
By Victoria Mgbemena 
Staff writer

On a Wednesday afternoon 
in June of 1955, a jet pilot in the 
67th Fighter Bomber squadron 
of the United States Air Force 
gave his life to save a Japanese 
village as his aircraft plummeted 
one thousand, five hundred feet 
to the ground. 

First Lieutenant Joshua C. 
Harris Jr.’s memorial light post 
stands in front of the McLane 
Student Life Center, along the 
sidewalk that runs down Speight 
Avenue. The plaque currently 
reads that Harris was killed in 
service in Okinawa.

Stan Bradford, a DeSoto engi-
neering forecast developer and 
‘78 Baylor alum, has made it his 
mission to change Harris’ memo-
rial plate to more accurately 
reflect Harris’ actions. Bradford 
has raised $500 in donations 
from his home church and other 
alumni to have Harris’ memorial 
plaque recast in time to pres-
ent it to Harris’ family before 
Memorial Day. Bradford is also 
supporting the efforts of Frank 
Jasek, a staff member in the pres-
ervation department in Univer-
sity Libraries, in his efforts to 
raise funds for a compilation of 
personal essays and memoirs of 
Baylor’s fallen soldiers.  

The project strikes a personal 
chord with Bradford, whose own 
son is a 2005 Baylor alum and 
a First Lieutenant in the United 
States Air Force.

“Josh acted to spare folks he 

didn’t even know,” Bradford 
said. “In effect, his decision to 
stay with his jet to save those 
people on the ground cost him 
his life. That is what motivated 
me to find out more about this. 
He deserves to be recognized.”

Harris was a jet fighter pilot 
in the Air Force during the reas-
signment of the 18th Fighter 
Bomber squadron to the Kade-
na Air Base in Okinawa, Japan. 
Harris, a ‘51 Baylor alum, was 
flying a jet fighter that after-
noon as part of a training mis-
sion to practice formations and 
air tactics. The engine in Harris’ 
F-86 jet had begun to surge, and 
he radioed in to communicate 
that he would return to land at 
the base. He radioed a second 
time to indicate that the engine 
had smoothed out a bit and that 
he would continue to land. His 
engine later stopped six miles 
away from the base, and he was 
instructed to eject himself and 
parachute out of his aircraft. 
Realizing that his jet would hit 
a village below, Harris stayed 
in the jet to maneuver it away 
from the village. He died instan-
taneously upon impact as he 
attempted to parachute out of 
the jet moments later. 

Harris’ commanding officer 
Captain Conrad L. Johnson 
had written in the letter to the 
Harris family informing them 
of their son’s death that he had 
never encountered a student or 
pilot more receptive to instruc-
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Stan Bradford, a ‘78 Baylor alum, stands next to Joshua C. Harris Jr.’s light 
post in front of the McLane Student Life Center. Bradford raised $500 to get 
the plaque recast to more accurately tell the story of Harris’ brave service.

Fallen soldier’s 
story retold on 
SlC light post 

Juicy Campus 
site will not 
be blocked

By Ashley Killough
Reporter

Despite Student Senate backing a proposal to 
block JuicyCampus.com from campus comput-
ers, Baylor will not be Juicy-free. 

According to a statement released by Infor-
mation Technology Services, Baylor’s policy on 
Juicy Campus states that the university is “not 
the content publisher for JuicyCampus.com. Any 
questions concerning content on the site should 
be directed to the publisher. Baylor does not fil-
ter web content other than pornography, and all 
other institutions in the Big 12 do not filter con-
tent at all.”

Travis Plummer, Baylor’s student body presi-
dent, acknowledged the difficulty of Baylor’s 
decision and said the proposal was even highly 
debated within Student Senate. 

“I don’t think Baylor is comfortable with 
arbitrarily making the decision to block the site 
because it involves a lot of gray issues,” Plummer 
said. “It’s hard to regulate what is true and what 
is freedom of speech. It also poses the question 
of whether other sites like BUBooks.com should 
be regulated as well.”

Plummer said Student Government has been 
quiet about the administration’s policy in an 
effort to avoid pumping up publicity for Juicy 
Campus and directing more hits to the site.

Thomas Herndon, a Kansas City, Kan.. senior, 
agrees with Baylor’s policy.

“I feel like it is the right response from Baylor 
because if we ban Juicy Campus, then there are a 
lot of other sites we would need to block,” Hern-
don said. “It would be a question of how far we 
are willing to take it, and it involves a lot more 
time and energy than Baylor needs to spend. 

The idea of banning Juicy Campus has 
been discussed among student governments at 
schools across the country, including Pepper-
dine University, Columbia University and Yale 
University.  So far, however, school administra-
tors have granted none of the proposals. 

Pope hopes visit will 
bring spiritual renewal
By Lori Cotton
Reporter

The papal plane landed 10 
minutes ahead of schedule Tues-
day when Pope Benedict XVI 
made his first papal visit to the 
United States.

President George W. Bush 
was at Andrews Air Force Base 
in Maryland to greet him along 
with his wife, First Lady Laura 
Bush their daughter, Jenna and a 
group of dignitaries in the Roman 
Catholic Church. The official wel-
come will take place at the White 
House today, on the pope’s 81st 
birthday.

The pope’s itinerary includes 
a discussion with President Bush 
about immigration before con-
ducting Mass at Nationals Park in 
Washington on Thursday. 

Friday the pope will address 
the United Nations in New York 

and will finish the week with a 
visit to Ground Zero and Yankee 
Stadium. 

Compared to his predeces-
sor, Pope John Paul II, Benedict is 
more reserved and less of a “celeb-
rity,” said Stephen Pope, a theol-
ogy professor at Boston College.  

But lately, Pope Benedict XVI 
has been speaking out about the 
sexual abuse happening within 
the Catholic Church. 

“I am deeply ashamed, and 
we will do what is possible so 
this cannot happen again in the 
future,” he said during his flight 
to Washington.

The pope is prepared to talk 
about these heated issues while 
he is in America. 

Before his departure from Vati-
can City, Pope Benedict asked a 
group of “well-wishers” to “pray 
for the success of my visit, so 
that it may be a time of spiritual 

renewal for all Americans.” 
But what does the pope com-

ing to America mean for the Cath-
olic community in Waco? Many 
Catholic people in Central Texas 
have expressed excitement for his 
visit. 

Frisco sophomore Sanja Trtanj 

said, “I’m glad that he is coming. It 
shows people in Texas and Amer-
ica that Catholicism is prevalent 
and that it is emerging.”

Others feel that the papal visit 
will be positive for the image of 

Student sent to hospital 
after being hit by car

By Christina Kruse
Staff writer

A female student was sent 
to Hillcrest hospital after being 
struck by a car while crossing 
the street on the intersection of 
2nd Street and Bagby Avenue. 

The accident occurred 
Tuesday around 9:28 a.m., 
while Woodlands senior Kelly 
Gilcrease was crossing Bagby 
Avenue, heading northbound, 
according to Waco police 
reports. 

The driver, Flower Mound 
sophomore Anna Ligon, was 
on Speight Street, which turns 
into 2nd Street, facing south-
bound, and turned left on 
Bagby Avenue. The light was 
green, according to the police 
report.

Gilcrease had the right of 
way, indicated by a f lashing 
white hand, when she was 

crossing the street, according 
to police reports.

The driver turned with-
out noticing the pedestrian 
in the crosswalk, and struck 
Gilcrease,  said Waco Police 
Department spokesman  Steve 
Anderson.

Gilcrease sustained non-
capacitating injuries, accord-
ing to police reports. 

Ligon, who was driving a 
2001 gold Isuzu Rodeo SUV, 
failed to yield the right-of-
way to a pedestrian. However, 
no tickets have been issued, 
Anderson said. 

“The girl (Ligon) that struck 
her (Gilcrease) was very dis-
traught,” Baylor police chief 
Jim Doak said. 

Doak also noted that in 
spite of large numbers of stu-
dents crossing the street every 
day, this type of accident is a 
rare occurrence.
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Diadeloso 
Activities and 

Schedule

Tournaments:
Tug of War•	
Sand Vol-•	
leyball
Indoor Soc-•	
cer
Coed Ulti-•	
mate Frisbee
Dodgeball•	
Racquetball•	
Tennis•	
5k Fun Run•	
Diadeloso •	
Strongest 
Man Compe-
tition

Entertainment:
9:30 a.m. •	
AFROTC 
Opening Flag 
Ceremony 
10:00 a.m. •	
Baylor Spirit 
Squads
10:15 a.m. •	
Latin Dance 
Society
10:40 a.m. •	
Swing Dance 
Society
11:00 a.m. •	
Hypnotist
12:00 p.m. •	
Concert with 
Sleeperstar 
and Chris 
Rice
1:30 p.m. •	
Hypnotist•	
2:15 p.m. •	
Step Show•	
3:30 p.m. •	
Hypnotist
4:15 p.m. The •	
Kornegays 
(Cover Band)
5:00 p.m. •	
Announce-
ment of the 
Dia Queen

Lunch:
Noon mea l 
will be served 
outside of the 
McLane Student 
Life Center from 
12:00 p.m. to 
2:00 p.m. fea-
turing hot dogs, 
chopped beef 
s a n d w i c h e s , 
rope sausage, 
baked beans, 
potato salad, 
coleslaw, Dr. 
Pepper products 
and Blue Bell ice 
cream.

Baylor Lariat pho-
tographers will be 
posting Diadeloso 
photos on  www.
baylor.edu/lariat 
throughout the 
day.

Baylor uses merit 
system to determine 

raises in wage instead 
of inflation

By Anita Pere
Staff writer

A study released Monday by 
the American Association of 
University Professors revealed 
a need echoed among Baylor 
faculty members: faculty pay 
increases should accommodate 
for inflation. 

John Curtis, AAUP director 
of research and public policy, 
said he found the downward 
shift in hiring tenure-track pro-
fessors at universities around 
the nation also disheartening. 

Matt Cordon, chairman of 
faculty senate, and provost Ran-
dall O’Brien agreed that this 
isn’t a huge concern at Baylor. 
But as professors nationwide 
obtain lighter class loads to 
free up time for publishing, the 
hire of lecturers is growing in 
appeal. 

Faculty wages

Salaries for Baylor faculty are 
lacking, Cordon said. 

“If you’re going to have 
world-class faculty, you have to 
pay for world-class faculty,” he 
said. “Our salaries lag behind 
schools we aspire to be.”

The AAUP study cites aver-
age annual salary for full profes-
sors, associate professors and 
assistant professors at $102,867, 
$72,961 and $61,103, respec-
tively. At Baylor, the average 
annual salary for full professors 

is $97,241, with $74,681 for asso-
ciate professors and $69,536 for 
assistant professors. 

But the AAUP presents even 
higher average figures for fac-
ulty at private, independent 
institutions — $144,256 for full 
professor, $92,148 for associ-
ate professors and $78,840 for 
assistant professors. 

The Faculty Senate formed a 
committee in 2005 to address 
the issue of faculty pay. Robert 
Cloud, professor of education, 
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Associated Press

Jenna Bush, daughter of President Bush, greets Pope Benedict XVI with first 
lady Laura Bush Tuesday as he arrives at Andrews Air Force Base, Md.
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McVicker, Yeakley, 
Short make strong 
government trio

Election season is under way for 
student government. Students can 
vote for their favorite candidates start-
ing today at 8 a.m. until 5 p.m. Thurs-
day at www.baylor.edu/sg/vote. Each 
year, The Baylor Lariat editorial board 
is given a special opportunity to sit 
down with the candidates for the top 
three student government positions.

After comparing their goals, experi-
ence, personality and vision, we select 
those we believe will do the best job. 
These endorsements are solely the 
opinions of the majority of the edito-
rial board and should serve only as 
a guide to understanding the student 
body’s options when choosing leaders 
for next year.

Video clips of the interviews can be 
found on our Web site at www.baylor.
edu/Lariat.

Student body president

The president of the student body 
must be able to not only communicate 
with administrators, but also con-
nect with students. When The Baylor 
Lariat sat down with Bush Prairie, 
Wash., junior Chase McVicker, it was 
clear he would 
be able to do 
just that. Though 
he occupies the 
lowest political 
position of any 
of the candidates, 
for McVicker 
this might be 
a strength. He 
believes his posi-
tion helps him 
to relate better 
to the majority of 
the student body and that his outgoing 
personality makes him approachable.

However, he is not without expe-
rience. McVicker currently serves as 
president of the Bear Pit, the largest 
student organization in Texas. His time 
leading the organization has taught 
him much about managing people, 
putting on events and dealing with 
different levels of authority as well as 
administrators.

He has a practical and clear-cut 
approach to solving campus problems, 
including the lack of student input 
with the Baylor Board of Regents. 

McVicker hopes to bring local 
regents to more Baylor events and facil-
itate student interaction with them. 

He emphasized that the act of stu-
dents and regents eating dinner or 
attending baseball games together can 
encourage understanding.

Though we ultimately chose to 
endorse McVicker, we were impressed 
with the ideas offered by Wescosville, 
Penn., junior Sam Chen and Garland 
sophomore Bryan Fonville.

Chen, who currently serves as a jus-
tice on the Student Court, pointed out 
that the new 15-minute break between 
classes and the acceptance of non-Bap-
tist Christian groups on campus were 
both ideas that started in Student Sen-
ate. However, he noted that only 2,500 
students voted in last year’s student 
body elections. 

Chen, if elected, hopes to increase 
student awareness of and involvement 
in campus politics.

Fonville, who currently serves 
as the external vice president, also 
brought up improved communication 
between student government and stu-
dents. He promises to bring his experi-
ence as external vice president to the 
task of creating more weekend events 
for students in Waco. He cited the lack 
of student events and recreational 
opportunities in Waco as one reason 
students leave Waco on the weekend. 

External vice president

Lindale junior Nicole Yeakley has 
the perfect mix of experience and new 
ideas to bring to the office of external 
vice president. 

