
By Sam F. Ghattas
Associated Press 

DAMASCUS, Syria — Syrian 
guards foiled an attempt by sus-
pected al-Qaida-linked militants to 
blow up the U.S. Embassy on Tues-
day, exchanging fire outside the 
compound’s walls with gunmen who 
shouted “God is great” and tried to 
storm in with automatic weapons 
and hand grenades.

The brazen, midmorning assault 
in a heavily guarded neighborhood 

of the capital could highlight the 
Syrian regime’s weakening grip on 
militants, who have battled Syrian 
security forces repeatedly in recent 
years.

The attack, which left at least 10 
civilians and a Chinese diplomat 
wounded, came amid high tension 
between Washington and Damas-
cus.

The rapid response by Syrian 
guards won rare praise from the 
United States, which accuses Presi-
dent Bashar Assad’s government of 

supporting terrorism in its backing 
of Hezbollah guerrillas and Palestin-
ian militants.

“I do think that the Syrians 
reacted to this attack in a way that 
helped to secure our people, and we 
very much appreciate that,” Secre-
tary of State Condoleezza Rice said. 
No Americans were hurt, and the 
embassy was not damaged.

White House spokesman Tony 
Snow also thanked Syrian officials 
and called for Damascus to “become 
an ally and make the choice of fight-

ing against terrorists.”
But Syria responded with a sharp 

criticism of the United States, blam-
ing its policies in Lebanon, Iraq and 
the Palestinian territories for increas-
ing Islamic militancy.

“It is regrettable that U.S. poli-
cies in the Middle East have fueled 
extremism, terrorism and anti-U.S. 
sentiment,” the Syrian Embassy in 
Washington said in a statement. 
“The U.S. should ... start looking 

By Grace Maalouf
Reporter

Painting purple polka dots on aqua wood-
en boards isn’t rocket science. But Alicia Hart 
thinks it might be social work.  

“I’m making people happy by the products I 
sell,” Hart said.

Hart, 26, is the owner of Harts ’n Crafts, a 
craft boutique which opened May 2002 on the 
corner of University Parks Drive and Dutton 
Avenue. 

Hart said her store gained a reputation for 
its products’ vibrant colors through the bright 
name plaques she sold to incoming freshmen. 

But, tucked away in the Ivy Square Complex, 
Hart said the store still wasn’t noticed as much 
as she would have liked.  

“It was kind of disappointing because no one 
knew about me at that location,” Hart said. 

This summer Hart relocated to a house on 
8th Street, between Common Grounds and the 

University Book Store and Spirit Shop. She tore 
up the flooring, repainted the rooms, and coated 
the exterior walls in vivid lime green.  

The preparation took her two months, but by 
July 1, she was ready for business.

“I love [the new location] because I can see life 
going on outside,” Hart said. 

And now that the store is nearer to campus, 
Hart said business has at least doubled. 

 “A lot of the traffic now is foot traffic, whereas 
before, people had to drive to get there,” Hart 
said. “Students stop by on the way to class all 
the time.”

Hart said the store gets busiest in the after-
noons. Customers browse the rooms of the for-
mer duplex, which Hart decorated to look like 
the corresponding rooms of a house. Colorful 
coffee mugs line the cabinets of what was once 
the kitchen and hand-made soaps sit on a shelf 
in the bathroom. 
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By Analiz González
staff writer

The faculty senate met Tues-
day to select members for a com-
mittee that will choose a new 
faculty ombudsman, listen to a 
report by President John Lilley 
and discuss possible changes in 
summer school.

“Dr. O’Brien indicated that 
there will be a faculty commit-
tee to select the next faculty om-
budsman,” Faculty Senate Chair 
Dianna Vitanza said. “An om-
budsman is a person who advo-
cates for the faculty. So if there 
is a problem that a faculty mem-
ber needs legal help with as far 
as academic position or any sort 
of concern (they can contact the 
ombudsman).”

The faculty’s previous om-
budsman, Greg Benesh, can no 
longer serve under the title be-
cause he is now Interim chair of 
the physics department.

Vitanza said she hopes a de-
cision for the ombudsman will 
be made before the end of the 
semester.

She said a committee set up 
to discuss the future of summer 
school is discussing changes 
that might raise the low summer 
enrollment. They are looking 
into having shorter semesters. 

In other business, Vitanza 
said the senate recently updated 
its Web site and that they are 
considering adding pictures of 
senate members to the site.

The senate has also devel-
oped an e-mail address, faculty_
senate@baylor.edu, so they can 
send out the agenda, minutes 
and a newsletter to the faculty 
directly instead of having to go 
through the provost office. 

“Now we will have our own 
identity,” Vitanza said.

But the e-mail was set up so 
that faculty would not be able to 
respond because the number of 
e-mails would be too high, she 
said.

The senate newsletter will 
probably include messages from 
the chair or members of com-
mittees, depending on what is-
sues they are addressing at the 
time, Vitanza said. 

She added that the senate 
also plans to send out the min-
utes electronically, and to do so 
sooner.

“They didn’t used to be avail-
able until a month later and we 
will try to speed it up.”

Lilley told the Lariat he will 
make it a point to attend all the 
faculty senate meetings he can 
make. 

He said he will share some 
important points and then open 
the floor for questions.

“It’s important for me to chat 
with them and find out what the 
issues are,” Lilley said.

By Laura Frase
staff writer

Every Sunday a small group gathers 
among the lounge chairs of the 
Bill Daniel Student Center, ready 

for heated debates over religion, politics 
or simple pet peeves.

No, this isn’t the debate team. 
It’s the unofficial Atheist and Ag-

nostic Society, created by San Antonio 
junior Justin Mueller more than two 
years ago.

The organization started on the bin.
baylor.edu, when Mueller began asking 
if there were any atheists at Baylor. 
From the response, meetings began and 
a Facebook.com group was born.

The Facebook.com group boasts 87 
members, but at the meetings, there are 
about a dozen to 20 consistent mem-
bers, Albuquerque, N.M., junior Gigi 
Le said. And the meetings on Sunday 
afternoons seem to be working out for 
the organization.

“I mean, we’re not going to come on 
Sunday morning, we’re sleeping,” Le 
added.

The group doesn’t just talk about 
religion, but focuses on philosophy, 
politics and other topics as well.

One of the founding ideas behind 
the organization is to cultivate a discus-
sion group.

“We have all sorts of varying belief 
types from fully nothing to something,” 
Le said. “It’s just an exchange of ideas. 
Sometimes it will be polite discus-

sion or fierce debate depending on our 
mood.”

But, Le said the group also acts at 
a type of “safe haven” for people who 
aren’t religious at all.

Even though the organization can’t 
have official guest speakers, it finds 
plenty of volunteers to speak to the 
group.The group has had regular speak-
ers from Antioch Community Church, 
people “very vocal” about their faith 
and even people who don’t believe in 
dinosaurs, Mueller said. 

“We had to catch them up on their 
public education for third grade,” he 
said.

In addition to speakers, the group is 
planning a field trip to the creationist 
museum near Dallas where the mem-
bers will “try to have a nice little debate 
with the entire museum,” Mueller said.

The organization’s informal meet-
ings and guest speakers have attracted 
a growing number of Baylor students, 
whether it’s just out of curiosity or seek-
ing a new belief.

“Our original meetings were more 
like an AA group, with a circle of 
people,” Mueller said. “You  know, ‘Hi, 
my name is Justin.’ ‘Hi, Justin.’ ‘I’m an 
atheist.’ Followed by cheers.”

From those early meetings, the group 
has grown “almost exponentially,” Le 
said. 

Mueller and Le say they feel confi-
dent the group will continue to expand. 

Atheists, agnostics seek recognition 
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two customers peruse the items at Harts ’n Crafts on 8th street just off the 
baylor campus. some of the brightly colored knick-knacks available for pur-
chase were made by students.
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militants attempted to blow up the U.s. embassy in syria 
tuesday, but the attack was foiled by syrian guards.
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U.S. Embassy bombing ploy snuffed out in Syria
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By Van Darden
staff writer

Construction at the Brooks 
Village site will interrupt com-
munications lines at nearby 
buildings starting at 5 p.m. Fri-
day, Information Technology 
Services announced this week. 

