

















The Baylor Global Connection Page 12

Issues at home and abroad: immigration and students

Continued from page 1

Silva cited the United States’ cau-
tion of terrorism as one of the sources
for acute awareness towards foreigners
seeking to immigrate to its borders.

Second year Baylor Spanish graduate
student, Tara Murray, would agree.

“When I was returning to America
from studying abroad in Mexico, the
officials at the border treated me like I
was a criminal - and [ had my passport,”
Murray said.

“One of them took me aside and
questioned me for five minutes, asking,
‘Where were you studying?’, ‘How long
have you been in Mexico?" and ‘Let me
see your student visa.'”

From the viewpint of an American
student, coming back to the United
States should not be as complicated as
officials make it.

“To immigrate legally over the border
takes at least six or eight hours.” Murray

said.

“Immigrants [to the United States]
who are Mexican or Middle Eastern are
highly monitored because of terrorism,”
said second year Baylor Spanish gradu-
ate student Faith Rice-Mills.

“But that fear of terrorism has turned
into racism.”

The culture clashes between interna-
tional students and American students
can be eye-opening.

“I have found that Americans are
more concerened with race and ethnic-
ity than where I am from,” Silva said.

“Race is not even an issue in Brazil -
we are all mixed, and we all get along.”

The issue of immigration gets even
more complicated when looking past
student concerns.

“Many see immigration as a ‘problem,’
but it really is not,” Rice-Mills said.

“If the United States invested in oth-

er countries, the alleged ‘problem’ would
not be as controversial. Ask, ‘How can
we make their economy better so that
they’ll stay over there?” A lot of fami-
lies who do come here miss their home
countries. They want to be home, but
the fact is, the economy where they are
from is not as good,” Rice-Mills said.

Murray thinks it is a cultural dynam-
ic.

“The United States is afraid of some-
thing different - and that can turn to
racism. Instead of embracing them [the
immigrants] and their cultures, most
Americans penalize them,” Murray said.

Students aware of the issues concern-
ing immigration will find it can be hard
to navigate through. Yet, there is hope.
For example, the student activities
within Baylor work to further incorpo-
rate students of different cultures.

Cultural unity may just be the key to
a future of clarity.
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