We were especially impressed by 
Yeakley’s ideas about getting Baylor 
involved in organizations beyond 
Waco, improving our school’s relation-
ship with other schools and with local 
and state government. 

Though the Waco-Baylor relation-
ship is important, Yeakley said, the 
focus on her position will be more 

than just that. 
She is especially excited about 

involving Baylor students with lob-
bying efforts on 
student issues, 
such as Pell 
grants or tax-free 
textbooks. 

Yeakley hopes 
student govern-
ment will reach 
out to students 
and communi-
cate more effec-
tively, and she 
seems like the 
candidate to do 
that.

However, we were also impressed 
with the passion of Sugar Land junior 
Alexander Dubois. Although less expe-
rienced than Yeakley, Dubois exudes 
enthusiasm for Baylor and its student 
body.

Dubois has served as a junior sena-
tor as well as a community leader. 

If elected, he plans to encourage 
more mentoring within Baylor and in 

partnership with the Waco commu-
nity.

Internal vice president

Dallas junior 
Parker Short has, 
in his own words, 
worked his way 
up through Stu-
dent Senate. He 
has the experi-
ence to perform 
as president of 
the senate and 
turned his self-
described pas-
sion for improve-
ment into several ideas for his tenure 
as internal vice president.

One thing Short hopes to accom-
plish is persuading the university to 
allow university-excused absences to 
not count against students’ 25 percent 
absence limits. He also plans to make 
sure the student bill of rights is read-
ily available and better publicized. The 
bill of rights will be available in the 
Welcome Week packets of incoming 

freshman.
He also plans to continue to ques-

tion the administration about imple-
menting the adequate wage proposal. 

Unfortunately, Short is the only 
candidate for this position. However 
qualified Short may be, we hope that 
future elections will have more than 
one candidate on the ballot. In elec-
tions, options are a good thing, and a 
diversity of candidates is indicative of 
the student body’s interest in campus 
politics.

Though we could only endorse 
three of these candidates, all of them 
have good ideas and seem to care 
about the student body. We hope that 
they come to fruition in the following 
year and that the victorious candidates 
continue to find even better ways to 
serve their fellow students. 

In the end, it doesn’t matter if you 
agree with our choices or not. The  
important thing is that you participate 
in student body elections by voting for 
someone. Remember, these elections 
will affect our future.

 The Baylor Lariat welcomes reader viewpoints through letters 
to the editor and guest columns. 

Opinions expressed in the Lariat are not necessarily those 
of the Baylor administration, the Baylor Board of Regents or the 
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graduation year, phone number and student identification num-
ber. 
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All submissions become the property of The Baylor Lariat. The 
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When I turned on my tele-
vision Thursday, I didn’t want 
to think about anything. I just 
wanted to be entertained by 
varying degrees of musical tal-
ent on American Idol.

Apparently, that was too 
much to ask. Instead of the 
usual rock, pop and country 
compilation, a gospel choir took 
the stage as the remaining eight 
contestants belted out “Shout to 
Lord.” 

This normally passé worship 
song commanded my atten-
tion. Had someone changed the 
channel to TBN?

 No such luck. While I am 
unapologetically Christian, this 
display of patriotism baptized 
in the cross struck a not-so-rev-
erent chord with me.

 It’s American Idol, people, 
not Jesus Christ Superstar. 

By evoking the name of Jesus 
explicitly on the otherwise sec-
ular show, a new lens has been 
cast over the brightly-colored 
stage: religion.

 God help us all.
As if the rest of the world 

doesn’t have a hard enough time 

believing all of our actions, mili-
tarily or otherwise, aren’t moti-
vated by our Christian faith, we 
had to throw down the Jesus 
card on American Idol. Next 
week I’m sure leather-clad con-
testants will find a new subject 
to exploit for higher ratings.

If a particular contestant had 
selected the song, which prob-
ably isn’t too far off on the hori-
zon, I would be less critical. Per-
haps that one contestant truly 
felt compelled to sing about his 
or her faith. Perhaps it wasn’t all 
about ratings and revenue. But 
one contestant didn’t choose 
this song. The producers of the 
show did. And they chose it for 
everyone.

Suddenly, all the idol contes-
tants are fervent believers. What 
a co-inky-dink. I have a difficult 

time believing eight entertain-
ing individuals under 25, which 
is the lowest religious demo-
graphic in America, are devout 
Christians. 

But they certainly can sell it. 
The gospel choir in the back-

ground coupled with the gentle 
swaying of contestants dispelled 
any inklings of impiety.  

In the same way that I take 
issue with a church displaying 
an American flag in the sanctu-
ary, I take issue with American 
Idol dictating cookie-cutter wor-
ship songs to contestants. 

Our identity as Americans is 
not synonymous with Christi-
anity, and both of the aforemen-
tioned actions suggest other-
wise. 

Sadly, this type of catch-all 
religion isn’t too far away from 
what most people consider mov-
ing acts of faith. It’s fairly easy to 
stand up on a stage and sing a 
song about Jesus without actu-
ally knowing much more than 
the lyrics. 

It’s easier still to tell someone 
else to do it. When we throw a 
Jesus-shaped stamp on every-

thing, we better think about 
what we’re really saying to the 
world and to ourselves. 

Sure, it makes us feel all 
warm and Christiany inside to 
see would-be-pop-stars belting 
out religious rhetoric, but what 
about what they do after that? 
What about the next song they 
sing? Suddenly, and perhaps 
unwittingly, we have just com-
missioned eight new public 
defenders of the faith. 

While it’s unlikely that any-
one will seek their spiritual 
guidance, they are literally the 
face of America — and now 
Christianity — to millions of 
viewers worldwide. 

And rest assured the world 
will still be watching when they 
get that DWI, enter rehab, or 
impregnate someone related to 
Britney Spears. 

Celebrity worship is nothing 
new. But celebrities worshipping 
Jesus to boost ratings are a new 
low, even for American Idol.

Claire St. Amant is a senior 
professional writing major from 
Katy and the city editor of The 
Baylor Lariat. 

‘American idol’ performance marred 
by idle equation of religion, patriotism
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ACROSS 
1 Check words
6 Bowler’s button
11 Grocery sack
14 Cancel, as a launch
15 Slip-up
16 Tankard fill
17 Date
20 Cheri of “SNL”
21 Shea corners
22 German exclamation
24 Singer O’Connor
28 Violent anger
29 Swedish auto
31 Writer Gide
33 Mal de __
34 Military forces
37 Udder ends
39 Date
43 Arab leader: var.
44 Ashe’s game
46 Matter form
49 Poker player’s declara-
tion
51 Mach+ jets
52 Agts.
54 Steep slope
57 CIA forerunner

58 Tapestry in “Hamlet”
60 Sphere of wisdom?
62 Date
68 Summer on the Somme
69 Lag behind
70 French annuity
71 The German
72 Witch trial city
73 Sen. Kefauver
  
DOWN
1 Sajak of “Wheel of For-
tune”
2 Attorney’s org.
3 City on Tokyo Bay
4 Waste allowance
5 Nebraska Sioux
6 Membrane of the inner 
eye
7 Hesitant sounds
8 Broadway sign
9 FEMA command facility
10 Chicago daily, briefly
11 Aromatic fir
12 Assert to be true
13 Yellowstone Park sight
18 Tell’s canton
19 Bern’s river

22 Simile center
23 Goldfish relative
25 Intestinal
26 “Zip-__-Doo-Dah”
27 Working copy
30 Ill humor
32 To be, in Toulon
35 Mme. Bovary
36 Engraved slab
38 Basks
40 Fam. members
41 Audaciously rude
42 Tiny birds
45 Old draft org.
46 Arranged in steps
47 Expose to oxygen
48 More agile
50 Flame-thrower fluid
53 Senator Nunn
55 Stimpy’s pal
56 San Diego pro
59 Drunkards
61 Some whiskeys
63 FDR program
64 Latvian chess master
65 Hotfoot it
66 Supped
67 Legal thing

McVicker Yeakley Short
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SIGN NEW 
12 MONTH 

LEASE 
on any of 

the properties 
listed here for 

JUNE 2008 – MAY 2009 
and RECEIVE 

FREE TIME WARNER 
DIGITAL CABLE TV 

AND INTERNET. 
CALL FOR DETAILS

from any of these
Apartments 

or 
Condominiums

755-7500

754-4351

756-0016

754-4434

755-7222 

753-5355

753-5355

753-5355

753-5355

754-4351

756-0016

755-7500
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LL SAMS HISTORIC LOFTSLL SAMS HISTORIC LOFTS
GATED COMMUNITY WITHIN

WALKING DISTANCE TO BAYLOR

755-7267755-7267CORNER OF 1ST & LASALLE

Saltwater Pool • Hot Tub • Full Appliance Package

www.llsamslofts.com
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Fashion show to benefit rehab clinics
By Heather Fogt
Reporter

Models will showcase local 
fashions to benefit drug recov-
ery programs Thursday from 
11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. at Barron’s 
on 5th, a local restaurant.

Mission Waco’s Fashion with 
a Passion will incorporate cloth-
ing and accessories from The 
Clothesline, Amelia’s Fashion 
Exchange, and Collage Gallery, 
Studio and Boutique.

The Clothesline is a name-
brand resale store owned and 
operated by Mission Waco. It 
began as a thrift store in 2004 
but now sells gently worn wom-
en’s clothing. 

“This fashion show is going 
to be a unique approach toward 
combining resale, retail and con-
signment fashions and showing 
how everything works together,” 
Mission Waco volunteer director 
Joyce Brammer said.

This is the third year that 

Mission Waco has hosted a fash-
ion show but the first time to 
combine fashions from different 
stores.

Brammer said the idea to 
combine fashions from differ-
ent stores came from the rela-
tionships that have developed 
between the stores.

Amelia’s helped develop The 
Clothesline. Amelia’s and Col-
lage both make donations to the 
resale store.

Brammer said two goals will 
be accomplished by combining 
stores for the fashion show.

“One is that each site will 
be represented through some 
fashions of their own,” Brammer 
said. “All three sites will be rep-
resented on one model, showing 
how all these things can work 
together.”

Proceeds earned by The 
Clothesline support Mission 
Waco’s recovery programs. The 
average proceeds are $8,000 to 
$10,000 per year, Brammer said. 

The drug and alcohol recovery 
programs include two homes 
open for people who want to 
make a fresh start. Manna House 
is a home for adult males who 
have struggled with alcohol or 
drug addictions. House of Dig-
nity offers similar treatment for 
females.

Manna House opened in 
1999. It closed in 2000 but 
reopened in 2001 and has been 
operating since then. 

Vince Hartsfield is the direc-
tor for Manna House and said 
more than 50 successful gradu-
ates have gone through the treat-
ment program. 

More than 30 have been clean 
for at least one year. The program 
can last up to 12 months.

Hartsfield attributes the high 
success rate to the unique style 
of treatment participants must 
go through.

“For one thing, we have indi-
vidualized treatment strategies,” 
Hartsfield said. “The other rea-

son is that it’s faith-based.”
Manna House boasts a suc-

cess rate six times higher than 
the national average, according 
to the Mission Waco Web site.

On the other hand, House 
of Dignity began in 2004, but 
it closed 18 months later due to 
lack of funding, Brammer said.

 One graduate completed the 
women’s program.

“This is the primary reason 
we’re kicking off the campaign 
to the public to find base money 
to get this thing developed,” 
Brammer said.

Guests at the fashion show are 
asked to donate $25, which will 
go to the recovery programs.

Michelle Selkner was a model 
in the last fashion show and cur-
rently manages The Clothesline.

“I’m excited we’re trying 
to kind of step it up a notch,” 
Selkner said. “I’m hoping that it 
gets the word out to a different 
demographic than the one that 
already knows about us.”

Thesis presentations, 
keynote speakers 

part of honors week
Erika Pedroza
Reporter

Convocation, student pre-
sentations, lectures and ban-
quets comprise the 16th Annual 
Academic Honors Week taking 
place this week.

“Overseen by the Baylor Uni-
versity Honors College, Academ-
ic Honors Week is an ongoing 
recognition and celebration of 
the rigorous and exciting under-
graduate experience provided 
by Baylor University,” said Pau-
lette Edwards, assistant to the 
dean of the Honors College. 

The week-long celebration 
continues with convocation at 2 
p.m. today in the Barfield Draw-
ing Room of the Bill Daniel Stu-
dent Center.

Aquilla senior Sharon Well-
man will begin the event with 
a piano prelude, followed by a 
Welcome and Invocation by 
Executive Vice President and 
Provost Randall O’Brien. 

More than 100 students, 
including Pi Beta Kappa honor 
society members, graduating 
seniors in the Honors Program 
and 100 individual students will 
be honored as Outstanding Stu-
dents. 

The event will also feature 
keynote speaker John Hill, for-
mer Baylor graduate and law 
clerk to a United States district 
judge in San Antonio, who will 
give a speech titled “From Two 
Steps Ahead: A Journey of Dif-
ference.”

Honors Program student pre-
sentations will be in 115 Alex-
ander Residence Hall all week.

“These are our seniors pre-
senting the research they have 
done for their thesis, which is 
required of all Honors Program 
students,” said Al Beck, admis-
sions and advisement coordina-
tor for the Honors Program. “In 
their junior year, students pick 
a mentor and a topic and work 
one-on-one with that mentor to 
research a thesis that they usu-
ally begin writing their senior 
year. During this week, stu-
dents are given the opportunity 
to share their work with their 
peers, other students and fac-
ulty.”

Nearly 70 students will pres-
ent theses. Among them is Sugar 
Land senior Huma Patel, who 
wrote a thesis on “Humanizing 
Medicine: The Effectiveness of 

Narrative Medicine.”
“The opportunity for me to 

present my thesis to my peers 
and faculty not only allowed me 
to share the knowledge that I 
have acquired through research, 
but also allows my younger 
peers to learn from the obstacles 
that I have faced during the the-
sis-writing process,” Patel said. 
“Personally, I still have work to 
do on my thesis, but God will-
ing, it will all be worth it in the 
end.”

