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Interlocking BU back on football helmets

By Anita Pere
Staff writer

Advocates of the interlock-
ing BU spurred enough protest
to the marketing scheme of
spelling-out “Baylor” that uni-
versity officials budged.

The traditional BU will still
appear on football helmets,
according to an e-mail from the
president’s office sent to faculty
and staff Thursday afternoon.

“We determined initially
that we should leverage the

strength of the Baylor name by
using it on our football helmets
in place of the interlocking ‘BU.
We have heard from a number
of members of the Baylor fam-
ily, however, and, as a result,
we have concluded that while
this suggestion makes sense
from a branding perspective,
we acknowledge the value of
our traditional symbols. We
will honor our past by retain-
ing our current football colors
and our interlocking ‘BU’ logo,”
the e-mail reads.

Colorado Springs, Colo.,
freshman John Funk, who
favors the BU, seemed pleased
with the decision.

“That’s a start,” Funk said,
regarding the football helmet
logos. “That’s good that (the
administration) is listening to
(students). (Administrators)
should think about our roots...
and our tradition.”

Phoenix, Ariz., junior Brett
Waltemath agreed, saying, “I
know a lot of students are really
passionate about it and want to

see it remain on the helmets.”

Dr. David Eldridge, a biol-
ogy professor who has been at
Baylor close to 40 years, sup-
ports the BU mark.

“I think it's an important
part of Baylor history,” Eldridge
said.

In an effort to more effective-
ly market Baylor, the university
sought the help of a third-party
branding consultant, who rec-
ommended the university write
out Baylor in place of BU wher-
ever space permitted.

This would avoid confusion
between Baylor and Boston
University, which also goes by
BU.

However, Boston’s mark
does not interlock and boasts
the colors red and white.

Despite these differences,
Oak Cliff senior Benny Barrett
saw the reasoning behind the
need for marketing distinction.

“Clearly, it'd be in Baylor’s
best interests to distinguish
itself from Boston University,
lest those who are colorblind

mistakenly travel to the North-
east for their education.”

Students asked President
John Lilley Monday at an open
forum about the reasoning
behind the marketing endeav-
or.

One student said the mar-
keting scheme seemed to sug-
gest that Baylor is “inferior” to
Boston University.

“It’s the ‘Baylor’ that has the
big quality, national reputation.
It’s just common sense,” Lilley
said at the forum.

David Poe/Lariat staff

Former Baylor softball pitcher Cristen Vitek returns to Getterman Stadium
Wednesday to throw out the first pitch at the Lady Bears’ game against Texas.
Vitek broke many records during her time at Baylor and graduated in 2004.

Record-breaking

alum overcomes
critical obstacle

Former pitcher returns
to Getterman Stadium
to throw first pitch
after surviving Kidney

failure, complications

By Will Parchman
Sports editor

Cristen Vitek slips indis-
creetly from her car in the vast
Getterman Stadium parking
lot less than two hours before
Baylor softball’s 6:30 opening
pitch in Wednesday’s contest
against the University of Texas.

She knows this, of course,
because she’s the one throwing
it.

Walking gingerly to the soft-
ball clubhouse, she greets Baylor
players with warm smiles and
genuine hugs, some of whom
she’s met before, some she’s only
talked with through circuitous
well-wishes and encouraging
text messages.

She graduated from Baylor
and the program in 2004, so
most of her personal friends
are gone. From the outpouring
of support from these perfect
strangers, you could never tell.

It's a strange sight for Vitek,

considering the tumultu-
ous ordeal she recently went
through.

“Talways used to get nervous
and (get) butterflies before the

game, and it’s the same way now

eing back here — so it's good
to have that feeling again,” Vitek
said. “It’s great to be back here.”

The sympathetic looks on
the players’ faces are for Vitek’s
miraculous rise from the edge
of death.

The pitcher who once looked
invincible in setting the NCAA
single-game strikeout record
with 28 in 2004 was humbled
by kidney failure in January and
laid lower by the ensuing infec-
tions. As her ruddy complex-
ion and bouncy step can attest,
those days are largely behind
her.

Vitek established an unparal-
leled level of success for Baylor
softball during her tenure. Head
coach Glenn Moore recruited
her voraciously during his time
at Louisiana State University
and loved her so much that he
made Vitek the keystone of his
first Baylor recruiting class in
2000.

She didn't disappoint. Vitek
setand currently owns 13 career
and season Baylor pitching
records, including most career
wins. She also owns the top two
single-season strikeout perfor-
mances in school history and
has struck out 150 more batters
than any other Baylor pitcher.

As Moore freely admits now,

Please see VITEK, page 4

By Victoria Mgbemena
Staff writer

Associated Press

Children from the Fundamentalist Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day
Saints are transported Tuesday from the San Angelo Coliseum to various
parts of the state after 51st District Judge Barbara Walther signed an order
to place the children in foster care facilities.

Waco home expects
to receive 47
compound children

The Waco Children’s Methodist Home is expecting to receive
47 children taken from the Eldorado compound of polygamist
leader Warren Jeffs within the next 24 hours.

The update came Wednesday afternoon. Local media had
been camped out in front of the home, awaiting the childrens’
arrival and receiving briefings on the status of the situation.

State officials raided the compound April 3 after receiving
a tip from a teenager who alleged she had been abused within
the compound. The compound was home to followers of The
Fundamentalist Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints.
The Associated Press reported Wednesday that DNA testing for
the paternity of the children, who were temporarily housed at a
coliseum in San Angelo, had finished. The children are currently
being taken to foster care facilities statewide.

Bryan Mize, Waco Methodist Children’s Home public rela-
tions director, said that, to date, the home has not received
any children, nor received any requests from the state, but is

Please see WACO, page 4

Dyer to leave School of
Social Work at semester

Student Senate
allocates $7,000

By Shannon Daily
Staff writer

With photos of his children and
grandchildren on his door and lin-
ing his office walls, it's not hard
to see what Dr. Preston Dyer finds
important.

“You can always tell where
Preston’s grandchildren are in life
because of the pictures on his door,”
said Dr. Gaynor Yancey, associate
dean of baccalaureate studies for the
School of Social Work.

Dyer, a professor emeritus in the
School of Social Work, will retire at
the end of this semester after close
to 40 years of work with the univer-
sity.

