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Dr. Nancy Chinn presented a paper titled "Shelley Fairchild in Delta Wedding: Eudora Welty's Tribute to Willa Cather" at the 2008 Conference of the Society for the Study of Southern Literature in Williamsburg, Virginia on April 19.  She also attended a meeting of the SSSL Online Bibliography committee.
****
Dr. William V. Davis served as guest editor for “R. S. Thomas: New Perspectives in Scholarship and Criticism,” a Special Issue of Renascence: Essays on Values in Literature (LX: 2, Winter, 2008). In addition to soliciting and editing the essays for the issue, he contributed the “biographical sketch” of Thomas (pp. 81-82) and an essay entitled “’The Lame Feet of Salvation’: A Reading of R. S. Thomas and Robinson Jeffers” (pp. 161-176).

Dr. William V. Davis’ poem, “They Said So,” has been published in Descant.

As President of the Texas Institute of Letters, Dr. William V. Davis attended the annual meetings, reception, and awards ceremony in Dallas, April 18-20. The Institute presented awards for the various categories of writing totaling $21,700. 
Dr. William V. Davis chaired the judging panel for the Dobie-Paisano Fellowships. These fellowships, which are made available to writers of distinctive talent, are jointly sponsored by the Texas Institute of Letters and the University of Texas at Austin. In addition to monthly stipends, they provide extended residences at the J. Frank Dobie ranch located near Austin.
During the May break, Dr. William V. Davis gave several invited lectures at the University of Vienna (Austria): “Appalachia and Italy: A Reading of Charles Wright’s Landscapes” and, under the rubric “Reading Twentieth-Century American Poetry,” discussions of Robert Frost, Edwin Arlington Robinson, John Berryman, W. S. Merwin, Charles Wright, Louise Glück, Robert Bly and others, as well as on the “Confessional” and the “Deep Image” poets. 

Dr. William V. Davis’ poem, “An Open Field” has been published in Eclipse.

Dr. William V. Davis’ poem, “The Houses,” has been published in the Concho River Review.

****

English department alumnus D. Michael Lindsay, assistant professor of sociology at Rice University, won a Christianity Today Best Book Award in the Christianity and Culture category for Faith in the Halls of Power: How Evangelicals Joined the American Elite (Oxford, 2007). A member of Phi Beta Kappa, Lindsay earned his bachelor's degree summa cum laude in English and speech communication from Baylor in 1994, before continuing his studies at Princeton Theological Seminary, Oxford and Princeton University. Lindsay has recently been featured in the New York Times, USA Today, the Christian Science Monitor, US News & World Report, and other media sources for his research into religion and politics.

****

Maurice Hunt, Research Professor of English, has published an article titled “Conditional Reconciliation in Hamlet” in a collection of essays titled Reconciliation in Selected Shakespearean Dramas. Ed. Beatrice Batson. Newcastle, UK: Cambridge Scholars Publishing, 2008. Pp. 68-80.
The Editor of Comparative Drama has informed Dr. Maurice Hunt that his article titled "'Gentleness' and Social Class in Shakespeare's The Merry Wives of Windsor" has been accepted for publication. It will appear in volume 42, issue 3 of the journal (Fall 2008).
****
Adrienne Akins presented a paper titled "'There is hate as well as love' Empathy and Grim Comedy in The Optimist's Daughter" at the 2008 Conference of the Society for the Study of Southern Literature in Williamsburg, Virginia on April 17.
Jessica Hooten presented a paper titled "Discontent in the Literature of the American South" at the Christian Scholars Forum at University of Texas in Austin. It is on video at this website http://www.gradresources.org/ut/forum-vids.php. Also, her paper "The Drama of Christian Humanism: Henri de Lubac and Flannery O'Connor" was read at the South West Conference on Christianity and Literature conference in Wingate, NC. 

 

Finally, her essay "After Modernity, After Theory" was accepted as a chapter for the collection Intersections, an anthology on Christianity and theory. 
****

Geoffrey Reiter's essay "'A Thouroughly Modern Disdain': The Materialist's Descent into Hell in 'The Seven Geases'" has been published in volume 5 of Lost Worlds: The Journal of Clark Ashton Smith Studies.
CONFERENCES – CALLS FOR PAPERS

Information has been received from the Victoria College Division of Social and Behavioral Sciences concerning a call for papers for its 2009 South Texas Studies Journal.  Papers may be in any discipline, but should focus primarily on South Texas.  Paper submissions should adhere to the following criteria: papers should be 20-25 double-spaced pages, works cited in the body of the paper should be identified using endnotes, and papers will be published at the editor’s discretion.  Two copies of the paper and a diskette or CD containing the paper must be received at The Victoria College by November 28, 2008.  For more information, please see the flier on file in CS 106.

****

Information has been received from Mosaics concerning a call for submissions in a special issue – Sculpture.  The deadline for submissions is January 15, 2009.  For more information, please see the flier on file in CS 106.

Echoes of the Aeolian Harp

[The departmental webmaster is in England with the Baylor in Great Britain program: 
“Echoes” will return in the early fall.]

