PROFESSIONAL TRACKS OF STUDY & SPECIAL DISTINCTIONS

Baylor Law School offers 13 “Professional Tracks of Study” and four “Special Distinctions.”  These tracks and distinctions will provide students with the opportunity to focus their studies based on interest and career goals.  Students who matriculated prior to Fall 2015 can choose to complete an area of concentration or a track or special distinction.  Students who matriculated Fall 2015 and after may complete a track or special distinction.

The Professional Tracks are as follows:
Administrative Practice
Business Litigation
Business Planning
		Criminal Law
		Estate Planning
		Family Law
		Fiduciary Litigation
		General Civil Litigation
		Healthcare Law
		Intellectual Property
		Intellectual Property Litigation
		Personal Injury Litigation
		Real Estate & Natural Resources

Special Distinctions:
		Business Planning Special Distinction
		Estate Planning Special Distinction
		Intellectual Property Special Distinction
		Special Distinction in Litigation

	Students are not required to complete a professional track or special distinction, but are encouraged to do so.  Students interested in one or more areas of study should see one of the designated faculty members for additional information about the benefits of pursuing the completion of a track or special distinction.  Planning needs to begin as early in law school as possible to avoid potential scheduling conflicts.  

	Professional tracks of study will not be noted on the law school transcript.   Special Distinctions will be noted on the transcript after completion and will be recognized at commencement.  

Professors who can be consulted about a particular track or special distinction are listed at the bottom of each listing on the following pages.  



Administrative Practice (Litigation Professional Track) – 17 hours
Contact Persons: Professor Beal or Shelton
Administrative regulation at the state and federal level has grown into a massive patchwork of more than 400 Texas and federal agencies. This professional track is designed to provide students with a broad-based exposure to the concepts, topics and skills that are vital to practitioners who work for or before governmental agencies. It is impossible to cover the substantive law of all agencies and thus, after completion of the required courses, a student is allowed to focus in one specific area or obtain a broad based exposure through the selection of electives. The course entitled Business and State Issues in Environmental Law is required because it exposes all students to common and practical issues arising in the regulatory process that have similar application to all major regulatory agencies. After completion of the required courses, the student selects a topic for independent study related to either environmental law or the substantive law of a major federal or state agency. The capstone consists of an externship at a government agency, generally a Texas agency in Austin. The student is exposed to the day-to-day workings of an agency and works closely with administrative officers and employees. This professional track qualifies as a foundation track for the Special Distinction in Litigation.

Administrative Practice Required Courses (13 hours)

· Administrative Law: Federal (2) 9268
· Administrative Law: Texas (2) 9287
· Administrative Law Externship (2) 9V92
· Business and State Issues in Environmental Law (3) 9377
· Independent Study (2) 9V98
· Municipal Government (2) 9265

Administrative Practice Additional Electives (at least 4 hours from this group)

· Federal Courts (3) 9323
· Civil Rights Actions (formerly Section 1983: Local Government) (3) 9256
· Employment Discrimination (3) 9362
· Employment Relations (3) 9372
· Environmental Law (3) 9366
· Healthcare Law (3) 9357
· Healthcare: Regulation of Healthcare Professionals (2) 9286
· Labor Law (2) 9208
· Natural Resources Protection (3) 9309
· Oil & Gas Law (2) 9249
· Patent Law & Drafting (3) 9321
· Securities Regulation (3) 9344
· Water Law (3) 9313







Business Litigation (Litigation Professional Track) – 18 hours
Contact Persons: Professor Bates, Miller, Underwood or Wren 
As commercial transactions and business operations become more complex, so do the disputes between the parties. Students interested in a career of litigating business or commercial lawsuits may pursue the Business Litigation professional track. This professional track is also beneficial to students interested in managing litigation – or working to avoid litigation – on behalf of a business. Business litigators must work not only to become masters of procedure but also to develop a basic understanding of business and commercial transactions. To complete a professional track in Business Litigation, students take a variety of courses to introduce them to the major substantive and procedural areas likely to be encountered by a practitioner involved in business or commercial litigation. This professional track qualifies as a foundation track for the Special Distinction in Litigation.

Business Litigation Required Hours (at least 12 hours from this group)

· Alternative Dispute Resolution (2) 9247
· Arbitration (2) 9257
· Bankruptcy (2) 9295
· Business Torts (3) 9386
· Business Organizations 2 (3) 9322
· Complex Litigation (3) 9324
· Conflict of Laws (3) 9383
· Federal Courts (3) 9323
· Intellectual Property 1 (3) 9364
· Insurance Law (3) 9341
· White Collar Crime (3) 9451

Business Litigation Additional Options (additional courses available to meet hours requirement) 

· Administrative Law: Federal (2) 9268
· Administrative Law: Texas (2) 9287
· Trial Advocacy: Advanced Trial Preparation (2) 9263
· Trial Advocacy: Advanced Advocacy Skills (2) 9220
· Administration of Estates (2) 9235
· Antitrust Law (3) 9363
· Business Organizations: Current Topics in Mergers & Acquisitions (2) 9219
· Commercial Law: Negotiable Instruments (3) 9340
· Commercial Law: Secured Transactions (3) 9342
· Consumer Protection (3) 9349
· Creditors’ Remedies (2) 9252
· Employment Discrimination (3) 9362
· Employment Relations (3) 9372
· Sales Transactions: Domestic & International Law (3) 9308
· Securities Regulation (3) 9344
· Wealth Transfers (3) 9332





Business Planning Track
Contact Persons: Associate Dean Teague or Professor Miller
The Business Planning professional track builds upon concepts taught in Business Organizations I and Basic Taxation Principles for Lawyers, providing students with an understanding of fundamental issues business attorneys regularly face, including basic tax treatment of various business entities and basic analysis and planning in the organization and operation of a business. The courses expose students to a range of statutory and regulatory issues, such as the federal securities concerns in raising capital, as well as important judicially developed doctrines with which a practitioner must be familiar in order to advise a business with respect to issues related to the structure, governance, and operation of the business.

