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The Executive Editor of Palgrave Macmillan Publishing has accepted Dr. Maurice Hunt's book manuscript titled Shakespeare "As You Like It": Late Elizabethan Culture and Literary Representation. The book consists of an introduction and six chapters focused on this middle comedy of Shakespeare's (dated 1599), with each chapter interpreting the play in terms of a Late Elizabethan phenomenon, such as the appearance the second, enlarged edition of Edmund Spenser's Faerie Queene, a turn-of-the-century factual event in Shakespeare's life (e. g., his purchase of gentleman status), and increased interest in the Apocalypse and related ideas of apocalyptic time (as the year 1600 approached).  
Dr. Maurice Hunt, Research Professor of English, presented a paper titled "Bertram, The Earl of Southampton, and Shakespeare's All's Well That Ends Well" at the 20th Triennial Conference of The International Association of University Professors of English, which was held August 6-10, 2007 at the University of Lund, Lund, Sweden.
Dr. Hunt has also written a review essay for the journal Religion and the Arts titled "Shakespeare, His Contemporaries, and the Religions of His Time." The review essay evaluates these books: Jonathan Burton's Traffic and Turning: Islam and English Drama, 1579-1624; Grace Tiffany's Love's Pilgrimage: The Holy Journey in English Renaissance Literature; Peter Milward's Shakespeare the Papist; John E. Curran's "Hamlet," Protestantism, and the Mourning of Contingency, and Regina Buccola's Fairies, Fractious Women, and the Old Faith: Fairy Lore in Early Modern British Drama and Culture. Dr. Hunt has also reviewed Brouria Bitton-Ashkelony's Encountering the Sacred: The Debate on Christian Pilgrimage in Late Antiquity for the journal Christianity and Literature.
****

Dr. Richard Russell participated in a Summer Seminar on the King James Bible conducted by James Wood, Professor of Literary Criticism at Harvard and a Senior Editor of The New Republic at the National Humanities Center in Research Triangle Park, North Carolina, from July 8-13.  Besides discussing readings from the King James Bible, participants examined its influence on writings by Rousseau, Dostoevsky, Chekhov, D.H. Lawrence, Virginia Woolf, and Saul Bellow.

Dr. Russell's essay, “E. M. Forster’s Leonard Bast: A Source for Virginia Woolf’s Septimus Smith,” which appeared in English Language Notes 42.3 (March 2005): 52-67, has garnered a positive review.  In the 2007 edition of The Year's Work in English Studies, in the section on Modern Literature, p. 11, critic Andrew Radford calls Russell's essay one of three "Key essays on Forster" published in 2005.
 

Dr. Russell's book manuscript, Bernard MacLaverty, has been accepted for publication in the Contemporary Irish Writers Series at Bucknell University Press.

****
Dr. Greg Garrett’s most recent book, The Gospel According to Hollywood (Westminster John Knox), was released in July. The book received a starred review in Publishers’ Weekly, which praises the way Dr. Garrett “masterfully weaves threads of Christian history, doctrine and tradition into the chapters, utilizing these films as platforms from which to teach the reader,” and the book also received a “highly recommended” from Library Journal. On May 14, Dr. Garrett’s short story “The Hands of Christ” was performed at two shows of the juried 2007 “Texas Bound” series at the Dallas Museum of Art, and his short story “Rain Cloud Walking” was adapted and filmed by Dr. Joe Kickasola’s film production class this summer. Dr. Garrett also recently published two adult education lessons on the film An Inconvenient Truth and single lessons on the films Sicko and Reign over Me at The Thoughtful Christian (thethoughtfulchristian.com), an education site published by Westminster John Knox Press, and in August, contributed an invited blog on religion and culture for The Thoughtful Christian’s blog (thethoughtfulchristian.blogspot.com/). Dr. Garrett has also been invited to blog for The Christian Century beginning later this year.
From January 19-21, Dr. Garrett led a retreat for clergy and lay leaders in Arlington, Texas; centered on his memoir Crossing Myself.  On January 24 he gave a craft talk for writers at the Westlake Barnes & Noble in Austin on creating characters. On January 26 and 27 he was a major speaker for the Baylor Medical Humanities Retreat, giving two talks on narrative, grief, and healing. 

