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Areas of Specialization: 
Meta-Ethics (particularly Free Will/Moral Responsibility), Ancient Philosophy

Areas of Competency: 
Moral Psychology, Neuro-Ethics, History of Philosophy
                                           
Education
Doctorate of Philosophy in Philosophy, 2011  Baylor University, Waco, TX 
Dissertation Title: Taking Responsibility for Ourselves: A Kierkegaardian Account of the Freedom-Relevant Conditions Necessary for the Cultivation of Character
	Dissertation Director: Dr. Robert C. Roberts
Committee Members: Dr. C. Stephen Evans, Dr. Robert Kruschwitz, Dr. Todd Buras, Dr. Paul Martens

Master of Divinity, 2005  Truett Theological Seminary, Baylor University, Waco, TX
	
Master of Arts, 2004  Baylor University, Waco, TX
Philosophy

Bachelor of Arts, 2000  Grand Canyon University, Phoenix, AZ 
Major: Biblical and Theological Studies; Minor: Philosophy

Academic Appointments_____________________________________
	Baylor University (Honors College)
		Assistant Professor of Philosophy in the Baylor Interdisciplinary Core—2014-Present

Baylor University (Honors College)
		Temporary Full-time lecturer in the Baylor Interdisciplinary Core—2011-12; 13-14
		Lecturer in the Great Texts Program—2006-2011

	McLennan Community College 
		Adjunct Professor of Philosophy—Fall 2005, Fall 2006, Summer 2011

Publications (*indicates peer-reviewed)	
*“The Virtuous Ensemble:  Socratic Harmony and Psychological Authenticity.”  Co-Authored with Anne-Marie Schultz. Forthcoming in Southwestern Philosophical Review vol. 29, no. 1 (January 2014). Acceptance Rate is less than 20%. 

*“Socratic Meditation and Emotional Self-Regulation: Human Dignity in a Technological Age.” Co-Authored with Anne-Marie Schultz.  Journal of Interdisciplinary Studies XXV (2013): 1-29.

“Gregory Palamas,” in Encyclopedia of Christian Literature, ed. by George Thomas Kurian and James D. Smith, Hendrickson Publishers: New York (2010).

“Søren Kierkegaard,” in Encyclopedia of Christian Literature, ed. by George Thomas Kurian and James D. Smith, Hendrickson Publishers: New York (2010).

Works in Progress
 “Monkeys, Men, and Moral Responsibility: A Neo-Aristotelian Case for a Qualitative Distinction.” 
I argue against primatologist Frans de Waal’s thesis in Primates and Philosophers that human morality evolved.  I present an Aristotelian account of emotions and their significance for responsibility ascriptions and a neurobiological account of emotional self-regulation.  I conclude that non-human primates are not capable of the kinds of emotions and emotional restraint required for responsibility ascriptions, marking a qualitative distinction between non-human primate and human morality. 

“Striking a False Note:  Censorship and the City.” 
An expansion of the article co-authored with Anne-Marie Schultz which examines the role of education in the Republic, with particular focus on Socrates’ censorship of the poets.  We suggest that Socrates’ emphasis on character formation through appropriate exposure to the arts has interesting parallels with contemporary developmental models of self-regulation.  Furthermore, we argue that Socrates’ character education is meant to create a harmonious person who is better equipped to respond to unvirtuous elements in the arts and in society more broadly than a person employing a self-mastery model of self-comportment.

Recent Presentations 
“A Case for Virtue: Aristotle’s Psychology and Contemporary Accounts of Emotion Regulation.” “Aristotle's Ethics and its Legacy” workshop at the 14th Annual International Conference of the International Society for the Study of European Ideas: Images of Europe: Past, Present, Future. August 4 – 8, 2014.

"Can you Blame me if I’m Scared? A Neurobiological Account of Compulsion, Phobia, and Alternative Possibilities." 46th Meeting of the North Texas Philosophical Association.  April 3-5, 2014 at the University of North Texas, Denton.

“Advice to a Christian Philosopher – You Gotta have (Socratic) Faith!” 2014 Society of Christian Philosophers Midwest Regional Conference.  Trinity Christian College (Palos Heights, IL). March 27-29, 2014.

“The Virtuous Ensemble:  Socratic Harmony and Psychological Authenticity.”  Co-Authored with Anne-Marie Schultz.  75th Annual Meeting of the Southwestern Philosophical Society.  Fredericksburg, TX.  November 8-10, 2013. 

“Socratic Meditation and Emotional Self-Regulation:  Socrates the Super-Meditator!” Co-Authored with Anne-Marie Schultz.  Interdisciplinary Studies 2013 Symposium: Interdisciplinary Studies: The Next 25 Years.  Pasadena, California. August 1-4, 2013.

"Little Brains, Little Morals, Part II: A response to de Waal’s Primates and Philosophers."  Presented at the 2nd Annual Animal Ethics Workshop: Beastly Morality at Emory University’s Center for Ethics. Friday, April 5, 2013.  

"Little Brains, Little Morals: A Neo-Aristotelian Critique of Frans de Waal's Primates and Philosophers." Presented at the 2013 Annual meeting of the Southern Society for Philosophy and Psychology, February 28 - March 2, 2013.  Acceptance Rate: 33%.
*Griffith Award recipient for the best philosophy paper by a young scholar; $300. 

Professional Societies
American Philosophical Association
Southern Society for Philosophy and Psychology
Southwestern Philosophical Society
Society for Ancient Greek Philosophy
Ancient Philosophy Society

Academic Honors
1. Griffith Award recipient for the best philosophy paper by a young scholar; $300 (February, 2013). 
2. Summer Fellow at the Hong Kierkegaard Library, St. Olaf College, Northfield, Minnesota (July, 2007)
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