He originally came to Baylor
from Georgia as a student headed
for the pulpit, but changed his plans
after taking an introductory course
in social work.

“I'd never even heard of social
work before,” Dyer said. “I can-
celled my apartment and cancelled
my admission at the seminary and
instead went to social work school.”

Now, Dyer is known for his inte-
gral part in taking social work at
Baylor from a simple course series

to an independent school within the
university, having been in admin-
istrative and teaching roles since
1969.

“He actually hired me. He hired
most of us,” Yancey said. “And 1
think this is part of his legacy for us.
He’s had the vision of what we need
to be as a school.”

In his position as a teacher, Dyer
is best known for his marriage and
the family class.

“It's a very well-attended class
with as many as 200 students,”
Yancey said.

Dyer has taught the course at
Baylor five times a year since 1969.
That makes close to 200 times he’s
taught the class.

While he originally taught the
class by himself, he said he felt it
needed a female voice.

“There ought to be a male and a
female voice in this course, because
there really is a male marriage and a
female marriage,” Dyer said.

So in 1990, Dr. Genie Dyer,
Dyer’s wife, began co-teaching the
class with him. Genie retired from
teaching in the spring of 2007.

“Interestingly, we had students
say a lot of times that they learned

Jeff Leslie/Lariat staff

Dr. Preston Dyer, professor emeritus in the School of Social Work, and his family Thurs-
day at First Baptist Woodway church. Dyer is retiring at the end of the semester after

working close to 40 years at Baylor.

more from watching how we dealt
with each other than they did from
what we said,” Dyer said. “And 1
should’ve known that.”

Dyer said the class had a male
and a female voice: as well as a third
voice, the voice of the marriage.

The co-teaching also offered an
example of a long-term, functional
relationship, he said.

“Almost every semester we'd have
at least one student say, ‘this is the
first time I've ever seen a marriage
in which both people are happy’”
Genie said.

Dyer said he’d heard of marriage
and the family courses being co-

taught before, but never by a mar-
ried couple.

Outside of his work in the class-
room, Dyer also has a private prac-
tice in marriage therapy, and works
with Genie in bringing a more aca-
demic side to social work in the
nation of Moldova.

After his retirement, he will con-
tinue his work in these areas as well
as teach two internship courses for
the School of Social Work.

So some people may wonder, is
he really retiring?

He paused, then smiled and said,
“What I'm looking for out of retire-
ment is more flexibility.”

to senior gift

By Sommer Ingram
Staff writer

In Thursday night's meeting, Student Senate
voted to allocate more than $7,000 to the senior
class for their senior gift. The money will come
from the Student Life Fund, which currently has
a surplus, and will help the senior class establish
an endowed scholarship. The scholarship will be
permanent and grow every year from its gener-
ated interest, and in fifty years has the potential
to become the largest endowed scholarship at
Baylor.

“The senior class has been working really hard
this year and has been really successful in rais-
ing money,” said Plano sophomore Jessica Liu,
sponsor of the bill. “The more we put into this,
the more we get out of it. This is something that’s
always going to be here and I think it’s great.”

The scholarship will be based on merit as well
as need.

“I'm really in favor of this because something
we haven’t really done with our (fund) this year is
work on making long-lasting improvements with
our money,” Kansas City, Kan., senior Thomas
Herndon said. “By donating to this, it allows us to
have a lasting impact on our Baylor community.”

Houston sophomore Chris Paxton said that

Please see SENATE, page 4
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Olympic boycott harms athletes, not governments

This world is defined by
diversity. With nearly 200 coun-
tries, around 6,800 languages
and thousands more cultures
and societies, it’s hard to imag-
ine something that connects all
the dots of humanity.

But once every four years, we
see it happen.

During the triumphant open-
ing ceremony of the summer
Olympic Games, the world’s
problems seem to melt away. As
the flags and peoples of differ-
ent nationalities march proudly
around the stadium, a medley
of cultures is paraded for all to
see.

It seems as though each cer-
emony tries to top the previous
one, often resulting in some of
the most beautifully innovative
performances of our time. Even

if youre watching the spec-
tacular night on television, it’s
still a fascinating experience.
Who knew that souls could be
so intoxicated by such sights,
sounds and feelings?

Then, for a couple of weeks
the world lives in harmony, as
nations come to compete, not
to fight. Hate is replaced with
the spirit of athleticism, and the
incredible talent represented
enthralls us all.

Granted, the Olympics is
never free from controversy. But
it’'s the closest this world has
ever come to gathering peace-
fully. It's a much-needed pause
from reality, one that turns the
spotlight on healthy competi-
tion rather than hopeless dis-
parities. It’s a time to connect, to
admire and to revere the variety

point
of view

this world has to offer.

But this year is different. Still
four months away, the Beijing
Olympics have already been
stamped with objection.

Instead of shining its sym-
bolic light to welcoming audi-
ences around the world, the
Olympic flame has been greeted
with protests and attacks. This
summer will be marked by more
boycotts and condemning state-
ments, rather than the excited
anticipation that usually ampli-

fies in the months leading up to
the Games.

Talk about a downer.

On the one hand, it's admira-
ble that some world leaders and
a few athletes care enough about
human rights to pass on such
a historic event. I'd say that’s a
pretty selfless and respectable
move.

On the other hand, is that
really going to help anything?

It’s like refusing to go to an
art show because the gallery
owner partakes in some shady
deals with business partners.
Sure, the owner will be short the
money he put in for the show,
but the artists are the one who
are truly affected. They're the
ones who've worked passion-
ately and fervently, only to have
their talent ignored.

Boycotts hurt athletes and
the spirit of the Olympics, not
the host country. While 1 wish
the Chinese government would
allow more freedom for its peo-
ple and cut its deals with Sudan,
I don’t think causing commo-
tion over the Games (an event
the nation has spent billions
in preparation for) is going to
influence China to change any-
thing. There are other, more dip-
lomatic ways to handle this.

On a side note, thousands
of journalists will be flooding
Chinese streets this summer.
In a country where the domes-
tic press faces harsh restric-
tions, here is a chance for the
foreign media to expose some
of China’s hidden secrets. But
if no one goes to the Olympics,
journalists have less incentive,

and probably less freedom, to
investigate.