Kokernot, Martin, Penland 
and North and South Russell 
Residence Halls, in addition to 
the ROTC offices, will be affect-
ed by the outage until Saturday

However, Bob Hartland, 
director of IT servers and net-
works, said he expects the nega-
tive effects to be minimal.

“Anything inside the dorms 
will be basically dead for the 
night,” Hartland said. “But ev-
erything should be back up by 
noon on Saturday.”

Adam Brock, assistant coor-
dinator for residential technolo-
gies, said telephone lines, local 
and Internet network access, ca-
ble TV and some alarm systems 
will be offline that night.

“Fire and building alarms 
will still work. They just won’t 
automatically notify the Baylor 
Police Department,” Brock said. 

Hartland said that the outage 
won’t affect access to dorms.

“The card readers should be 
fine because they can work in 
‘off-line’ mode,” he said. “Com-
munication to those card read-
ers will be down, but it won’t 
hinder (a resident’s) entrance 
and egress.”

McKinney freshman Tra-
vis Brooks said he’s a little con-
cerned about this Friday’s out-
ages.

“I think it’ll pose a little bit 
of a scare about getting in to 
the building or using my Bear-
bucks,” Brooks said. “But I’m not 



I saw a NoZe Brother once. 
It was about nine o’ clock on a 
Thursday night, a misty sort of 
evening, and my walking had 
brought me to the intersection 
of Fifth and Bagby streets. As I 
crossed over to my apartment, 
I looked back over my shoulder 
to see a black Dodge Ram pull 
up to the stop sign. Staring out 
from the passenger window, an 
awkward sort of guy in a wig, 
schnozz glasses and a fake 
beard shot me the bird. 

I waved back cheerfully, 
astounded again by the stag-
gering creativity of the Brother-
hood.

NoZe, let me be frank with 
you. Last week, you guys showed 
up in Chapel and gave out these 
quaint little airplane-safety 
cardish brochures about how 
to take naps in Chapel with-
out getting caught or whatever. 
Then, this weekend you held 
UnRush and turned your papers 
in in hopes that some neophytes 
might come and try to join your 
ranks. Honestly, I hope lots of 
folks showed up. I hope you met 

some excellent candidates, and 
that you read some funny sat-
ire.

Because frankly, brothers, 
you’re in need of some new 
blood. 

My pops came to Baylor back 
in the day, and I recall stories 
from the dinner table about 
how those crazy NoZe brothers 
would show up at random times 
and places, doing the darndest 
things to spoof Baylor, always 
one step ahead of the authorities 
and one slip away from being 
kicked off campus. 

I wondered what it would be 
like to meet one of those wonder-
ful be-wigged and be-schnozzed 
mystery men. Would I thrill at 
their pranks? Would I gush at 
their cleverity, and admire the 
caliber of the hot babe they’d 
inevitably have hanging off their 
arm?

Apparently, I was fated to 
be underwhelmed. From what 
I’ve seen around here, you 
guys aren’t the fellows my pops 
bragged on. You don’t merrily 
stick it to the man. Instead, you 

seem more like the type of guys 
who decide to swap their Dun-
geons and Dragons cards every 
once in a while for garrulous 
wigs and cheap booze while 
writing mildly amusing passes 
at satire. 

Honestly, it seems like you’re 
placeholders for the NoZe 
name, but you practice none of 
the effort that’s earmarked your 
bunch in the past.

You put a pair of glasses and 
a big nose on top of Pat Neff last 
year? Amusing, and good for 
one photo op, maybe. You put 
out an issue of the Rope every 
once in a while with cookie-cut-
ter jokes about how Lilley is a 
septuagenarian, with mildly 
Photoshopped pictures and 
Poppa Rollo’s ads that inevita-

bly reference sausages? Well, 
good. But we’ve seen this from 
you before. 

Seriously, look around cam-
pus. In a place that’s cluttered 
with this odd mixture of Greek 
letters, shirts with Bible verses, 
and a couple thousand kids 
trying to use Mom and Dad’s 
tuition money to live up to Mom 
and Dad’s expectations, we 
need someone to rock the boat 
a little bit. 

We need some pink and blue 
to clash with green and gold. We 
need you guys to remind us to 
not take stuff like Baylor, Bap-
tist life, grades and ourselves 
too seriously. 

Now, I’m not saying you 
should do something insane 
like burning down bridges. 
That hasn’t worked too well in 
the past. 

But c’mon. Why is it that the 
only thing folks talk about in ref-
erence to you is that prank you 
pulled on Todd Lake by drop-
ping thousands of Ping Pong 
balls on him, leaving him only a 
sole paddle for his defense? The 

folks who saw that incident in 
Chapel as freshmen are gradu-
ated and gone. What will you do 
to astonish us?

 Honestly, you’re in a bit of a 
tough position, not quite being 
an official campus institution, 
but also being watched and 
monitored by the administra-
tion to the point where you can’t 
quite be the rouge pranksters 
you might wish you could be. 
That makes sense. 

But you don’t have to do any-
thing illegal to get our attention. 
Just be creative. 

Wake us up. You claim to 
have “The Funny”? If so, stop 
holding him hostage in the 
back room with your beer bong. 
Please actually let him show up 
in the Rope from time to time. 

And for Elmo’s sake, please 
let him inspire you to greater 
shenanigans. Even your Lariat 
knock-off last year has been 
done before. Put some effort 
into it! 

Like it or not, you are the 
court jesters of this institution, 
and your humor is the saving 

grace that allows you to point 
out the messes that we become 
oblivious to because of our own 
self-absorption.

If this offends you, then I 
understand. You will likely 
react by extracting a picture of 
me from Facebook (and there’s 
some really dumb ones on 
there), doing some haphazard 
Photoshop work on it, and writ-
ing something parodying this 
column in the Rope to make me 
look like a total buffoon. You’re 
welcome to try.

But honestly, I don’t think I’m 
that worried about your attempt, 
and I think my lack of worry is 
the problem. 

If the NoZe Brotherhood of 
my generation has decided to 
stay drunk on booze and the 
complacent attitudes of its fel-
lows, then it is impotent. 

Please start dazzling us again. 
Start stepping on toes. And give 
me some stories to tell my boy 
someday. He’ll appreciate it, I 
promise.

Ben Humeniuk is a junior Eng-
lish major from Brownwood.

ACROSS
1 Online business
6 Banned big bang

11 Cal. pages
14 Nita of old films
15 Puccini opera
16 Artist's rep.
17 Left... (in 

Hollywood?)
20 Lauder of cosmetics
21 Track official
22 Neighbor of Leb.
24 Had a feeling
28 Job for Perry Mason
29 Van Gogh's brother
31 Mubarak's

predecessor
33 G.I. entertainers
34 Graffiti practitioner
37 Wall recess
39 Left... (during a 

heist)
43 Quilt filler
44 Eagle quarters
46 Perform on stage
49 Unnerving
51 Spoken
52 Infrequent
54 Wandered

57 Bikini part
58 Town official, of yore
60 La Scala cheer
62 Left... (in a debate)
68 Shih Tzu or corgi
69 Folkways
70 Old lab burners
71 Compass dir.
72 Designs
73 Burpee specialty
DOWN
1 "Dune" composer 

Brian
2 Greek letter
3 One's other self
4 Wedding vows
5 Elevates
6 2004 Olympics site
7 End of a sock
8 Psychic power
9 H.S. subj.

10 Diplomat's forte
11 Kenyan terrorists
12 Shrek's mate?
13 Sound system
18 NFL prop
19 Spasm
22 Sheraton parent co.
23 Iranian ruler, once

25 Spanish wine drink
26 Redact
27 Putin's vacation 

home
30 Eye lasciviously
32 Amish pronoun
35 Actress Falco
36 Bill attachment
38 Spanish river
40 Pianist Peter
41 In flight
42 Toothed wheel
45 '74 kidnap group
46 Games mall
47 Box
48 Medical selection 

process
50 Carve in relief
53 Sushi bar order
55 Goof
56 Coolidge's VP
59 Easy win
61 Cast ballots
63 Our sun
64 Madrid Mrs.
65 Marsh
66 June honoree
67 Old draft org.
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 OpiniOn

Ethanol 
won’t fix 
problems

Ethanol isn’t the answer to our 
growing dependence on oil, particu-
larly foreign oil. 