Required for this track: 18 Hours

Required Courses

· Business Organizations 2 (3) 9322
· Business Planning and Drafting (2) 9292	
· Client Counseling (2) 9227
· Securities Regulation (3) 9344	 		
· Taxation of Partnerships (3) 9347, or Taxation of Corporations (3) 9302, or Taxation & Financial Planning for Individuals (3) 9345				
		
Take at least 5 hours from the following group of courses

· Business Organizations: Current Topics in Mergers & Acquisitions (2) 9219
· Business Planning Capstone (1) 9122
· Business Succession Planning (formerly Family Business Planning) (2) 9293		
· Business Transactions: Venture Capital (3) 9348 
· Commercial Law: Secured Transactions (3) 9342
· International Business Transactions (2) 9278
· Real Estate Finance (3) 9338
· Taxation of Corporations (3) 9302
· Taxation of Partnerships (3) 9347
· Taxation & Financial Planning for Individuals (3) 9345 

	
	 


Business Planning Special Distinction
Contact Persons: Associate Dean Teague or Professor Miller
Special Distinction is shown on 
Required for Special Distinction: 23 Hours

Take the following courses

· Business Organizations 2 (3) 9322	
· Business Planning and Drafting (2) 9292		
· Business Planning Capstone (1) 9122
· Client Counseling (2) 9227
· Securities Regulation (3) 9344		
· Taxation of Corporations (3)	 9302
· Taxation of Partnerships (3) 9347
· Taxation & Financial Planning for Individuals (3) 9345			
		
Take at least 3 hours from this list

· Business Organizations: Current Topics in Mergers & Acquisitions (2) 9292
· Business Succession Planning (formerly Family Business Planning) (2) 9293	 
· Business Transactions: Venture Capital (3) 9348
· Commercial Law: Secured Transactions (3) 9342
· International Business Transactions (2) 9278
· Real Estate Finance (3) 9338
· Wealth Transfers (3) 9332

A GPA of 3.3 in all track courses * (including additional hours as required above) will be required for a student to receive the Special Distinction designation.
*If a student has taken more than the minimum number of hours of track courses and a grade in a course that is not required for receipt of the Special Distinction would result in the GPA being below the requirement, that grade need not be included in the GPA calculation.  If a grade in a track course that is required for receipt of the Special Distinction causes the GPA to be below the requirement, grades in track courses beyond the number of hours required for the Special Distinction may be included in order to raise the GPA in the track courses.  

A student who meets the above requirements for a Special Distinction shall receive that designation only if the faculty determines that the student has made meaningful contributions to the Law School program and that the student is worthy of such distinction in accordance with the traditions, expectations and mission of Baylor Law School.


Criminal Practice (Litigation Professional Track) – 17 to 19 hours
Contact Person: Professor Serr 
The Criminal Practice professional track is designed to provide students with a broad exposure to concepts, topics, and skills vital to criminal practitioners. Choosing this professional track provides students with a firm foundation for beginning a career in criminal law. Career opportunities available in the criminal practice area include joining a district attorney’s office as an assistant prosecutor, working for a division of the Texas Attorney General’s Office or the United States Department of Justice prosecuting a diverse array of crimes (such as environmental crimes, antitrust crimes, and civil rights violations), or working as a criminal defense attorney. This professional track carries students well beyond the Criminal Law and Criminal Procedure courses which are required of all students. The Criminal Practice professional track provides a working familiarity with many practical aspects of criminal law and procedure – which are fundamental to criminal practice but often neglected by law schools – including plea bargaining, sentencing procedure, appeal, and habeas corpus. Students in Criminal Practice also have the opportunity to complete a practice experience in a district attorney’s office or federal prosecutor’s office under the direct supervision of a prosecutor. This professional track qualifies as a foundation track for the Special Distinction in Litigation.

Criminal Law Practice Required Courses (11 hours)
· Advanced Criminal Procedure (3) 9350
· Criminal Practice and Procedure (4) 9467
· Post-Conviction Procedure: Sentencing (2) 9259
· Prosecutorial Externship (2) 9253

Criminal Law Practice Electives (at least three courses from this group)
· Client Counseling (2) 9227
· Healthcare Fraud & Abuse (2) 9285
· Immigration Law (3) 9373
· Juvenile Justice (2) 9254
· Post-Conviction Procedure: Criminal Appeals (2) 9255
· White Collar Crime (3) 9451



Estate Planning Track
Contact Person: Professor Featherston
The Estate Planning professional track is designed to give students a well-rounded legal education with focused study in the areas of trusts, estates, and estate planning and administration, so students can begin their careers with a fundamental understanding of the major aspects of estate planning and probate procedure. This professional track builds upon a number of courses required of all students, including Trusts & Estates, Business Organizations I, and Basic Taxation Principles for Lawyers. Students work under the direct supervision of an experienced estate planner and have the opportunity to devise an estate plan, prepare drafts of documents, and work through the steps of the administration of an estate.

Required for track: 18 Hours

Required Courses

· Administration of Estates (2) 9235
· Client Counseling (2) 9227
· Estate Planning (3) 9336
· Taxation & Financial Planning for Individuals (3) 9345
· Taxation of Partnerships (3) 9347
· Wealth Transfers (3)	9336

Complete at least 2 hours from this group of courses

· Administration of Estates Capstone (1) 9142
· Elder Law (2) 9248
· Business Succession Planning (2) 9293
· Nonprofit Organizations (2) 9231
· Retirement Law (2) 9272
· Wealth Transfer Capstone (1) 9132




Estate Planning Special Distinction
Contact Person: Professor Featherston

Required for track: 23 Hours

Required Courses

· Administration of Estates (2) 9235
· Administration of Estates Capstone (1) 9122
· Client Counseling (2) 9227
· Estate Planning (3) 9336
· Taxation of Partnerships (3) 
· Taxation & Financial Planning for Individuals (3) 9345
· Wealth Transfers (3) 9336
· Wealth Transfers Capstone (1) 9132

Take at least 5 hours from this group of courses

· Elder Law (2) 9248
· Business Succession Planning (2) 9293
· Nonprofit Organization (2) 9231
· Retirement Law (2) 9272
· Taxation of Corporations (2) 9302

A GPA of 3.3 in all track courses * (including additional hours as required above) will be required for a student to receive the Special Distinction designation.
*If a student has taken more than the minimum number of hours of track courses and a grade in a course that is not required for receipt of the Special Distinction would result in the GPA being below the requirement, that grade need not be included in the GPA calculation.  If a grade in a track course that is required for receipt of the Special Distinction causes the GPA to be below the requirement, grades in track courses beyond the number of hours required for the Special Distinction may be included in order to raise the GPA in the track courses.  