Call me an idealist Olympo-
holic, but thisisa crucial time for
the world to come together and
appreciate our cultural mosaic
rather than bicker over who has
a better human rights record.
I hate to see this momentous
occasion ruined by the telling
signs of our world’s problems.

Anyone who knows me
knows that I'm passionate about
this world being a better place.
However, as Paul McCartney
sings, there will be an answer.
And T don’t think that answer
is to boycott an event shared by
all nations.

Just let it be.

Ashley Killough is a junior
international studies and journal-
ism major from Plano.

Editorial

U.S. owes
veterans

better
treatment

No matter how divided the nation’s

T THINL We NEeDd TO
FIND A DIFFERENT EXIT
STRATEGY...

opinion on the wars in Iraq and
Afghanistan is, nearly all Americans
believe we should honor our veterans.
Sadly, when soldiers return home from
the battlefield in the Middle East, they
are facing a domestic attack as well.

After the mental health ward at
the Dallas VA was shut down in early
April because the fourth suicide of the
year, more questions are being raised
about the quality of veteran suicide
prevention.

Tuesday, in a lawsuit questioning
the mental health programs at VA
hospitals, an expert witness testified
that veterans are killing themselves at
three to seven times the rate of the
general population, the San Francisco
Chronicle reported.

Perhaps that statistic shouldn’t
come as a surprise, considering VA
lacks a comprehensive plan for sui-
cide prevention.

While the Dallas VA has spent more
than $250,000 in the last six months
in the name of suicide prevention, the
money was used to safety-proof rooms
of at-risk patients, not to create a bet-
ter plan for diagnosis and treatment.
Obviously, ensuring that doorknobs,
shower curtains and light fixtures
could not be easily used to hang one-
self is an important part of making
veterans safer.

But the more important issue is:
why do they want to take their own

life in the first place? We must look
deeper into the issue rather than set-
tling for a quick fix.

Unfortunately, if someone really
wants to inflict personal injury, there
is no amount of metal filing or safety
locking that can prevent it.

We must look beyond furniture
renovations to address the increased
rate of depressed and suicidal vet-
erans. The current method of “diag-
nosing” the severity of mental illness
includes asking the patient if he or she

R T} LY

has thought about committing suicide
or that life was meaningless in the last
two weeks. This is an insufficient way
to treat any human being who has
experienced trauma, much less our
military heroes.

These men and women have seen
unspeakable horrors of war and
deserve much more personal atten-
tion and mental analysis than is cur-
rently provided.

Especially considering the possi-
bility that large levels of troops will

be headed home in the next few years,
we need to take a more proactive
approach to suicide prevention.

We have already lost more than
4,000 soldiers in combat and we can-
not afford to lose any more to suicide.

Before the Dallas psychiatric ward
re-opens, there needs to be more com-
prehensive psychological treatment in
place. When treating a mental illness,
one must take into account more than
just the physical environment as a
means of prevention.

Opinion policy

The Baylor Lariat welcomes
reader viewpoints through let-
ters to the editor and guest
columns. Opinions expressed
in the Lariat are not necessar-
ily those of the Baylor admin-
istration, the Baylor Board of
Regents or the Student Publica-
tions Board.

Letters to the editor should
include the writer’s name, major,
graduation year, phone number
and student identification num-
ber. Non-student writers should
include their address. Letters
that focus on an issue affect-
ing students or faculty may be
considered for a guest column at
the editor’s discretion. All sub-
missions become the property
of The Baylor Lariat. The Lariat
reserves the right to edit letters
for grammar, length, libel and
style.

Letters should be e-mailed
to Lariat_Letters@baylor.edu or
mailed to The Baylor Lariat, One
Bear Place #97330, Waco, TX
76798-7330.

Corrections policy

The Baylor Lariat is commit-
ted to ensuring fair and accu-
rate reporting and will correct
errors of substance on Page 2.
Corrections can be submitted to
the editor by sending an e-mail
to Lariat_letters@baylor.edu or
by calling 254-710-4099.

A subscription to the Lariat
costs $45 for two semesters.
Send check or money order to
One Bear Place #97330, Waco,
TX, 76798-7330 or e-mail
Lariat_ads@baylor.edu. Visa,
Discover and MasterCard pay-
ments may be phoned to 254-
710-2662. Postmaster: Please
send address changes to above
address.

Letters to the editor

Reviews shouldn’t grade play

Iwanted to say that I appreci-
ated the review of “Picasso at the
Lapin Agile” that appeared in
the April 24 issue of The Baylor
Lariat. As a theatre program
that wants audiences, we appre-
ciate any press, especially such
positive comments as those
expressed in the review.

I would like to make a sug-
gestion however. The article
concluded with a grade for the
production.

In this case, the reviewer gave
a favorable “A-”, so it may seem
like splitting hairs, but I ques-
tion the authority of a student
who is not educated in theatre
to evaluate the play holistically.

a “student’s perspective” on the
play, describing how muchitwas
enjoyed, who would most benefit
from seeing it, etc. Perhaps even
a less objective sounding scale
(like thumbs up or down, stars
or bear claws) would be more
appropriate for such a task.
However, to plaster an arbi-
trary grade at the end of the
article implies an authority the
reviewer hasnotearned. Itwould
be ridiculous for me, a theatre
graduate student, to assume I
could accurately evaluate the
quality of a law student’s argu-
ments, a chemistry student’s
experiments or even a journal-
ism student’s review of a theatre
production. I could offer up
details about my personal reac-

tion of their efforts wouldn’t be
worth much.

I'm not suggesting that you
do away with reviews. In fact, 1
think it somewhat courageous
to allow students to express
opinions about the arts and
entertainment produced by
other students. I merely ques-
tion The Baylor Lariat staff’s
qualifications to give an objec-
tive, authoritative grade to a
work of art.

Dan Buck

Directing 2010

Baylor needs ID discussion

It has been many years since
I have written to The Baylor Lar-
iat. Last night, I went to a theater

by Ben Stein. This documentary
highlights many incidents in
which anyone who favors intel-
ligent design over Darwinism
is persecuted by the academic
elite.

Unfortunately, Baylor was
depicted as one of those institu-
tions that does not tolerate dis-
sent when it comes to political-
ly-correct Darwinism. This film
is now being shown all over the
country and will likely be seen
all over the world.