We don’t mean to offend Leonardo 
DiCaprio and his matchbox hybrid 
car that gets 60 miles to the gallon 
and runs on ethanol, but the facts 
show that while it may be really cool 
to say you fill up with ethanol, it isn’t 
actually economically or mechani-
cally feasible for the general public.

If you are thinking that ethanol 
burns cleaner and is actually cheaper 
than the normal gasoline that we’ve 
depended on for so many years, 
you’re actually right on both counts. 
Sort of.

The exhaust from cars that burn 
ethanol is much less harmful to the 
environment than gasoline, and eth-
anol, or gasohol, is about 10 cents 
cheaper per gallon than the good 
stuff.

But what the politician shak-
ing your hands and kissing babies 
doesn’t tell you is that gasohol is 
actually much less efficient than the 
super liquid we call gasoline. You’ll 
pay less to fill up your tank, but you’ll 
spend 33 percent more in the long 
run because ethanol produces only 
2/3 the amount of energy gasoline 
does. 

There have been some instances of 
a complete domestic overhaul of ener-
gy sources that had a positive result. 
In Brazil, the government sponsored 
a switch to a fuel called E25, which 
consists of 25 percent ethanol and 
75 percent gasoline. Brazil requires 
every vehicle in the country to be 
compatible with the fuel. 

On television, in the newspapers 
and in the magazines, proponents of 

a widespread switch to ethanol will 
have you believe that this wonder 
fuel is compatible with every car, but 
that simply isn’t the case. Ethanol as 
low as E10 (10 percent ethanol and 
90 percent gasoline) has proven to 
corrode vital engine parts and even-
tually leads to engines completely 
breaking down. 

And is ethanol really that much 
better for the environment?

The answer is no. While the use 
of gasohol produces primarily water 
vapor, and some carbon dioxide, a 
study by the Environmental Protec-
tion Agency showed that the manu-
facturing of ethanol is actually harm-

ful to the ecosystem surrounding the 
plant.

Making a cleaner-burning fuel 
that isn’t manufactured in a clean way 
doesn’t make a whole lot of sense. 

It is relatively well known that 
the crop grown to produce ethanol 
is corn. What you may not realize is 
how much the average American’s 
diet relies on corn and corn byprod-
ucts.

You may also not be aware that 
a nationwide switch to ethanol isn’t 
possible when considering that to 
meet the fuel demands of every 
American, more than 200 million 
acres of corn would need to be har-

vested each year. But only 75 million 
acres of corn is currently harvested 
each year. Where are the other 150 
million acres of corn going to come 
from? Is the United States going to 
start importing corn products from 
other countries? 

We’re the largest corn producer in 
the world, and we already export 20 
percent of the crop, according to the 
National Corn Growers Association.

Apparently, the best options are 
that we stop eating as much as we 
already do, stop using fuels as much 
as we already do and stop supplying 
the rest of the world with their corn 
products.

 The Baylor Lariat welcomes 
reader viewpoints through let-
ters to the editor and guest 
columns. 

Opinions expressed in 
the Lariat are not necessarily 
those of the Baylor adminis-
tration, the Baylor Board of 
Regents or the Student Publi-
cations Board. 

Letters to the editor should  
include the writer’s name, 
major, graduation year, phone 
number and student identifi-
cation number. Non-student 
writers should include their 
address.

Letters that focus on an 
issue affecting students or fac-
ulty may be considered for a 
guest column at the editor’s 
discretion.

All submissions become 
the property of The Baylor 
Lariat. The Lariat reserves the 
right to edit letters for gram-
mar, length, libel and style. 

Letters should be e-mailed 
to Lariat_Letters@baylor.edu 
or mailed to The Baylor Lariat, 
One  Bear Place #97330, Waco, 
TX 76798-7330.

noZe Brothers have fallen one step behind ‘The Funny’

Letters to the editor
Students should reach out

I was walking on Eighth 
Street in front of Collins Resi-
dence Hall and noticed a home-
less man on a bike. 

This is not a unusual sight, 
but as I saw him I wondered to 

myself why it is that I am able 
to walk on the other side of the 
street, as a student at Baylor, 
while he lives on the streets day 
after day. 

What is the real difference 
between that man and myself, 
other than a Baylor e-mail 

address and a dorm room? Why 
is it that I am able to obtain an 
education at a university, and 
this man has no opportunity to 
do the same? 

Why do I own an iPod, a lap-
top and a car, and he owns noth-
ing but a bicycle and the clothes 

on his back? 
Shane Claiborne spoke about 

his work with the Simple Way 
community in Philadelphia dur-
ing the Sept. 11 chapel service. 
He spoke about how we must 
learn to love our neighbor as 
ourselves. 

I believe that as Baylor stu-
dents and as Christians, we 
should seek to love others in 
our community with the love 
that Christ has shown us. 

In whatever avenue we may 
choose to accomplish this, we 
should seek to serve and truly 

love all those who are our neigh-
bors. 

By doing this, our role as 
Baylor students will be fulfilled 
as we learn to love our neighbors 
who are just across the road.

Kendra Kirkland
Communication specialist 2010

Opinion policy
Editorial

The Baylor Lariat is commit-
ted to ensuring fair and accu-
rate reporting and will correct 
errors of substance on Page 2. 
Corrections can be submitted 
to the editor by sending an e-
mail to Lariat_letters@baylor.
edu or by calling 254-710-
4099.

Corrections policy
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Need
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Now!!!
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WITHIN
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Come to the best!
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Downtown Waco on the corner 

of 6th & Franklin Ave.
(254)714-2504

It’s your choice to protect your body & life! 
Come to a reputable licensed studio!

Licensed by 
the State of Texas 
Health Department 
for both Tattooing 

and Body Piercing.

Love your neighbor, speaker advises
By Claire St. Amant
Reporter

People might describe Shane Clai-
borne as a circus performer, entre-
preneur, writer, radical, fundraiser, 
preacher or  monasticist. But he pre-
fers a different title.

“I’m a lover of people,” he said. 
“When I have to write down my voca-
tion, that is what I put.” 

Claiborne is the author of Irresist-
ible Revolution and the co-founder of 
The Simple Way, an inner-city com-
munity ministry in Philadelphia. He 
spoke Monday in Chapel about how 
to be a follower of Jesus.

“It’s nothing extraordinary to be a 
believer of Christ, but to be a follower 
is dangerous,” Claiborne said.

And he would know. From work-
ing with Mother Teresa in Calcutta to 
sleeping with the homeless in a Phila-
delphia park, Claiborne takes Jesus’ 
ministry out of the Bible and into the 
streets. 

“He opens up the Bible, and he lives 
like Jesus did, in a community with 
other Christians,” Houston junior 
Sara Phillips said. 

Claiborne’s radical ideas about how 
community should look for a Chris-
tian in today’s world have shaped The 

Simple Way ministry. After-school 
programs, food and clothing drives 
and a unique spin on Christian con-
ventions called People Against Pover-
ty and Apathy (PAPA) are just some of 
the ways the Simple Way is reaching 
out and impacting the world, he said.

“He is an ordinary guy who is living 
an extraordinary life by simply trying 
to live as Jesus Christ did,” Ardmore, 
Okla., senior Jessica Dooley said.

Claiborne is perhaps best known 
for traveling to Iraq in March 2003 on 
a peacemaking trip. 

Claiborne’s book tells the story of 
his journey from mainstream Chris-
tianity to radical faith in Jesus. He’s 
donating all proceeds from his book 
to charity.

“One day my friends and I decided 
to stop complaining about the cur-
rent state of the church and to be the 
church we’d always dreamed of,” Clai-
borne said.

Claiborne left dreams of a wealthy 
career as an anesthesiologist to 
become a lover of people. At The Sim-
ple Way, the idea of how to really love 
your neighbor is lived out, Claiborne 
said. 

“He doesn’t just tell people how to 
live, he lives that way,” Phillips said. 
“It’s not like he is advocating peace 

and sacrifice but has never done any-
thing to further those causes.”

In Chapel, Claiborne’s adventure-
filled stories frequently elicited laugh-
ter and applause from the audience. 
Claiborne included stories about 
being arrested and brought before a 
court. All for the sake of loving people, 
he said. 

“I just look at the Scripture and I 
think, what if Jesus really meant that?” 
Claiborne said. “Jesus gets me in a lot 
of trouble.” 

His off-beat, yet distinctly Chris-
tian viewpoint has made him a regu-
lar visitor and speaker on college cam-
puses, he said. 