A student who meets the above requirements for a Special Distinction shall receive that designation only if the faculty determines that the student has made meaningful contributions to the Law School program and that the student is worthy of such distinction in accordance with the traditions, expectations and mission of Baylor Law School.



Family Law Practice (Litigation Professional Track) – 17 hours 
Contact Person: Professor Wilson
Families, in all their varied forms, continue to be the cornerstone of American society.  As such, family law generates a large volume of legal work from a wide array of clients who need high-quality representation. The Family Law Practice professional track exists to provide the practical foundation for developing a practice in this area of the law. Since dispute resolution and a significant degree of direct professional guidance of clients are often required, both Client Counseling and Alternative Dispute Resolution are required courses. The other required courses focus on the substantive and procedural law specific to a family law practice. The elective courses allow students to further tailor their studies to some of the more specialized topics often encountered in a family law practice. This professional track qualifies as a foundation track for the Special Distinction in Litigation.

Family Law Practice Required Courses (12 hours)

· Family Law (3) 9370
· Advanced Family Law (3) 9374
· Family Law Advocacy & Procedure (2) 9299
· Alternative Dispute Resolution (2) 9247
· Client Counseling (2) 9227

Family Law Practice Electives (at least 5 hours from this group)

· Juvenile Justice (2) 9254
· Business Succession Planning (formerly Family Business Planning) (2) 9293
· Taxation & Financial Planning for Individuals (3) 9345
· Elder Law (2) 9248
· Wealth Transfers (3) 9332
· Family Rights Practice & Procedure (2) 9245
· Immigration Law (3) 9373


Fiduciary Litigation (Litigation Professional Track) – 16 hours 
Contact Persons: Professor Featherston, Miller, Underwood or Wren
Fiduciary litigation is a significant and growing field of litigation that cuts across varying categories of litigated matters, including business disputes, estate and trust disputes, family law disputes, and disputes in numerous other substantive legal areas. Because fiduciary obligations arise in multiple ways, and because the existence of fiduciary duties can radically reshape the dynamics of litigation, fiduciary litigation has grown into its own specialization. The required courses for the fiduciary litigation professional track focus on the substantive areas of the law where fiduciary duties most commonly arise, in order to help students understand the origins and context of fiduciary obligations, as well as remedies for violations of fiduciary duties. The elective courses for the professional track are broader in nature, providing additional and somewhat more generalized litigation depth. This professional track qualifies as a foundation track for the Special Distinction in Litigation.

Fiduciary Litigation Required Courses (12 hours)

· Administration of Estates (2) 9235
· Business Organizations 2 (3) 9322
· Business Organizations: Current Topics in Mergers & Acquisitions (2) 9219
· Business Planning & Drafting (2) 9292
· Wealth Transfers (3) 9332

Fiduciary Litigation Electives (at least 4 hours from this group)

· Trial Advocacy: Advanced Trial Preparation (2) 9263
· Alternative Dispute Resolution (2) 9247
· Administration of Estates Capstone (1) 9142 
· Client Counseling (2) 9227
· Business Torts (3) 9386
· Federal Courts (3) 9323



	


General Civil Litigation (Litigation Professional Track) – 18 hours
Contact Persons: Professor Counseller, L. Fraley, Powell, Ryan or Wren 
All trial lawyers must be masters of procedure, the complex body of rules that so often determine the outcome of disputes. The General Civil Litigation professional track provides students interested in litigation, whether as general civil practitioners or as lawyers specializing in a particular type of litigation, with a solid foundation in the procedural law necessary for any type of litigation practice. In addition to litigation-oriented courses required of all students—Civil Procedure, Remedies, and Practice Court (which immerses students into evidence and procedure)—students concentrating in General Civil Litigation complete a variety of advanced procedural courses, including a study of alternative dispute resolution procedures such as mediation and arbitration. Given that most civil trial lawyers specialize in a particular type of litigation, students choosing General Civil Litigation have the flexibility to shape their track of study to reflect their particular interest. Students interested more specifically in business litigation, such as actions involving corporate officer and director liability, employment discrimination, securities litigation, or antitrust litigation, can complete the Business Litigation professional track, separately or in combination with the General Civil Litigation track. Students interested in fiduciary and probate litigation are encouraged to consider adding the Fiduciary Litigation professional track; students interested in personal injury litigation may choose to add the Personal Injury Litigation track; and students interested in litigating in the intellectual property field may want to consider adding the Intellectual Property Litigation track. The General Civil Litigation professional track qualifies as a foundation track for the Special Distinction in Litigation.

