THESIS PROJECT OVERVIEW

The University Scholars Program curriculum (four credit hours) is devoted to the development of a thesis project under the direction of a faculty mentor.  Through independent study and research, conducted over at least two semesters, students begin to apply the methods of their chosen discipline(s) to the investigation of a specific topic of interest.  The extent and content of University Scholars thesis projects vary considerably across different fields of study.  Please note that many projects, particularly those in the sciences, need to be embarked upon during the student’s junior year, and often require research to be performed during the summer between the junior and senior year.  The project may include significant components of textual criticism (in the humanities); laboratory research (in physical sciences); data collection and analysis (in social sciences); or, occasionally, creative expression (in art, creative writing, or dramatic or musical performance).  In any case the thesis project introduces University Scholars students to the techniques of research, writing, and performance that they will encounter at the graduate level, and helps to cultivate the intellectual skills that are essential to critical inquiry and advanced scholarship.

STAGE ONE:  UNSC 3001 (Exit Interview)
Spring of Junior Year
Students are to come to the Exit Interview with a working title of the thesis and the name of their thesis director.  Within 30 days of the Exit Interview, the student must submit a précis and outline with a timetable (1-2 pages) of the thesis to their thesis director, copied to the University Scholar’s office.  (Failure to do so will result in the student not receiving credit for passing the Exit Interview.)

If students have trouble determining:

a) whom to ask to be their thesis director; or

b) what topic to write about; or

c) laying out a timetable;
they should make an appointment to see their adviser who can help.  They SHOULD NOT wait until day 29 after the Exit Interview to do this!
STAGE TWO:  UNSC 4101 (Senior Thesis)
Fall of Senior Year
The thesis project is always to be fully engaged at least by September of the student’s senior year through the Senior Thesis course (UNSC 4101) even though it is only one credit hour total.  Preliminary research (or a combination of readings and, for example, laboratory procedures) is to be arranged in consultation between the student and a professor who agrees to supervise the work, and they are designed to provide a solid foundation in a specific research field and to familiarize University Scholars students with current methodologies, debates, and problems in the discipline.  The first section or chapter of the project quite often places the thesis in the context of current scholarship.  The faculty mentor expects substantial work toward a first chapter by the end of the junior year.  As far as the University Scholars Program goes, the official page count is as follows:
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	(

	
	
	
	
	

	
	April 26
	
	Completed thesis due**
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*
Front matter = title page, TOC and preface
Back matter = appendices and bibliography

**
The University Scholars thesis is normally 80-120 pages in length.  In some disciplines, theses may be longer than 120 pages.  Very few are allowed to be less than 75 pages.

STAGE THREE:  UNSC 4302 (Senior Thesis)
Spring of Senior Year
Final writing of the thesis dominates the spring of the senior year (UNSC 4302).  Students are expected to finish the entire thesis this term.  Subsequent sections then proceed to analyze primary sources, data, or laboratory results.  At the conclusion of the project, the completed University Scholars thesis is presented by the student and evaluated by a committee of at least three professors in a one-hour oral defense.

The University Scholars Program provides a set of specific guidelines and recommended procedures for every phase of the thesis project, but each thesis director may opt to modify the requirements of any thesis course at her or his discretion and evaluate the student’s progress accordingly.

Should questions arise, please feel free to address them to your thesis director or your University Scholars adviser. 
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