“People are looking for fresh voices, 
not from the political right or left, but 
people with something new to say,” 
Claiborne said. “College students are 
especially interested in a message of 
love instead of a political statement.”

Claiborne also spoke Sunday at 
Church Under the Bridge, a minis-
try he said is truly in the business of 
learning how to love your neighbor. 

“It’s not that hard to go down the 
street and let someone borrow a cup 
of sugar,” Claiborne said. “But bring-
ing someone into your home who was 
sleeping in a cardboard box is prob-
ably a lot closer to what Jesus meant.”

Courtesy Photo
Shane Claiborne, co-founder of The Simple Way ministry, 
spoke Sunday at Church Under the Bridge, a place he said 
is on the right track. The author spoke Monday to students 
in Chapel.

Internships land 
BU students jobs

 BEAR BRIEFS
Leadership lecture
Dr. Matthew Sleeth, author of 
Serve God, Save the Planet, 
will lecture on leadership in 
public life at 6 p.m. today in the 
Alexander Reading Room. 

Frankly Speaking
The Department of Multicultur-
al Activities will hold a discus-
sion group, Frankly Speaking, 
at 3:30 p.m. today in the Fen-
tress Room of the Bill Daniel 
Student Center. The topic will 
be: “Is it burnout or time to get 
out?” 

Intramural tennis
Intramural tennis registration 
will take place from 8 a.m. to 5 
p.m. today through Sept. 22 at 
the Campus Recreation Office 
of the McLane Student Life 
Center. The cost for registra-
tion is $5. 

Slam dunk contest
Zeta Phi Beta will be hosting a 
slam dunk contest at 7:20 p.m. 
today at Russell Gymnasium.

CONTACT US
Editor  710-4099
Newsroom  710-1712
Sports  710-6357
Entertainment 710-7228
Advertising 710-3407
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Reynard Coker, a Houston freshman, makes a catch Tuesday outside South Russell Residence Hall. He’s not alone — Baylor set records in both 
passing and receiving Saturday against the Northwestern State Demons.

By Lindsey Grewe
Reporter

Baylor students wanting a 
secret weapon when embarking 
on job searches need look no 
further than internship oppor-
tunities.

With a year and a half left in 
her college career, Ana Perez, a 
San Antonio junior, has already 
found herself in demand among 
San Antonio-area deaf support 
specialists.

Her secret weapon? She com-
pleted a 120-hour internship 
program through San Antonio 
College.

For four months, Perez was 
thrust outside her comfort zone. 
Three years of classes in deaf 
support and social work had 
barely begun to prepare her. 

“In my classes I studied to 
work with people, but to actu-
ally practice it was completely 
different,” Perez said. “You can’t 
write the stuff that you actually 
learn on the field.” 

Perez’s internship with San 
Antonio Independent Living 
gave her the opportunity to work 
closely with people in need of 
social services in San Antonio’s 
deaf community. Perez assisted 
a recovering drug addict trying 
to get her daughter back. She 
worked with deaf Hurricane 
Katrina evacuees. 

Perez’s director gave her the 
responsibility of teaching a class 
on finances in sign language.  

“I got three job offers within 
a month of finishing my intern-
ship,” Perez said. “It was resume 
building in ways you wouldn’t 
believe,” 

Dr. John Boyd, director of 
Career Services, has found Per-
ez’s experience common among 
students who intern. 

“Roughly 60 percent of jobs 
are being filled by internships,” 
Boyd said. “By taking on an 
internship, you have a good 

chance of being offered a job.”
The career services center 

holds an internship job fair in 
the spring to help place stu-
dents.

Businesses view students 
with internships as “a cut above,” 
Boyd said.  “Jobs and graduate 
schools want more than grades 
and test scores.  They want to 
know what you have done in 
your chosen field.”

Ashley Hayes, an Austin 
senior, did a short internship in 
Lorena under Dr. Garrett Cook, 
an anthropology, forensic sci-
ence and archaeology professor. 

“It’s a good diving board into 
a real-world career,” Hayes said. 
“It forces you to work in a new 
situation and it puts a lot of 
pressure on you to perform.”

Hayes said it wasn’t all glam-
our, though.

“I worked on an archaeologi-
cal dig,” Hayes said. “It sounds 
interesting, but it is very time 
consuming, and as an intern 
you find yourself doing a lot of 
the grunt work.” 

Perez said her internship also 
had difficult points.

“For the first month I was 
nothing but a go-fer,” Perez said. 
“Before my supervisor let me get 
my hands dirty, I had to show 
my worth through a bunch of 
meaningless errands like get-
ting coffee and driving to the 
store on her every whim.” 

Both Perez and Hayes agreed 
that the positive aspects far out-
weighed the negative. 

Even a bad experience can be 
rewarding in the long run, Boyd 
said.

“It benefits you by helping 
you know if you want to do this 
or not,” he said.

After her experience, Perez 
said she would recommend an 
internships to anyone.

“Every degree program 
should make you do one,” Perez 
said.

Baylor educates students to eliminate fire risks
By Sarah Viesca
Reporter

 Brian Johnson, an Ennis 
senior, will be the first to say 
that fires are no joke. Johnson 
and his three roommates were 
displaced in 2004 after their 
Baylor Plaza apartment caught 
fire. Johnson said the fire origi-
nated in the apartment next 
door with a sparking bathroom 
fan. 

“We went outside, saw the 
fire and went back to try to get 
our stuff,” Johnson said.

Since their room smelled 
like smoke, Johnson said his 
roommates  and he had to live 
in Brooks Residence Hall for 
about nine days. He said Baylor 
bought them new clothes since 
they had to take everything to 
the cleaners.  

Although Johnson and his 
roommates were not injured, 
not everyone is as lucky.  

According to the Center for 
Campus Fire Safety, a nonprofit 
organization dedicated to pre-
venting campus fire issues, 89 
students have died and hun-
dreds more have been injured 

nationwide in the last six years 
because of fires, both on and off 
campus.

Many student-related fires 
involve a disabled smoke alarm, 
careless disposal of cigarettes 
and lack of automatic sprin-
klers. 

Baylor’s risk management 
department has several regula-
tions in place in order to ensure 
the safety of residents. Candles, 
extension cords and live Christ-
mas trees are prohibited in the 
residence halls. 

If a student is caught with 
any prohibited items, he or she 
may be required to meet with 
a risk management represen-
tative. In some cases, students 
could face termination of their 
housing rights. 

Fire Marshal Leigh Ann Mof-
fett said she teaches residential 
staff members how to use a fire 
extinguisher correctly and how 
to respond appropriately to a 
potential fire. 

Moffett also said if students 
see smoke or fire, they should 
immediately activate the fire 
alarm system and evacuate the 
building.

“What people fail to realize 
is that the fire itself isn’t neces-
sarily what will kill a person, it’s 
the smoke. Although they may 
not see the fire, smoke spreads 
fast,” Moffett said. 

Each residence hall conducts 
one unannounced fire drill at 
the beginning of the semester. 
If residents fail to evacuate the 
building during the alarm, they 
could face $100 fines, according 
to the Baylor fire safety policies. 

“Unfortunately, false alarms 
do occur sometimes from peo-
ple intentionally tampering with 
equipment or people spraying 

too much air freshener,” Moffett 
said. 

Some apartment complexes, 
such as the Arbors, Baylor Plaza, 
Cottonwood and Speight-Jen-
kins are upgrading fire safety by 
installing wireless smoke detec-
tors. 

Moffett said these smoke 
detectors are just like battery-
operated ones, except they send 
a signal to the fire alarm panel 
for immediate response. 

University Rentals Property 
Manager Joe Phipps Jr., said 
most apartment fires start in 
the kitchen. 

For instance, a student might 
be frying bacon. If he or she 
happen to leave the stove unat-
tended, there could be a poten-
tial grease fire, Phipps said.   

He said he always advises 
tenants to always make sure 
their smoke alarms are working 
properly and consider getting 
renter’s insurance. 

Even though the apartment’s 
insurance will usually cover 
damages when a student starts 
a fire, renter’s insurance can 
provide a safety net for liable 
students, Phipps said.