General Civil Litigation Required Courses (at least 12 hours from this group)

· Trial Advocacy: Advanced Trial Preparation (2) 9263
· Trial Advocacy: Advanced Advocacy Skills (2) 9220
· Alternative Dispute Resolution (2) 9247
· Business Torts (3) 9386
· Client Counseling (2) 9227
· Federal Courts (3) 9323
· Insurance Law (3) 9341

General Civil Litigation Additional Electives (additional hours may come from this group)

· Administration of Estates (2) 9235
· Arbitration (2) 9257
· Bankruptcy (3) 9295
· Business Organizations 2 (3) 9322
· Civil Rights Actions (formerly Section 1983: Local Government) (3) 9256
· Complex Litigation (3) 9324
· Conflict of Laws (3) 9383
· Consumer Protection (3) 9349
· Creditors’ Remedies (2) 9252
· E-Commerce Law (3) 9310
· Employment Discrimination (3) 9362
· Family Law (3) 9370
· Healthcare Litigation (2) 9277
· Personal Injury Trial Law (1) 9174
· Products Liability (2) 9258

Healthcare Law Track
Contact Persons: Associate Dean Teague or Professor Souter
The Healthcare Law professional tract provides appropriate background courses and necessary specialized healthcare law classes, including clinical experience, for students interested in the field of healthcare law. Students have the option to participate in an interdisciplinary internship that takes place within the general counsel or legal affairs office of a health system or other healthcare related entity, exposing students to a variety of legal, medical, ethical, and administrative issues.

Required for track: 17 Hours

Required Courses 

· Elder Law (2) 9248
· Healthcare Fraud & Abuse (2) 9285
· Healthcare Law (3) 9357
· Healthcare: Regulation of Healthcare Professionals (2) 9286
· Information Privacy Law (2) 9222

Take at least 6 hours from this group of courses

· Administrative Law: Federal (2) 9268
· Client Counseling (2) 9227
· Healthcare Externship (2)
· Nonprofit Organizations (2) 9231
· MBA - Health Economics (3 semester hours)
· MBA – Healthcare Administration (3 semester hours)
· MBA – Healthcare Operations (3 semester hour)



Intellectual Property Track
Contact Persons: Professor Nichols or Swenson	
The Intellectual Property professional track is designed to introduce students to the major substantive areas of intellectual property law likely to be encountered in a practice. Intellectual property is one of the fastest growing practice areas globally. With the growth of e-commerce and the advent of new technologies, attorneys in a wide range of practices encounter questions that require basic knowledge of intellectual property law. This track of study offers students the opportunity to develop skills under the supervision of an experienced IP lawyer. Students who take the capstone in this area learn how to conduct an appropriate client analysis as well as apply substantive law to the drafting, reviewing, and negotiating of intellectual property-related agreements.

Required for track: 16 Hours

Required Courses

· Copyright Law (3) 9371
· E-Commerce Law (3) 9310
· Entertainment Law (2) 9230
· Franchising (2) 9276
· Information Privacy Law (2) 9222
· Intellectual Property 1 (3) 9364
· Intellectual Property 2:  Advanced Trademark Practice & Litigation (2) 9262
· Intellectual Property Capstone (1 or 2) 9164
· Patent Law & Drafting (3) 9321
	

Intellectual Property Special Distinction
Contact Persons: Professors Nichols, Swenson	

Required for Special Distinction: 23 Hours 

Required Courses

· Client Counseling (2) 9227
· Copyright Law (3) 9371
· E-Commerce Law (3) 9310
· Entertainment Law (2) 9230
· Franchising (2) 9276
· Information Privacy Law (2) 9222
· Intellectual Property 1 (3) 9364
· Intellectual Property 2:  Advanced Trademark Practice & Litigation (2) 9262
· Intellectual Property Capstone (1 or 2) 9164
· Patent Law & Drafting (3) 9321
	

A GPA of 3.3 in all track courses * (including additional hours as required above) will be required for a student to receive the Special Distinction designation.
*If a student has taken more than the minimum number of hours of track courses and a grade in a course that is not required for receipt of the Special Distinction would result in the GPA being below the requirement, that grade need not be included in the GPA calculation.  If a grade in a track course that is required for receipt of the Special Distinction causes the GPA to be below the requirement, grades in track courses beyond the number of hours required for the Special Distinction may be included in order to raise the GPA in the track courses.  

A student who meets the above requirements for a Special Distinction shall receive that designation only if the faculty determines that the student has made meaningful contributions to the Law School program and that the student is worthy of such distinction in accordance with the traditions, expectations and mission of Baylor Law School.
 

Intellectual Property Litigation (Litigation Professional Track) – 18 hours
Contact Person: Professor Nichols or Swenson
Intellectual property litigation is one of the most active trial specialties in the nation, and especially so in Texas. Students with a strong science or engineering background are particularly encouraged to consider this field. For students who plan to ultimately pursue a specialization in intellectual property specifically, this professional track can be combined with the Intellectual Property transactional professional track. For students who desire to pursue a broader practice in civil litigation but anticipate that intellectual property litigation will be part of that practice, combining Intellectual Property Litigation with either the General Civil Litigation or Business Litigation tracks may be a very good choice. The Intellectual Property Litigation professional track qualifies as a foundation track for the Special Distinction in Litigation.

Intellectual Property Required Courses (12 hours)

· Federal Courts (3) 9323
· Patent Law & Drafting (3) 9321
· Patent Litigation (1) 9125
· Intellectual Property 1 (3) 9364
· Intellectual Property 2: Advanced Trademark Practice & Litigation (2) 9262

Intellectual Property Additional Electives (at least 6 hours from this group)

· Trial Advocacy: Advanced Trial Preparation (2) 9263
· Trial Advocacy: Advanced Advocacy Skills (2) 9220
· Alternative Dispute Resolution (2) 9247
· Client Counseling (2) 9227
· Copyright Law (3) 9371
· E-Commerce (3) 9310
· Entertainment Law (2) 9230
· Franchising (2) 9276








Personal Injury Litigation (Litigation Professional Track) – 17 hours
Contact Persons: Professor L. Fraley, Lens, Powell or Wren 
Personal injury litigation continues to be a mainstay of active trial dockets. Of all the various categories of civil litigation court cases filed, personal injury and wrongful death cases constitute one of the categories most likely to be tried to a jury, and it is one of the categories most likely to be encountered by individual clients. Students interested in the personal injury field of practice may want to consider combining this professional track with General Civil Litigation, with Family Law Practice, or with Criminal Law Practice, depending on the direction of future practice plans. The Personal Injury Litigation professional track qualifies as a foundation track for the Special Distinction in Litigation.