Events wrap up with “Planet 
Narnia: The Seven Heavens in 
the Imagination of C.S. Lewis,” 
a lecture by Dr. Michael Ward, 
chaplain of Peterhouse at the 
University of Cambridge at 3 
p.m. Friday in the Alexander 
Reading Room of the Alexander 
Residence Hall.

Academic Honors Week is 
endowed by 1934 Baylor alumni 
J. Harry and Anna Jeanes. He 
currently serves as regent emeri-
tus for the University.  

“The visionary desire of Mr. 
and Mrs. Jeanes to recognize 
intellectual achievement under-
scores one of the University’s 
fundamental purposes: the pur-
suit of academic excellence,” 
Edwards said. 

Edwards said the Honors 
College, the College of Arts and 
Sciences remain indebted to the 
Jeanes.

Their “endowment in 1993 
has made it possible, for 16 
years, through Academic Hon-
ors Week, for the program to 
acknowledge and congratulate 
the intellectual accomplish-
ments of many of Baylor’s finest 
undergraduate scholars across 
many disciplines,” he  said. 

 BEAR BRIEFS
Student Government Sustain-
ability Committee is holding 
the Baylor Earth Week Banquet 
6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. Monday at 
the Harrington House. The event 
will include speakers and a silent 
auction. Tickets are available for 
$35 at the box office in the Bill 
Daniel Student Center. All pro-
ceeds will benefit the World Hun-
ger Farm and Keep Waco Beauti-
ful. For more information contact 
Alexandra_Neville@baylor.edu.

Submissions for the Black 
Glasses student film festival 
are being accepted until Friday. 
Submissions of any length in 
all genres will be accepted and 
there will be an additional com-
petition for the first 10 pages, 
screenplay division. Prizes will 
be awarded at the festival May 
2. Submit your entry on DVD to 
Dr. Jim Kendrick in the Office of 
Communication Studies in 119 
Castellaw Communications Cen-
ter. For more information contact 
Elisa_Daniels@baylor.edu.

CHI’S Service Sorority is hold-
ing Mission Nutrition through 
April 21 to collect children’s 
vitamins, Band-Aids and blister 
ointment for orphans in Vietnam. 
Drop boxes are located in the 
Bill Daniel Student Center and 
in dining halls. For more infor-
mation contact Anita_Aitwal@
baylor.edu.

The Baylor School of Social 
Work Center for Literacy and Lit-
eracy Connexus, Inc. is holding 
the Beyond Our Borders Work-
shops April 25 and 26 at the First 
Baptist Church of Waco. The cost 
is $35 and includes materials 
and lunch. Today is the last day 
to register. To register contact 
Lester@literacyconnexus.org.
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Author speaks on subject of biography

Luis Noble/Lariat staff

A student sets up a hammock and naps Tuesday behind Heritage House in North Village.

Hangin’ the Hammock

“God willing, it will all 
be worth it in the end.”

Huma Patel
Honor Program student

Belinda Colunga
Reporter

Dr. Max Sherman, a former 
Texas state senator and former 
dean of the Lyndon B. John-
son School of Public Affairs at 
the University of Texas, pro-
vided students and staff with a 
portrayal of Barbara Jordan, a 
powerful politician and inspira-
tional educator, Tuesday at the 
McCrary Music Building.

His lecture, based on his 
notes, was titled, “Barbara Jor-
dan: Words and Wisdom for the 
21st Century World of Politics.”

“She had the voice of God,” 
Sherman said.  

Not only was Sherman edi-
tor of Barbara Jordan: Speaking 
the Truth with Eloquent Thunder, 
but he was also a colleague and 
friend of Jordan for 25 years. 

“The book is her words and 
she lives on in this book,” said 
Pattie Orr, dean of university 

libraries and vice-president for 
information technology. “(The 
book) is a tribute to Barbara Jor-
dan ... Preserving words, digital 
images and how a historic indi-
vidual sounds is important to 
the library and for the future.”

Sherman also provided clips 
and audio during the lecture 
for more insight on how power-
ful and eloquent her speeches 
were.

Among her most memorable 
speeches is the one she gave in 
the 1974 Watergate hearings 
when she was a member of the 
House Judiciary Committee and 
her keynote address at the 1976 
Democratic national conven-
tion.  

Jordan was the last person 
on the committee and the last to 
speak at the hearing, but she’s 
remembered for one of her most 
powerful quotes: “My faith in the 
Constitution is whole, it is com-
plete, it is total. I am not going to 

sit here and be an idle spectator 
to the diminution, the subver-
sion, the destruction of the Con-
stitution.”

Jordan had to confront the 
hardships of the 1960s’ period of 
segregation, but battled through 
many of those obstacles, Sher-
man said. She was successful 
in encouraging black people to 
vote and later became the first 
black woman in Congress.

“Barbara was not just speak-
ing to Democrats, but to all soci-
ety and how we can all be better 
people,” Sherman said.

In her keynote address of 
1976, Jordan asked for change, 
unity and sacrifice.

“The danger that Americans 
face is that we will cease to be 
a nation, but a land of interest 
groups. If that happens, who 
then will speak for America and 
for the common good,” Jordan 
said in the keynote address.

“The danger of Democracy 

is not speaking out,” Sherman 
said, contributing to the words 
of Jordan. “Who will speak for 
America? Hopefully, you.”

Not only was she recognized 
as a strong politician, but also as 
a teacher.

The book was written for her 
students, Sherman said. He read 
out several quotes from former 
students remembering her as an 
inspirational teacher.

“(Through the clips) we got 
to see the person he was talking 
about and we got to make our 
own judgment,” said Tara Trim-
ble,  sophomore from Green-
wood Village, Colo. “It’s impor-
tant to be informed of such an 
important woman in history.”

Sherman said  something else 
about Jordan — the only word 
engraved on her gravestone is 
“teacher.”

“She wanted to be remem-
bered as a teacher,” Sherman 
said.

Academic Honors Week Calendar
Wednesday, April 16 
 9:00 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. - Honors Prgram student presentations in 
  Alexander 115 of Honors Residential College

 2:00 p.m. - Honors Week Convocation in Barfield Drawing room of
  the Bill Daniel Student Center.
 
 5:30 - 7:30 p.m - University Scholars Thesis Dinner at Harrington
  House

 7:30 - 8:30 p.m - School of Music present: Ma Xiaohui, 
  Chinese Erhu Virtuoso:  Roxy Grove Hall

Thursday, April 17 
 6:30. - 8:30 p.m. - Honors Banquet (celebrating the achievements of 
  Honors Program seniors and their faculty members) at 
  Harrington House

Friday, April 18 
 9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.; 4:30 - 7:30 - Honors Prgram student
  presentations in Alexander 115 of Honors Residential
  College

 3:00 p.m. - Academic Honors Week Lecture: “Planet Narnia: The 
  Seven Heavens in the Imagination of C.S. Lewis,” by 
  Dr. Michael Ward, Chaplain of Peterhouse, University of
  Cambridge in Alexander Reading Room, Honors
  Residential College

Saturday, April 19
 6:30 - Phi Beta Kappa Initiation and Banquet in Barfield Drawing
  Room, Bill Daniel Student Center
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Local trees, grasses cause for most pollen allergies
By Kate Thomas
Reporter

Students with allergies can 
expect their noses, eyes and 
throats to act up today. 

The pollen count, according 
to the Pollen.com Allergy Alert 
forecast, will be close to 9.7 on 
a 12-point scale. This is consid-
ered a high level, which means 
people who suffer from pollen 
allergies are going to be very 
unhappy.

The forecast, which predicts 
four days at a time, listed today 
as having the highest count. 

Tuesday’s level was at 9.5 and 
Thursday will be at 8.6. Both 
levels are considered medium-
high to high by the scale.

Pollen levels are counted by 
measuring or predicting the 
number of pollen particles per 
square meter, according to the 

Web site. Levels are predicted 
based on historical trends.

“Ever since I got to Waco 
when I was a freshman, allergies 
made me so sick I had to go to an 
emergency clinic and they gave 
me medicine and a big lecture 
on allergies,” El Paso sophomore 
Danielle Brissette said. “(Waco) 
was an allergy bomb.”

Biology professor Walter Hol-
mes said that most of the plants 
that cause allergies have flowers 
that no one sees, such as grass.

These plants are not pol-
linated by insects and rely on 
the wind to carry pollen spores. 
They often over-pollinate to 
ensure that some spores make it 
into the ground, and the result 
is that pollen saturates the air 
and causes problems for people 
with allergies.

Pollen counts are taken by 
collecting data from air-sam-

pling devices, according to Pol-
len.com. These are clear, sticky 
surfaces that are analyzed in a 
laboratory for number of pollen 
particles on the surface. This 
data is then stored and helps 
provide the trends needed to 
forecast pollen levels.

The Web site listed the pri-
mary allergens in Waco as oak, 
ash, poplar, aspen and cotton-
wood. 

“It’s a coincidence that those 
chemicals (in pollen) create 
problems in humans,” Holmes 
said. “Some people are subject 
to it, and some aren’t.”

When someone has an aller-
gic reaction to it, the body over-
reacts to the pollen, labeling 
it as a harmful substance and 
attacking it. The immune system 
releases an inflammatory chem-
ical called histamine, which 
helps create the symptoms of 

allergies, according to the Web 
site.

In your nose, histamine 
causes the capillaries to expand, 
which creates swelling, itch-
ing and an over-production of 
mucus. The eyes turn itchy, red 
and tearful, according to the 
Web site.

Director of nurses Nancy 
Keating said the Health Center 
at the Student Life Center can 
help. Three over-the-counter 
options are Claritin, Zyrtec and 
Mucinex.

“Before Claritin, there weren’t 
many options,” aside from pre-
scription drugs, she said. 

Since the drug became avail-
able without a prescription, she 
said, it is one of the best choices 
for people suffering from aller-
gies.

Brissette said she has since 
learned to deal with allergies. 

“Mostly I just take Claritin 
and eat some local honey. Then 
I feel better,” Brissette said.

When asked whether eating 
local honey actually helps with 

allergies, Holmes laughed.
“It’s probably not true,” he 

said, since the kinds of flowers 
bees pollinate aren’t the kind 
that give allergies.

student debt rising quickly, study reports

Luis Noble/Lariat staff

It is a misconception that large, vibrant flowers cause pollen allergies. Plants 
without visible flowers are responsible for most allergens.

By Crystal Hernandez
Reporter

Borrowing money in order 
to make money has become a 
popular trend among college 
students. 

The average debt of college 
graduates is skyrocketing. In 
a weakening economy, stud-
ies suggest that rising tuitions, 
higher borrowing limits on gov-
ernment loans and an average 
drop in U.S. household income 
forces students to take out larger 
student loans. 

“When a student does not 
have the family resources to 
fund their education, loans can 
be an investment in the stu-
dent’s future,” associate director 
of counseling Jeanette Kucera 
said. 

Tuition costs are rising faster 
than inflation — they’ve grown 
more than 42 percent in the last 
five years. More than two-thirds 
of four-year college graduates 
leave with a degree and a sub-
stantial student loan, according 
to the National Center for Edu-
cation Statistics.

“Families that begin setting 
aside college money for their 
children are finding what they 

accounted for is no longer the 
norm,” said Nicole McAninch, a 
career services adviser.

Reflecting the higher price of 
attending a private not-for-profit 
institution, like Baylor, the per-
centage of undergraduates bor-
rowing at least $25,000 more 
than tripled from 7 percent to 
26 percent. 

McAninch said students who 
borrow more than $50,000 are 
in the danger zone. These are 
students, she said, that usually 
come from a low-income back-
ground and don’t know how to 
manage money or debt. 

“The danger zone is accumu-
lating so much debt, one is no 
longer able to sustain education, 
living conditions or repayment,” 
McAninch said.

Former Baylor student Nic 
Lowry from Flower Mound said 
he had to leave Baylor after his 
fourth year partly because he 
tapped out his student loans. 

“I just couldn’t afford it any-
more,” he said.

Students turn to private lend-
ers who advertise quick money 
for school, often with stricter 
terms than government loans. 
Private student lenders are capi-
talizing on the $17.3 billion mar-

ket. Sallie Mae, the largest oper-
ating private lender reported $1 
billion in profits last year alone. 

In 1992 the reauthorization 
of the Higher Education Act 
expanded borrower eligibility, 
increased loan limits and intro-
duced unsubsidized Stafford 
Loans. As a result, the amount 
of federal government loans 
rose 137 percent from 1992 to 
2002, to a total of $20.7 billion, 
according to the National Cen-
ter for Education Statistics. 

“The average college stu-
dent is going to make between 
$30,000 and $40,000 their first 
year. Concern is where more 
than 75 percent of your income 
is going towards things you 
have to pay, like credit cards or 
loans. Then they have to their 
sell houses and cars,” McAninch 
said.

The key to the borrower’s 
ability to repay is income, which 
is unpredictable for college 
graduates. 

The median college loan 
payment for a recent graduate 
amounted to 6.9 percent of a 
graduate’s monthly salary, only 
slightly more than  the 6.7 per-
cent reported in 1994. Education 
and humanities majors reported 

they paid more of their salaries, 
7.5 percent to 7.7 percent, while 
business majors paid out 5.6 
percent on average last year. 

Last summer, assistance 
finally came about for future stu-
dents when legislation passed 
a bill providing $20 billion 
to increase grant aid for low-
income students and cut subsi-
dies to student loan companies. 
The new law increases the Pell 
Grant program to $4,800 next 
year and $5,400 by 2012. The 
new bill also cuts interest rates 
on subsidized student loans in 
half. 

To retire student loans quick-
ly, graduates must first analyze 
the types of loans they have. 
Start by logging on to www.
nslds.ed.gov, the National Stu-
dent Loan Data System Web 
site.

 Those with private loans can 
call or write lenders directly, 
contact the school that provid-
ed the loan, or refer to the old 
promissory notes.

