












This photo was taken on the trail, Via del’Amore, in Cinque Terre. Via del’Amore is a path that connects all five towns of Cinque 
Terre. Long ago, before the path was made, the villages were not connected and because the villages were built on cliffs along 
the coast, it was very difficult for the locals to go to their neighboring village. If there were lovers from different villages, they 
could not see each other often because, without a 
path, the voyage was dan- gerous. A path was finally 
carved into the cliffs about a century ago, and lovers 
could be together when- ever they wished, which 
is why the path is nick- named the “Path of Love.” 
As I walked along the Path of Love, I felt like I was in 
a fairy tale. The breathtak- ing panorama of the towns 
rising out of the cliffs with the sea below me was the 
most surreal sight my eyes had ever perceived. Along 
the path there was a tun- nel filled with graffiti based 
on love. There were images of lovers holding hands or 
hearts with their names inside of them, displayed 
for all the ages to see their undying love. The railings 
of the bridge were covered in numerous locks of all 
shapes and sizes. The locks represented the love of two 
destined souls that want- ed to lock their love away 
and be together forever. The path became a symbol 
of affection and a testimo- ny for future generations 
to come. I view this trail as a path of artwork filled 
with collages of feeling centered on a true human 
emotion: love. Although some couples did not know 
they were contributing to a masterpiece, their legacy 
leaves behind a work of genius.

Silva cited the United States’ cau-
tion of terrorism as one of the sources 
for acute awareness towards foreigners 
seeking to immigrate to its borders. 

Second year Baylor Spanish graduate 
student, Tara Murray, would agree.

“When I was returning to America 
from studying abroad in Mexico, the 
officials at the border treated me like I 
was a criminal - and I had my passport,” 
Murray said.

“One of them took me aside and 
questioned me for five minutes, asking, 
‘Where were you studying?’, ‘How long 
have you been in Mexico?’ and ‘Let me 
see your student visa.’ ”

From the viewpint of an American 
student, coming back to the United 
States should not be as complicated as 
officials make it. 

“To immigrate legally over the border 
takes at least six or eight hours.” Murray 

said. 
“Immigrants [to the United States] 

who are Mexican or Middle Eastern are 
highly monitored because of terrorism,” 
said second year Baylor Spanish gradu-
ate student Faith Rice-Mills.

“But that fear of terrorism has turned 
into racism.”

The culture clashes between interna-
tional students and American students 
can be eye-opening.  

“I have found that Americans are 
more concerened with race and ethnic-
ity than where I am from,” Silva said. 

“Race is not even an issue in Brazil - 
we are all mixed, and we all get along.”

The issue of immigration gets even 
more complicated when looking past 
student concerns.

“Many see immigration as a ‘problem,’ 
but it really is not,” Rice-Mills said.

“If the United States invested in oth-

er countries, the alleged ‘problem’ would 
not be as controversial. Ask, ‘How can 
we make their economy better so that 
they’ll stay over there?’ A lot of fami-
lies who do come here miss their home 
countries. They want to be home, but 
the fact is, the economy where they are 
from is not as good,” Rice-Mills said. 

Murray thinks it is a cultural dynam-
ic. 

“The United States is afraid of some-
thing different - and that can turn to 
racism. Instead of embracing them [the 
immigrants] and their cultures, most 
Americans penalize them,” Murray said. 

Students aware of the issues concern-
ing immigration will find it can be hard 
to navigate through. Yet, there is hope. 
For example, the student activities 
within Baylor work to further incorpo-
rate students of different cultures.

Cultural unity may just be the key to 
a future of clarity.

A Last Glimpse: “Lock of Love” by Kirsten Schunk
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