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Eternal flame tradition canceled

Bonfire to burn 
on Fountain Mall

BAA to make
committee for 
2012 decision

Singletary embodies BU on, off field

Stephanie Jeter/Lariat Staff

freshmen guard the eternal flame Wednesday night when altercations took place around 11:30 p.m., forcing the flame to be 
doused and the flame-guarding tradition to be canceled for this year’s homecoming.

Violence causes
freshmen guards 

to leave posts early

By Tessa Shockey 
reporter

The curfew was 2 a.m., but 
at 11:30 p.m. Wednesday the 
tradition of guarding the eter-
nal flame was called off due to 
violence.

Baylor police Lt. Robert 
Young made the decision to put 
out the flame at 11:30 p.m., and 
then notified Baylor Chamber of 
Commerce officials. All activities 
were disbanded for the night.

“There were multiple fights 
and situations that broke out,” 
Baylor Police Chief Jim Doak 
said. In addition to the student 
who was hospitalized for a con-
cussion, one student dislocated 
her knee, Doak said. 

Chamber, in conjunction 
with the Baylor Police Depart-
ment and the Division for Stu-
dent Life, decided to cancel eter-
nal flame activities for this year. 

 “It is too big of a safety issue,“ 
Tulsa, Okla. senior Morris said. 
Morris is the homecoming chair 
for Chamber.

Brooks residents reported 
that one student from North Vil-
lage participating with them was 
hospitalized. Another student 
was also injured in action. 

Lorena sophomore Brent Gat-
tis said that a group from Brooks 
Residential College, including 

a student from North Village 
were walking in between Mars 
McLean Gymnasium and the 
Penland Tennis Courts. 

 “We (were) just standing 
by the tennis courts. We didn’t 
charge, the freshmen charged 
us,” Gattis said. “We stood there 
the entire time.” 

Gattis said the freshmen 
group started throwing punch-
es and grabbing members of the 
Brooks group.  

Gattis said one North Village 
student in his group was thrown 
to the ground by a freshman stu-
dent and had his head slammed 
into the pavement. The student 
was hospitalized with a concus-
sion but has since been released, 
Gattis said. 

 “We met with the president 
of Chamber three times and 
discussed the rules, and we met 
with the Baylor Police on two 
occasions last night and talked 
to them about the rules,” Schertz 
junior Kyle Ferguson said. 
“Unfortunately the freshmen 
were not following the rules.” 

Thomasville, Ga., senior 
Bryan Watts also said that 
Brooks did not initiate the vio-
lence. Watts, president of Brooks 
College, said their intention was 
to throw water balloons at the 
freshmen and leave.

“It is their tradition, (we 
wanted to) play with them but 
not go on attack,” Watts said. 
“Brooks didn’t fight back; that is 

By Anita Pere
Staff writer

The Baylor Alumni Association announced 
Wednesday its formation of an ad-hoc committee 
charged with investigating Baylor 2012 and mak-
ing an informed recommendation concerning the 
association’s potential endorsement of the plan.

Jeff Kilgore, executive vice president of the 
association, explained the reasoning behind the 
creation of a committee to research Baylor 2012 
for possible acceptance. 

“We believe it is our role to provide a forum 
where such programs are explored and discussed 
openly, and where alumni can find balanced 
information so that they can draw their own con-
clusions. We also feel that alumni may not have 
enough information at this juncture to form an 
educated opinion on something as important as 
this, and we want to work with the University to 
educate and update all alumni.” 

The committee members Russell Dilday, Lori 
Hirons, Roland Johnson, Davis Lacy, David 

By Caroline Korsawe
reporter

Following the relocation 
in 2005 to the Ferrell Cen-
ter, this year’s 99th Annual 
Homecoming Celebration 
will move back to the heart 
of campus, on Fountain Mall 
between Moody Memorial 
Library and Pat Neff Hall. 
The main reason extravagan-
za was moved back to cam-
pus is alumni demand, said 
Tulsa, Okla., senior Andrew 
Morris, homecoming chair 
for the Baylor Chamber of 
Commerce.

Extravaganza begins at 6 
p.m. and will include various 
attractions such as inflatable 
games, a giant slide, hot air 
balloon rides and a Ferris 
wheel. The pep rally starts at 
9 p.m. with the bonfire imme-
diately following. Extrava-
ganza’s closing act will be 
a concert by the Christian 
band, Run Kid Run.

Fort Worth senior Richard 
Shelton, pep rally coordina-
tor, said unlike last year, this 
year the pep rally will fea-
ture an actual touring band 
instead of a cover band. In 
addition, free glow sticks 
and lights will be handed out 
during the event.

In contrast to last year, 
where only one ride was 
offered and eventually got 
stuck in the mud, this year’s 
extravaganza will offer two 
big rides, said Houston senior 
Andy Adams, extravaganza 
coordinator. 

For a number of years, 
surveys and focus groups of 
alumni, faculty, staff and stu-
dents have been conducted 
asking for suggestions as to 
how extravaganza could be 
improved.

“Homecoming was on 
campus pretty much every 
year until 2005 when it first 
moved to the Ferrell Cen-
ter parking lot. What we’ve 

heard continuously for the 
past two years is, ‘We really 
love homecoming, but we 
really wish you would move 
it back to campus,’” Morris 
said.

 Brittany Carnes, 2006 
alumna, said she was sur-

prised when the event was 
moved off campus two years 
ago. Since her freshman year 
she had experienced home-
coming traditions on cam-
pus. 

By Shannon Daily
reporter

Late one night, some time in the early 
‘80s, former Baylor football player Scott 
Casterline witnessed a group of young 
men “going crazy” outside the old Brooks 
Residence Hall.

Members of both the football and 
basketball teams were involved. “People 
were throwing water balloons and some 
guy fired off a gun,” he continued.

Somewhere in the process Coach 
Corky Nelson, the defensive coordinator 
for the football team, was called. 

“He was a fireball. You didn’t want to 
cross Coach Nelson.”

When Nelson walked into the court-
yard, the ruckus continued. No one set-
tled down and eventually Nelson went 
back inside. 

Then Baylor student Mike Singletary 
got up and went outside. 

Everything stopped, Casterline said. 
He didn’t have to say a word. 