Personal Injury Required Courses (15 hours)

· Alternative Dispute Resolution (2) 9247
· Client Counseling (2) 9227
· Federal Courts (3) 9323
· Insurance Law (3) 9341
· Healthcare Litigation (2) 9277
· Personal Injury Trial Law (1) 9174
· Products Liability (2) 9258

Personal Injury Litigation Additional Electives (at least 2 hours from this group)

· Trial Advocacy: Advanced Trial Preparation (2) 9263
· Trial Advocacy: Advanced Advocacy Skills (2) 9220


Real Estate & Natural Resources Track
Contact Persons: Professor Fuselier or Shelton
	The Real Estate and Natural Resources professional track is designed to provide students with a basic foundation in real property matters, including environmental concerns and land use planning, both public and private. Students have opportunities to learn skills such as negotiating, drafting, and reviewing commercial real estate transactions, preparing real estate finance and foreclosure documents, assisting with due diligence, interacting with other professionals (such as environmental consultants), and working with governmental agencies.

Required for track: 18 Hours

Take at least 18 hours form this selection of courses

· Administrative Law: Texas (2) 9287
· Advanced Oil & Gas Law Principles & Drafting (2) 9251
· Business & State Issues in Environmental Law (3) 9377
· Construction Law (2) 9214
· Environmental Law (3) 9366
· Municipal Government (2) 9265
· Natural Resources Protection Law (3) 9309
· Oil & Gas Law (2) 9249
· Real Estate and Natural Resources Independent Study or Externship (2)
· Real Estate Finance (3) 9338
· Real Estate: Texas Title Issues (3) 9331
· Water Law (3) 9313





Special Distinction in Litigation – 22 to 24 hours
Contact Persons: Professor Counseller, L. Fraley, Powell, or Wren 
A Baylor Law School Special Distinction in Litigation—which is recognized at graduation and becomes part of a student’s permanent transcript—may be awarded to graduates who successfully complete any one of the litigation professional tracks, who are selected as team members after Practice Court for a national-level mock trial team, who complete at least five additional hours beyond the litigation professional track (for which mock trial team hours count), and who maintain a GPA of at least 3.3 in the 22 to 24 hours of courses designated by the student to be counted toward the Special Distinction. In light of Baylor Law School’s national ranking and reputation for outstanding advocacy, a Baylor Law School Special Distinction in Litigation is designed to identify a top tier of future trial advocates.
 
Requirements for Special Distinction in Litigation

· Successful completion of any approved litigation track: Administrative Practice, Business Litigation, Criminal Law Practice, Family Law Practice, General Civil Litigation, Intellectual Property Litigation, or Personal Injury Litigation.
· Selection for and successful completion of the Litigation Capstone: Participation as a team member after completion of Practice Court on a national-level mock trial team (TOC, NCTC, NTC, AAJ, or equivalent).
· Completion of at least 5 additional hours (including capstone) from a long list of potential courses which have not already been counted toward the first litigation track.
· A GPA of 3.3 in all track courses* (including additional hours as required above) will be required for a student to receive the Special Distinction designation. 
*If a student has taken more than the minimum number of hours of track courses and a grade in a course that is not required for receipt of the Special Distinction would result in the GPA being below the requirement, that grade need not be included in the GPA calculation.  If a grade in a track course that is required for receipt of the Special Distinction causes the GPA to be below the requirement, grades in track courses beyond the number of hours required for the Special Distinction may be included in order to raise the GPA in the track courses.

Litigation Additional Electives (at least 5 additional hours from this group)

· Administration of Estates (2) 9235
· Administration of Law Externship (2) 
· Administrative Law: Federal (2) 9268
· Administrative Law: Texas (2) 9287
· Advanced Criminal Procedure (3) 9350
· Advocacy Team (up to 5 of the 8 hours of credit allowed) 9V10
· Alternative Dispute Resolution (2) 9247
· Antitrust Law (3) 9363
· Arbitration (2) 9257
· Bankruptcy (3) 9295
· Business Organizations 2 (3) 9322
· Business Torts (3) 9386
· Civil Rights Actions (formerly Section 1983: Local Government) (3) 9256
· Client Counseling (2) 9227
· Complex Litigation (3) 9324
· Conflict of Laws (3) 9383
· Consumer Protection (3) 9349
· Creditors’ Remedies (2) 9252
· Criminal Practice and Procedure (4) 9467
· Employment Discrimination (3) 9362
· Employment Relations (3) 9372
· Environmental Law (3) 9366
· Family Law (3) 9370
· Family Law Advocacy & Procedure (2) 9299
· Family Rights Practice & Procedure (2) 9245
· Federal Courts (3) 9323
· Healthcare Fraud & Abuse (2) 9285
· Healthcare Law (3) 9357
· Healthcare Litigation (2) 9277
· Insurance Law (3) 9341
· Intellectual Property 2: Advanced Trademark Practice & Litigation (2) 9262
· Juvenile Justice (2) 9254
· Labor Law (2) 9208
· Municipal Government (2) 9265
· Natural Resources Protection (3) 9309
· Oil & Gas Law (2) 9249
· Patent Litigation (1) 9125
· Personal Injury Trial Law (1) 9174
· Post-Conviction Procedure: Criminal Appeals (2) 9255
· Post-Conviction Procedure: Sentencing (2) 9259
· Products Liability (2) 9258
· Prosecutorial Externship (2) 9253
· Securities Regulation (3) 9344
· Trial Advocacy: Advanced Trial Preparation (2) 9263
· Trial Advocacy: Advanced Advocacy Skills (2) 9220
· Water Law (3) 9313
· Wealth Transfers (3) 9332
· White Collar Crime (3) 9451
PROFESSIONAL TRACKS OF STUDY & SPECIAL DISTINCTIONS

Baylor Law School offers 13 “Professional Tracks of Study” and four “Special Distinctions.”  These tracks and distinctions will provide students with the opportunity to focus their studies based on interest and career goals.  Students who matriculated prior to Fall 2015 can choose to complete an area of concentration or a track or special distinction.  Students who matriculated Fall 2015 and after may complete a track or special distinction.