McAninch said in general, 
student loan debt is considered 
good debt. 

“As long as you keep up with 
your payments schedule, loans 
shouldn’t cripple you,” she said.

AP Photo

A Tibetan monk looks on as he enters the prayer room at Liping 
monastery in Kodari village on the Nepal-China border 105 kilome-
ters (65 miles) north of Katmandu, Sunday April 13, 2008. 

A brief pause
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see you at the 

[Student Government Elections 2008] Bryan Fonville — Garland junior — business major 
Running for: Student body president 

Sam Chen — Wescosville, Pa., junior 

Running for: Student body president 

Chase McVicker — Prairie, Wash., junior 

Running for: Student body president 

Alex DuBois — Sugar Land junior   

Running for: External vice president 

Nicole Yeakley — Lindale junior                             

Running for: External vice president 

Parker Short — Dallas junior  

Running for: Internal vice president (unopposed)

By Sommer Ingram
Staff writer

Lawn areas over-populat-
ed with colorful signs, flyers 
plastered on every square 
inch of the campus and Face-
book support groups all mean 
one thing: election season is 
under way for student govern-
ment.

The campaign madness is 
rolling to a halt as results of 
the election will be announced 
Thursday.

Wescosville, Pa., junior 
Sam Chen; Garland  junior 
Bryan Fonville; and Brush 
Prairie, Wash., junior Chase 
McVicker are running for stu-
dent body president. 

Sam Chen
Chen said the office of 

student body president is 
not about the person actually 
holding the office.

“When I looked at running 
for this office, I saw it as an 
opportunity to be a part of 
something bigger than myself, 
and saw it as a step I should 
take to serve my university 
and community,” he said. “It’s 
not about me; it’s about seeing 
Baylor succeed.”

He has made improving 
communication between stu-
dents and administration one 
of the strongest issues of his 
campaign. 

“Honesty and clar ity 
between administration and 
students is the first and fore-
most issue of concern for me,” 
he said. “There are things 
that aren’t applicable to us, 
but when it’s our professors 
that are being denied tenure, 
then we deserve some clear 
answers.”

But before students can 
expect to overcome these 
clarification issues, Chen 
said, we must work to improve 
communication among the 
student body.

“This needs to start with 
student government building 
clarity among ourselves and 
with the student body,” he 
said. “As president, I will have 
the opportunity to be a voice 
and to represent what’s right 
and what students need.”

Chen plans to increase 
effect ive communicat ion 
between students by holding 
press conferences between 
himself and any interested 
member of the student body 
to answer questions.

Bryan Fonville
Fonville currently serves as 

external vice president in stu-
dent government and relies on 
his experienced background 
to propel him ahead in the 
election.

“Experience is a key con-
tributor for success, so hav-

ing this experience this past 
year, I felt like I had a fairly 
comprehensive knowledge of 
the organization and how it 
runs,” he said. “But on top of 
that, I know where we need to 
improve.”

Fonville said he plans to 
form a programming council 
within student government in 
order to increase the number 
of activities on campus and 
bring students together in a 
unified community. 

As external vice president, 
Fonville said, he’s developed 
the kinds of relationships 
across campus necessary to 
build a strong community and 
to keep branching out to the 
greater Waco community. 

“Through the partnership 
of student groups, members 
of various cultural groups 
were able to converse together 
about issues affecting their 
representative members,” he 
said. “For our student govern-
ment to accurately represent 
our student body, we have 
to establish a shared vision 
by developing relationships 
with students from all walks 
of life.”

There is a perception that 
student government is irrele-
vant to the students here, Fon-
ville said. He plans to address 
this issue by taking advantage 
of technology to broadcast to 
the student body what stu-
dent government is doing for 
them.

Chase McVicker
As president of the Bear Pit, 

McVicker said, his experience 
in that leadership position 
compensates for the fact that 
he has not held a major office 
in student government.

“I’ve worked with lots of 
levels of authority and feel 
like that experience has pre-
pared me to be student body 
president,” he said.

He currently serves on the 
Student Senate. 

McVicker referred to the 
status of the Baylor campus 
as being stuck in a status quo 
that needs some shaking up. 
As president, he said, his No. 
1 priority is unity.

“There is sort of an under-
lying sense of segregation here 
that needs to be brought into 
the light,” he said. “We need 
to have the kind of campus 
where different nationalities, 
religions and cultural beliefs 
are respected. Some groups 
are secluded and some groups 
seclude themselves because 
they feel like they don’t 
belong to the bigger campus 
as a whole.”

McVicker said he sees him-
self as the unifying element to 
this problem.

“I work with lots of diverse 
organizations to bring them 

together,” he said. “I will reach 
out to minority and multi-cul-
tural student organizations 
to give them the opportunity 
and the resources to have a 
voice. I can bring all these 
pieces together and unify our 
campus because I don’t want 
any student to feel like they 
don’t have an impact.”

Parker Short
Dallas junior Parker Short 

is running unopposed for the 
position of internal vice presi-
dent.

“IVP requires you to not 
only be an officer, but to lead 
52 other students,” he said. “I 
feel that by spending the last 
two years in Senate and being 
able to develop relationships, 
that I have gained the experi-
ence necessary for this posi-
tion.”

The internal vice president 
presides over Student Senate 
and is responsible for coordi-
nating the legislative branch 
and internal affairs around 
campus that pertain to the 
senate.

“The needs of our student 
community are certainly a 
huge aspect of being success-
ful if we are to serve as rep-
resentatives of the student 
body,” he said. “Student gov-
ernment must work to ensure 
that if there is a need not 
being addressed, we address 
it. Whether it is a passing a 
bill or talking to administra-
tion, we must first make sure 
we are on the same page with 
the students.” 

Short said that his posi-
tion will require him to be 
responsible for ensuring that 
the senate makes progress on 
these issues that concern stu-
dents. 

“One thing I think a lot of 
students would appreciate is 
changing the attendance pol-
icy,” he said. “As it currently 
stands, there is no such thing 
as an excused absence in a 
class. If an absence counts 
as excused for the university, 
I think it is feasible that we 
could ask for the same courte-
sy in our individual classes.”

Sugar Land junior Alex 
DuBois and Lindale junior 
Nicole Yeakley are vying for 
the position of external vice 
president. 

Alex DuBois
“My ideals are very much 

toward service and people,” 
DuBois said. “There are many 
students on campus whose 
suggestions are not taken into 
consideration. I’m running 
because I want to be counted 
on, to serve as the best friend 
that a person would need and 
to have our students know 
fully who is serving them.”

DuBois, who has coined 

the phrase “Fighting for the 
Little Man” as his campaign 
slogan, said that experience 
shouldn’t be the key factor in 
deciding this race.

“Experience does not 
replace character,” he said. 
“Today, there are lots of lead-
ers who were said to have the 
most experience, but that 
doesn’t equal results. If we are 
solely voting on status quo, 
what’s already in place, then 
the students will never be 
served in ways they should.”

DuBois said that the fact 
that he is bilingual will help 
him reach out to the Waco 
community since a large per-
centage of it is Hispanic. 

“Being EVP is about events 
— it’s about community and 
bringing events to campus 
that are larger than the ones 
we’ve had,” he said. “I will 
diminish the stigmatism of 
the Waco community as a 
place of poverty, depravation 
and violence. By being bilin-
gual, I can establish a com-
mon ground through conver-
sations, shared culture, shared 
visions and shared values.”

Nicole Yeakley
Yeakley has served as 

chairperson and vice-chair-
person of various committees 
during her tenure as a student 
senator. In her opinion, expe-
rience is a key player in decid-
ing an election.

“As head person of these 
committees, I’ve been more 
than just a senator,” she said. 
“I have a planned vision when 
I say I want to do things. It’s 
one thing to just listen to stu-
dents’ concerns and a com-
pletely different thing to fight 
for what they want.”

This year, Yeakley has 
focused on lowering textbook 
prices for students. If she wins 
external vice president, she 
said, she will continue in that 
endeavor.

“The next thing I want to 
do is send letters to congress-
men with students’ specific 
stories about how high text-
book prices affect them,” she 
said. “Then I’d like to have a 
statewide call day where stu-
dents from numerous univer-
sities call their congressman 
and say they support lowering 
the cost of books.”

Yeakley said the continued 
development of relationships 
with government officials on 
state and local levels will be 
her No. 1 priority as external 
vice president. 

“We can get a lot from 
building relationships with 
other universities and state 
and federal legislations,” she 
said. “I hope to leave this 
office with more relationships 
than just those with Baylor 
and Waco.”

Candidates for executive positions 
share their platforms before the big day 

The student body president serves not only as the 
manager and leader of student government, but as 
an ambassador on our campus and in our community.   
Now more than ever, students are looking for student 
government to make a relevant and meaningful impact 
on our campus and in our community.  Having served in 
student government for three years, I’ve had the oppor-
tunity to build relationships with a number of Baylor 
administrators, faculty, staff, regents and students. I’ve 
developed an understanding of the complex issues 
facing our university through conversations and shared 
experiences with these leaders . These relationships, 
combined with my three years of experience, better 
enable me to accomplish the goals we need to achieve 
in the next year. I am passionate about issues that allow 

students to be involved, be it through campus activities or student organizations, 
or by working to ensure that we all get the best education and experience that 
Baylor can offer. Leaders must be able to establish a shared vision that crosses 
racial, gender, and cultural boundaries. With my experience and work ethic, 
students can expect to see a more efficient, proactive and relevant student gov-
ernment that is efficiently and effectively making an impact in their day-to-day life.  

Fonville

The issue that I am most passionate about is com-
munity service, because I believe that service to 
others denotes a responsible citizen.  I believe that 
it is more valuable to become a contributing citizen 
rather than to remain part of the idle and complain-
ing majority. There is much to be done, but few are 
willing to commit themselves to service. As stated in 
the Bible in Luke 10:2, “The harvest is plentiful, but 
the laborers are few.” I think that the most important 
part of being a leader is to have a spirit of sacrifice.  
In order to help others, a leader needs to set aside 
his or her own needs and dedicate time to serve the 
ones he leads.

I hope that my legacy after leaving this office would be to begin building a 
bridge of unity for the greater Waco community and the student body of Baylor 
University. I believe that the legacy of a responsible citizen should be to leave 
each place where he has been better than when he arrived. The city of Waco 
has been our residence for the last few years, so it is only fair that we should 
find ways to give back to the Waco community. 

DuBois

As external vice president, I hope to build relation-
ships between Baylor and Waco, the Big XII, and 
state and federal legislatures.  These relationships 
between Waco and the Big XII will enable us to 
learn from other universities and see what things we 
may be able to implement on this campus.  Finally, 
building relationships between Baylor and the state 
and federal legislature is the best way to lobby for 
legislation that affects students.  My freshman year 
I lobbied to remove the sales tax from textbooks, 
and I have begun the foundation to lobby for new 
legislation that would reform the textbook publishing 
industry.  

I think that being able to work with different people 
and being able to motivate others are both extremely important characteristics 
of a good leader.  It is important that there is a balance between compassion 
for others and strength to fight for what the students care about. I plan to lead 
with strength, compassion and experience.  If I were elected as external vice 
president, I would hope to leave this campus knowing that I had changed the 
office for the better.

Yeakley

I think the adequate wage proposal is something that 
needs to be re-examined. If we’re to truly be a uni-
versity built on Christian values, we need make sure 
we are living up to that in practice and paying all of 
our workers a high enough wage so that they don’t 
have to work two jobs. Baylor is the second-largest 
employer in Waco, and we have the chance to really 
improve the community around us by adopting this 
proposal. 

Service is the most important part of being a leader. 
If you aren’t actively working with and serving those 
around you, then you’ll never succeed. I’m con-
vinced I can benefit the student body by working with 
Student Senate to ensure that students’ concerns 
are accurately represented to the administration. By working diligently to seek 
out the concerns of students, I can help serve them in a greater capacity.

Short

poll The three most important issues to me are as follows: 
campus safety — our students deserve to feel a genu-
ine sense of security when they walk our halls and our 
sidewalks.

Student representation — our students deserve to 
have their issues and concerns heard in the form of a 
Student Regent.

Campus unity — we need events and activities that 
bring our Baylor community together and end the subtle 
discrimination and segregation that occurs on this 
campus. 

The most important part of being a leader is being able 
to unite those around you, regardless of who they are, 

to create a unit that accomplishes goals and projects in such a way that every 
participant benefits equally. Baylor will have a Student Body President they know, 
someone who is dedicated to this campus and this issues of this student body, 
someone who will be as much a member of this community as a leader of it.  
They will have a Student Body President they can approach in the hallways and 
cheer alongside at sporting events. 

McVicker

Being a leader has never been about oneself.  Rather, 
it has always been about serving God through serving 
the community.  The office of Student Body President 
is not a title or a platform for one to promote his or 
her own agenda and aspirations.  Rather, it is a posi-
tion of serving and working with the student body. 
This campaign is not, and has never been, about me.  
The student body deserves a president who will listen 
carefully, act decisively, and stand up daily for them.  
I have both the experience and the ability to be that 
president.  I seek not to advance my own agenda, but 
to work closely with the entire student body and to make a lasting impact on 
Baylor University.

It seems that the one issue that concerns students more than anything else is 
clarity from the administration. From rising tuition to questions about faculty 
tenure, students want answers and, in many cases, they deserve them.  The 
lack of communication that is often cited between the administration, the faculty, 
and the student body is unacceptable.  All three bodies must work together in an 
environment of honesty and clarity.  Once this is accomplished, the campus will 
run smoother and all issues can be addressed fairly and openly. 

Chen

international business/entrepreneurship major      

political science major    

human resources management major

business major

 

political science/philosophy major

David Poe/Lariat staff

Campaign signs for student body elections line Fountain Mall the night before elections. Voting takes place from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. today and Thursday.
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Senate 

Senior year, for the majority of us, means the last year we will be at Baylor. This entails 
hard work, finishing out classes with perseverance, and avoiding “senioritis.” All can be 
accomplished with perseverance and leadership to lead by example.