“He garnered as much respect from 
his immediate peer group as the coaches 
did. That’s very unusual,” Casterline said.  
“When I think of Mike Singletary I think 
of one of the most upstanding people I’ve 
ever been around.

“He stands for what Baylor stands 
for.”

Singletary, the 10th child of a Pente-
costal pastor, is a 1979 graduate of Evan 
E. Worthing High School in Houston and 
a 1983 Baylor University alumnus. 

According to an article on the Chica-
go Bears Web site, neither Mike nor any 
of his brothers and sisters were allowed 
to participate in sports. His father felt it 
was against the tenets of his faith. Finally, 
when Mike was 12 years old, his parents 
had a change of heart and the youngest 
Singletary joined his junior high school 
team at the only position he ever wanted 

to play  — linebacker.
He is now married to Kim Singletary 

and has seven children, including two 
Baylor students. When all nine members 
of the family are in the same city, they go 
to church together, have family nights, 
pizza nights and chili dog nights. “For 
me, as much time as we can get together 
is important,” Singletary said. 

As a linebacker, Singletary was known 
for his intensity. His eyes were constantly 
wide open, searching for his next move. 

“When I played, I was very excited 
about what I was doing. I made a lot of 
noises, and kind of sounded like Bruce 
Lee,” Singletary said. His loud and 
unyielding approach to everything he 
did won him the nickname “Samurai 
Mike.”

During his time at Baylor, Singletary 
garnered 662 career tackles, making him 

Please see FLAME, page 12

Please see BONFIRE, page 12

Please see BEARS, page 12

Please see BAA, page 12

Baylor 
Homecoming

Schedule of Events

Today

2-3 p.m. Immortal Ten 
Memorial Dedication 
at Traditions Square 
between Pat Neff Hall 
and the bill daniel Stu-
dent Center

3-4 p.m. Alumni Asso-
ciation Annual Meet-
ing at Jones Theatre in 
the Hooper-Schaefer 
fine arts Center fea-
turing a question and 
answer session with 
baylor President John 
Lilley

4:30-5:30 p.m. Brooks 
Village dedication and 
reception.

6-11:45 p.m. Extrava-
ganza in fountain 
mall

6:30 p.m. Pigskin 
Revue in Waco Hall

7 p.m. Singspiration 
at 7th and James bap-
tist Church

8 p.m. Cabaret, featur-
ing student ensemble, 
Showtime! at Hooper-
Schaefer fine arts 
building

9 p.m. Bonfire and 
Pep Rally in fountain 
mall

10:30 p.m. Pigskin 
Revue in Waco Hall

Saturday

8:30 a.m. Homecom-
ing Parade

11:30 a.m. Reunion 
Picnic and Class 
Meetings at floyd 
Casey Stadium

2 p.m. Homecoming 
Football Game vs. 
Texas Tech Univer-
sity at floyd Casey 
Stadium

7 p.m. Final Pigskin 
Revue

Sunday 

9 a.m. Homecom-
ing Worship Service 
at Powell Chapel in 
George W. Truett 
Theological Seminary

Stephanie Jeter/Lariat Staff

freshmen build the bonfire Thursday night at fountain mall.

Courtesy Photo

mike Singletary, 1983 baylor alumnus, coaches from  the 
San francisco sidelines this season while his team plays 
the St. Louis rams in St. Louis, mo.

Books for Bears:Lady Bears off to 
a good start with 

exhiBition game 

page 8

‘BayLor project’ and ‘won’t 
Back down’ offer an inside 

Look at BayLor  page 6

Bugs and trash, 
the cLassy acts
of pigskin revue  
page 11
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  ACROSS 
 1 Centers of action
 7 Egg-laying mammal
 15 Old Testament prophet
 16 Produce anew
 17 Glad-handing 

politician's road sign?
 19 Mosaic tile
 20 Fender impression
 21 Pig's digs
 22 Shell-game item
 24 Mud smears
 28 Pharm. watchdog
 30 Actress Lupino
 33 Victoria's Secret 

purchase
 34 Of the moon
 37 Dieter's road sign?
 40 First
 42 Extol
 43 Shopaholic's road 

sign?
 45 Motel listings
 46 Facial twitch
 47 Gobbled up
 48 Afghan money
 49 Oozes
 52 Mai __ cocktail
 54 Depression Era agcy.
 57 Art print: abbr.
 60 Increase in strength, 

as wind
 63 Out-of-sorts patron's 

road sign?
 67 Add breath to 

pronunciation
 68 Browbeat
 69 Spruced up
 70 One who wails

  DOWN 
 1 Wet sprays
 2 Dot on a map
 3 Dagwood's dog
 4 Uses a straw
 5 Racetrack ribbon
 6 Everest guide
 7 Be a buttinsky
 8 Obscene
 9 Painful throb
 10 Prevailing force
 11 Busybody
 12 Actress Dawber
 13 Shoshone
 14 In position
 18 __ Dawn Chong
 23 Broadcast
 25 Ger. submarine
 26 Beast
 27 Fills to capacity
 28 Karma
 29 Tap problem

 31 Clock face
 32 Append
 34 Itemizations
 35 Disentangle
 36 Dorothy, to Em
 37 Dart about
 38 Wise mentor
 39 Israeli airline
 41 Arab garment
 44 Permit to
 48 Robbery on the high 

seas
 50 __ fours
 51 Saw wood?
 53 Lackland or Eglin, 

e.g.
 54 Spin around
 55 Old pieces of 

pounds
 56 Wrath
 58 Crimebuster
 59 Nerve network
 61 End of a switch?
 62 Give a bias to
 63 Is able to
 64 Bring into play
 65 Rejuvenation center
 66 Scarlet or crimson

THE Daily Crossword Edited by Wayne Robert Williams

BGCT election signals 
changing of the guard

The Baptist General Convention 
of Texas made the right call Monday. 
The convention, which is Texas’ larg-
est Baptist group, voted for progress 
with the election of Joy Fenner, its 
first woman president. 

The convention has consistently 
r e p r e s e n t e d 
the values of 
a progressive 
organization by 
electing a His-
panic president 
in 2004 and a 
black president 
in 2005. 

Now with 
the election of 
Fenner, who 
p r e v i o u s l y 
served as first 

vice president of the BGCT, the 
convention has made its stance on 
equality clear.

Before we preach about equal-
ity any further, let’s make this clear: 
Fenner is eminently qualified for the 
position and was elected for her mer-
its, not her gender.