The Professional Tracks are as follows:
Administrative Practice
Business Litigation
Business Planning
		Criminal Law
		Estate Planning
		Family Law
		Fiduciary Litigation
		General Civil Litigation
		Healthcare Law
		Intellectual Property
		Intellectual Property Litigation
		Personal Injury Litigation
		Real Estate & Natural Resources

Special Distinctions:
		Business Planning Special Distinction
		Estate Planning Special Distinction
		Intellectual Property Special Distinction
		Special Distinction in Litigation

	Students are not required to complete a professional track or special distinction, but are encouraged to do so.  Students interested in one or more areas of study should see one of the designated faculty members for additional information about the benefits of pursuing the completion of a track or special distinction.  Planning needs to begin as early in law school as possible to avoid potential scheduling conflicts.  

	Professional tracks of study will not be noted on the law school transcript.   Special Distinctions will be noted on the transcript after completion and will be recognized at commencement.  

Professors who can be consulted about a particular track or special distinction are listed at the bottom of each listing on the following pages.  



Administrative Practice (Litigation Professional Track) – 17 hours
Contact Persons: Professor Beal or Shelton
Administrative regulation at the state and federal level has grown into a massive patchwork of more than 400 Texas and federal agencies. This professional track is designed to provide students with a broad-based exposure to the concepts, topics and skills that are vital to practitioners who work for or before governmental agencies. It is impossible to cover the substantive law of all agencies and thus, after completion of the required courses, a student is allowed to focus in one specific area or obtain a broad based exposure through the selection of electives. The course entitled Business and State Issues in Environmental Law is required because it exposes all students to common and practical issues arising in the regulatory process that have similar application to all major regulatory agencies. After completion of the required courses, the student selects a topic for independent study related to either environmental law or the substantive law of a major federal or state agency. The capstone consists of an externship at a government agency, generally a Texas agency in Austin. The student is exposed to the day-to-day workings of an agency and works closely with administrative officers and employees. This professional track qualifies as a foundation track for the Special Distinction in Litigation.

Administrative Practice Required Courses (13 hours)

· Administrative Law: Federal (2) 9268
· Administrative Law: Texas (2) 9287
· Administrative Law Externship (2) 9V92
· Business and State Issues in Environmental Law (3) 9377
· Independent Study (2) 9V98
· Municipal Government (2) 9265

Administrative Practice Additional Electives (at least 4 hours from this group)

· Federal Courts (3) 9323
· Civil Rights Actions (formerly Section 1983: Local Government) (2) 9256
· Employment Discrimination (3) 9362
· Employment Relations (3) 9372
· Environmental Law (3) 9366
· Healthcare Law (3) 9357
· Healthcare: Regulation of Healthcare Professionals (2) 9286
· Labor Law (2) 9208
· Natural Resources Protection (3) 9309
· Oil & Gas Law (2) 9249
· Patent Law & Drafting (3) 9321
· Securities Regulation (3) 9344
· Water Law (3) 9313







Business Litigation (Litigation Professional Track) – 18 hours
Contact Persons: Professor Bates, Miller, Underwood or Wren 
As commercial transactions and business operations become more complex, so do the disputes between the parties. Students interested in a career of litigating business or commercial lawsuits may pursue the Business Litigation professional track. This professional track is also beneficial to students interested in managing litigation – or working to avoid litigation – on behalf of a business. Business litigators must work not only to become masters of procedure but also to develop a basic understanding of business and commercial transactions. To complete a professional track in Business Litigation, students take a variety of courses to introduce them to the major substantive and procedural areas likely to be encountered by a practitioner involved in business or commercial litigation. This professional track qualifies as a foundation track for the Special Distinction in Litigation.

Business Litigation Required Hours (at least 12 hours from this group)

· Alternative Dispute Resolution (2) 9247
· Arbitration (2) 9257
· Bankruptcy (2) 9295
· Business Torts (3) 9386
· Business Organizations 2 (3) 9322
· Complex Litigation (3) 9324
· Conflict of Laws (3) 9383
· Federal Courts (3) 9323
· Intellectual Property 1 (3) 9364
· Insurance Law (3) 9341
· White Collar Crime (4) 9451

Business Litigation Additional Options (additional courses available to meet hours requirement) 

· Administrative Law: Federal (2) 9268
· Administrative Law: Texas (2) 9287
· Trial Advocacy: Advanced Trial Preparation (2) 9263
· Trial Advocacy: Advanced Advocacy Skills (2) 9220
· Administration of Estates (2) 9235
· Antitrust Law (3) 9363
· Business Organizations: Current Topics in Mergers & Acquisitions (2) 9219
· Commercial Law: Negotiable Instruments (3) 9340
· Commercial Law: Secured Transactions (3) 9342
· Consumer Protection (3) 9349
· Creditors’ Remedies (2) 9252
· Employment Discrimination (3) 9362
· Employment Relations (3) 9372
· Sales Transactions: Domestic & International Law (3) 9308
· Securities Regulation (3) 9344
· Wealth Transfers (3) 9332





Business Planning Track
Contact Persons: Associate Dean Teague or Professor Miller
The Business Planning professional track builds upon concepts taught in Business Organizations I and Basic Taxation Principles for Lawyers, providing students with an understanding of fundamental issues business attorneys regularly face, including basic tax treatment of various business entities and basic analysis and planning in the organization and operation of a business. The courses expose students to a range of statutory and regulatory issues, such as the federal securities concerns in raising capital, as well as important judicially developed doctrines with which a practitioner must be familiar in order to advise a business with respect to issues related to the structure, governance, and operation of the business.