The senior class president holds the same responsibilities as the other class presidents, 
with the exception of the senior class gift. I look forward to providing leadership, creativity 
and persevering energy to raise the funds needed to accomplish this mountain of a task. 
Although the senior class gift has somewhat been predetermined for all senior classes, 
the task of raising funds is by no means easy and takes leadership that I aspire to exhibit 
for the senior class as a whole. 

James Mattison — Waco junior                                 
Running for: Senior class president (unopposed)

I would love to see Airbear coverage strengthened all around campus.  
I am currently trying to get it improved in the library, but I think it is a 
tangible goal to be able to improve it all around campus.  All of us with 
laptops know how frustrating it is when it cuts out in the middle of class 
or while studying in the library.

The most important thing about being a leader is living with servant 
leadership.  This means to listen to those that you represent and not 
advance your own name or agenda.  

I am a hard worker with experience in this position that has and will continue to be a voice 
for students. I accomplished a lot during my tenure as sophomore class president, and I 
plan on continuing that.

Hannah

Jordan Hannah — Cleburne sophomore                  
Running for: Junior class president

I am very concerned about the increase of tuition.  With tuition costs 
constantly on the rise I would like to see more effort in helping stu-
dents pay for college. As a Baylor Ambassador I have had experience 
in working with the Texas State Government lobbying for the Tuition 
Equalization Grant to help reduce the cost of college for students. 

The most important part of being a leader is having the ability to take 
visions, form them into projects and events and see them fulfilled. 
Leaders should enable students to take ownership of their university 
to prosper in the Baylor career. As junior class president, I want to see 
Baylor’s class of 2010 making the most out of the Baylor experience 
by encouraging a sense of unity among our class. I believe people and relationships are 
very important and I want to create events such as a Junior Class Crush and a Junior Class 
Tailgate.  

Kim

Jessica Kim — McAllen junior                                        
Running for: Junior class president

I want to organize events that bring us together as a class and a com-
munity. I aim to make student government more accessible to students 
and find out what exactly you want to see happen. I want to act as the 
student voice on issues big or small that need attention. Through my 
involvement in community organizations, I have seen the great oppor-
tunities to get involved beyond the Baylor Bubble in both service and 
leadership. I am passionate about sharing that with the junior class and 
increasing awareness about amazing opportunities within our com-
munity. To be a leader is to be proactive; to not wait around to see how 
things play out, but to do it yourself if no one else will. I think to lead 
means to be able to weigh many people’s input but also remain true 
to your own judgment. Above everything, a leader is someone who has a heart for service 
because leadership should not be a self-centered endeavor.

Foreman

Liz Foreman — Beaumont sophomore                           
Running for: Junior class vice president

Tracey Broussard — Bridge City junior                         
Running for: Junior class vice president

Mary Katherine Leslie  — Sioux Falls, S.D., freshman                                                                               
Running for: Sophomore class secretary/treasurer

Abby Byrd  — Omaha, Neb., freshman                                                                              
Running for: Sophomore class vice president (unopposed)

Brian Remson — Waco freshman                                  
Running for: Sophomore class president

Emily Saultz — Amarillo freshman                                   
Running for: Sophomore class president 

I have always been passionate about the inclusion of all students in 
campus activities.  I feel that there is a lot of separation here on cam-
pus, and this past year as a sophomore class officer I helped organize 
events like the Sophomore Day at the Ballpark to promote more unity 
among our class.  As the new junior class vice president, I feel that I 
would be able to continue promoting that objective.  

I think that integrity and positivity are two important qualities every 
leader should possess, and Max De Pree sums up the meaning of 
leadership in a very powerful way. He says that “the first responsi-
bility of a leader is to define reality. The last is to say thank you. In 

between, the leader is a servant.”  The motto of Student Government on the whole is “stu-
dents serving students,” and I feel that I have and will continue to fulfill that purpose.

Broussard

As far as I am concerned, my greatest interest while serving Baylor 
University on the Executive Board is the well-being of students. I am 
passionate about creating community among classmates.  As an out-
of-stater, I know first-hand how difficult it is to become acclimated to 
such a different place.  And while the majority of students have found 
their niche after a year of Baylor, there are still plenty of opportunities to 
make this campus a more comfortable and warm place for students to 
grow.  By becoming the sophomore class secretary/treasurer, students 
can look forward to leadership from someone a little diverse, yet still 

relatable.  As a liberal South Dakotan woman born in Switzerland and raised by Alabamian 
parents, I would like to think I represent the group of students who are different from the 
typical Texan scholar.

Leslie

I feel that the most pressing matter I can make a difference with in the Baylor community is the need to serve one another.  I would like to use the coming year to encour-
age students to show appreciation not only to the Baylor faculty, but also to each other and the outside community.  I believe that the only way to be a leader is to serve 
the students and listen to what they think can help improve the Baylor experience for everyone.  As the sophomore class vice president, I will work hard to achieve the stu-
dents’ goals using the knowledge and contacts that I have acquired through Student Government this year.  I am fully dedicated to my work as a class officer, and if I am 
elected, it is my goal to involve the student body in the constant transformation of our university and work together to create unity between the classes.

Byrd

The issue I am most passionate about is advocating on behalf of the 
sophomore class.  Students need a way to voice their needs and 
concerns, and they need someone to take action on the issues that 
are important to them.  I will speak as a voice for the sophomore 
class to Baylor administration and represent our class well at all 
times.

The most important part of being a leader is being a servant leader.  
The motto of student government is “students serving students,” and I 
feel like I have learned what it means to truly serve through my expe-
rience as freshman class president this year. If elected as sophomore 
class president, I will make myself accessible to hear the concerns of the sophomore class 
and work to improve communication between students and student government.  I will rep-
resent all the diverse interests of our class and work hard for the common good of all.

Saultz

The most important issue that faces Baylor today is the lack of communication between 
administration, student government and the general student body. In addition to strength-
ening communication, I plan to address situations that affect Baylor in a more immediate 
sense, such as strengthening the poor quality of Airbear wireless access across campus 
and increase awareness of on-campus transportation, such as the BUS shuttle system. 

Also, I aim to have more student activities and service opportunities. In leading the sopho-
more class, I hope to be able to listen and act effectively, serving the class’ interests. A 
leader has to effectively serve by providing a solution that respects the wishes of the gen-
eral public.  By assuming this position as class president, I hope to be a link and mediator 
between the administration and our sophomore class, serving our class to the best of my 
ability.

Voting takes place today &Thursday from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

Class officer candidates

Log in to baylor.edu/sg/vote to cast your vote. 

candidates 

share platforms & plans for their time in office

Senior class candidates (13 elected)

Alber Barraza
Andy Beall
Justin Farr
Rachel Frankeny
Thomas Horton
Brian Mandel
Stef Schrader
Kathleen Simpson
Tommy Takyi-Micah
Katie Uhlrich

Junior class candidates (13 elected)

Jessie Graf
Sam Han
Ramiz Iqbal
Jason Lawrence
Jessica Liu
Chris Paxton
Ryan Renke
Brett Westbrook
George B. Whybrow

Sophomore class candidates (13 elected)

Brandon Baker
Katie Jo Baumgardner
Becka Bovio
Rachel Canclini
Maggie Courtney
Will “Ace” Fuller
Amanda Gonzalez
Sarah Beth Haigler
Michael Horne
Brett Daniel Mackey
Shayan Makani
Matthew Moore

“Jessica O” Obeahon
Logan Snow
Keely Terrell 
Ryan Trobee
Tyler Walton
Austin Whitmore
Michael Wright
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Women’s basketball to lose 
Bradley and coach Roberts
By Justin Baer
Sports writer

Rumors circulating Mon-
day of sophomore forward Jes-
sika Bradley transferring from 
Baylor were confirmed Tuesday 
morning by the Baylor athletic 
department. 

Bradley will leave at the end 
of the academic year, and has 
not yet decided where she will 
pursue her athletic career. 

The Sacramento, Calif., 
native averaged 4.8 points, 4.5 
rebounds and 17.7 minutes a 
game during the 2007-2008 sea-
son in which she helped lead 
Baylor to its fifth straight NCAA 
Tournament appearance.

Suffering from an already 
depleted roster, Bradley’s depar-
ture comes at an inconvenient 
time for the Lady Bears.

 With the departure of senior 
guard Angela Tisdale and Brad-
ley’s transfer, the number of 
players who averaged more than 
10 minutes per game last season 
has been reduced to six.

Even though she was a reserve 
for the majority of the season, 
Bradley’s presence in the post 
will likely be missed, especially 
after she put together strong 
performances like the 10-point, 

10-rebound outing she had in 
a 79-59 victory on Feb. 17 over 
No. 10 University of Oklahoma.

The Lady Bears will only 
have three forwards from the 
2007-2008 squad returning to 
the team next season: Rachel 
Allison, Kaitlin Oberg and Dan-
ielle Wilson. 

So it will be up to incoming 
transfer Whitney Zachariason 
and Mulkey’s incoming recruit-
ing class to provide depth for 
the upcoming season.

On the same day Bradley 
announced her decision to 
leave, assistant coach Jennifer 
Roberts also announced her 
resignation which will be effec-
tive April 30. 

At t imes overlooked by 
Baylor fans, Roberts’ recruiting 
and behind-the-scenes efforts 
have been monumental to the 
success of the Lady Bear’s bas-
ketball program.

“This has been an extremely 
hard decision for me, but one 
that I have been contemplating 
for a while,” Roberts, a Shreve-
port, La., native said in a release. 
“I will take with me many won-
derful memories, experiences 
and accomplishments.”

Since Roberts arrived at 
Baylor eight years ago with 
Mulkey, she has helped bring in 

three top-25 recruiting classes 
and has been an integral part in 
the Lady Bears’ three Sweet 16 
appearances. 

“Jennifer Roberts may not be 
related to me biologically, but 
she is as close to me as my bio-
logical family is,” Mulkey said.  
“One of the reasons I brought 
Jennifer to Baylor with me was 
because of her loyalty to me and 
that has been unwavering for 
eight years. She will be greatly 
missed by not only me, but by 
our staff, players and fans.”

Mulkey has reportedly been 
in contact with possible can-
didates for Roberts’ job. But 
Mulkey said no matter whom 
the replacement is, it will be 
tough to fill Roberts’ shoes. 

“I’ll never be able to hire 
anyone who’s as loyal as Jenni-
fer has been for the last eight 
years,” Mulkey said in a phone 
interview with the Waco-Tribune 
Herald Monday night. “Jennifer 
did all the behind-the-scenes 
things that have to be taken 
care of when you’re dealing 
with 15 young ladies. She’s a 
great recruiter that helped us 
bring in some amazing players. 
But more important than that 
was her commitment to me per-
sonally, to this program and to 
Baylor University.”

            Luis Noble/Lariat staff   

Jessika Bradley prepares to pass the ball to her teammate in a game against the University of Nebraska on Feb. 27 at 
the Ferrell Center. Baylor defeated the Buffaloes, 76-62. 

Baseball beats Dallas Baptist University, 11-4

            Jeff Leslie/Lariat staff

Dustin Dickerson talks to one of his teammates Tuesday night after hitting a 
home run at the Baylor Ballpark. Baylor clinched a victory over Dallas Baptist 
University, 11-4. 

By Brian Bateman
Sports writer

Baylor’s hitting struggles 
came to an abrupt end Tuesday 
night as the Bears tallied 18 hits 
for an 11-4 victory over Dallas 
Baptist University at the Baylor 
Ballpark.

It was the second most hits of 
the season, with the most com-
ing in the QTI Baylor Classic in 
a 21-hit, 20-6 win against the 
University of Illinois.

“When you look at our line-
up on paper, it’s a really good 
line up,” head coach Steve Smith 
said. “It just hasn’t been on the 
field. Tonight it was.”

After returning from a frigid 
trip to Manhattan, Kan., the 
Bears needed to light a fire at 
the plate.

“We were kind of cold — bat-

wise and literally,” third base-
man Shaver Hansen said.

Every Bear starter had a hit 
in the contest, including Grand 
Junction, Colo., sophomore 
Shaver Hansen, who went 2-3 
with two walks, a ground-ruled 
double at the wall and a triple.

Not to be outdone, McGregor 
sophomore Dustin Dickerson 
totaled three hits — a two-run 
home run in the third, and two 
RBI singles in the preceding 
innings.

“I think we knew we needed 
to get the ball going,” Dickerson 
said. “There were two strikes 
and he just threw a fastball that 
looked good.”

Coming into the game, the 
Bears had just one batter hitting 
above .300: Adam Hornung with 
a .320 average. After the game, 
Baylor counted four: Hansen, 
second baseman Raynor Camp-

bell, Dickerson and Hornung.
The Patriots got off to a quick 

start, walking two and scoring 
two on catcher Andrew Pritle’s 
bases-loaded single. The two 
walks were the third and fourth 
of the year for Baylor pitcher 
Tim Matthews, who then hit his 
zone, striking out a career-high 
six batters.

“That was a rough first 
inning,” Matthews said. “I don’t 
normally walk guys. I am just 
glad I’m getting to throw and 
coach is putting the ball in my 
glove.”

Dallas Baptist’s four runs 
came in the first and ninth, cre-
ating bookends for Baylor’s 18 
hits. In the ninth, catcher Bran-
don Bantz launched a two-run 
shot to left-center field for his 
first home run of the year.

Matthews (3-1) would take 
the win, relying heavily on his 

change-up.
“It’s not really the 10 to 15 

mile per hour slower change-up 
that you’re used to, but it’s effec-
tive,” Smith said.

Reliever Mace Thurman would 
pick up the save, his first of the 
year. Jordan Meaker (4-1) took 
the loss for the Patriots, allowing 
seven runs on eight hits in two-
and-a-third innings of work.

After taking the Sunday game 
against Kansas State University 
off, Beamer Weems continued 
his hitting streak, hitting 3 of 3 
Tuesday.