Fenner served for two decades 
with the Women’s Missionary Union 
of Texas, so she brings experience to 
the table. 

She also will help the BGCT have 
more of a missions-oriented focus. 
And as Baylor students, we couldn’t 
be more proud of the fact that the 
BGCT has chosen Fenner for the 
presidency.

Baylor’s ties with this story run 
deep. The university has long been 
affiliated with the BGCT, dating back 
to the late 1880s. 

Fenner was also named an honor-
ary alumna of the George W. Truett 
Theological Seminary in 2001 and 
has served as a member of the board 
of advocates for the School of Social 
Work. 

The convention still elects a fourth 
of Baylor’s Board of Regents as well. 
Suffice it to say that anything hap-
pening with one institution affects 
the other to some extent. 

Fenner’s election is particularly 
important considering the stark con-

trast it draws against the Southern 
Baptist Convention. 

The BGCT has long been regard-
ed as the more moderate of the two. 
The difference of beliefs even led 
to a group of conservatives within 
the BGCT, the Southern Baptists of 
Texas, splitting from the BGCT in 
1998.

The SBC holds the belief that 
women should not hold positions 
of leadership within the church. On 
the national stage, this well-known 
position of the SBC has been a bit 
of a black eye for Baptists who may 
disagree with this view.  

The BGCT is filled with moderate 
Baptists who maintain that women 
holding leadership positions within 
the church is in line with generally 
accepted New Testament theology. 

Unlike more conservative inter-
pretations of the Bible that make 
leadership a gender issue, the 
BGCT and other moderate Baptists 
acknowledge the cultural context of 
passages related to women’s roles in 
the church. It’s good to see the BGCT 
take a more nuanced approach to 
this issue, as many other denomina-
tions have.

Each state convention and every 
individual Baptist church (including 
SBC churches) usually adheres to 
the Baptist tradition of being fiercely 
independent. 

The Baylor community should 
feel proud to be affiliated with a 
denominational convention that has 
a long-standing reputation for being 
independent-minded and unafraid to 
voice its opinion — especially when 
it seems like the SBC dominates the 
spotlight all too often.  

It is important to recognize that 
the SBC only speaks for a certain 
faction of Baptists when it comes to 
issues like these. The BGCT is among 
voices who refuse to let the funda-
mentalist wing of the denomination 
define the Baptist name, and for that 
they are to be commended.

Even with what should be a rou-
tine procedure of electing a new 
president, the BGCT has spoken vol-
umes about where it stands.
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Wednesday evening, the 
Baylor community may have 
lost one of its most long-held 
traditions for good.

On Jan. 22, 1927, 10 Baylor 
men were killed when a train 
smashed into their bus in Round 
Rock. Jack Castellaw, Sam Dil-
low, Merle Dudley Cyell, Ivey 
Foster, Robert Hailey, Robert 
Hannah, Clyde “Abe” Kelley, 
Willis Murray, James “Jimmie” 
Walker and William Winchester 
died that day, and their loss 
struck Baylor like nothing had 
before.

In the interim since that day 
more than 80 years ago, we’ve 
celebrated their memory and 
the meaning the Immortal Ten 
added to the Baylor spirit in any 
number of ways; through the 
years, Baylor has seen reenact-
ments, memorializations and, 
finally, the tradition now known 
as Mass Meeting, which explains 
to freshmen the meaning of the 
eternal flame.

The guarding of that f lame 
has been a bonding experience 
for freshmen — it’s brought them 
together and into the Baylor 
community in a unique way. 
But sadly, the changing culture 
on campus could change that 
soon. 

Wednesday night, after one 
student was injured near Foun-
tain Mall, the tradition went by 

the wayside. By next fall, a new 
wave of opposition to the tra-
dition will likely snuff out the 
flame for the last time.

And from what sector will 
the attack on tradition come?

Baylor Risk Management, a 
longtime campus department, 
started f lexing its muscles in 
2004. I was the Baylor Chamber 
of Commerce’s bonfire chair-
man that year, and I listened in 
incredulity at a planning meet-
ing to discuss, among other 
things, the size of the bonfire. 

Risk Management represen-
tatives called into question the 
safety of leaving the shades open 
on the side of the Rena Marrs 
McLean Gymnasium, wonder-
ing aloud if papers inside would 
“spontaneously combust” when 
the fire was lit. 

A ridiculous claim, but one 
that marks a transition between 
Risk Management’s care for 
Baylor students to its active role 
in dismantling Baylor’s tradi-
tions one by one.

On Friday of homecoming 

that year, I was forced by Risk 
Management to unbuild part of 
the class of 2008’s bonfire. 

The first steps to removing 
the bonfire from campus were 
taken, and on Friday it threat-
ened to cancel bonfire alto-
gether. Because of the rain that 
year (and a lack of nerve on their 
part), the tradition continued.

Due to the same people 
obsessing over largely imaginary 
student and property risks, the 
bonfire was moved from Foun-
tain Mall to the Ferrell Center 
parking lot in 2005. Risk Man-
agement’s worry that year was 
that the parking lot would melt. 

Of course, the parking lot 
didn’t melt, and so Risk Man-
agement found a new fight. Par-
tially because of the newfound 
risk of students falling on con-
crete during the guarding of the 
flame, it was ultimately moved 
back again this fall.

Two years ago, when I chaired 
Baylor’s homecoming parade 
committee, Risk Management 
started taking a more active role 
there as well, approving (or dis-
approving) float ideas, inspect-
ing student groups’ float build-
ing sites, etc. 

One question it put serious 
time into asking that year was 
whether candy thrown from 
cars would put out people’s eyes. 
I can only imagine what Risk 

Management is doing now, but I 
don’t have to imagine that it has 
stepped beyond its bounds. 

It is sapping the life from 
Baylor traditions. 

This is not the administra-
tion’s fault. It’s not Chamber’s 
fault — the “keepers of the Baylor 
spirit” haven’t stopped trying. 
For closing down the event 
Wednesday, it’s not really even 
the fault of Baylor DPS. 

It’s the environment of para-
noia — Risk Management’s very 
own tradition — that the depart-
ment has brought to Baylor in 
recent years. 