Required for this track: 18 Hours

Required Courses

· Business Organizations 2 (3) 9322
· Business Planning and Drafting (2) 9292	
· Client Counseling (2) 9227
· Securities Regulation (3) 9344	 		
· Taxation of Partnerships (3) 9347, or Taxation of Corporations (3) 9302, or Taxation & Financial Planning for Individuals (3) 9345				
		
Take at least 5 hours from the following group of courses

· Business Organizations: Current Topics in Mergers & Acquisitions (2) 9219
· Business Planning Capstone (1) 9122
· Business Succession Planning (formerly Family Business Planning) (2) 9293		
· Business Transactions: Venture Capital (3) 9348 
· Commercial Law: Secured Transactions (3) 9342
· International Business Transactions (2) 9278
· Real Estate Finance (3) 9338
· Taxation of Corporations (3) 9302
· Taxation of Partnerships (3) 9347
· Taxation & Financial Planning for Individuals (3) 9345 

	
	 


Business Planning Special Distinction
Contact Persons: Associate Dean Teague or Professor Miller
Special Distinction is shown on 
Required for Special Distinction: 23 Hours

Take the following courses

· Business Organizations 2 (3) 9322	
· Business Planning and Drafting (2) 9292		
· Business Planning Capstone (1) 9122
· Client Counseling (2) 9227
· Securities Regulation (3) 9344		
· Taxation of Corporations (3)	 9302
· Taxation of Partnerships (3) 9347
· Taxation & Financial Planning for Individuals (3) 9345			
		
Take at least 3 hours from this list

· Business Organizations: Current Topics in Mergers & Acquisitions (2) 9292
· Business Succession Planning (formerly Family Business Planning) (2) 9293	 
· Business Transactions: Venture Capital (3) 9348
· Commercial Law: Secured Transactions (3) 9342
· International Business Transactions (2) 9278
· Real Estate Finance (3) 9338
· Wealth Transfers (3) 9332

A GPA of 3.3 in all track courses * (including additional hours as required above) will be required for a student to receive the Special Distinction designation.
*If a student has taken more than the minimum number of hours of track courses and a grade in a course that is not required for receipt of the Special Distinction would result in the GPA being below the requirement, that grade need not be included in the GPA calculation.  If a grade in a track course that is required for receipt of the Special Distinction causes the GPA to be below the requirement, grades in track courses beyond the number of hours required for the Special Distinction may be included in order to raise the GPA in the track courses.  

A student who meets the above requirements for a Special Distinction shall receive that designation only if the faculty determines that the student has made meaningful contributions to the Law School program and that the student is worthy of such distinction in accordance with the traditions, expectations and mission of Baylor Law School.


Criminal Practice (Litigation Professional Track) – 17 to 19 hours
Contact Person: Professor Serr 
The Criminal Practice professional track is designed to provide students with a broad exposure to concepts, topics, and skills vital to criminal practitioners. Choosing this professional track provides students with a firm foundation for beginning a career in criminal law. Career opportunities available in the criminal practice area include joining a district attorney’s office as an assistant prosecutor, working for a division of the Texas Attorney General’s Office or the United States Department of Justice prosecuting a diverse array of crimes (such as environmental crimes, antitrust crimes, and civil rights violations), or working as a criminal defense attorney. This professional track carries students well beyond the Criminal Law and Criminal Procedure courses which are required of all students. The Criminal Practice professional track provides a working familiarity with many practical aspects of criminal law and procedure – which are fundamental to criminal practice but often neglected by law schools – including plea bargaining, sentencing procedure, appeal, and habeas corpus. Students in Criminal Practice also have the opportunity to complete a practice experience in a district attorney’s office or federal prosecutor’s office under the direct supervision of a prosecutor. This professional track qualifies as a foundation track for the Special Distinction in Litigation.

Criminal Law Practice Required Courses (11 hours)
· Advanced Criminal Procedure (3) 9350
· Criminal Practice and Procedure (4) 9467
· Post-Conviction Procedure: Sentencing (2) 9259
· Prosecutorial Externship (2) 9253

Criminal Law Practice Electives (at least three courses from this group)
· Client Counseling (2) 9227
· Healthcare Fraud & Abuse (2) 9285
· Immigration Law (3) 9373
· Juvenile Justice (2) 9254
· Post-Conviction Procedure: Criminal Appeals (2) 9255
· White Collar Crime (4) 9451



Estate Planning Track
Contact Person: Professor Featherston
The Estate Planning professional track is designed to give students a well-rounded legal education with focused study in the areas of trusts, estates, and estate planning and administration, so students can begin their careers with a fundamental understanding of the major aspects of estate planning and probate procedure. This professional track builds upon a number of courses required of all students, including Trusts & Estates, Business Organizations I, and Basic Taxation Principles for Lawyers. Students work under the direct supervision of an experienced estate planner and have the opportunity to devise an estate plan, prepare drafts of documents, and work through the steps of the administration of an estate.

Required for track: 18 Hours

Required Courses

· Administration of Estates (2) 9235
· Client Counseling (2) 9227
· Estate Planning (3) 9336
· Taxation & Financial Planning for Individuals (3) 9345
· Taxation of Partnerships (3) 9347
· Wealth Transfers (3)	9336

Complete at least 2 hours from this group of courses

· Administration of Estates Capstone (1) 9142
· Elder Law (2) 9248
· Business Succession Planning (formerly Family Business Planning) (2) 9293
· Nonprofit Organizations (2) 9231
· Retirement Law (2) 9272
· Wealth Transfer Capstone (1) 9132




Estate Planning Special Distinction
Contact Person: Professor Featherston

Required for track: 23 Hours

Required Courses

· Administration of Estates (2) 9235
· Administration of Estates Capstone (1) 9122
· Client Counseling (2) 9227
· Estate Planning (3) 9336
· Taxation of Partnerships (3) 9347
· Taxation & Financial Planning for Individuals (3) 9345
· Wealth Transfers (3) 9336
· Wealth Transfers Capstone (1) 9132

Take at least 5 hours from this group of courses

· Elder Law (2) 9248
· Business Succession Planning (formerly Family Business Planning) (2) 9293
· Nonprofit Organization (2) 9231
· Retirement Law (2) 9272
· Taxation of Corporations (3) 9302

A GPA of 3.3 in all track courses * (including additional hours as required above) will be required for a student to receive the Special Distinction designation.
*If a student has taken more than the minimum number of hours of track courses and a grade in a course that is not required for receipt of the Special Distinction would result in the GPA being below the requirement, that grade need not be included in the GPA calculation.  If a grade in a track course that is required for receipt of the Special Distinction causes the GPA to be below the requirement, grades in track courses beyond the number of hours required for the Special Distinction may be included in order to raise the GPA in the track courses.  