I would like to challenge the
students and faculty to show the
rest of the world how searching
for truth and how honest intel-
lectual inquiry should work in a
Christian university.

Why not invite Ben Stein to

act with students? Why not con-
tact the Discovery Institute and
host one of their conferences on
Intelligent Design (like the one
held at SMU last spring)?

Remember what the old Book
says, “Wake up! Strengthen what
remains....”

Tim Stainback

Alum 1986

‘Expelled’ film just a joke

Re: the April 24 article
“Expelled encourages intelligent
design discussion, Chen says.”

The film portrays the science
community as a close-minded
group of naysayers that cannot
accept challenging hypotheses.

What is especially telling is

indeed look at creationist sci-
ence and ID to refute them.

Now, is that because there is
a close-minded establishment or
is it because the ID evidence is
intellectual swill that is a dan-
ger to the legitimate pursuit of
science?

This isn’t about academic
freedom —it’s about ID and cre-
ation science playing the victim
to pass a fraud on the American
public.

How about a little sympathy
for evolutionary theory, which,
even though backed up by
strong evidence, was repressed
by religious dogmatism to a
much greater extent than ID
will ever face?

Ryan Latham

4/25/08
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Bears
remain
in play

Lacrosse team digs in
for quarterfinals
in playoffs against
University of North
Texas

By Lori Cotton
Reporter

Texas Tech University was all
that stood between the Baylor
men’s lacrosse team and the
2008 playoffs.

So when Baylor beat the Red
Raiders 9-8 in Lubbock, send-
ing them to the playoffs for the
first time in the team’s history,
Baylor was treading brand new
ground.

The Baylor club team is gear-
ing up to play in the Division
I North quarterfinal match-up
against the University of North
Texas. The game starts at 7 p.m.
at host-school Southern Meth-
odist University in Dallas.

After playing a 12-game sea-
son against teams in the Lone
Star Alliance, Baylor is facing off
against their biggest rivals in the
sport. Baylor and UNT are tied
with four division wins in the
conference. A win on Saturday
will send Baylor to the semi-
finals to be played at Texas Sta-
dium.

Earlier this season, Baylor
lost to UNT, 11-12 in overtime.
But the win over Texas Tech
gave them a shot for a rematch
against the Mean Green.

“It was a do or die game for
both of us but everybody dug
deep and our team played great,”
junior midfielder Michael Magee

Courtesy photo

Senior Andrew Brochu drives to the goal against Vanderbilt University at the
campus of Southern Methodist University February 10. The Bears lost, 40-18.

said about the win.

Freshmen Luke Whyte and
Ben Kessler and seniors Andrew
Brochu and Chris Jones are
ranked among the top 25 scor-
ers per game in the Lone Star
Alliance this season.

“This year, we have the most
talent, we've put a lot into the
team and we keep getting better
and better,” junior defense Pres-
ton Benditz said.

Head coach Jonathan Cofer
has seen an increase in team
commitment since he began
coaching three years ago.

“The team really came togeth-
er and believed in themselves,”
he said.

The team goal for the 2008
season was to make it to the
conference championship.
Baylor lost to only two teams
in the conference this season,
SMU and UNT, by a combined
two goals.

“This is the first time Baylor
lacrosse has made it to the play-
offs during the four years I have
been playing on the team,” cap-
tain Andrew Brochu said. “So 1
am really excited to finally be
able to complete in postseason
games.”

Coach Cofer said this has
been the best week of practice
this season. His advice to the
team for the rematch against
UNT is “to take advantage of the
opportunity, and act like this is
our championship game.”

“We want to get them back.
There’s a big revenge factor,”
Benditz said.

A win on Saturday would
send the team to Texas Stadium
on May 2 to face off against
Texas A&M University, the No.
1 team in the LSA South. The
conference championship will
be played May 3 at Texas Sta-
dium.

Business students win symposium

By Ashley Killough
Reporter

A team of business students
placed first Saturday at the Texas
Investment Practicum Sympo-
sium hosted by Texas A&M Uni-
versity, marking Baylor’s second
year to win the competition.

During the symposium,
students pitched their student-
managed investment portfolio to
a group of judges in a 10-minute
presentation on why someone
should hypothetically invest in
their portfolio.

Baylor's team members
included Ft. Worth senior West
Gotcher, Plano senior Samer
Baransi and Mansfield senior
Kyle Moses.

After competing with stu-
dents from the University of
Houston, University of Texas,
Rice University, Trinity Uni-
versity and Wesleyan Univer-
sity, Baylor tied with Rice for
first place. As a tiebreaker, the
judges were asked which team
they would trust with $1 million
of their own money. They said
Baylor.

“I was not surprised, but cer-
tainly excited,” Gotcher said.
“Considering we were defending
champions, the bar was set high
for the team. We took it upon
ourselves to rise to the chal-
lenge and take home first place

again.”

Moses said participating in
the competition affirmed him in
his work of managing the port-
folio.

“Being able to beat other
major universities in Texas was a
pretty impressive feeling,” Mans-
field said. “It definitely makes
you feel good about what you're
doing.”

Established in 2000 with an
initial endowment of $250,000
from Philip Dorr of Chicago and
$150,000 from alumni, the fund
has grown to close to $6.5 mil-
lion.

It's managed by students in
the Portfolio Practicum class
taught by Scott Pittman, direc-
tor of investments and lecturer
of finance, insurance and real
estate. Once a year, the fund
provides a cash distribution for
scholarships going to athletes
who wish to pursue a degree in
business.

The class presented a check
in February at the UT — Baylor
men’s basketball game for
$215,000. A highly competitive
course, admission to the class
is application-based. It meets
weekly in the Southwest Secu-
rities Financial Markets Center,
located in the Hankamer School
of Business.

Curriculum includes the
class-wide management of a
portfolio which replicates the

Standard & Poor’s 500, a stock
market index containing the
stocks of 500 corporations.

Baransi said he appreciates
the class for its effectiveness in
teaching students how to oper-
ate in real world investment
opportunities.

“The responsibility of manag-
ing millions of dollarsmakeitone
of my favorite classes,” Baransi
said. “It keeps us accountable
and adds to the value of the work
we're doing.”

