Moldova Education

Dyers offer MSW content to social workers in Moldova
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Yesterday, students gave reports
about social agencies in Moldova.
'They all began by giving a picture
of the issues globally and then
compared to Moldova. They think
much more about the world as a
whole than Americans do.

FEB. 13

We have a new translator this
week ... he is good about letting us in
on the jokes in class so we know what
all the laughing is about!

Today we met with the president
of the college and the dean of social
work to talk about our dreams for the
continuation of the master’s program
here. They are still in desperate need
of textbooks in their languages.

FEB. 14

One of the students today asked
if mezzo was the same as “group
work.” I realized that she had learned
social work as casework, group work
and community organization ... this
is terminology in our profession that
has been dead at least 30 years. That
is how far behind they are.

FEB. 15

Teaching these students is
exhilarating! They actually want
to learn. We were going over the
“identifying purpose and role skill”
for the hundredth time, when one
student finally got it. She said, “Now
I'see, if I don't start my relationship
out in the right way in the first
session, then my client will always
see me as only a friend.” And later
she said to us, “Thank you so much
for helping me see my work with
different lenses.”

FEB. 16
Today was our last day of class
with the graduate students. When we
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Preston and Genie Dyer with their host family in Chisinau.

finished class today, the students just
didn’t leave. We dismissed them three
times, and still they stayed.

FEB. 17

Yesterday was an absolutely
wonderful day of teaching. Preston
said, “I don’t think that I have ever
telt more affirmed as a teacher in over
45 years as a college teacher.” Student
after student had breakthroughs of
insight.

I have been thinking of this
project as being one to get the college
faculty MSW degrees so they could
better teach their undergraduates.

But one student, who works at the
hospital, expanded my vision. She said,
“I have been talking to my co-workers
about the helping process and how
excited about it I am. Now they want
me to teach it to them.”

FEB. 27

We began our classes with Russian
undergraduates today. Of the 12
students in the class only five entered
into conversation and others showed
little interest. One student told us,
“Here the purpose of social work is to

bring people to Christ.” The students
then debated whether a Christian
would ever need a social worker, i.e.,
that Christians could solve their
problems with God’s help.

FEB. 28

What a difference a day makes.
Today it was like we had a different
group of students. They were being
very friendly. Still they are not as
interested in learning the helping
process as they are in discussing how
social work is done in America. Most
of the students are from central Asia
and really have little idea of what

social work as a profession is like.
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