While Risk Management 
has no direct role in bringing 
Wednesday’s guarding of the 
flame to an early close, it had 
already won a minor victory in 
forcing the tradition stopped at 
2 a.m., ostensibly for safety. 

Why Baylor students are 
safer at 1:59 than they are at 
2:01 I leave to their wild, hor-
rifying imaginations — I simply 
don’t know.

And as this train of thought 
continues down the years, make 
no mistake: every bit as unstop-
pable as a Sunshine Special, it’s 
going to smash our traditions to 
bits, leaving us to mourn their 
loss. 

The eternal flame may con-
tinue this year, maybe not. But 
four years ago we wouldn’t 
have even thought of taking it 
down. Last year, after a slightly 
more serious incident, the tra-
dition went on. Without alumni 
becoming involved, it will even-
tually be lost. 

So what’s homecoming with-
out the traditions that make it?

During Mass Meeting on 
Wednesday, beloved track coach 
Clyde Hart said it’s the students. 
“You are Baylor tradition,” he 
extolled freshmen as they pre-
pared to guard the flame. 

But only hours later, the 
flame put out, no freshman in 
sight and the tradition clenching 
weakly to an uncertain future, I 
can only wonder: Where has all 
the tradition gone?

Jon Schroeder is a journalism 
and philosophy alum of 2007. He 
also served in Chamber in the 
Spring of 2004.

Risk Management threatening to put out flames of Baylor tradition

point 
of view

by jon schroeder

Fenner

Stephanie Jeter/Lariat staff

After a student was injured during an altercation Wednesday night at the guard-
ing of the Eternal Flame, Baylor Chamber of Commerce in association with 
Baylor Risk Management sent students home early.
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Don’t miss

2007
Waco HallNov. 1 7:00pm

Nov. 2 6:30pm & 10:30pm
Nov. 3 7:00pm

Visit us online at www.baylor.edu/special_performances

Featuring:
Delta Delta Delta (1st)
Kappa Sigma (1st)
Kappa Kappa Gamma (3rd)

Alpha Tau Omega
Chi Omega-
Phi Gamma Delta
Phi Kappa Chi
Sing Alliance

The Department of Student Activities 
Would Like to Thank:

... For Their Support of 
Pigskin Revue 2007.

A HISTORIC
RESIDENTIAL
COMMUNITY

L.L. SAMS 

HISTORIC   

LOFTS 

is a unique 

historic residential 

community. We 

offer 126 units with 

46 different floor 

plans ranging in 

price from $700 to 

$2,050 per month.

2000 S. FIRST ST.

254.7LL.SAMS www.llsamslofts.com

Amenities:
FULL APPLIANCE PACKAGE

SALT WATER POOL
COVERED/GARAGE PARKING

GATED COMMUNITY
WALKING DISTANCE TO BAYLOR

Now Leasing
2008-2009

NOV. 3 — OPEN HOUSE
10 A.M. TO NOON

 BEAR BRIEFS
Delta Sigma Theta’s Rho Eta 
chapter will host a step show 
at 8 p.m. Saturday in the Waco 
Hippodrome. Tickets are $15 
pre-sale and $20 at the door. 
Tickets are available at the 
Baylor Ticket Office and Mari-
lyn’s Gift Shop on Elm Street. 
For information, contact Kari_
Houston@baylor.edu.

The City of Waco Parks and 
Recreation will present “Ride 
Cameron Park: Women’s 
Mountain Bike Clinic” Saturday 
and Sunday. The clinic includes 
group led rides in Cameron 
Park, demo bikes, professional 
instructors, camping, yoga and 
nutritional information. Women 
of all ages and abilities are wel-
come to attend. Call 750-8057 
for more information.
 
A free concert will take place 
following Steppin’ Out from 7 to 
10 p.m. Nov. 10 at the Burleson 
Quadrangle. The concert fea-
tures Plumbline, Opened by Air, 
Five and Baylor’s own Kristen 
Warren.

CONTACT US
Editor  710-4099
Newsroom  710-1712

Alumni Association 
gives warm welcome
 to returning Bears

By Jessica Reynolds
Reporter

Freshman Mass Meeting, Pigskin 
Revue and tailgating are homecoming 
traditions enjoyed by students until they 
graduate. However, in the years after, 
graduates can come back to Baylor and 
enjoy similar events hosted by the Baylor 
Alumni Association.

“My favorite part of homecoming is 
watching alumni as they come back. The 
campus may have changed, but the Baylor 
spirit hasn’t,” said Judy Prather, com-
munications coordinator for the alumni 
association. “Our job is to help alumni 
reconnect and remember.” 

The association kicks off homecoming 
weekend by hosting its annual meeting 
for alumni. The meeting begins at 3 p.m. 
today in the Jones Theater of the Hooper-
Schaefer Fine Arts Center. During the 
meeting, Jeff Kilgore, executive vice presi-
dent of the alumni association, will give a 
report about the state of the association. 
Then, President John Lilley recognize the 
W.R. White Meritorious Service Award 
recipients. 

This award is given to Baylor alumni 
who have demonstrated outstanding ser-
vice to the university. This year’s recipi-
ents are Ray Burchette, D. Diane Dillard, 
Joyce Hornaday Packard and Rufus B. 
Spain.

After the presentation of awards, the 
alumni board officers and representatives 
will be elected. Finally, Lilley will par-
ticipate in a question-and-answer session 
with members of the audience. Prather 
said the meeting usually has a decent 
turnout, with approximately 200 to 300 
alumni in attendance. 

“It’s a good representation of our alum-
ni,” Prather said. 

After the meeting, the reunion din-
ners will begin. Last spring, the class of 
1957 was initiated into the Heritage Club, 
which honors graduates who attended 
Baylor 50 years ago. 

Their dinner will be at 5 p.m. in Bar-
field Drawing Room if the Bill Daniel 
Student Center. Members of the classes 
five years prior to ’57 will eat at 5 p.m. in 
Harrington House. The 25-year reunion 
dinner for the class of 1982 will begin at 6 
p.m. in the Lt. Jack Whetsel Practice Facil-
ity at the Ferrell Center.

The late Roger Edens, who served as 
chairman of homecoming activities for 
the alumni association, is credited with 
beginning Cabaret in 1960. Cabaret, a 
variety show, offers additional entertain-
ment and ends tomorrow’s festivities.  

“Cabaret provides an alternative to 
Pigskin in a more intimate venue,” Prather 
said.