Baransi said taking the class
this spring was especially time-
ly.

“It was an exciting semester,
because we were right up there
on the front lines with the sub-
prime mortgage crisis and the
buy-out of Bear Sterns,” Baransi
said. “It was a good time to learn
what makes companies resil-
ient.”

Baransi strongly recommend-
ed the class. He said the best way
to fully experience the course is
to keep up with the markets and
read the Wall Street Journal on a
daily basis. The practicum’s real-
istic assignments gave Gotcher a
taste of life after Baylor.

“The learning experience in
the practicum has been tremen-
dous,” Gotcher said. “It offers
students a chance to get out of
the classic classroom environ-
ment and gain the experience
needed in the world of finance.”

Tennis aims for Big 12 titles

Lady Bears strive for
third consecutive title
in College Station

By Justin Baer
Sports writer

When describing the Baylor
women’s tennis program’s suc-
cess over the past few years,
anything less than sheer domi-
nation would be a catastrophic
understatement.

Winning the past four con-
secutive regular-season Big 12
championship titles and past
two consecutive Big 12 Tourna-
ment titles has created quite the
lofty resume for the No. 3 Lady
Bears.

Add in Zuzana Zemenova’s
2005 NCAA Singles Champi-
onship, and it's no wonder why
head coach Joey Scrivano’s club
is the heavy favorite to win the
2008 Big 12 Tournament this
weekend in College Station.

“We had to work real hard to
get on top and now that we are
there, we don’t want to lose that
position,” Scrivano said. “We
have got a big bull’s-eye on our
back, but I wouldn’t have it any
other way.”

The Lady Bears (25-2, 11-0)
recently finished off the regular

Bears to face
strong competition
from Oklahoma State

By Joe Holloway
Reporter

The No. 11 men’s tennis team
travels to College Station as the
second-seeded team to take on
the seventh-seeded University
of Nebraska in the first round of
the Big 12 Championship at 9
a.m. today.

The tournament comes a
week after Baylor clinched a
share of its eighth Big 12 title
in nine years. The Bears domi-
nated the Huskers a week ago at
the Baylor Tennis Center, taking
the match 7-0.

“Nebraska’s a match that we
feel, if we play at our level, we'll
be fine,” head coach Matt Knoll
said.

Should Baylor come away
with the victory, they will then
play the winner of the Oklaho-
ma State University-University
of Oklahoma match. Knoll said
he believes that Oklahoma State
will be the victor of that match,
and that a match between the
Bears and the Cowboys would
be the first “compelling” match
of the tournament for Baylor.

“That’'s a match that we're
going to have to play well,” he
said. “We split with them this
year. They're every bit as talent-
ed as we are. We're going to have
to be ready to go.”

The loss to Oklahoma State
came early in the season at the
Intercollegiate Tennis Asso-
ciation National Team Indoor
Championships. Despite taking
the doubles point for an early
lead, the Bears were only able
to win one singles match in the
4-2 loss to the Cowboys back in
February.

“Oklahoma State was better
today,” Knoll said at the time.
“They competed and played at a
higher level than we did.”

However, when the two met
again in April, Baylor was able to
take the doubles point and five
of six singles matches to take
home a lopsided 6-1 victory.

BEAR BRIEFS

The freshman class officers are
holding the Freshman Class Prayer
Breakfast for Dinner at 6 p.m. Sun-
day in Barfield Drawing Room in the
Bill Daniel Student Center. There
will be free breakfast food. The
eventis only for freshman. For more
information contact Emily_Saultz@
baylor.edu.

The sophomore class officers
are holding Sophomore Day at the
Ballpark from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m Sun-
day at the Baylor Ballpark during the
baseball game against Nebraska.

Student Foundation will hold inter-
est meetings from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m.
Monday and Tuesday in the Ed
Crenshaw Center. For more infor-
mation contact Jacki_Jensen@
baylor.edu.
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season with a 7-0 sweep against
the No. 21 University of Texas.
No opponent got closer in Big 12
play than 5-2 against the Lady
Bears, but as Scrivano said, the
postseason is a completely dif-
ferent atmosphere.

“The regular season’s over,
and thatwas great thatwe played
well,” the sixth-year head coach
said. “Now it’s the postseason
and you have to really focus. 1
think our players realize that
this is what we have been prac-
ticing for the whole year.”

But it will be more than focus
that will be driving Zemenova,
one of the greatest players to
come through the women’s ten-
nis program, this weekend at
the George P. Mitchell Tennis
Center.

Zemenova holds an unher-
alded 36-0 record in Big 12
regular season play during her
tenure at Baylor. Her lone loss
as a Lady Bear came in last sea-
son’s Big 12 Tournament against
the University of Texas’s Vanja
Corovic.

Although Zemenova
redeemed herself against Coro-
vic last week in Austin with a
6-2, 6-1 victory, she said the
redemption would be much
sweeter on a more substantial

stage.

“I beat her last week, and of
course 1 am going to beat her
this week,” the Kosice, Slovakia
senior said. “We have played all
these teams before, so we know
what to expect. If we come out
and do what we are supposed
to do, we are going to win the
tournament, in my opinion.”

Even though Zemenova
plays on the No. 1 court, it is her
sophomore teammate Lenka
Broosova who currently stands
with a No. 17 national ranking,
seven spots ahead of Zemenova.
Broosova could boast the fact
that she is ranked ahead of her
elder teammate.

But instead she is worried
about a more critical ranking —
the team ranking — and more
importantly, what the team’s
ranking is at the conclusion of
the season.

“We are third in the nation,”
the Banska Bystrica, Slovakia
native said. “Any team that is
lower than us is going to come
with the best tennis they have,
because they want to beat us.
We are one of the best teams in
the nation.”

Baylor opens up tourna-
ment play at 9 a.m. today when
it plays the winner of the Uni-
versity of Oklahoma-Texas Tech
University match.

: REAE T T
Alex Song/Lariat staff

David Galic pumps his fist in a game against Texas Tech University April 19 at
the Baylor Tennis Center. The Bears won, 5-2.

The winner of a match
between Baylor and Oklahoma
State would then advance to the
finals, where they would play the
winner of a match between the
University of Texas and either
Texas A&M University or Texas
Tech University, depending on
the winner of the match between
the Aggies and the Raiders. But,
Knoll said that the focus remains
mostly on Oklahoma State.