On February 3, Dr. Garrett began teaching a five-meeting course on novel writing for the Writers League of Texas at St. Edward’s University in Austin. On February 11, Dr. Garrett preached at all three services of Calvary Episcopal Church in Bastrop, Texas. On February 18, he spoke on the theology of The Lion King at St. James’ Episcopal Church in Austin, and he repeated this talk on February 25th at St. Luke’s Episcopal Church in Cypress Mill, Texas, and at Huston-Tillotson University in Austin. On February 21, he preached and officiated at the Ash Wednesday service at Calvary Episcopal in Bastrop. On February 23, he served as cantor at Christ Chapel Episcopal, Austin, performing an anthem he had written, and on February 28, he preached in Christ Chapel. 

On March 18 Dr. Garrett preached and officiated at all three services of Calvary Episcopal Church, Bastrop. On March 20, he spoke on his book Crossing Myself and signed books at the Westlake Barnes & Noble in Austin. On April 7, he preached at the Easter Vigil and preached at two services on Easter (April 8) at Calvary Episcopal Church, Bastrop. Dr. Garrett preached at all three services at Calvary Episcopal on April 23.

On May 15 Dr. Garrett received the Master of Divinity degree from the Episcopal Seminary of the Southwest, completing the three-year fulltime program. On May 23 he gave a talk and read from his work for “Writers at the UT Club,” a Texas Writer’s Month event at the University of Texas, Austin. From June 4-15 Dr. Garrett led two retreats at Ghost Ranch Conference Center, Abiquiu, NM, on desert and Celtic spirituality, respectively. On June 16 Dr. Garrett was a featured speaker at the annual writers’ conference put on by the Writers League of Texas in Austin, and on June 17 Dr. Garrett began a four-session summer class at St. David’s Episcopal Church, Austin, on spiritual autobiography and preached at the 11:15 service.

Dr. Garrett preached at all three services of St. James Episcopal Church, Austin, on July 15. From July 23-29 he taught “Writing for Peace and Justice,” a weeklong course at Ghost Ranch in New Mexico. On August 12, Dr. Garrett spoke and signed books at the Westlake Barnes & Noble in Austin.

Dr. Garrett was recently profiled in Publishers Weekly, the Austin American-Statesman, and the Daily Texan (University of Texas, Austin) and was interviewed for stories in the Globe and Mail (Canada), Chicago Tribune, San Antonio Express News, Waco Tribune Herald, Austin American-Statesman, and Brunswick (NH) News.
****

Dr. William V. Davis attended the International Association of University Professors of English conference at the University of Lund, Sweden in early August where he gave a paper—“‘Good Luck in Cracked Italian’: Richard Hugo in Italy.”

****
In early June, Dr. James Barcus, Chief Reader for the AP Literature and Composition Examination, supervised nearly 1100 collegiate and secondary teachers as they scored nearly 900,000 essays written by senior secondary students.  The reading was held in Louisville, Ky.  In addition, in May, he led the development of training materials for the reading.  All teachers of record who are interested in joining the program may begin the process by accessing the application forms on AP Central, one of the links on the College Board website. 

****
The editor of English Literary Renaissance has asked Dr. Robert Ray to write "Recent Studies in Herbert (1987-2007)" to be included in the series Recent Studies in the English Renaissance that is published by this journal.  Dr. Ray wrote "Recent Studies in Herbert (1974-1986)" which appeared in ELR in 1988.

****

Geoffrey Reiter's essay "'Over the Threshold': Bram Stoker's Under the Sunset and its Victorian Literary Contexts" was published in Issue #4 of Studies in Fantasy Literature.
ANNOUNCEMENTS

Dr. Stan Coppinger (Ph.D., Baylor University, ?) has been treated aggressively for lymphoma that has spread through significant sections of his body.  He is responding well to treatment, but would appreciate the thoughts and prayers of his friends at Baylor.