Since then, ShowTime! has become 
involved in Cabaret. ShowTime! is a show-
choir of select Baylor students who per-
form Broadway-type sing and dance acts. 
It has become the main act of Cabaret in 
the past 15 to 20 years.

“It’s only an hour show, but there’s a lot 
going on,” said Dr. Leta Horan, associate 
professor of piano and director of Show-
Time! “It’s a lot more casual and intimate 
atmosphere than something large like 
Pigskin.” 

Between the parade and game on 
Saturday, the alumni association hosts 
reunion picnics. This year, Prather said 
she expects to have the biggest turnout 
she can remember, with 1,300 alumni 
expected to attend. Reunion tents will be 
set up in Touchdown Alley for alumni to 
gather. The barbecue will be from 11:30 
a.m. to 1:30 p.m. Saturday. Prather said 
the reunion picnics and dinners are some 
of her favorite homecoming traditions.

“We work hard to help the weekend 
happen, but the whole point of homecom-
ing is for alumni to come home,” Prather 
said. “That’s been the main purpose since 
the first homecoming in 1909.”

To finish off homecoming weekend, 
the association will host a worship service 
Sunday morning. This year’s service will 
be different than the year before. It will be 
a more traditional worship experience for 
the Baylor family, Prather said. 

The service  will begin at 9 a.m. in the 
Powell Chapel of George W. Truett Theo-
logical Seminary. Leaders of the service 
are typically alumni, and this year, Dr. 
Dan Bagby, the permanent class president 
of 1962 and former pastor of Seventh and 
James Baptist Church, will deliver the 
message. Prather said the homecoming 
is “a feel-good time when alumni come 
back and remember what Baylor means 
to them.” 

“The Baylor Alumni Association’s job 
is to remind alumni of what happened 
here that changed them,” Prather said.

student senate approves 
funding for two concerts, 
revisits encore approval

Abbie Rosen/Lariat staff

Dallas freshman Tim Simmons and Houston freshman Will Linthicum work Thursday on the Baylor Aviation homecoming float at a 
hangar at Texas State Technical College.

Float to take flight

By Sommer Ingram
Staff writer

Student Senate allocated $15,785 to 
Kappa Omega Tau for its Christmas Tree 
Lighting and Concert featuring musical 
performances by Chris Rice and Clay 
Walker. 

The event will be held during Christ-
mas on Fifth Street on the night of Nov. 
29. 

“I think the KOT Christmas Tree 
Lighting is an event that really helps to 
pull the campus together around the hol-
idays,” said Dallas junior Parker Short. 
“The tree combined with the concert help 
to get students in the Christmas spirit.”

Student government voted unani-
mously to fund the Second Annual 
Omega Kids Benefit Concert. Omega 
Kids is a nonprofit student-run organiza-
tion developed in response to a Univer-
sity Missions-sponsored trip to Nairobi, 
Kenya. The funds from this event will go 
toward building a rehabilitation center 
in Nairobi. 

“The Omega Kids concert was a huge 
success last year and this year is bringing 

in even bigger names,” Short said. “The 
fact that they have come to us so far in 
advance shows that the event will defi-
nitely be a quality one.”

The senate allocated $7,500 to the 
group for the purpose of bringing Matt 
Wertz in for the concert. Last year, the 
concert raised approximately $11,000 in 
ticket revenue and $2,000 in merchan-
dise. For this year’s concert, Omega Kids 
expects an approximate attendance of 
2,000. Tickets will be $12 in advance and 
$15 at the door. The event will be in Waco 
Hall on Jan. 25.

A bill that Senate voted to pass last 
Thursday concerning Sigma Phi Lamb-
da’s Encore concert after Steppin’ Out 
was sent back to Senate with recommen-
dations for improvement. 

The bill was not vetoed, but adjust-
ments were made in order to ensure that 
the means by which student government 
allocated the group its requested funds 
was completely legal, said Thomas Hern-
don, a Kansas City senior. 

The revamped bill was tabled until 
next week because of concern about the 
wording. 
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Published at last! The earlier edition of
this book was printed, then mysteriously
canceled last fall. 
* Are the goals and implementation of

�Baylor 2012� an impossible dream?
* Can a Baptist university achieve top-tier

status as a research university and remain
Baptist?

�This book tells a remarkable story comprehensively
and fairly. A must read for anyone interested in the
future of Christian education.� � David Solomon,
Philosophy Department, Notre Dame (Baylor �64)

�This book is important for anyone interested in the
Christian intellectual movement in North America.� �
Joel Carpenter, History Department, Calvin College

�[A] wise, realistic interpretation of both Baylor�s recent
history and the pathways of Christian learning. It is an
important book� � Mark A. Noll, History, Notre Dame

ST. AUGUSTINE’S PRESS * www.staugustine.net

The Baylor Project is bound to be the most controversial book of the year.

365 pages, clothbound, $30

Come and Meet the Editors.
Saturday, November 3rd, 9 AM�noon, at the Baylor Bookstore

Meet Donald Schmeltekopf & Barry Hankins and get your copy signed.

Ferguson-Clark Author Series
presents

world-renowned Irish Tenor

Thursday, November 8, 2007
Waco Hall • 7:00pm 

Students: $5
Faculty/Sta�: $10 
Tickets Available

T-Shirts available in Jones 206 for $8 (tax incl)

• Moody/Jones Library Exit Desks
• by calling (254) 710-7249
• online at www.baylor.edu/libraryauthorseries

 Police Blotter
A minor consuming arrest 
occurred at 3:08 a.m. Saturday at 
the 1300 block of South Eighth 
Street.

Six minor consuming arrests 
occurred at 1:46 a.m. Sunday at 
2007 S. 15th St. 

A driving while intoxicated arrest 
occurred at 1:33 a.m. Oct. 26. at 
the 1100th block of University 
Parks Drive. 

A driving while intoxicated arrest 
occurred at 11:24 p.m. Oct. 26 at 
the intersection of South Ninth 
Street and James Avenue. 

A driving while intoxicated arrest 
occurred at 2:03 a.m. Saturday 
at the intersection of Third Street 
and South Dutton Avenue. 

A public intoxication arrest 
occurred at 2:03 a.m. Saturday 
at the intersection of Third Street 
and South Dutton Avenue. 