“It’s easy not to look beyond
them because we know we're
going to have our hands full
there,” he said. “They’re ranked
in the top 20, so it’s a nationally
competitive match.”

However, after a heartbreak-
ing 4-3 loss to Texas little more
than a week ago at the Baylor
Tennis Center, the Bears would
love to get another shot at the
Longhorns in the final.

“In conference, we beat every-
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body pretty comfortably,” No. 8
senior Lars Poerschke said. “The
loss to Texas just hurts a little.
We lost very close to them.”

Sophomore Dominik Mueller
echoed that sentiment.

“We'll try to see Texas again,”
he said, but also noted “we have
to win matches first.”

Though Knoll said that he
would certainly be excited to
make the final, he was quick to
reiterate the importance of using
the Nebraska match as a spring-
board to get the team rolling and
then “get after Oklahoma state,
and get a big win.”

Knoll cited improved dou-
bles, a better lineup and a higher
confidence level as reasons he
believes that the Bears will play
well against the Cowboys.

“We are playing well,” he said.
‘T know our guys are excited to
get down there and play.”
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Common Grounds to sponsor benefit event

By Emily Monti
Reporter

Imagine waking up and being
surrounded by trash.

For the people of La Chureca,
Nicaragua, thisisa reality.

Love, Light and Melody, an
organization that benefits the
poor in Nicaragua, will be hold-
ing an event at Common Grounds
from 12 p.m. to 6 p.m. Saturday
to raise money for the poverty-
stricken people of Nicaragua.

The event is being sponsored
by Common Grounds, Love,
Light and Melody, and Jedidiah,
a clothing company.

Jill Mashburn, who owns
Common Grounds and who
assists Love, Light and Melody, is

VITEK from page 1

getting a player of her skill
level to an unestablished program
like Baylor’s was nothing short of
a coup. She chose Baylor in part
because of the visual commit-
ments Baylor made to the softball
program, but mostly to start a
path to medical school and, even-
tually, to become a chiropractor.

“Knowing what she did for
this program, she pretty much
put us on the map in softball,
Moore said. “And that was back
in the days where it wasn't easy
to get a top, high-caliber pitcher
committ to you.”

“The Miracle Girl”

It was barely 10:30 on a cold
Tuesday morning in late January
2008 when Vitek crammed her-
self into a car with a sore throat
en route to the hospital. It seemed
innocuous enough for the former
Baylor softball pitching star, cer-
tainly not enough to cause seri-
ous alarm.

The doctors at the emergency
care clinic at Memorial Herman
Hospital in Katy promptly diag-
nosed her with pneumonia and
sent her home with some routine
antibiotic medicine.

But her condition upon her
return home took a sudden and
drastic downturn. A group of cap-
illaries in her lungs had ruptured
from an excessive amount of
coughing, leaking dangerous bac-
teria into her blood stream and
putting Vitek into septic shock.
Her organs — most notably her
kidneys —shut down as a result of
a rapid loss of fluid, placing Vitek
in a near-deadly stasis.

“1 felt feverish one day; the
next day [ woke up with pneumo-
nia and by that night I was sep-
tic,” Vitek said. “Tt was just so fast,
there was no way to know.”

The early days of her hospi-
talization were full of uncertain-
ty. She wasn’t allowed visitors
because they agitated her delicate
condition. She would often wake
and grope wildly at the number
of tubes that pulsed live-saving
medicine through her veins. Vitek
woke up during her first Saturday
and motioned for a pen. With it
she scribbled just three words
onto a paper — “get me out.”

The following week was try-
ing for the Vitek family. Cristen
struggled with a recurring fever
that befuddled the doctors, dialy-
sis treatment wasn't kick-starting
her kidneys like it was meant
to and a host of violent bacteria
wouldn't clear out of her system.
The doctors taxed Vitek’s body to
the limit, pumping her with over
100 pounds of excess fluid to
flush out the harmful bacteria.

The family was locked in a
state of limbo that had Vitek on
continual deathwatch.

“I'm speechless. 1 don't really
know why it happened,” Vitek
said. “I remember going into
the emergency room but I don't
remember anything for awhile.
[t was really scary, because the
methods they used were the last
resort they had.”

putting the event together.

“This is a combined effort of
different people with different tal-
ents coming together for a com-
mon purpose to help people,”
Mashburn said.

Mashburn got involved with
the organization through founder
Brad Corrigan, lead singer of Dis-
patch.

For the past two years, Corri-
gan has brought support to vari-
ous Nicaraguan organizations
working with the people of La
Chureca, through an event called
Dia de Luz, or Day of Light.

The event will feature live
music and art by Esther Havens,
who has taken photographs for
the organization for two years.

Havens said her goal is to con-

Then, three weeks after that
first cold January morning, Vitek’s
kidneys simply started working.
The nurses took to calling her
“Miracle Girl” as she began roam-
ing the hospital corridors, lost the
dialysis machine and broke her
interminable fever for good. She
walked 240 feet during her first
walk through the hospital halls,
just far enough for a ball to clear
the centerfield wall at Getterman
Stadium.

“She looked at death in the
eyes just a little while ago. Not
only has she recovered, she looks
awesome,” Moore said. “She’s
almost a walking miracle, when
they call the priestin and the fam-
ily, and basically were prepared to
say goodbye to her.”

From The Brink

Where Vitek’s kidneys failed,
her friends and family succeeded
in filling her hospital room with
support. The tubes that weaved
their way down her trachea dur-
ing those first volitile moments
prevented Vitek from speaking,
but they couldn’t hide her smiles
when her parents read her the
scores of text messages from
her former teammates, coaches,
friends and family.

On Jan. 29, the nurses pre-
sented Vitek with more than
250 letters wishing her a speedy
recovery. None of them had seen
anything like it. Her family put
together a binder that pieced
together the emails and letters
they’d received for her recovery.
Former teammate Kelly Osburn
even started a Facebook group
monitoring Vitek’s condition that
garnered 81 members, most of
whom were current and former
softball players.

While junior pitcher Brittany
Turner might not have known
Vitek personally, it didn't stop
her and the rest of the team from
reaching out to her.