****
Information has been received from Penn State University concerning its graduate studies in the Department of Comparative Literature.  Interested students should see the flier on file in CS 106.
****
Information has been received from Selnate International School concerning open searches for Assistant Language Teachers of English in Japan.  For more information, please see the flier on file in CS 106 and posted in the faculty workroom.
CONFERENCES — CALLS FOR PAPERS
Information has been received concerning the International Conference on Narrative scheduled to take place May 1-4, 2008.  Sponsored by the Society for the Study of Narrative Literature and hosted by The University of Texas at Austin, the Conference is an interdisciplinary forum addressing all dimensions of narrative theory and practice.  Proposals for papers and panels on all aspects of narrative in any genre, period, nationality, discipline, and medium are welcomed.  Deadline for receipt of proposals is October 15, 2007.  For more information, please see the flier on file in CS 106.
****

Information has been received concerning the 29th Meeting of the Southwest/Texas Popular and American Culture Association which will take place February 13-16, 2008, at the Hyatt Regency Albuquerque.  200 word abstracts may be sent by 15 November 2007 to the appropriate Area Chair listed on the flier.  For more information, please see the flier posted on the board in the faculty workroom or by visiting the website at http://www.h-net.org/~swpca.

****

Information has been received from Rice University concerning its Medieval Studies Workshop 2007-08 titled “The Middle Ages: History, Legend, or Myth?”  Upcoming conferences include 

“The Legend of King Arthur” on Thursday, 20 September 2007 at 4:30 p.m; “The Legend of Charlemagne” on Thursday, 7 February 2008 at 4:30 p.m. and again on Friday, 8 February 2007 from 12 p.m. to 1 p.m.; and “The Legend of Thomas Aquinas” on Friday 14 March 2008 at 7 p.m., and also Saturday, 15 March 2008 from 9 a.m. to 7 p.m.  For more information, please see the flier on file in CS 106 or posted on the board in the faculty workroom.
****

Information has been received from The Melbern G. Glasscock Center for Humanities Research at Texas A & M University announcing the Fall 2007 semester of its Faculty Colloquium.  For more information, please see the flier on file in CS 106 or posted on the board in the faculty workroom.

****

Information has been received from The Melbern G. Glasscock Center for Humanities Research at Texas A & M University announcing the Fall 2007 semester of its Graduate Colloquium.  For more information, please see the flier on file in CS 106.
****

Information has been received from The American Studies Association of Texas Annual Conference on November 15-17 at East Texas Baptist University.  This year’s conference theme is “Cultural Crossings: New Avenues of Discovery in American Studies.”  Papers, abstracts, or panels dealing with any aspect of American Studies are welcome by September 20, 2007, especially papers that reflect the conference theme of cultural diversity and awareness in American Studies.  For more information, please see the flier on file in CS 106.
****

Information has been received from The Greensboro Review concerning the 2008 Robert Watson Literary Prizes.  The Fiction Prize and the Poetry Prize are $500.  Postmark deadline is September 15, 2007.  For more information, please see the flier on file in CS 106.

****

Information has been received concerning the Mississippi Review Prize 2008.  The annual contest awards prizes of $1,000 in fiction and poetry.  Winners and finalists will be published in next spring’s print issue of Mississippi Review.  Fiction entries should be 1000-5000 words; poetry entries should be three poems totaling 10 pages or less.  There is no limit on the number of entries.  There is a fee of $15 per entry, payable to Mississippi Review.  Each entrant will receive a copy of the prize issue.  Entries should have “MR Prize,” author name, address, phone, e-mail, and title of work on page one.  Postmark deadline is October 1, 2007.  The winners will be announced in February 2008 and the issue will be published May 2008.  For more information, please see the flier on file in CS 106.

****

Echoes of the Aeolian Harp 
Dr. William J. McDonald’s review of The Automotive History of Lucky Kellerman by Steve Heller is in the November 22, 1987 issue of the Waco Tribune-Herald. Dr. Heller visited the Department of English for a reading Nov. 4.
From Aeolian Harpings 28:17 (November 25, 1987).
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