Fire safety tips

♦Install UL-listed smoke alarms in 
every room.
♦Test smoke alarms monthly.
♦Purchase a fire extinguisher and 
learn how to use it.
♦Know two ways out of the building.
♦Never leave candles unattended.
♦Don’t overload electrical outlets.
♦Dispose of cigarettes in ashtrays.

source: Center for Campus Fire Safety

One-handed snag



By Daniel Youngblood
Sports editor

When Baylor receiver Trent Shelton caught 
the ball on a post route for a 46-yard touch-
down in the first quarter of the Bears’ game 
against Northwestern State, he not only gave 
his team the lead, he also made history.

With the first of his nine catches on Satur-
day, Shelton set the Baylor record for cathcing 
passes in 35 consecutive games, beating former 
Baylor record-holder Reggie Newhouse. 

“It made me feel real good because I do not 
know how many more records I can get to, but 
you never know with this new offense,” Shelton 
said. 

“Shawn (Bell) told me before the game, ‘If 
you are going to break the record, let’s make 
it a touchdown,’ and that is exactly what hap-
pened. I guess Shawn brought some good luck 
with him,” he said.

Shelton’s record-breaking performance, 
combined with the fact that his 116 career 
receptions rank seventh in Baylor history and 
that his 1,395 career receiving yards rank sixth, 
should be enough to recognize him as one of 
Baylor’s best.

But Shelton, who has been spent most of 
his career quietly putting up big numbers as 
the Bears No. 2 receiver behind fellow senior 
Dominique Zeigler, has no desire to be in the 
limelight.  

“I don’t even want to be the star receiver,” 

Shelton said. “Ziggy has been getting more 
pub, and the credit’s due to him because he’s 
been having the best seasons. But I like my 
role as it is.”

For Baylor quarterback Shawn Bell, Shelton 
is often the go-to guy.

“Trent and I have been together for a long 
time; we were on scout team as freshmen, and 
he’s my number one read on most plays.” Bell 
said. 

“Any time he’s singled up, I’m going to go 
to him because he’s got that type of ability.”

His 158 receiving yards Saturday capped off 
a special night for Shelton, but while his record 
and recent performances have put him in the 
spotlight lately, he said he understands that in 
this offense, no one receiver will dominate the 
stat book too much. 

And he likes it that way.
“Next week, I could have zero catches and 

Trey Payne (or one of the other receivers) could 
have nine for 158 yards,” Shelton said. “That’s 
how this offense works.”

While offensive coordinator Lee Hays agreed 

that it’s rare in his offense for one receiver to 
have a big game every week, he said the fact 
that Shelton had such an impressive game was 
a testament to his ability to get open and also 
the inability of the Northwestern State corner-
backs to guard him one-on-one.

“It’s not typical for a guy to get nine catches 
each week, so that speaks to Trent’s perfor-
mance,” he said. “It really depends on the cov-
erage teams are giving us.”

Hays also said he refuses to attribute Shel-
ton’s performance to his pass-happy offensive 
scheme.  

“I’d love to say (his performance) was a 
product of the system, but that was just Trent 
being Trent and Shawn and Trent hooking up.” 
Hays said. 

“There were a couple of times where Shawn 
probably should’ve gone the other way with 
(the ball), but I won’t complain as long as they 
complete them.”

Shelton’s new record has drawn attention 
and comments from almost every direction. So 
naturally preseason All-American cornerback 
C.J.Wilson, possibly the most outspoken player 
on Baylor’s team, had something to say on the 
subject. 

“I told everybody when I went to (the Big 
12 Media Day in) Kansas City that he was one 
of the most under-rated guys in the Big 12,” 
Wilson said. 

“He’s got the goods, and I don’t say that 
about receivers. But he’s one of those guys.”  

By Brittany McGuire
Sports Writer

After two seasons of winless volleyball against 
Big 12 opponent Kansas State University, the 
Baylor Lady Bears say it’s time for an upset. And 
they’ll get their chance when they host Kansas 
State at 7 p.m. tonight at the Ferrell Special Events 
Center.

On Sept. 24, 2003, the team shocked the No. 9 
Wildcats with a 3-1 victory at home. The win was 
the Lady Bears’ biggest upset in school history,but 
the team has struggled against Kansas State since 
then. 

Senior outside hitter Nicole LeBlanc was a 
freshman when Baylor last defeated  Kansas State. 
She said she believes the team can do it again.

“They’re always good,” the Tampa, Fla., native 
said. “But beating a ranked opponent will help 
our chances for the NCAA tournament.”

Kansas State has finished in the top four in the 
Big 12 since the conference started in 1996 and 
was ranked No. 24 in the latest NCAA poll. But 
the players said they aren’t intimidated. 

“We get scouting reports and we watch how 
they play,” LeBlanc said. “We’re confident enough 
to go for the win.”

The Lady Bears are riding a nine-match win-
ning streak, tying the longest streak in school his-
tory, set in 2001. One more win will break the 
record, and head Coach Jim Barnes said tonight’s 
the night to do it.

“Winning nine times in a row, we know we’re 
doing something right,” LeBlanc said. “We’re con-
fident whether we win or lose.”

Barnes said he’s excited to be starting confer-
ence play. 

“11-1 is a nice preseason record, but now comes 
Big 12,” Barnes said. “But we’re ready to play at a 
top 25 level.”

Barnes, now in his third season with the Lady 
Bears, said the team’s defense has been a strong 
point, as they’ve held opponents to a .083 hitting 
percentage, leading the Big 12. 

“We’ve put in a great deal of work,” Barnes said. 
“The team looks as good as it can be.”

While the veteran seniors already know how 
tough conference play can be, Baylor’s freshmen 
starters said they’re anxious for the game to start. 

“I’m kind of antsy, not knowing what to ex-
pect,” Buda middle blocker Anna Breyfogle said. 
“But I’m excited to see what happens.”

The Lady Bears’ only loss of the season was 
against the University of California-Berkeley, a 
top-10 ranked team. 

Breyfogle said the team has steadily improved 
since then. 

“That game showed our weaknesses, like not 
being aggressive or confident,” she said. “It’s hard 
to show confidence when you’re losing, but we’re 
working on it.”

Normally the top six or seven teams in the 
Big 12 move on to the NCAA tournament, a goal 
Baylor has firmly in mind.

“Every win has helped the team,” Barnes said. 
“But this could be a win that gets us ranking 
votes.”

“It comes down to heart and execution,” he 
said. “That’s how we compete.”
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For rent: Large 4 bedroom 2 bath 
house. Close to campus. (254) 
640-7084

DUPLEX FOR LEASE: 2 BR, 1 
Bath, Walk to Class. 703 Wood. 
Rent: $385 Sec. Deposit: $385 
Call 754-4834

Rent very LARGE duplex. 
2br/2ba, W/D, tile. 3-4 students, 
price negotiable. 1312 Bagby. 817-
715-5559

BAYLOR AREA 3108 S. 3rd 
Remodeled 4BR, 2BA, CH/A, 
Washer/Dryer, Ref, Stove, Alarm, 

$950 mo. 744-1178

Attention Baylor Students!  Only 7 
Blocks from Baylor at 617-619 S. 
8th.  1/1, 1/1 duplex. New carpet, 
paint, and lino.  Owner-financed. 
$3,000 down - $636 monthly pay-
ment. Call 752-3419.

U.B. Ski’s 19th Annual “College 
Ski & Board Week” Brecken-
ridge, Colorado www.ubski.com 
Sales Rep Needed! Call... 1-800-
SKI-WILD

Got Classifieds? Call 710-3407.

Need Money? Have a Truck? 
Strong and Able? Call Inflatables 
of Texas for great flexible job 
opportunities. 254-776-3834 or e-
mail:Inflatabletexas@aol.com

The Salvation Army is seeking to 
hire a Praise and Worship Band 
for Sunday morning worship 
services.  Please call Captain 
Tracey Czajkowski at (254) 733-
2643

Sewing and Alterations: 38 yrs. 
Experience. Call Katherine 799-
7206

 EMPLOYMENT

 HOUSING

 CLASSIFIEDS

1312 Bagby. 7 year old duplex. 
Large 2 Bed/2 Bath (1400 sq. ft.), 
Houses up to 5.  Washer/Dryer, 
Backyard/Porch. 817-715-5559.