“We were really worried about
her when she was sick, and we
prayed for her a lot,” Turner said.
“We had constant updates on
how she was doing. She’s a fighter.
The coaches always described her
as a fighter, so deep down we all
knew she’d be okay.”

Vitek still hopelessly gropes for
the words to show how thankful
she was for the continual support,
some of which was from people
she didn’t know, like Turner.

‘I can't even describe how
amazing it was just to feel and
have that support,” Vitek said.
“You always think about what you
would say to somebody in that
situation, but I realized it doesn’t
really matter what somebody says
toyou. It's just the fact that they're
thinking and praying for you.
That really means the world.”

Theillness forced Vitek to drop
out of school for the semester, but
her quest to become a licensed
chiropractor and continue on
with what she sees as a blessed
life is only just beginning.

“She’s one of the most compet-
itive athletes I've ever coached,”
Moore said. “Probably that will
and determination is why she’s
alive today.”

nect with the people as much as
possible.

“Even though these people are
living in extreme poverty, they
have a joy about them that I have
never seen before,” she said.

Starting at 8 p.m., Seth Phil-
pottand Whitney Whyte will take
the stage for the remainder of the
night. The show costs $5.

A portion of sales from Com-
mon Grounds and money from
all of the art sold will be donated
to Love, Light and Melody.

“When 1 was in the trash
dump (in La Chureca), I decided
that 100 percent of my artwork
sales would go to profit the mis-
sion of Love, Light and Melody,”
Havens said.

During the event there will be

an option to make donations, and
artists Kelli Murray, a designer for
Jedidiah, and Austin Blasingame
will be painting a mural on the
side patio of Common Grounds.
Blasingame said he has always
wanted to help people, and is now
using his art to do just that. The
mural will incorporate the event
and will stem off of what Com-
mon Grounds is really about.
“The mural will be about
bringing people together, which
is a common goal of Common
Grounds as well as Love, Light
and Melody,” Blasingame said.
The mural will be started Fri-
day so it can be completed early
Saturday.
“The goal during Dia de Luz is
to come together and walk with

the people of La Chureca hand in
hand, showing that we care about
them,” Havens said.

Close to 400 people are
involved in Dia de Luz, and Love,
Light and Melody is looking for
more support, Mashburn said.

“We are trying to create an
awareness of practical ways for
people to get involved in the fight
against extreme poverty,” Mash-
burn said.

Eventually, Love, Light and
Melody would like to expand its
reach farther than Nicaragua and
plans to fight poverty on a broad-
er level, Mashburn said.

For more information or to
view some of the artwork being
featured, visit lovelightandmelo-
dy.org or estherhavens.com.

Businessman makes plea deal

By Larry Neumeister
Associated Press

arrest.
“He was a terrific witness,”
U.S. District Judge Denny

NEW YORK (AP) — An
Iraqi-American business-
man who admitted helping
Saddam Hussein’s govern-
ment in the oil-for-food scan-
dal was fined $300,000 and
sentenced to probation by a
judge who said he provided
substantial assistance to the
U.S. government after his

WACO from page 1

prepared to take in the
children as soon as the state
calls. Mize said that the home
would be expecting to receive
children five years old and

older.

“Based on conversations
between our president and
state officials, we have been
given a time period and esti-
mate of how many children to
expect,” Mize said. “We will
not know anything for sure
until we receive the call from
the state and the children are

on their way.”

Mize said that the home
has increased security with-
in the past few days, enlist-
ing the support of the Waco
police department and pre-
paring personnel. The home
has had beds and living quar-
ters prepared in the event that

the children come.

“We're anxious to see if we
receive the children,” Mize
said. “We've had 24-hour
around-the-clock security.
Our primary goal will be to
ensure their safety, privacy

and well-being.”

Mize said that the home
will have social workers and
counselors to work with the
children, although there have
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Chin said Thursday as he
bestowed leniency on Samir
A. Vincent, who could have
faced years in prison.

Vincent, a 67-year-old
naturalized U.S. citizen from
Annandale, Va., testified at
two trials, including one that
was interrupted when Texas
oilman Oscar Wyatt Jr. plead-
ed guilty to conspiracy.

been no specific plans as to
when and how the services
will be offered.

“There are a significant
number of unknowns in this
situation,” Mize said. “We
don’t know the expectations
of the state as far as to what
extent we will assist them. We
expect that state officials will
be working with us to deter-
mine what steps will be taken
to assist the children psycho-
logically and emotionally.”

Sociology senior lecturer
Kay Mueller said that she
would imagine that the chil-
dren would undergo emotion-
al stress as they faced being
uprooted from the only way
of life with which they were
familiar.

“l couldn’t imagine any
child over the age of six who
was separated from their par-
ents not being traumatized
from the situation unfolding
before them,” Mueller said.
“If you were suddenly taken
away from where you lived all
of your life and put into what
they call the outside world,
would you not be shocked?”

Mueller said that sects like
FLDS are innovations of exist-
ing faiths and therefore would
be classified as new religious
orders, as being called a cult
indicates that the children
had no freedom of choice.

Vincent, an oil trader, had
occasionally accompanied
Wyatt on his meetings with
high-ranking Iraqi officials.

Wyatt was sentenced last
year to a year and a day in
prison.

The judge said he agreed
with the government that the
oil-for-food cases could not
have been made without the
involvement of Vincent, who
was a decathlete on Iraq’s
1964 Olympics team.

“It appears that most of
the children have not spent
any time in the outside
world,” Mueller said. “These
organizations adhere to reli-
gious beliefs that would clas-
sify them as a new religious
movement. Regardless if it is
right or wrong, children can
undergo cultural shock if at
first isolated from an outside
community and suddenly
introduced into one. I would
be concerned about the psy-
chological and sociological
stress that they are facing.”

Mueller said that the diffi-
culty lies in determining what
will happen to the children
after the investigation has
completed.

“You have to question how
it could best be determined if
a child has been mistreated,
and if so, decide whether
they should be taken to new
homes or given back to their
parents,” Mueller said. “It’s a
double-edged sword, but it’s
the responsibility of the state
to protect the children.”

Mize said that the home
would not know how the chil-
dren were divided to each of
the care facilities until they
arrive.

The Associated Press
reported the case as one of
the largest custody cases in
U.S. history.