A public intoxication arrest 
occurred at 3:34 a.m. Sunday  
at South Fifth Street and Dutton 
Avenue. 

An accident with failure to stop 
occurred between at 8:30 p.m. 

and 11:30 p.m. Oct. 26 at the 
northwest corner of Speight Ave-
nue and Eighth Street. 

An accident with failure to stop 
occurred between 8 a.m. and 
5:40 p.m. Monday at the Speight 
Plaza Parking Garage. 

An accident with failure to stop 
occurred between 11 p.m. and 2 
p.m. Wednesday at the Dutton 
Avenue Parking Facility. 

A narcotics possession arrest 
occurred at 1:46 a.m. Sunday at 
2007 S. 15th St.

Theft of a bicycle occurred 
between 8 a.m. Oct. 26th and 10 
a.m. Monday at the Carroll Sci-
ence Building bike rack.

Theft of a bicycle occurred 
between 1:50 p.m. and 2 p.m. 
Monday between Dutton Avenue 
and M.P. Daniel Street.

Theft of over $50 and under $500 
occurred between 2:30 p.m. and 
4:45 p.m. Tuesday at 1311 S. 5th 
St. 

Information compiled from the 
Baylor Police Department crime 
log.

Abbie Rosen/Lariat staff

Ring symbols tell tale of BU history
By Jessica Reynolds
Reporter

Baylor’s 162-year history is now covered 
in gold, set in stone and can be purchased 
and worn.

The Official Baylor Ring, designed by 
Balfour in 1995, depicts 13 symbols repre-
senting Baylor and can be purchased by stu-
dents who have completed 75 credit hours 
and have junior status.

“Graduating from college is a pretty big 
deal,” Houston senior Lindsey Kennedy 
said. “I didn’t get a ring when I graduated 
from high school, and this one is more 
important.”

Students purchase the ring online, 
through Balfour or during Ring Week, 
which was held the first week of October. 
The purchased rings are then shipped to 
Baylor and students will receive them at the 
Ring Ceremony Nov. 27.

During the Ring Ceremony students are 
presented with their rings by President John 
Lilley. However, before they are allowed to 
put the rings on, 1983 graduate Vince Clark 
shares the meaning behind the symbols.

“I’m honored whenever they ask (me) 
to be able to introduce Baylor history and 
Baylor character to members of the Baylor 
family,” Clark said. “It’s a great honor.”

Clark was given the opportunity to share 
the history behind the ring when history 
professor emeritus Robert Reid passed on 
the tradition.

“Vince does a great job about the sym-
bols on the ring,” said Leslie Coltrain, 
Baylor Alumni Association Coordinator of 
Lifelong Learning. “I’ve been to several pre-
sentations now, and every one I go to I’m 
just like, ‘OK, you can’t miss this part.’”

The symbols date back to the beginning 
of Baylor. Established in Independence, 
Baylor was built on two hills. In 1857 a 
building was built upon one of those hills, 
Academy Hill. In the 1870s, when Baylor 
faced depression, the campus decided to 
relocate to Waco. The only things remain-
ing in Independence were four columns 
from a campus building, which can also be 
found on the class ring.

In 1914, more than 40 years after Baylor 
relocated,  the student body decided to vote 
on a mascot. The bear, which won out over 
the buffalo, beaver and ferret, is also on the 
ring. The year 1927 brought a new tradi-
tion and a tragedy that are both represented 
on the ring. The senior class met with the 
juniors on Burleson Quadrangle and hand-
ed down a vine of ivy, which symbolizes the 
passing on of spirit and wisdom. The ivy 
branch on the ring represents this tradition, 
known as Ring Out.

In the same year, as the basketball team 
traveled to Austin on Jan. 22, the team’s bus 
stalled on a railroad track in Round Rock. 
A train collided with the bus, killing 10 stu-
dents. A railroad spike can be found on the 
ring.

 A few years later, World War II began and 
Baylor students left Waco to fight. Today, 
fallen soldiers’ names are written on shields 
placed on memorial lampposts. The lamp-
posts are also found on the Baylor ring.

The Quadrangle Bell, Old Main, the statue 
of Judge R.E.B. Baylor, Pat Neff Hall and the 
Texas and Christian flags are the remaining 
seven symbols found on the ring.

“(Picking you favorite symbol) is like 
picking you favorite ice cream flavor,” Clark 
said. “It’s just really hard to do.”

The 13th symbol is the seal found at the 
top of the ring with Baylor’s motto, “Pro 
Ecclesia, Pro Texana,” meaning for church 
and for state.

“I love the seal part of the ring,” Coltrain 
said. “That would be my favorite part.”

After the speech, students are allowed to 
put on the rings. They wear the rings so that 
they can read the school’s name. However, 
at Commencement, graduates turn the ring 
around, with the name of the school facing 
out. This symbolizes the fact that the gradu-
ate is prepared to face the world.

“The ring itself is just a piece of jewelry,” 
Clark said. “But the symbols and emblems 
upon it are deeply meaningful to Baylor 
people because they not only touch on our 
long history but they also are about Baylor’s 
character.”

In order to participate in the ring cer-
emony, student must purchase a ring before 
Ring Week ends. Ring Week and the ring 
ceremony occur once a semester.

“I feel like this (ring) is my reward to 
myself,” Houston senior Natasha Legette 
said. “I know I’m going to walk, so it’s like 
‘Phew! This is it.’”

Qualifying students are notified that 
they are eligible for purchasing a ring before 
Ring Week. During Ring Week, Balfour is 

located in the Bill Daniel Student Center, 
where students can be fitted and can put a 
down payment on their ring. They do not 
have to pay for it in full because Balfour 
has a six-month interest-free payment plan, 
Coltrain said.

 “It’s another one of those tradition 
things,” Coltrain said. “You get 75 hours 
and, ‘Hey! I can order my ring.’”

Although students cannot purchase the 
ring until they achieve junior status, they can 
start saving for their rings early. This year 
introduced the new Ring Savings program.

Freshmen can start putting aside $75 
toward their ring per semester. Students 
can opt out at any time, but participation 
allows them to pay for the majority of the 
ring so it’s not “all out of pocket,” Coltrain 
said. This year 75 percent of the freshman 
class is participating in the Ring Savings 
Program.

