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FROM: Binnie LeHew
RE: Survivor Questionnaire

The lowa Domestic Abuse Death Review Team is requesting your assistance gathering
information for cases reviewed by the team. We currently have no way to gather information
from family or friends of the homicide victim in cases of domestic abuse deaths. While law
enforcement reports may include interviews conducted with family members, they are not done
in all cases — patrticularly if the offender commits suicide. Out of a desire to get as complete a
picture as possible of the circumstances surrounding the death(s), team members have drafted
a gquestionnaire with items that they have determined would be helpful for case review.

We are asking your assistance to use this tool in cases where you have contact with family
members following the homicide. Use of this is entirely voluntary and we expect you to use your
judgment in deciding if it is appropriate to ask the survivors to help complete it. It is important
that they understand they cannot participate in a case review or receive any information about
the outcome of a case. The materials reviewed by the team are all confidential and protected
by law. We can only release information that is aggregated. We hope that there may be some
individuals who would like to offer the information in the spirit of helping us develop
recommendations to prevent future deaths.

If you ask survivors to help complete the questionnaire, please keep it until you receive a formal
request from us for the information. Usually, cases are reviewed in the calendar year following
the year when the death occurred (for example, 2007 deaths are reviewed during 2008, etc.).
You will receive a form that is similar to the one attached when we are ready to receive the
information.

We thank you in advance for your help with this important task. If you have any questions,
please feel free to contact Binnie LeHew at (515) 281-5032 or blehew@idph.state.ia.us
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