Baylor (23-13) will travel to 
Dallas for a rematch with Dallas 
Baptist (22-10) at 6:30 p.m. today 
at Patriot field.

“These two games really con-
cerned me because (the Patriots) 
hadn’t played in a week,” Smith 
said. “I think tomorrow will be a 
different story.”
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By Joe Holloway
Reporter

The men’s golf team shot a 
total 872 over the weekend to 
take home a sixth-place finish 
from the Arizona State Univer-
sity Thunderbird Invitational in 
the team’s final tune-up before 
the Big 12 Championships next 
weekend.

Junior Bill Allcorn, who fin-
ished at five over par to lead 
Baylor with a tie for 28th place 
overall, said that the team would 
liked to have played better, but 

enjoyed the competition and 
still had a good time.

“It was tight. It was a fun 
tournament,” he said. “But we 
would have loved to play better. 
We all have to play better.”

Sophomore Jeff Gerlich shot 
a 77 on Sunday to finish the 
tournament tied for 31st at six 
over par. He said that winning 
more tournaments in the future 
is a matter of everyone playing 
well together.

“The first day I played well, 
then the second day was not so 
great. Each day we had a guy 
or maybe two guys that played 

well, and then other days two 
or three guys wouldn’t play so 
well,” he said. “We just need to 
put together a complete tourna-
ment, all of us. “But I think it 
was OK overall.”

Now the Bears travel to Trin-
ity to compete on the Big 12 
Men’s Golf Championships at 
the 72-par, 7,480-yard Whis-
pering Pines Golf Course from 
April 25 to 27.

Allcorn said that above all 
else, the Bears have familiarity 
on their side.

“We went up there last year,” 
he said. “It’s a fun track. We’re 

excited to play, especially here 
in Texas.”

Baylor will face stiff competi-
tion at the 54-hole tournament. 
Defending champions Oklaho-
ma State University lead the Big 
12 with five titles under their 
belt. 

The University of Texas has 
three, while Baylor, the Univer-
sity of Kansas and the Univer-
sity of Oklahoma all have one 
each.

Last year the Bears finished 
behind OSU, Texas A&M Uni-
versity, Texas Tech University, 
Texas, Oklahoma, the Univer-

sity of Nebraska, and the Uni-
versity of Missouri. The Bears 
ended up shooting a cumulative 
73 over par.

Allcorn was Baylor’s high-
est finisher in the tournament, 
shooting 12 over par to tie for an 
11th place finish.

Gerlich knows that the team 
has its work cut out for them at 
this year’s tournament.

“There’s a lot of good teams,” 
he said. 

But even if the team is able to 
perform on all cylinders, it will 
be tough going up against the 
Longhorns and the Cowboys 

who are coming off of a one-two 
finish at the Morris Williams 
Intercollegiate at the University 
of Texas Golf Club Tuesday.

OSU’s Trent Leon, the Dallas 
native who shot a 77 for a 34th 
place tie in Austin, was also 
recently named one of the Big 
12 Men’s Golfers of the Month, 
sharing the honor with Nacho 
Elvira of Texas A&M.

But again, Gerlich isn’t intim-
idated by the momentum other 
teams would appear to have.

“We’re going to have to play 
our best,” he said. “But we can 
win if we all play well.”

By Will Parchman
Sports editor

If it seems strange that the 
Baylor softball team feels like 
it has something to prove less 
than a year after a College World 
Series appearance, don’t be 
alarmed.

These Lady Bears are used 
to it.

“Last year we still didn’t get 
as much respect as we could 
have or probably should have, 
so last year we were always still 
considered the underdog a lot 
of times,” senior infielder Alex 
Colyer said. “This year it’s kind 
of a different underdog situation, 
and coming back from being on 
top and now being in the back is 
a little different.”

After a disappointing two-
game split on the road with a 
struggling University of Nebras-
ka team over the weekend, the 
Lady Bears (21-14, 4-7) are pre-
cariously perched on the edge 
of post-season eligibility. The 
Huskers are badly underachiev-
ing this season, so despite a 7-0 
win in game one of the series, 
losing 5-0 in game two hurt just 
as much.

“It was a disappointing 
weekend overall,” Moore said. 
“We knew what we had to do 

in going up there and playing 
a team that’s been struggling 
and we couldn’t take two from 
them.”

Moore said the weekend split 
was a microcosm for Baylor’s 
woes this season: encouraging 
performances tempered with 
bad ones. 

After claiming their first Big 
12 title last season with a 14-3 
conference record, Baylor is 
three spots from the Big 12 cel-
lar and will be fighting for its 
post-season life against No. 10 
University of Houston tonight in 
Houston.

It would be shortsighted to 
say the Lady Bears expected a 
drop-off from last year, but the 
team was certainly planning for 
a bumpy ride just in case.

 Before the season started, 
leftfielder Tiffany Wesley added 
“roll with the punches” to the 
team’s Bear Essentials list for 
the top 10 things to watch out 
for in the 2008 season. 

“We’ve definitely had some 
great performances and some 
great things happen throughout 
the season, but we’ve also had 
a lot of things not go our way,” 
Wesley said. “It’s not all about, 
‘look at us, things aren’t going 
our way,’ it’s ‘we need to over-
come these things and become a 

better team because of it.’”
One of the most encourag-

ing bits from the weekend split 
was the pitching performance of 
sophomore Kirsten Shortridge. 

Shortridge has struggled 
through a number of issues this 
year, ranging from her father’s 
diagnosis with cancer last 
summer to a recent bout with 
migraines, something that’s 
slowing her even now. 

It took its toll on the former 
Gatorade National High School 
Player of the Year in the form of 
a dipping batting average and 
a few woeful outings from the 
pitcher’s circle.

So imagine the team’s sur-
prise when Shortridge was one 
bobbled out in left field away 
from a complete-game no-hitter 
in Baylor’s 7-0 win over Nebras-
ka on Saturday.

“She was the best she’s been 
all year and the pitcher that we 
hoped to have when we started 
the season,” Moore said. “She’s 
had some struggles and some 
adversity, and that’s the differ-
ence in this game and ultimately 
the difference in a season a lot 
of times.”

Shortridge has consistently 
worked deeper into games as 
the year’s worn on, continually 
stringing together a number of 

solid starts that weren’t there at 
the start of the season. In two of 
her last three starts, Shortridge 
has pieced together a complete 
seven innings of work.

“Earlier in the year we were 
getting two innings out of her 
at a time, maybe three,” Moore 
said. “And then slowly we’ve 

seen her get a little bit better, 
a little more confident, a little 
more in control of it.”

The team’s match-up with 
Houston tonight should put Bay-
lor’s underdog status to the test. 
As a top 10 team, the Cougars 
will have Baylor’s undivided 
attention tonight.

“We needed to beat the teams 
we were supposed to beat. I’m 
not sure Houston is a team we’re 
supposed to beat,” Moore said. 
“It wouldn’t hurt you (to lose to 
Houston) as bad as it would to  
Nebraska or an Iowa State and 
the teams that you’re supposed 
to beat.”

Men’s golf finishes 6th at Arizona state thunderbird Invitational

softball far from equaling 
last year’s achievements

          Alex Song/Lariat staff

Tiffany Wesley bats the ball in a game against the University of Kansas on April 6 at Getterman Stadium. Baylor won, 
8-1. 

By Brian Bateman
Sports writer

It’s the final competition of 
the year for the Baylor eques-
trian team, and it couldn’t come 
on a bigger stage. 

The NCAA Varsity Equestrian 
Championships will be held at 
the Heart of Texas Fair & Rodeo 
complex Thursday through Sat-
urday with Baylor acting as its 
host for the second straight year. 
Baylor will enter the competi-
tion seeded No. 6 in Hunter’s 
Seat and No. 9 in Western out of 
the 12 invited schools.

However, hosting has both 
perks and drawbacks.

By supplying the horses, the 
riders have experience with 
each and every horse, but the 
upkeep of the facilities, which is 
performed by all members of the 
team, can be exhausting, head 
coach Ellen White said.

“It means a lot that the city is 
willing to support us,” she said. 
“We’ve got four-legged athletes 

and two-legged athletes.”
With an additional variable 

in the judging process, the rid-
er’s control can easily fall.

“We only get four minutes 
with each horse,” Waco junior 
and English rider Shelby White 
said. “Each horse has a different 
mentality.”

And each horse can change 
that mentality from day to day. 
At a previous competition this 
year, the Lady Bears experi-
enced that problem.

“(Friday) we saw a set of 
horses and they were breathing 
fire,” coach White said. “Satur-
day, they were exhausted. Our 
riders didn’t adjust to that too 
well.” 

The Lady Bears were able to 
win both competitions, but by 
less than four points in both.

The Lady Bears are coming 
off a strong performance in the 
Central Championships March 
29 and 30, where they sought 
revenge on two Big 12 schools 
before falling to conference-
leading Oklahoma State Univer-

sity.
The western squad, which 

competes in horsemanship and 
reigning, enters the national 
championship tournament with 
a No. 9 seed. They will face New 
Mexico State University in the 
first round of horsemanship at 9 
a.m. Thursday in Dodge Arena. 
The squads will compete at the 
same arena at 11 a.m. for reign-
ing.

The English, or hunter seat, 
team will post three spots high-
er at No. 6, and will compete 
against the University of Ten-
nessee—Martin, former Baylor 
rider Brenna Buris’ team.

“I coached her for three years, 
so she knows the drill,” assistant 
Baylor coach Trista Armstrong 
said.

The hunter’s seat over fenc-
es competition will begin at 9 
a.m. Thursday in the Coliseum 
Arena. The hunter’s seat on the 
flat event will begin at 1:45 p.m. 
Thursday in Pavilion Arena.

Head coach White said it will 
take a strong performance to 

bring home an award.
Most schools with equestrian 

programs are connected with 
veterinary departments, she 
said. However, Baylor treats the 
competition “strictly as athlet-
ics,” making it a tougher draw 
for deeper talent.

“We have to be polished,” she 
said. “It really is those things, 
those artistic qualities. You have 
to be more graceful than ath-
letic.”

Every event is scored on 
an Olympic scale, subjectively 
ranked by an impartial group of 
judges with the highest and low-
est scores removed.

For the first time in the Var-
sity Equestrian National Cham-
pionship history, the riders will 
have the chance to ride for indi-
vidual medals as well. 

Junior Nicole Brown quali-
fied as the No. 1 seed in equi-
tation over fences. She will face 
Oklahoma State’s Ally Blais. 
Their competition will begin at 
8:30 a.m. Saturday in the Coli-
seum Arena.

Equestrian to host varsity championship

            Alex Song/Lariat staff

Ashley Smith competes on February 9 against Texas A&M at the Equestrian 
Fields. Baylor lost, 12-8.



By Emily Monti
Reporter

Founded in 2005 as part of 
a dance minor at Baylor, the 
Baylor Dance Company put on 
its spring show Sunday night in 
Jones Theater.

As I showed up with two of 
my friends, we realized that we 
should have arrived earlier. 

The theater was packed with 
a wide variety of students and 
family members.

With five minutes until show 
time, we took our seats in the 
front row to watch the show.

After reviewing the line-up 
and the songs that were to be 

performed, I was excited to see 
what BDC had to offer. 

Kicking off the show with an 
upbeat jazz dance to Christina 
Aguilera’s “Ain’t No Other Man,” 
I thought I would be impressed. 

The music used was exciting. 
Some songs I had heard and 
some songs were new. 

I actually preferred the ones 
I hadn’t heard because that way 
half of the audience wasn’t sing-
ing along in a whisper.

Even with a show featuring 
every avenue of dance from tap 
to modern, I left disappointed 
with the overall performance.

The modern dances per-
formed were the most notable of 
the show. 

The movements were refined 
and it was apparent how much 
work was put into these pieces.

The piece I was most looking 
forward to, “Cell Block Tango” 
from Chicago, was rather dis-
tracting. 

Each “murderess” played 
her part well, but since the 
stage didn’t have enough room, 
the background dancers were 
somewhat overpowering during 
parts.

One of the more entertain-
ing parts was the Dance IV tap 
class, which was allowed to per-
form in any outfit, one of which 
included a penguin suit, liter-
ally.

One of the best things about 
the show was the original solos. 

“Pure Imagination” from Willy 
Wonka and the Chocolate Factory, 
performed by El Paso freshman 
Arlianne Bejarano, displayed a 
wide range of dance moves and 

impressive body contortions.
Minus the ballet perfor-

mances, there was a definite gap 
between those who worked to 
clean the routines and those who 
just showed up and danced. 

The ballet dances, however, 
were clean and each movement 
was controlled, as it should have 
been.

As I watched the various 
dances I wasn’t overly impressed 
with the choreography. 

Since BDC was created for 
dance minors, I was expecting 
more complicated routines. 

Even on my high school dance 
team, it was a requirement to be 
able to do fouettes, in which a 
dancer spins with one leg at a 90 
degree angle to the other.

We had one week to get our 
dances cleaned up. 

So for a group of girls who are 
dancers, and have been working 
on this show since the fall, I was 
expecting much more.

The finale, to James Brown’s 
“Get Up Offa That Thing” defi-
nitely prepared me to leave. The 

energy shown during this dance 
didn’t help to finish the show in 
a strong manner.

As I was leaving the show, I 
applauded BDC’s effort, but was 
glad it only lasted for an hour 
and a half.
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New brick duplex on Bagby. 4 BR/2 
BA, large interior $279.00.Phone: 
254-749-2067.     
           
RENT NEGOTIABLE: $1500. Avail-
able for next school year starting 
6/1/08: 4BR/2BA large brick duplex 
apartments on Bagby and South 
11th.  4-6 tenants. Also large brick 
duplexes on South 11th. Days: 
315-3827, evenings 799-8480.

HOUSE FOR LEASE. 5 BR / 2.5 
BA. Convenient to campus. Stove, 
refrigerator, dishwasher, washer/
dryer furnished. $1100/$1100. 
ASK  ABOUT OUR MOVE IN SPE-
CIAL.  Call 754-4834.