MISCELLANEOUS

Summer Jobs Advertising Sales.  
$400 to $500 a week - Commis-
sions. Stay in Waco this summer!  
Baylor University/Faculty/Staff/
Student Telephone Directory.  
Sales Experience a plus, but not 
necessary. Will train.Must have 
dependable automobile.  email 
resume to: 
GVPubs@aol.com    
GV Publications  1-800-288-
3044. Internships may be avail-
able.

New Housing Construction - Why 
rent when you can own?  Moti-
vated builder with new construc-
tion close to campus.  Own and 
rent to your friends - Contact 
Andy Sheehy w/REMAX Greater 
Waco - 254-315-1891 or 
Andy@SheehyREMAX.com

MISSED YOUR CHANCE TO 
ADVERTISE IN THE BAYLOR 
LARIAT??? ... This is our last 
issue of the spring 2006 semes-
ter, but don’t forget about our 
Welcome Back issue in the fall!!!
For more information, please call 
our advertising office at (254)710-
3407 or visit us online at
www.baylor.edu/Lariat/ads.
Our Web site will answer most of 
your questions regarding display 
and classified advertising.Want to work for the Round Up 

Yearbook or The Baylor Lariat?
To learn more about available 
positions, please call 710-3683 
or visit www.baylor.edu/Lariat or 
www.baylor.edu/Roundup. 
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Trent Shelton breaks free for a 46-yard touchdown during Saturday’s game against the Northwestern State Demons. Shelton’s first catch of the night broke the Baylor record 
for catching a ball in the most consecutive number of games.

By Kristi Rieken 
Associated Press

HOUSTON — Is it possible 
to miss someone who was never 
there?

The question — and Reg-
gie Bush — came to mind while 
watching the Houston Texans’ 
ineffective running game in the 

opener.
Although Bush was never in 

Houston, the possibility of what 
the Heisman Trophy winner 
could bring came up often dur-
ing last year’s 2-14 debacle.

Now he’s helping the Saints 
win, and the Texans are without 
a running game and likely in for 
another long season.

Problems at the position 
were evident from the outset 
of Houston’s 24-10 loss to the 
Eagles. “Our young backs can 
both run better,” Texans coach 
Gary Kubiak said. “Wali missed 
some things and he can be a 
better player and will be a better 
player every time that he goes 
out there.”

shelton catches up to Baylor record

texans lack strong running back, leader

Cross country team disheartened by ranking
By Will Parchman
Sports writer

Respect never comes easy in 
collegiate sports, but the wom-
en’s cross-country athletes feel 
they have legitimate beef with 
the NCAA pollsters. 

The NCAA released on Tues-
day its annual cross-country 
poll, which takes into account 
returning starters and results 
from the previous season. 

Baylor will continue its sea-
son as the No. 13 ranked team 
in the nation, according to the 
poll.

“I’d say we’re the underdogs a 
little bit, but that’s the fun part,” 

freshman Nichole Jones said. 
“It’s an opportunity to prove 
them wrong.”

The Lady Bears finished third 
in the Big 12 and 15th in the na-
tion last year. The team not only 
has returning players, but also 
the winning attitude developed 
during last season.

“I think that our team has 
had excellent results,” senior 
runner Monique Ortega said. 
“I’m excited. We’re going in with 
the mentality that we’re going to 
win.”

Sophomore Erin Bedell and 
junior Lauren Hagans are both 
notable returnees. 

Hagans notched a win in the 

8,000-meter dash at the Bear 
Relays in 2005 and Bedell, a 
returning All-Big 12 performer, 
finished the 2005 season as the 
40th ranked runner in the na-
tion, the best finish in the coun-
try by a Baylor freshman.

Jones had first-place finish-
es in both events this fall, the 
North Texas Invitational and 
the Bear Relays.

“She’s an amazing young 
lady, and very humble,” head 
Coach Todd Harbour said. “She 
is definitely going to be a big 
part of our team this year.”

After feeling somewhat 
slighted by the NCAA, the Lady 
Bears are left wondering what 

else they must do to impress 
those at the top.

“It’s always an honor to be 
ranked, so I guess my first re-
action is excitement,” Harbour 
said. “I thought we should have 
been a little bit higher. Once 
we get into some bigger races 
we’ll get a little bit better idea of 
where we stand.”

Ortega agreed that while the 
team is pleased to be near the 
top, the journey won’t stop until 
they receive the respect they feel 
they deserve.

“I think we have higher goals 
and expectations for this sea-
son. I do think we are better 
than that,” she said.

Courtesy Photo

The Lady Bear cross country team run alongside the Brazos River in Waco 
during a pre-season practice in early August. The team expressed suprise at 
being ranked No. 13 by the NCAA cross country poll. 

Bears hope 
to beat KsU

“I don’t even want to be the star 
receiver. ... I like my role as it is.”

Trent Shelton
Baylor receiver
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Bran 
to debut 
artist CD
By Cat Smith
Reporter

If you can sing, Baylor wants 
to make you famous.

Baylor Rising Artists Net-
work will release its first CD this 
week, and seven aspiring artists 
have the chance to make it big 
— at least on campus. 

The CD will feature student 
artists who write and perform 
their own music and were given 
the chance to make a profes-
sional recording of their songs. 

Amy Reeves, one of the proj-
ect’s coordinators, said this is a 
great opportunity for students 
to get their music out to the 
Baylor public.

“Our musicians learn about 
recording in a studio, as well as 
the business side of the indus-
try,” Reeves said. “We wanted to 
give them the full educational 
experience.”

The release party will be 
from 8 to 11 p.m. Thursday at 
the Seasons Creamery by North 
Village. CDs will be on sale for 
$10.

The party will feature perfor-
mances by three of the artists on 
the CD, as well as free ice cream 
samples. 

“The CD is a great mix,” 
Reeves said. “We have every-
thing from acoustic rock to 
country and more.”

Reeves said one of the 
requirements for students to be 
on the CD is that all the songs 
are original and the music is 
written when they come to the 
studio.

“The BRAN network really 
got off the ground about two 
years ago, but this is the first CD 
we have ever made,” Reeves said. 
“We hope this is something that 
will continue for years.”

China Spring senior Seth 
Philpott is one of the artists fea-
tured on the CD. He said he had 
never been in a studio, so work-
ing on the network CD has been 
a rewarding experience.

“I have always known that 
I wanted to be a musician, and 
working with BRAN has given 
me lots of opportunities,” Phil-
pott said. “It helped the most 
by giving me the chance to play 
and create a fan base.”

Other artists on the CD 
include Calgary, Alberta, junior 
Denise Hearn and Ducanville 
graduate student John Boswell.

When recording the CD, the 
artists worked with Steven Col-
lins at Troubadour Studios.

“We were really impressed 
with the talent that came to the 
studio,” Collins said. “This proj-
ect has exceeded my expecta-
tions.”

The studio helped students 
polish and arrange their origi-
nal songs. 

“The students had pretty 
good ideas; we just took what 
they brought us and helped give 
it a more professional sound,” 
Collins said.

The network has plans to 
make another CD next year.

“We will hold auditions in 
the spring for next year’s CD so 
I really encourage everyone who 
might be interested to go to the 
Web site and check it out.”

Philpott said his work with 
the network has given him a lot 
of opportunties, and he encour-
ages aspiring musicians to give 
the network a chance. 

“BRAN will open up doors 
for students at Baylor to make 
a name for themselves,” Philpott 
said. “Even if you don’t think 
you are good enough to make it 
now, you will get experience and 
contacts that may help you later 
in your career.”

mayer’s ‘Continuum’ far exceeds past works
By Anna Woodcock
Entertainment editor

With all the tabloid hype sur-
rounding John Mayer and his 
supposed relationship with pop 
star Jessica Simpson, one can’t 
help but wonder how the public-
ity related to Tuesday’s release 
of his third studio album.

But while the rumor subsid-
ed due to false claims, Mayer’s 
album certainly didn’t. Contin-
uum is his best CD yet, and you 
don’t need a tabloid to prove it.

With each album, Mayer’s 
maturity becomes more appar-
ent in his vocals and word 

choice. He seems to have come 
a long way from “Your Body is a 
Wonderland” in 2001’s Room for 
Squares. The new album’s “Heart 
of Life” is just one example of 
his ability to conquer the broad 
and powerful theory of life in 
just a three-minute song.

The first single, “Waiting 
on the World to Change,” is an 
upbeat, swinging tune with a 
somewhat political message. 
With a passive stance on a pro-
test to war (describing the way 
our generation approaches poli-
tics), “Waiting” conveys a strong 
message with straightforward 
lyrics. 