“We want to make it as easy and afford-
able as possible for everyone who wants a 
ring to be able to get one when they’re eli-
gible,” Coltrain said. “And the ring savings 
program is just a way to do that.”

Baylor alumni can also purchase a ring if 
they chose not to while they were in school. 
Coltrain said students often think they don’t 
want a ring or can’t afford it at a time, but 
after they graduate they decide they actu-
ally do want a ring.

“We just want to present the opportunity 
and let alumni know that, ‘Hey, if you didn’t 
get a ring when you wanted one, you can 
still order one,’” Coltrain said.

Information about the official class ring 
can be found by contacting Leslie Coltrain 
at Leslie_Coltrain@baylor.edu or at www.
balfour.com. 

“It’s a symbol, and it ties you (to Baylor) 
forever,” Coltrain said. 

Students order Baylor Rings from a Balfour representative during Ring Week, held the first week of 
October.

Powers, colleagues devoted to campus safety
By Caitlin Forehand
Reporter

Tim Powers started his career in the cor-
porate world, but his passion has changed 
to keeping Baylor students safe.

Powers has been the coordinator for 
safety and citizenship education at Baylor 
for a little more than a year. Before coming 
to Baylor, Powers worked at a production 
facility overseeing safety. 

This is where he said his interest in cam-
pus safety began. The safety and citizen-
ship education department is in charge of 
safety on campus. The staff is made up of 
Powers and several safety and security edu-
cation officers. 

They work closely with risk manage-
ment, the fire marshal, the Baylor Police 
Department and judicial affairs to keep 
campus as safe as possible.

“I am proud of how safe our communi-
ties are,” Powers said.

One of Power’s main jobs is to supervise 
the safety and security education officers. 

“We walk in and around the residen-
tial communities from 11 p.m. until 7 a.m. 

every night,” Safety and Security Education 
Officer Darlene Cale said.  

They talk to students, make sure all of 
the doors are closed and locked and help 
students who have been locked out of 
their residence halls. 
Officers also contact 
Baylor police if they 
see or hear any suspi-
cious activity. 

“(The of f icers) 
look for anything that 
could put a student at 
risk,” Powers said.

Students can call 
their officer if they 
feel unsafe and have 
the safety and secu-
rity education officers 
walk with them from 
a parking lot, library or another residence 
hall. 

The phone numbers for the officers can 
be found on the Baylor Web site.

One safety issue the department has 
been monitoring since Powers began work-
ing at Baylor is lighting audits. 

“We look for lights that are burned out 

on campus and even offer suggestions as 
to where more lighting may be needed to 
increase safety,” Cale said.

Recently, Powers said, he organized a 
week-long initiative that focused on build-
ing community and preventing residence 
hall “tailgating.” The Campus Living and 
Learning Web site says tailgating is “the 
act of allowing someone you do not know 
access to our residence halls by holding the 
door open.”

Powers and others in the safety and 
citizenship education department want to 
promote community in residence halls. 
Through this, they wish to make campus a 
safer place where students feel comfortable 
and at home.

“It can be scary if you have to walk 
through campus late at night,” Dallas 
senior Hailey Hamilton said. “It’s good to 
know that there are people out there look-
ing out for us. I know it will definitely make 
my parents feel better about me living in 
Waco,”

Powers and other Baylor leaders want 
students to feel safe on campus so that the 
Baylor community will continue to grow 
and thrive.

Powers

Bush battles for 
Mukasey nomination

By Laurie Kellman
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — President 
Bush sought to save Michael 
Mukasey’s troubled nomination 
for attorney general Thursday, 
defending the retired judge’s 
refusal to say whether he con-
siders waterboarding torture 
and warning of a leaderless Jus-
tice Department if Democrats 
don’t confirm him.

“If the Senate Judiciary Com-
mittee were to block Judge 
Mukasey on these grounds, 

they would set a new standard 
for confirmation that could not 
be met by any responsible nomi-
nee for attorney general,” Bush 
said in a speech at the Heritage 
Foundation, a conservative 
think tank.

“That would guarantee that 
America would have no attorney 
general during this time of war,” 
the president said.

Opposition continued to 
grow. Sen. Edward M. Kennedy, 
D-Mass., became the fourth of 
10 Democrats  to declare he will 
vote against Mukasey.
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2001 S. 5th Street

At Home, At Baylor

for leasing information call 254.755.7222

Welcome back, Baylor Alumni! If things 

look a little different around campus this 

year, it's probably because a lot of changes 

have been taking place. Change is good but 

sometimes we like things to stay the way 

they were.

      That's why we at Brother's Management 

have strived to maintain the best of both 

worlds.

      While you're here for homecoming, 

please stop by The Place, Baylor's finest 

student residence. The Place is a gated 

community featuring a one student per 

bedroom policy with assigned parking for 

each student.

      Some things change and some things 

stay the same. That's why coming home 

has never been better.

‘Baylor Project’ looks at controversies past, present

‘won’t Back Down’ gives frank insight into Mulkey’s life

independent print
deserve respect for
sharing convictions

By Claire St. Amant
City Editor

Despite what may or may not 
have happened with the book’s 
first edition, Baylor Beyond the 
Crossroads, a revised version is 
now on the shelves. 

The Baylor Project: Can a Prot-
estant University Be a First-Class 
Research Institution and Preserve 
Its Soul? has been released by St. 
Augustine’s Press. 

Both versions were edited 
by Barry Hankins and Donald 
Schmeltekopf and cover Baylor’s 
trajectory since 1985, focusing 
on the implementation of Vision 
2012. 

This edition is slated for 

a national audience and was 
printed entirely independent of 
the university. 

Peacemakers beware. This 
book does not dodge contro-
versy. As stated in the introduc-
tion, “every subject covered in 
this book has been controversial 

at Baylor.” 
From the charter change and 

leap into the Big 12 under Presi-
dent Herbert H. Reynolds, to 
more recent disagreements like 
alumni relations and financial 
investments, The Baylor Project 
hits them all. 

The book is notably sensi-
tive to former President Robert 
B. Sloan Jr., with many of the 
authors known for their support 
of 2012, and one, Hunter Baker, 
serving under Sloan at Houston 
Baptist University. 

Sloan himself provides a 
chapter of response where he 
addresses each section of the 
book and offers his analysis. 

Regardless of its biases, it 
does provide a thorough look at 
Baylor history during a period 
of great change and turmoil. 