WALK TO CLASS!  Sign before 
4/18/08 and get 1/2 off Summer 
2008 rent!  1 BR units available!  
Cypress Point Apartments, Knotty 
Pine Apartments, and Driftwood 
Apartments. Rent starting at $330. 
Call 754-4834.

DUPLEX FOR RENT. 2 BR/1 BA. 
Walk to class. $400 rent / $400 
security deposit. Call 754-4834.

Duplex for Sale. 1112 James Ave-
nue. Each unit has 2large bedrooms, 
2.5 baths. Rent one unit, live in the 
other for almost free.  Call Karen 
407-650-1251 or407-493-6809.

CLOSEST TO CAMPUS!! Looking 
for convenience & affordability, 
then the Fairmont at 1600 S. 5th 
is right for you. 2 BR 2 BA w/spi-
ral staircase has it all, including 
microwaves, frost free refrigera-
tors and washer/dryer in every unit. 
Call 254-755-7500or come by The 
Centre at 600 Bagby.

4 bed 2 bath duplex. Huge bed-
rooms and Huge walk in Clos-
ets. Walking distance to campus. 
$1495 Per Month. 817-313-1770

2 bed 2 bath duplex. Huge bed-
rooms and Huge walk in Closets. 
Walking distance to campus. $995 
Per Month. 817-313-1770

Bellmead 1202 Somerset, 2 BR, 1 
BA, CH/A, Washer/Dryer, Refrigera-
tor, Stove included. Clean and Nice. 
$650/mo. 254-744-1178

Baylor, 3108 South 3rd just off 
LaSalle, 4BR, 2BA, CH/A, Washer/
Dryer, Refrigerator, Stove includ-
ed.  Alarm system.  Just remod-
eled and updated.  $1,200/mo. 
254-744-1178

2 Bedroom Condo for Sale $67,000. 
Kim Fowler 254-339-9883 Keller 
Williams. 

3905 James - 2BR/1BA , New 
C H/A, fenced yard, owner will 
finance, by nice park, $67K. Call 
Debbie 254-744-3113.

NICE ONE BEDROOM CONDO 
$525 Walk to campus! Washer/
dryer, pool, gated. 254-855-2716
For rent: Garage studio; mature 
girls; Christian standards; quiet 
residential area, 254-757-2823, 
$490, utilities paid.

NEED A SUMMER JOB? The 
YMCA of Central Texas is accept-
ing applications for full-time & part-
time positions.  For more informa-
tion contact Karen Brown @ (254) 
776-6612.

Earn $800-$3200 a month to drive 
brand new cars with ads placed on 
them.  www.AdCarClub.com

Wanted:  AREA MANAGER/LEAS-
ING AGENT. (Full Time) For Bay-
lor area management company. 
Must have real estate license.  
Benefits included. Fax resume to 
756-5408.

1998 Toyota RAV 4, 125,000 
miles. 4 wheel drive. $5995. 
254-715-2280.

HOUSING

CLASSIFIEDS

EMPLOYMENT

FOR SALE

(254)710-3407

Only 2 houses LEFT! brand 
new houses still available STU-
DENTS and FACULTY ONLY. 
Safe units with mature tenants. 
Call Chip @ 254.379.0284

 

3 Bedroom 3 Bath & 2 Bedroom 2 Bath Condos     
High efficient heating and A/C 
Full Size Washer and Dryer 
Self Cleaning Cook Range 
Microwave 
Side by Side Refrigerator Freezer w/ Ice and Water 
dispenser 
Large Closets 
Fire Sprinkler System 
Security System  
Prewired Cable/Telephone/Internet 

 

2021 S. 8th   

For Lease 

254.722.2152 willjones@grandecom.net 

Are you still looking? 

8 Waterstone Square Condos 

W J Properties 

$1495- $995/month 

Deposit Negotiable 
Available immediately Located @ 8th & Ivy 

Walking distance from campus 
Minutes from the Law School 

BU Dance disappoints at spring show

SHOWREVIEW

The Baylor Dance Company held its spring recital Sunday in Jones Theater.
Courtesy of Baylor Dance

By Jade Ortego
Reporter

World-renowned erhu virtu-
oso Ma XiaoHui will play at 7:30 
p.m. today in Waco Hall.

XiaoHui has performed with 
the Berlin Chamber Orchestra, 
the National Symphony Orches-
tra of France, the National Sym-
phony Orchestra of China, at the 
Kennedy Center in Washington 
D.C. and many more, perform-
ing more than 100 times in the 
past 10 years. 

In June she will perform at 
Carnegie Hall.

Her talent even earned her 
a spot performing a duet with 
cellist Yo-Yo Ma on the Crouch-
ing Tiger, Hidden Dragon sound-
track. 

“This is a world-class musi-
cian by any standard,” said Dr. 
David Jeffrey, professor of lit-
erature and humanities. “Her 
recital will be a distinctive and 

superb introduction to Chinese 
artistic sensibility.”

An erhu is a two-stringed 
Chinese instrument with a long, 
slim nick and resonator body. It 
is played with a bow with silky 
horsehair instead of a string. It 
is played somewhat like a cello. 

“It is clear and pure,” XiaoHui 
said of the erhu. “I try to learn 
from my instrument. It uses 
simplicity to express deep feel-
ings about life.”

The sound of the erhu is a 
like a violin and an oboe, and 
it can be traced back to instru-
ments used in Central Asia more 
than 1,000 years ago. 

XiaoHui plays classical, tra-
ditional-style erhu, but has also 
invented new techniques and 
written her own songs. 

She can play western songs, 
as well as jazz, tango and gos-
pel. 

XiaoHui has been playing 
the erhu since she was 6 years 
old, and even moved away from 
home at 13 to play for the Shang-
hai Conservatory of Music. 

An early memory which 
she said inspired her musical 

career is of her mother singing 
to accompany her father on the 
erhu.  

But she said the instrument 
was not her first choice. 

“I first tried the violin, which 
is of course beautiful, but after 
six weeks it hurt my neck,” she 
said. 

“Then I tried the accordion 
because it is such a loud, pretty 
instrument, but it was too big for 
me.”

Her last choice was the erhu. 
“It is very simple-looking and 

for a little girl’s taste, it is pretty 
ugly,” XiaoHui said. 

She said she was told that she 
was a talented performer, and as 
a child she surpassed her father, 
who was her first teacher. She 
said her parents supported her 
and helped her find a profes-
sional teacher when she was 11. 

“They were happy,” she said, 
“because if I can play an instru-
ment I don’t have to work as a 
farmer on the countryside,” a 
likely possibility because of the 
end of the Cultural Revolution 
of China.

When XiaoHui went to the 

conservatory, she said, she 
would be asked what instru-
ment she played. 

“People would always be 
disappointed,” XiaoHui said. “I 
wanted to promote it.” 

She said she began to cre-
ate new “tone colors and tech-
niques” for her instrument. 

“I will make this beautiful, 
elegant, bright,” she said.

XiaoHui will perform with 
various accompaniments. 

“I think this is a once-in-
a-lifetime opportunity,” Waco 
senior Katie Smith said. “I am 
extremely excited to play with 
this world-renowned musician.” 

Smith will play the viola on 
stage with XiaoHui tonight. 

“I am quite honored by her 
presence on this campus,” Smith 
said.

XiaoHui’s visit was organized 
by the School of Music, the Cen-
ter for International Education, 
the Honors College and the Chi-
nese Student Association. She 
will play at 7:30 p.m. today at 
Roxy Grove Hall. She will also 
have CDs for sale for $20 and 
DVDs for $40. 

World-renowned musician to bring 
eclectic instrument for Baylor concert

Baylor student joins 
erhu virtuoso for 

performance tonight
By Sandy Cohen
The Associated Press

LOS ANGELES — Bill Cos-
by’s path has taken him from 
pudding pops to hip hop. The 
70-year-old has recorded a hip-
hop album set for release next 
month. Cosby Narratives Vol. 1: 
State of Emergency blends the 
comedian’s concepts and stories 
with a hip-hop, pop and jazz 
soundtrack.

“I do not rap on any of these 
things,” Cosby said. “I wouldn’t 
know how to fix my mouth to 
say some of the words.”

Cosby said the hip-hop music 
he hears is profane and degrad-
ing. His album is “the opposite 
of what I think is the profan-
ity for no particular reason, 
the misogyny for no particular 
reason,” he said. “It really looks 
at the frustration and the anger 
that a young man may have.”

The album, assembled by Cos-
by’s longtime musical collabora-
tor Bill “Spaceman” Patterson, 
contains rhymes provided by 

guest rappers. The subject mat-
ter? “The value of an education. 
The value of respecting one’s self 
and ... giving (listeners) a chance 
to raise their self-esteem and 
confidence,” Cosby said.Patter-
son said he was surprised when 
Cosby inquired about making a 
rap record — until the comedian 
revealed he wouldn’t be the one 
doing the rapping.

“People started speculating, 
is he going to rap about Jell-O 
Pudding Pops or what?” Patter-
son said. “But he’s always been 
involved in music and he was 
there for the first generation of 
spoken word.”

The album is a companion to 
his best-selling book, Come on, 
People: On the Path from Victims 
to Victors. He doesn’t expect the 
CD to be a huge hit, it won’t be 
his last hip-hop venture.

Bill Cosby 
to release 
hip hop CD 

Associated Press

Wednesday, April 16, 2008
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A HISTORIC
RESIDENTIAL
COMMUNITY

2000 S. FIRST STREET

254.7LL.SAMS www.llsamslofts.com

Amenities:

FULL APPLIANCE PACKAGE
SALT WATER POOL

COVERED AND GARAGE PARKING
GATED COMMUNITY

WALKING DISTANCE TO BAYLOR

ZERO Down/No Deposit
thru April 19th

Diadeloso Special

OFFICE HOURS
M-F: 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Saturday: 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Sunday: Closed

(Please call if you need 
to make an appointment 

after office hours.)

L.L. SAMS HISTORIC LOFTS 

is a unique historic residential 

community. We offer 126 

units with 46 different floor 

plans ranging in price from 

$700 to $2,050 per month.

Thursday, April 17 • 7:30 p.m. • Waco Hall
Tickets on Sale Now
254-754-0851
www.WacoSymphony.com

Gold Medalist at the 2005 Van Cliburn International Piano Competition,
Kobrin performs Rachmaninoff ’s exquisite Piano Concerto No. 2.

Tickets start at $20. (Student tickets $5.)
Principal Sponsor:

Mr. & Mrs. Robin Baird
Associate Sponsors:

Fashion Glass & Mirror, Ltd.
Scott & White

WRS Athletic Club

ALEXANDER
KOBRIN

Mariah, Leona pack power in vocals  
By Amanda Robison 
Entertainment editor

Mariah has modern, classic mix
After her most recent single, 

“Touch My Body” catapulted her 
past Elvis to have the second-
most No. 1 singles of all time, 
Mariah Carey was flying high 
upon the release of her 11th 
studio album, E=MC2, Tuesday.

The singer has been in the 
business for nearly 20 years 
and it is safe to s a y 
Carey has a 
firm grip 
on her 

sound, even though it has defi-
nitely changed over the years.

Carey dives right in to E=MC2 
with “Migrate,” which offers the 
ironically bird-like, sky-high 
notes she was known for in the 
early days of her career and then 
the track moves into her more 
current R&B residence with a 
catchy beat and lyrics. The song 
even offers something Mariah 
has previously steered clear of 
— a synthesizer that alters her 
normally clean vocals and fit-
tingly signifies the entrance of 
the synthesizer-happy T-Pain.

Her No. 1 single, “Touch My 
Body” comes in next, followed 
by “Cruise Control,” with quick 
drums and lyrics that feel like 
they could’ve come straight out 
of a Chris Brown song. Damian 
Marley is featured on the track 

and Mariah even adopts some 
Jamaican flair, replacing words 
like “thing” with more island-
ready slang like “ting.” The next 
four tracks bring nothing special 
to the mix, with most sounding 
like a repeat with monotonous 
melodies and little excitement. 
But “I’ll Be Loving You Long 
Time” starts with a disco sound 
and energetic vocals as it offers 
the first signs of Mariah’s sig-
nature belting, even if it is only 
for a few brief notes. The mid-
dle of the album is somewhat 
boring, with a similar flow to 
each track. Toward the end of 
E=MC2, she gets back to her 
roots with slow songs with a 
bigger focus on vocals. “Bye 

Bye” seems to be a second 

attempt at “One Sweet Day,” but 
without Boyz II Men, the win-
ning formula may be compro-
mised. The power ballad comes 
back full-force with the last 
track, “I Wish You Well,” which 
features only a piano backing 
that showcases her still dynam-
ic voice. The track sounds like 
a Sunday-morning solo with a 
choir of Mariahs layered in the 
background. 

The album ends on a high 
note, literally, as her voice soars 
to new heights and offers a 
familiar sound for longtime 
fans. Although E=MC2 sags a 
bit in the middle, the begin-
ning and end offer a nice taste 
of modern as well as classic 
Mariah that will please fans 
and newcomers alike.

Grade: B

Leona’s Spirit fades

Leona Lewis burst onto the 
American music scene this year 
with her No. 1 single “Bleeding 
Love,” which found instant suc-
cess here and made her the first 
British female vocalist to reach 
the top slot on the Billboard Hot 
100 since 1987. Hoping to ride 
the massive success of her first 
single, Lewis released her debut 
album, Spirit, in the States on 
April 8.  

With her wide range and 
belting power, she has drawn 
numerous comparisons to Mari-
ah Carey and the comparisons 
may be warranted. Her vocal 
ability is incredible, unfortu-
nately the song selection for 

Spirit completely discredits her 
voice by displaying a line-up of 
songs that are too slow, sappy 
and similar to truly showcase 
her talent.