The smooth, bluesy sound is 
evidence of his musical influ-
ences.

Another politically charged 
song is “Belief,” where the mel-
ody is catchy without being cli-
ché, something Mayer continues 
to avoid successfully.

“Stop this Train” and “Grav-
ity” are two powerhouse songs 
on the album. The first details 
the overwhelming speed of life, 
to which any college student can 
relate. The tempo of the song is 
steady and progressive, chug-
ging along like a train.

The second is proof that 
Mayer plays truly from the soul 
and not to impress. His inge-
nious writing talent is show-
cased in a melancholy song 
about the struggles of remain-
ing grounded throughout life’s 
hardships.

For the rest of the album, 
your heart breaks right along 
with Mayer’s abridged progres-
sion through the stages of grief. 

“Slow Dancing in a Burning 
Room” strikes a chord in the 
hearts of those in relationships 
by creatively portraying the end 
of a doomed relationship. It’s 
defensive and bitter, stirring 
the emotions of someone in the 
anger stage.

“Dreaming with a Broken 
Heart” is similar to the above: 
the song’s slow, soulful nature 
makes depression seem like 
your best friend.

The last two songs, “In Repair” 
and “I’m Gonna Find Another 
You,” are so perfectly positioned 
on the album, ending the griev-

ing process with resolution and 
acceptance. His lyrics brilliantly 
capture the mood: “You might 
have your reasons, but you will 
never have my rhymes.”

Overall, Continuum’s mixture 
of relationship tragedy with con-
templations on life creates a mel-
low and relaxing, but certainly 
not boring, album. His easily 
distinguishable raspy voice is 
clearer and stronger than ever.

With Mayer, it seems the 
more songs he writes, the more 
his soul is conveyed and the 
deeper emotion he pours out.

You relate to your own life 
while listening and can’t help 
but wonder how he knows it so 
well.

Grade: A 

John Mayer performs Monday from 
his new album, Continuum, during a 
free concert at the House of Blues in 
Chicago.

Associated Press
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The first year and a half was 
very touch and go,” Mueller said.  
“But now we have kind of a tone 
going, so if both me and Gigi 
were killed tomorrow in a vio-
lent Baptist uprising, the group 
would still go on.”

With such a growing number 
of atheists on campus, Mueller 
said that students don’t always 
come for its religious, or non-
religious, aspects.

“You also have a lot of people 
that are at Baylor because of the 
Baylor tradition; it’s a family 
thing,” he said. 

Mueller added that one of the 
group members is here “solely” 
because her parents work for 
Baylor, meaning free tuition.

“Who’s going to turn down 
free school?” Mueller said.

Mueller said he came to 
Baylor because it was the best 
option among the colleges he 
had chosen.

However, Le came for one 
reason alone: forensic science.

“I have long since changed 
that major … but that was my 
reason,” she said. “I mean, I 
came from a very liberal town, 
liberal state, so I didn’t realize 
how religiously fanatic it was 
until I got here.”

After they both came to 
Baylor and feelings of unwel-
comeness tore into them both, 
they had nobody to relate to.

“I created the group out of 
sheer desperation and seeking 
some form of a circle of friends,” 
Mueller said. 

While Mueller formed a group 
of friends through the organiza-

tion, he wants more from it. He 
wants it to be recognized.

Mueller said he is “irked to 
say the least,” about policies 
regulating student groups

“We get no recognition, no 
table, no advertisement, no 
funding,” he said.

In spring 2005, Mueller 
approached Dr. Dub Oliver, 
vice president of student life, to 
begin the process of making the 
Atheists and Agnostics Society 
an official student organization 
on campus. The request was 
denied because of Baylor’s pol-
icy, Oliver said.

Baylor’s Student Policies and 
Procedure states: “The recogni-
tion of a student organization 
represents University endorse-
ment and approval of the goals 
and purposes of that organiza-
tion as being consistent with 
and in support of the goals and 
mission of Baylor University.”

Oliver said he believes an 
atheist group would not be con-
sistent with Baylor’s goal.

However, Oliver said he sup-
ports the group’s purpose for 
discussions.

“The university is a good 
place for the interchange of 
ideas, but because there is a 
good interchange of ideas, it 
doesn’t necessarily mean they 
have a chartered organization to 
go with them,” Oliver said.

Despite a previous rejection, 
Mueller plans to address the 
policy again.

Until the organization is 
able to gain funding one way 
or another, Le said they “hope 
to fundraise through brownie 
sales, atheist auctions or pay to 
take an atheist to church.”

During the meeting, he re-
iterated what he shared on Mon-
day’s faculty and staff meeting 
about Baylor’s emphasis on stra-
tegic planning.

This year, the faculty sen-

ate will prioritize issues such 
as consistency and fairness in 
the tenure process, COLA and 
equity in salaries, classification 
and treatment of lecturers, the 
future of summer school and 
changes in academic support 
for athletes.
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ENTREPRENEURSHIP
MAJORS:

Start your own business.
Use experience for class. Use the money for fun.

Limited Time:
$$$$$$$ 254-716-3599  $$$$$$$

University Rentals
754-1436 • 1111 Speight • 752-5691

ALL BILLS PAID!
1 BR FROM $450 • 2 BR FROM $600

GREAT SELECTIONS!

MON-FRI 9-6, SAT 10-4, SUN 2-4

FURNISHED
POOLS

24-HR MAINTENANCE
ON SITE MGMT.

LAUNDRY FACILITIES
WALK-IN CLOSETS

CONDOS, DUPLEXES, HOUSES
FOR SALE & RENT.

Call C. Cody Campbell: (254)723-5176

Have your laundry done 
ALL SEMESTER for only

Waco Wonder Wash
Corner of 12th & Bagby • 753-9595

FALL WASH ‘N FOLD PLAN ONLY  $275

CONDOS, DUPLEXES, HOUSES
FOR SALE & RENT.

Call C. Cody Campbell: (254)723-5176
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Dean of student development aims at expansion
By Katelyn Foster
Reporter

Cheerful and welcoming, Dr. 
Elizabeth Palacios already ful-
filled the most important aspect 
of her new position. 

She was named the new dean 
for student development Aug. 7.

Palacios will work in student 
activities, multicultural affairs 
and campus recreation. She 
intends to make student devel-
opment “student focused and 
service oriented.”

Palacios will concentrate on 
three areas of expansion: aca-
demic collaboration in and out 
of the classroom; exposure to 
diverse experiences and situa-
tions; and reaching out to give 
back to the community. Her 
goal is to help students find 
their strengths through differ-
ent areas such as leadership and 
volunteering.

“We want this environment 
not to be controlling but inspir-
ing,” Palacios said. 

She said she believes col-
lege is the time for students to 
re-evaluate and redefine them-
selves.

“I want to make sure that 
what we do is conducive to self-
discovery,” Palacios said. 

To Palacios, learning comes 
first. 

“Student development is 
about complementing what is 
learned in the classroom,” she 
said. “I want to bring academ-
ics and student life together. We 
can’t divorce each other.”

Whether through the Greek 
system, a club or intramurals, 
Palacios wants students to gain 
a better understanding of one 
another. She desires for students 
“to go beyond being tolerant, 
but to be accepting of each oth-
ers differences.”

“I want them to not only learn 
about themselves but about each 
other,” Palacios said. “We have 
a sense of accountability with 
each other.”

Student life faculty members 
say they are delighted to have 
Palacios in this new position.

“I’m thrilled to have her as a 
co-worker,” director for campus 
recreation Kim Scott, said. 

I consider myself very lucky 
to have been head of the search 
committee that helped bring her 
here. She’s a tremendous asset,” 
she said.

Department members have 
been encouraged by the student 
reaction.

“The real telling that she was 
the right one for this job was 
the way students responded to 
her,” Scott said. “She had them 
engaged the second she met 
them.” 

Palacios, a Baylor alumna 

with more than 25 years of 
experience, came to student 
development after being a full-
time lecturer in the educational 
psychology department.

Her reputation from her pre-
vious position gives student life 
confidence in her passion and 
abilities to reach students.

“After this position has 
been vacant for over a year, it’s 
refreshing to have such a strong 
student advocate whose long 
history at Baylor is best charac-
terized by listening to students 
and teaching them how to take 
responsibility for their own per-
sonal growth and development,” 
Scott said.