SENATE from page 1

since the senior class has
already met its set goal of
$25,000 for the scholarship,
there is no need for the sen-
ate to allocate them additional
funds.

“I do have concerns regard-
ing the fact that this does set
precedence,” Paxton said. I
wonder if this senior class sets
the bar with getting money
from the Student Life Fund, if
this will become a pattern for
the years to come.”

However, the senate previ-
ously allocated $10,000 to the
Immortal Ten statue, a past
senior class gift.

“The precedent has already
been set,” Silsbee junior Sam
Moore said. “We have allocat-
ed money to a senior class gift
before, so I don’t think this cre-
ates a dependency on the Stu-
dent Life Fund. Because this
gift builds on itself, I think it’s
a unique opportunity for us.”

Senate also passed a sup-
port resolution to amend the
attendance policy. As it cur-
rently stands, there is no dif-
ferentiation between excused
and unexcused absences.
Even university-excused
absences, such as university-
sponsored events and chronic
illness count against students.
The resolution also points out
that Tier 1 universities, such as
Harvard, Rice, and SMU, don't
have campuswide attendance
policies.

Oklahoma City, Okla,
Freshman Anna Imose had
concerns about the resolution.

“To put a blanket policy
over the entire student body
kind of allows all people to
claim that they have all sorts of
problems and get out of class,”
she said. “This bill sets us up to
kind of do away with an atten-
dance policy that is set up for
a certain reason.”

The support resolution
calls for the policy to be
amended so that university-
excused absences don't count
toward automatic failure of a
class, and that students with
serious illnesses should only
be required to release perti-
nent medical history in order
to secure an excused absence.
It proposes that students be
allowed excused absences on
top of the 25 percent of classes
they are already permitted to
miss.

“It's important to have a set
policy in place so that some
people don’t get accommo-
dations made for them while
others don’t,” Herndon said.
“If there is a policy covering
everyone, there is no bias in
terms of some people getting
lucky and talking to the right
people while others don't. I'm
all for this bill.”

Junior Ray Panneton was
appointed as a justice on the
Student Court, and deputy
chief justice Matt Crosby is the
new chief justice.

8 Waterstone Square Condos

2021 5. 8th

For Lease

$1495- $995/month
June and July rent free
when singing 12 month
lease

Self Cleaning Cook Range
Microwave

dispenser

Large Closets

Fire Sprinkler System
Security System

3 Bedroom 3 Bath & 2 Bedroom 2 Bath Condos
High efficient heating and A/C
Full Size Washer and Dryer

Side by Side Refrigerator Freezer w/ Ice and Water

Prewired Cable/Telephone/Internet

W J Properties

254.722.2152

willjones@grandecom.net

Located @ 8th & Ivy

Walking distance from campus
Minutes from the Law School

CLASSIFIEDS

TO PLACE YOUR AD,

cALL (254)710-3407

HOUSING

New brick duplex on Bagby. 4 BR/2
BA, large interior $279.00.Phone:
254-749-2067.

Only 2 houses LEFT! brand
new houses still available STU-
DENTS and FACULTY ONLY.
Safe units with mature tenants.
Call Chip @ 254.379.0284

HOUSE FOR LEASE. 5 BR/ 2.5
BA. Convenient to campus. Stove,
refrigerator, dishwasher, washer/
dryer furnished. $1100/$1100.
ASK ABOUT OUR MOVE IN SPE-
CIAL. Call 754-4834.

RENT NEGOTIABLE: $1500. Avail-
able for next school year starting
6/1/08: 4BR/2BA large brick duplex
apartments on Bagby and South
11th. 4-6 tenants. Also large brick
duplexes on South 11th. Days:
315-3827, evenings 799-8480.

Baylor, 3108 South 3rd just off
LaSalle, 4BR, 2BA, CH/A, Washer/
Dryer, Refrigerator, Stove includ-
ed. Alarm system. Just remod-
eled and updated. $1,200/mo.
254-744-1178

DUPLEX FOR RENT. 2 BR/1 BA.
Walk to class. $400 rent / $400
security deposit. Call 754-4834.

SUMMER LEASE! Very LARGE
duplex 4 blocks from Baylor.
2br/2ba, W/D, 3-5 students,
Each $180 & up. 1312 Bagby.
817-715-5559, 817-421-1114

2 bed 2 bath duplex. Huge bed-
rooms and huge walk in closets.
Walking distance to campus. $895
Per Month. 817-313-1770

Nice one BR condo $525 Walk to
campus! Washer/dryer, pool, gated.
254-855-2716

Bellmead 1202 Somerset, 2 BR, 1
BA, CH/A, Washer/Dryer, Refrigera-
tor, Stove included. Clean and Nice.
$650/mo. 254-744-1178

3905 James - 2BR/1BA , New
C H/A, fenced yard, owner will
finance, by nice park, $67K. Call
Debbie 254-744-3113.

For rent: Garage studio; mature
girls; Christian standards; quiet
residential area, 254-757-2823,
$490, utilities paid.

4 bed 2 bath duplex. Huge bed-
rooms and huge walk in clos-
ets. Walking distance to campus.
$1295 per Month. 817-313-1770

1 Bed, 1 Study Loft Condo For
Rent. Only one left! Kim Fowler
254-339-9883 Keller Williams.
www.heartoftexasgroup.com

Apartment for rent in the Baylor
area. Only $485 /month! Call Erin
Benson@ 254-548-9086 for a
showing.

EMPLOYMENT

First Baptist Preschool Teachers
needed for afternoons3:00 - 5:00
p.m. Apply in person756-6933

2/2 Loft Condo; washer/dryer. 7th
& Wood. Call 254-717-3645 or
940-585-6014; leave message.

Earn $800-$3200 a month to drive
brand new cars with ads placed on
them. www.AdCarClub.com

Wanted: AREA MANAGER/LEAS-
ING AGENT. (Full Time) For Bay-
lor area management company.
Must have real estate license.
Benefits included. Fax resume to
756-5408.

NEED A SUMMER JOB? The YMCA
of Central Texas is accepting appli-
cations for full-time & part-time posi-
tions. For more information contact
Karen Brown @ (254) 776-6612.

FOR SALE

1998 Toyota RAV 4, 125,000
miles. 4 wheel drive. $5995.
254-715-2280.
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