The album begins strong 
with “Bleeding Love” as the first 
track, but only sets the rest of 
the album up for failure, when 
the tracks don’t stack up. “Bet-
ter In Time” offers a catchy pop 
chorus, but definitely not No. 
1 caliber. The tracks continue 
to move along at the same slow 
pace with played-down R&B 
beats and cliché lyrics that seem 
to devalue decent melodies. 

“Forgive Me,” which is pro-
duced by Akon, gives the lis-
tener the first taste of anything 
upbeat and almost makes it into 
dance-worthy territory. Many 
of the tracks demonstrate the 

lover-scorned theme, like on 
“Misses Glass.” “Angel” takes 
the cake for cheesiness though 
as Lewis sings, “When we make 
love it’s overwhelming, I just 
touch the heavens … You’re an 
angel.” The predictability of the 
lyrics and sound are one of the 
major downfalls of Spirit. Lewis 
does pull out a moving cover 
of Roberta Flack’s “The First 
Time Ever I Saw Your Face.” 
With only a piano behind her, 
Lewis’ voice and range are able 
to truly shine. But unfortunate-
ly, if you’ve heard Celine Dion’s 
version of the song, you’ve basi-
cally heard Lewis’ ver-
sion as well.

“Take a Bow” encounters a 
problem considering pop prin-
cess Rhianna just released a 
single with the same title, same 
sound and nearly the same 
exact content and theme. 

The album ends on an ever-
familiar slow and has com-
pletely jumped across the line 
of acceptable sappiness, with 
an ode to the popular (and over-
used) poem, Footprints in the 
Sand.

Spirit as a whole seems like a 
waste of Lewis remarkable tal-
ent. The lyrics are lacking with 
cliché statements and tired 
melodies that are saved only by 
Lewis’ near flawless vocal per-
formance, which will probably 
go unnoticed due to the utterly 
drole song choices.

Grade: C

Stomp Fest
Winners
Co-Ed Category

*1st place: Asian Students Association*
2nd place: Hispanic Student Association

3rd place: Freshman Class Council

Women’s Category

*1st place: Kappa Delta*
2nd place: Zeta Tau Alpha

3rd place: Kappa Alpha Theta

The Baylor Lariat congratulates all the groups who won awards in 
Stomp Fest 2008, which was held April 12 in Waco Hall.

ALBUMREVIEWS

Newcomer Leona Lewis, who won Britain’s version of American Idol in 2006, has recently been labeled 
as the ‘new Mariah’ after breaking world records with her UK debut single. Both Carey and Lewis have 
exceptional vocal ranges and the ability to carry slow songs and turn them into stunners. But with her 

debut album, Spirit, can Lewis really stack up to the queen of the ballad? 

Battle of the 
Ballads
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Godspeed by Ben Humeniuk
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Juicy Campus 
site will not 
be blocked

Luis Noble/Lariat staff
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Not only are students concerned over 
malicious content published on the site, 
but questions over security are being 
raised as well. 

The New York Times reported that a 
junior at Colgate University was arrested 
in March after police linked his computer 
with messages that proposed starting a 
shooting spree in order to get classes can-
celled. 

Since the site’s debut last semester, 
many Baylor students have logged on in 
shock to find their own name plastered 
across the forum. 

Amanda Walden, a Dallas sopho-
more, received a text message from her 
boyfriend that said she had “made it” 
on Juicy Campus. When Walden later 
checked the post, she was shocked to see 
herself anonymously dubbed a “filth bag” 
and “slut.” 

“I was pretty humiliated that day, 
because a lot of people were talking about 
it,” Walden said. “It’s not a big deal to me 
anymore, because I knew it wasn’t true 
and it was just someone that probably 
didn’t like me.”

After word spread that Walden’s 
friend, who was also mentioned in the 
post, might be getting her parents to hire 
a detective to investigate the issue, the 
culprit came clean. And to Walden’s dis-
may, the nameless writer was one of her 
best friends. 

“I cried when I found out,” Walden 
said. “It ruined our friendship, and it 
ripped us apart.”

Walden’s story was featured last week 
in a People magazine article about stu-
dents negatively affected by Juicy Cam-
pus. 

“When I was given the opportunity to 
speak about it, I jumped at the opportu-
nity,” Walden said. “I know that Baylor 
is one of the most popular schools on 
the site, and I wanted to prove that there 
are Baylor students who are against Juicy 
Campus.”

After the story ran, Walden received 
e-mails and Facebook messages from 
girls across the country thanking her for 
sharing her story and putting a face to the 
pain that many students feel. 
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chaired the committee. 
The committee carried out the bulk 

of their work during 2005 and 2006, 
and has since slowed their efforts. 

Cloud still actively supports increas-
ing faculty wages as a member of the 
administrative committee for salary, 
benefits and retirement. 

The administration, he said, is tak-
ing steps to remedy the wage gap. 

“The current administration has 
made a good-faith effort to begin to 
improve faculty and staff compensa-
tion,” Cloud said.  

President John Lilley announced in 
January an increase in contributions 
to faculty retirement accounts. Lilley 
promised at the meeting to “continue 
to press forward” with faculty and staff 
income.  

O’Brien said Baylor still needs sal-
ary improvement, but pointed out the 
university’s generosity in fringe ben-
efits — compensation other than sal-
ary. Fringe benefits include retirement 
plans, dental and medical insurance, 
and tuition remission. 

“Baylor puts 30 percent of our sala-
ries into fringe benefits,” O’Brien said. 
“That percentage leads all the Texas 
universities and all the Big 12 universi-
ties.” 

This 30 percent figure means that 
an individual earning $100,000 per 
year will gain about $30,000 of univer-
sity benefits.

 O’Brien said as faculty pay increas-
es, salary may decrease.

The basis of raises 
The study found an average faculty 

pay increase of 3.8 percent from the 
2007 to 2008 academic years.  How-
ever, the inflation rate for this period is 

4.1 percent, meaning faculty members 
actually saw a net loss of .3 percent.  

But Baylor does not allot salary 
increases to any faculty members based 
on inflation rates, as many universities 
do. All pay increases are based solely 
on merit. 

Cordon said the university reformu-
lated the basis for raises, a “politically 
charged” move, during the administra-
tion of Robert Sloan Jr. 

“The merit-based increase was initi-
ated during a time when administra-
tors were using pay increases really as a 
way of punishment,” Cordon said. 

Cordon said the merit-based sys-
tem was essentially established to deny 
raises to faculty members who chal-
lenged authority. 

To determine a faculty member’s 
merit, each teacher is issued an annual 
rating by their department on a scale 
of one to five, five being the best. The 
ratings are based on peer evaluations, 
student evaluations, scholarly research, 
publications and service. Teachers who 
score a five receive a salary increase, 
but teachers who score a two or three 
shouldn’t expect a raise. 

“Even mediocre performances 
deserve inflation raises,” Cordon said. 
“What if you didn’t hit a homerun 
that year? What if you hit a single that 
year?”

Cordon said the current administra-
tion’s rationale behind merit-only based 
pay increases is that this approach 
encourages faculty members to publish 
and teach to the best of their ability. 

O’Brien confirmed this reasoning. 
“Salary is one way in our society to 

say, ‘you are valued.’ At the same time 
we don’t only want to rely on salary to 
communicate with faculty how valu-
able they are at Baylor,” O’Brien said, 
mentioning the reduction of teach-
ing responsibilities for research and 

the increase of summer sabbaticals as 
other perks. 

He added that some university 
boards prefer merit systems to avoid 
being “locked into” raises on the basis 
of inflation.

Still, Cordon thinks the administra-
tion should consider inflation in grant-
ing raises. 

Curtis’ concern with the merit 
model, which he said is uncommon in 
academia, lies in the evaluation mea-
sures for determining which teachers 
deserve a raise and which do not. 

“It often ends up being a subjective 
evaluation by an administrator,” Curtis 
said. He also thinks this model hurts 
faculty morale as is may hinder the free 
exchange of ideas, as it did at Baylor 
during Sloan’s administration. 

But at Baylor, it seems that adminis-
trators do not hold ultimate decision-
making power in this area. Instead, 
department deans determine who gets 
raises, and how much. O’Brien said the 
system must be just to work properly. 

Cloud said the faculty senate com-
mittee on wages stressed the need for 
inflation raises to accompany merit 
raises. 

“To me, it just makes sense that you 
make faculty and staff whole,” then add 
merit raises, Cloud said. 

The prominence of lecturers 
“Over three decades, employment 

patterns in colleges and universities 
have been radically transformed,” the 
summary of the AAUP study reads. 
“While the number of tenured and 
tenure-track faculty has grown 17 per-
cent, the ranks of contingent faculty, 
both part- and full-time, and full-time 
non-faculty professionals have each 
tripled, and the count of administra-
tors has doubled.”

The national trend of increase in 

university administration size and pay 
scale has been occurring for more than 
10 years, Curtis said, and therefore isn’t 
an entirely new phenomena. 

But Curtis suggested that the surge 
in lecturers is directly related to the 
universities’ unwillingness to accept 
the monetary responsibility of hiring 
professors. 

At Baylor, the number of lecturers 
for Fall 2007 stood at 243, up from 225 
the previous fall. This represents an 8 
percent increase. Professor ranks have 
increased also — full professors have 
increased by 1 percent, associate pro-
fessors by 8 percent and assistant pro-
fessors by 10 percent

Cordon said Curtis’ hypothesis isn’t 
true of Baylor, adding that it’s harder to 
attract lecturers because they aren’t on 
a tenure-track like professors. 

O’Brien also said Baylor doesn’t “cut 
corners” by shying away from hiring 
professors and opting for lecturers. 
However, a department may decide to 
hire one lecturer if they need a teacher 
for four courses. Professors usually 
tackle a lighter teaching load so they 
have adequate time to publish. 

O’Brien said the university main-
tains a “balanced portfolio” of lecturers 
and professors. 

Cordon said a possible reason lec-
turers are popular with students is 
their visibility among students because 
lecturers teach more classes. 

Mona Choucair, senior English 
lecturer who received the distinction 
of Collins Outstanding Professor this 
year, serves as an example of this pop-
ularity. The Collins award recipient is 
selected by the senior class each year. 
Several past winners were also lectur-
ers. 

Cordon and O’Brien both com-
mended lecturers for their excellence 
in classroom instruction. 
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the Catholic Church. 
“It will be good for people to see how 

he reacts to the American atmosphere 
and how he presents himself,” said McAl-
len junior Rolando Torres. “I think he is 
doing the right thing by talking about 
controversial issues.”

While President Bush and Pope Bene-
dict differ on many issues, the visit will 
encourage discussion on topics that affect 
people of all faiths, but with an emphasis 
on those in the Catholic Church.

Humble senior Peter Nalundasan said 
the pope’s visit, “will definitely bring 
awareness to the Catholic faith. I hope 
that what they put in the media will 
broaden people’s perspectives.”

One of the pope’s goals while in the 
U.S. is to “energize the U.S. Catholic com-
munity,” he said. The U.S. has the largest 
Catholic community in the world with 70 
million members. 

tion and who was so enthusiastic 
for flying as Harris. Johnson also 
stated that Harris had been “com-
bat ready” and would have been 
promoted to Flight Commander in 
a few months.

Bradford has been in con-
tact with Harris’ brother through 
church, who provided that Harris 
also stood out as a student during 
his time at Baylor.

“Of Josh’s days at Baylor, Bill has 
told me that he was just the model 
person,” Bradford said. “He was a 
great student—very smart.”

The new plaque will read that 
Harris remained with his jet fighter, 
sacrificing his life to protect an Oki-
nawan village.

“I wanted to have it say that it 
was erected by family and friends 
in 2008, because someone might 
walk by and say, “1955 — that’s 
ancient history,” Bradford said. 
“This tells them that 53 years out, 
somebody still cares and somebody 
still remembers.”

Bradford said that his apprecia-
tion for those who serve the country 
in the military is based on the prin-

ciple that they are serving people.
“Everything good I have in my 

life has been bought at somebody 
else’s expense,” Bradford said. “I 
can’t think of anything worse than 
not being grateful of what people 
like Josh did and all the hundreds 
of others that are listed around 
campus. I take every opportunity 
I can to recognize the sacrifices 
made for me.”

While passing the memo-
rial posts on campus Bradford 
expressed a desire for students to 
personally appreciate the freedom 
and liberty supported by the fallen 
soldiers and express their appre-
ciation to someone who has served 
before. 

“I take everything I have for 
granted, but there are people who 
were on the front lines that never 
had the satisfaction of having seen 
a child graduate from Baylor and go 
onto a successful career,” Bradford 
said. “Josh never knew that satisfac-
tion. And I am the benefactor.” 

Bradford asked for permission 
from the Harris family before pro-
ceeding with the project.  He said 
that they have been grateful for his 
efforts.

“His brother has expressed 

appreciation for a heart that cares,” 
Bradford said.  “Its something that 
he has grieved for, but time does 
heal. I’ve never really known that 
kind of grief because I have never 
lost anyone that close to me like a 
parent, a brother, or a child.”

For Bradford, his project is more 
than just remembering a fallen sol-
dier. 

“In Lincoln’s Gettysburg address 
he used the phrase ‘the last full 
measure of devotion’,” Bradford 
said. “In so many ways that cap-
tures what is on my heart regarding 
what I am doing. You cannot give 
any more than what these men and 
women gave.”

In manuscripts collected from 
the Texas Collections, one of Har-
ris’ essays for an English class he 
took while he was a student at 
Baylor titled “One of the Crowd,” 
Harris describes why people 
should dare to be different. Har-
ris wrote, “When you consider the 
endless volumes that have been 
written about the many dangers 
and pitfalls that people must avoid, 
it seems strange that so little is 
said concerning the greatest peril 
of them all. This ‘super-danger’ is 
Convention.”
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Associated Press

Tiger Woods had arthroscopic surgery on his left knee 
Tuesday to repair cartilage damage, his second oper-
ation in five years on the same knee. He is expected 
to miss at least a month while he recovers.

Wounded Tiger
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