For student readers, the book 
offers insight into controversies 
long past. 

While current students 
weren’t yet in elementary 

school when the charter change 
occurred, it nonetheless has laid 
a foundation of independence 
and responsibility on Baylor’s 
shoulders that is still felt today. 

Recently hired faculty, too, 
will benefit from the book’s sub-
ject matter, which reaches back 
to Baylor’s inception in 1845, but 
focuses primarily on the forma-
tive years of 1985-2000. 

Several chapters discuss 
teaching and research issues, as 
well as the intersection of faith 
and learning and the numer-
ous questions surrounding that 
ambiguous ideal. 

While the book isn’t entirely 
objective, it never claims to be.

 Chapters by Reynolds and 
others who offered criticisms 
of 2012 were elicited but never 
published (in Reynolds’ case, 
never written), and therefore left 
the editors with only a slew of 
Sloan supporters. 

It’s no wonder Baylor admin-
istration was hesitant to stamp 

its name on the cover. 
The views expressed in this 

work clearly represent one 
school of thought on issues at 
the heart of Baylor. 

Perhaps if Baylor had been 
more forthcoming with its rea-
soning for rejecting the book 
instead of merely writing it off 
as a copyright issue, which no 
one bought, much of the mystery 
surrounding the book would’ve 
been explained. 

The chapter on alumni rela-
tions, which was written before 
the latest contract renegotia-
tion, describes how the alumni 
association was first formed and 
offers analysis of Sloan’s treat-
ment of the association. 

This is one of the few points 
in the book where Sloan’s deci-
sions are not met with unwaver-
ing support. 

The author of the chapter on 
alumni relations, Gwin Mor-
ris, said Sloan should’ve “fully 
engaged the association as a 

partner in Baylor 2012” from the 
inception of the vision. 

This argument and others 
in the chapter echo the type of 
changes that President John Lil-
ley and the Board of Regents are 
currently proposing.    

It’s a bold book, and each 
author should be commended 
for taking such a strong stand 
on issues where many at Baylor 
would like to claim middle 
ground. 

Depending on the audience, 
analysis offered in the chapters 
will either delight or dismay 
readers. 

Not everyone will agree with 
the views expressed in the book, 
but all must at least respect the 
authors and editors for sharing 
their convictions and observa-
tions on a national stage.

Barry Hankins and Don-
ald Schmeltekopf will be at the 
Baylor Bookstore to sign copies 
of The Baylor Project at 9 a.m. Sat-
urday.

Autobiography reveals 
‘almost embarrasingly 

shocking’ events 

By Will Parchman
Sports editor

While not a work of any literary 
magnitude, Kim Mulkey’s new book 
Won’t Back Down provides an insight-
ful look inside portions of her life left 
otherwise untouched.

Don’t confuse this book with a clas-
sic, or even a top sports autobiography. 
Mulkey’s career is too short, her expe-
riences too few to provide a lifetime of 
advice, anecdotes and stories. 

As a 45-year-old, Mulkey has plenty 
of past to draw upon, but not nearly 
enough to make up for the lack of ar-
tistic flourish the book provides. 

What she does provide is an insid-
ers view of one of the most enigmatic 
and private figures to grace Baylor 
athletics in years. She peels away the 

veneer and offers a glimpse inside the 
life of a national championship coach. 
Thankfully, some stories hit home on 
their own, even without serious liter-
ary merit.

The book opens with her humble 
beginnings in Hammond, La., where 
she built toward a fruitful playing ca-
reer at Louisiana Tech which included 
four Final Four appearances and a 
130-6 record during her playing ca-
reer. 

For those that know her only as the 
energetic Baylor women’s basketball 
coach, these stories are a nice comple-
ment. 

She continues on with her time 
with the USA Olympic team and her 
subsequent time as an assistant coach 
for the Lady Techsters.

What is so remarkable about this 
book is Mulkey’s candid attitude to-
ward her private life. 

Mulkey makes no apologies for her 
need for privacy.

 “I am a private person, especially 
when it comes to health issues. I only 
allow a certain number of people into 
my inner circle.” 

She kept so many things from pub-

lic view that portions of her book are 
almost embarrassingly shocking. It’s 
almost like realizing that your favorite 
childhood superhero is mortal. 

She leaves no stone unturned in 
discussing her at times messy divorce 
with ex-husband Randy, a frightening 
benign cyst which cropped up during 
the Lady Bears’ championship season 
and forward Emily Niemann’s deci-
sion to leave the program. 

She also dedicates an entire chap-
ter to her two children, Makenzie and 
Kramer.  

While the book seems poorly con-
ceived at times, weaving in and out of 
story lines and failing to touch other 
more prominent issues, it contains 
something for most every reader. 

For technical basketball fans, 
Mulkey details the recruiting process 
and her coaching methods. Having 
this information in hand will provide 
an interesting side note to fans used 
to watching the effusive coach deal in 
her emotions on the sidelines of Baylor 
women’s basketball games.

Her childhood stories, which are 
dull in places and can drag on, are 
mostly interesting and do well in 

setting up the rest of her life in bas-
ketball. Later stories that pepper the 
book are interesting but only because 
of their content. 

With a great deal of understate-
ment, she tells of a conversation with 
Bob Knight following Baylor’s 2005 
national championship and a chance 
encounter with Bill Belichick in Los 
Angeles. For Baylor fans, the most in-
teresting facts deal with her path to 
Baylor. 

She carefully details how Louisiana 
Tech failed to step forward in contract 
negotiations and Baylor’s insistence 
upon her services as head coach. The 
providential nature of the situation is 
outlined and fleshed out well. In an-
other one of those moments that catch-
es you by surprise, Mulkey recounts a 
behind-closed-doors moment which 
severed her 19-year relationship with 
Louisiana Tech.

“I got out of my chair, onto my 
knees, and begged (Louisiana Tech 
University president Dan Reneau) for 
a five-year contract. Tears were flying 
everywhere. It was humiliating.”

Ultimately Mulkey provides an en-
tertaining romp into the life of a pub-

lic figure who, up until now, remained 
startlingly private. 

Won’t Back Down may fall short in 
places, but the amalgam of quips and 
raw information allows for a breezy 
read and an eye-opening experience.

BOOKREVIEW

BOOKREVIEW
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