Palacios said she is excited 
about working with a great team 
of faculty while having accessi-
bility to meet students on a deep-
er level and help them develop 
within, among and throughout 
the community.

Henry Chan/Lariat staff

Dr. Elizabeth Palacios was named the new dean for student development Aug. 
7, but she already has a vision for the position, which has been vacant for more 
than a year.

Henry Chan/Lariat staff

Faculty Senate Chairwoman Dianna Vitanza talks Tuesday with Dr. Steve 
Gardner, an economics professor, after the Faculty Senate meeting.

“Two freshmen walked in to-
day and said it smelled better 
that their dorm,” Hart said

Hart customizes furniture, 
picture frames, and wall signs 
for customers, but she also 
sells work by Baylor students 
and other artists.

April Heflich, a Pottsboro 
senior, makes handbags and 
painted pillows that are sold at 

the store. Heflich, an interior 
design major, said although 
her own personal style leans 
toward “more neutral” colors 
than the ones Hart uses, she 
still appreciates the opportu-
nity Hart’s store offers her. 

“I like that her store is 
whimsical,” Heflich said.  “It 
gives me a lot of freedom to be 
creative.”

Hart said now that she has 
more room in her store, she has 

more creative license too. She‘s 
been able to stock more prod-
ucts and work more on art. 

“Now that there’s more 
room and more things, you’re 
more likely to find something 
you’re looking for,” said Sarah 
Hixson, a Southlake sopho-
more who sells tote bags at 
Harts ‘n Crafts. 

Hart extended the hours of 
her store to correspond with 
the hours of surrounding busi-

nesses, and she said she’s final-
ly beginning to see some profit. 
She’s made more than 300 of 
her trademark name plaques 
for freshmen so far and feels 
like her hard work is starting 
to pay off. 

“I’m so not religious,” Hart 
said. “I just think sometimes 
God puts things in front of you 
and if you have the patience to 
wait it out, things will be great-
er than you ever anticipated.”

CRAFTS from page 1

at the root causes of terrorism 
and broker a comprehensive 
peace in the Middle East.”

It curtly said that Syria “per-
formed its duties” under the 
Geneva Conventions to protect 
the embassy.

Anti-American sentiment 
has been rising across the Mid-
dle East since Israel’s 34-day 
blitz of Hezbollah in Lebanon 
that ended nearly a month ago, 
on top of turmoil in Iraq that 
many here blame on the United 
States.

There was no immedi-
ate claim of responsibility for 
Tuesday’s attack, but suspicion 
immediately fell on a little-
known al-Qaida offshoot called 
Jund al-Sham, Arabic for Sol-

diers of Syria.
Syria’s ambassador to the 

U.S., Imad Moustapha, told 
The Associated Press it was too 
early to say but “it’s logically 
possible” Jund al-Sham was 
responsible.

At the State Department, 
deputy spokesman Tom Casey 
said: “Clearly, it was an orga-
nized terrorist attack on our 
embassy. But exactly who was 
responsible for it and who they 
might be affiliated with and 
what their motives are, are 
things that we’ll just have to 
look at as the days go on.”

Three attackers and a Syr-
ian guard were killed in the 
attempted bombing of the 
embassy, located in the same 
neighborhood as Assad’s office 
and residence. A fourth attacker 
was wounded and arrested.

The attackers came in two 
cars, one of them an explosives-
laden pickup truck. The first 
car pulled up in front of the 
embassy’s entrance and three 
gunmen burst out. Shouting 
“Allahu akbar” — “God is great” 
— they threw hand grenades 
and fired automatic weapons 
toward the gate and a Syrian 
guard post, sparking a 15-min-
ute gun battle.

At the same time, the truck 
— filled with pipe bombs rigged 
to gas canisters — pulled up to 
another gate on the other side 
of the triangle-shaped com-
pound. 

But when the shooting 
erupted, the driver ran away 
without detonating it. The driv-
er was shot and arrested, and 
the truck did not explode.

The three attackers tried to 

throw their grenades over the 
embassy’s white 15-foot-high 
walls, but none made it over. 
One blast peppered the wall 
with pockmarks.

Three Syrian security agents 
were wounded as well as the 10 
civilians and the Chinese dip-
lomat who was watching the 
gun battle from the rooftop of 
the Chinese Embassy across 
the street.

The U.S. Embassy has about 
40 staffers, but no ambassador. 
The United States withdrew its 
ambassador several days after 
the Feb. 14, 2005, assassination 
of former Lebanese Prime Min-
ister Rafik Hariri in a Beirut car 
bomb — an attack his support-
ers blamed on Syria. Damascus 
has denied any role, but the 
Hariri’s killing further soured 
U.S.-Syrian ties.

PLOT from page 1

worried about security. I don’t 
think Baylor will let us down.”

Martin Residence Hall direc-
tor Jonathan Stoops said the 
residence halls affected by the 
outages will increase security 
coverage for the evenings of the 
outages.

“Because Martin, Kokernot 
and the Russells are directly 
affected, there’s more of a focus 
on preventing things from hap-
pening that are not supposed to 
happen,” Stoops said. 

The CLs on duty will increase 
their nightly rounds as well,” he 
said. Kokernot Residence Hall 
director Meghan Becker said she 
and her staff will tell the resi-
dents to be careful.

“We want to keep the com-
munication lines open,” Becker 

said.
Becker said Kokernot will 

also increase the internal night 
security working at the front 
desk in addition to maintaining 
the increased security outside of 
the building.

Brock said all hall directors 
know to contact Baylor police 
immediately anytime an alarm 
goes off

“As for the vending and 
laundry machines and copiers, 
we’ve suggested alternate loca-
tions for residents to use,” Brock 
said. “Or we’ve suggested they 
use coins.”

Betty Mullins, administra-
tive assistant for Baylor ROTC, 
said she doesn’t the outages will 
affect ROTC.

The girls in the dorm across 
the street will probably get it 
much worse that us,” Mullins 
said.
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By Erin Pedigo
Reporter 

What college doesn’t love to 
be at the top?    

Professors in doctoral pro-
grams are vying for high rank-
ings for their sections in this 
fall’s doctoral ranking pro-
gram. 

A prestigious national rank-
ing program will be looking at 
nine of Baylor’s doctoral pro-
grams this year.

The program, sponsored 
by the National Academy of 
Sciences and the National 
Research Council, ranks doc-
torate programs to provide sta-
tistics and information around 
the country to prospective 
graduate students, professors 
and industries.

The nine Baylor programs 
being ranked this year are bio-
medical studies, chemistry and 
biochemistry, English, math, 
physics, psychology, religion, 
sociology and statistics.

Dr. Ken Wilkins, biology 
professor and associate dean of 
graduate studies and research, 
said Baylor was last rated in 
this program in 1995, when 
four programs were rated.

“We want to establish a 
baseline,” Wilkins said. “When 
this happens again we would 
want to rank higher.”

The program ranks college 
and university graduate pro-
grams across the country so 
that results can be compiled in 
Research Doctorate Programs in 
the United States, a book pub-
lished after the ranking is com-

pleted, once a decade.
Indicating the book on the 

table, Wilkins said, “There’s 
going to be more (informa-
tion in it) now than there was 
then.”

Research Doctorate Programs 
rankings are very important 
to colleges and universities, 
Wilkins said, since the rank-
ings rate schools against one 
another. Since the rankings 
won’t change for a decade, 
effects are long-lasting.

Many prospective gradu-
ate students use the results to 
select a graduate school.

“It serves the purpose for 
letting people know that cer-
tain programs are the best in 
their field,” Wilkins said.

When professors are looking 
for jobs at universities, compa-

nies use it to help hire the best 
possible candidates.

Dr. Ken Park, director of 
graduate studies for physics, 
said he was optimistic about 
being ranked again. He hopes 
this time the program’s overall 
improvements will be reflected 
in the ranking.   

The National Research 
Council was established as a 
subsystem under the National 
Academy of Sciences in 1916.

The National Academy of 
Sciences was formed by a con-
gressional charter in 1863. 

The National Research 
Council’s mission is to advance 
studies of science and technol-
ogy by making both very use-
ful to the public, according to 
the National Research Council 
mission statement.

Nine programs to be ranked among best