A student who meets the above requirements for a Special Distinction shall receive that designation only if the faculty determines that the student has made meaningful contributions to the Law School program and that the student is worthy of such distinction in accordance with the traditions, expectations and mission of Baylor Law School.



Family Law Practice (Litigation Professional Track) – 17 hours 
Contact Person: Professor Wilson
Families, in all their varied forms, continue to be the cornerstone of American society.  As such, family law generates a large volume of legal work from a wide array of clients who need high-quality representation. The Family Law Practice professional track exists to provide the practical foundation for developing a practice in this area of the law. Since dispute resolution and a significant degree of direct professional guidance of clients are often required, both Client Counseling and Alternative Dispute Resolution are required courses. The other required courses focus on the substantive and procedural law specific to a family law practice. The elective courses allow students to further tailor their studies to some of the more specialized topics often encountered in a family law practice. This professional track qualifies as a foundation track for the Special Distinction in Litigation.

Family Law Practice Required Courses (12 hours)

· Advanced Family Law (3) 9374
· Alternative Dispute Resolution (2) 9247
· Client Counseling (2) 9227
· Family Law (3) 9370
· Family Law Advocacy (2) 9299

Family Law Practice Electives (at least 5 hours from this group)

· Business Succession Planning (formerly Family Business Planning) (2) 9293
· Elder Law (2) 9248
· Family Rights Practice & Procedure (2) 9245
· Immigration Law (3) 9373
· Juvenile Justice (2) 9254
· Taxation & Financial Planning for Individuals (3) 9345
· Wealth Transfers (3) 9332


Fiduciary Litigation (Litigation Professional Track) – 16 hours 
Contact Persons: Professor Featherston, Miller, Underwood or Wren
Fiduciary litigation is a significant and growing field of litigation that cuts across varying categories of litigated matters, including business disputes, estate and trust disputes, family law disputes, and disputes in numerous other substantive legal areas. Because fiduciary obligations arise in multiple ways, and because the existence of fiduciary duties can radically reshape the dynamics of litigation, fiduciary litigation has grown into its own specialization. The required courses for the fiduciary litigation professional track focus on the substantive areas of the law where fiduciary duties most commonly arise, in order to help students understand the origins and context of fiduciary obligations, as well as remedies for violations of fiduciary duties. The elective courses for the professional track are broader in nature, providing additional and somewhat more generalized litigation depth. This professional track qualifies as a foundation track for the Special Distinction in Litigation.

Fiduciary Litigation Required Courses (12 hours)

· Administration of Estates (2) 9235
· Business Organizations 2 (3) 9322
· Business Organizations: Current Topics in Mergers & Acquisitions (2) 9219
· Business Planning & Drafting (2) 9292
· Wealth Transfers (3) 9332

Fiduciary Litigation Electives (at least 4 hours from this group)

· Alternative Dispute Resolution (2) 9247
· Administration of Estates Capstone (1) 9142 
· Business Torts (3) 9386
· Client Counseling (2) 9227
· Federal Courts (3) 9323
· Trial Advocacy: Advanced Trial Preparation (2) 9263



	


General Civil Litigation (Litigation Professional Track) – 18 hours
Contact Persons: Professor Counseller, L. Fraley, Powell, Ryan or Wren 
All trial lawyers must be masters of procedure, the complex body of rules that so often determine the outcome of disputes. The General Civil Litigation professional track provides students interested in litigation, whether as general civil practitioners or as lawyers specializing in a particular type of litigation, with a solid foundation in the procedural law necessary for any type of litigation practice. In addition to litigation-oriented courses required of all students—Civil Procedure, Remedies, and Practice Court (which immerses students into evidence and procedure)—students concentrating in General Civil Litigation complete a variety of advanced procedural courses, including a study of alternative dispute resolution procedures such as mediation and arbitration. Given that most civil trial lawyers specialize in a particular type of litigation, students choosing General Civil Litigation have the flexibility to shape their track of study to reflect their particular interest. Students interested more specifically in business litigation, such as actions involving corporate officer and director liability, employment discrimination, securities litigation, or antitrust litigation, can complete the Business Litigation professional track, separately or in combination with the General Civil Litigation track. Students interested in fiduciary and probate litigation are encouraged to consider adding the Fiduciary Litigation professional track; students interested in personal injury litigation may choose to add the Personal Injury Litigation track; and students interested in litigating in the intellectual property field may want to consider adding the Intellectual Property Litigation track. The General Civil Litigation professional track qualifies as a foundation track for the Special Distinction in Litigation.

General Civil Litigation Required Courses (at least 12 hours from this group)

· Alternative Dispute Resolution (2) 9247
· Business Torts (3) 9386
· Client Counseling (2) 9227
· Federal Courts (3) 9323
· Insurance Law (3) 9341
· Trial Advocacy: Advanced Advocacy Skills (2) 9220
· Trial Advocacy: Advanced Trial Preparation (2) 9263

General Civil Litigation Additional Electives (additional hours may come from this group)

· Administration of Estates (2) 9235
· Arbitration (2) 9257
· Bankruptcy (2) 9295
· Business Organizations 2 (3) 9322
· Civil Rights Actions (formerly Section 1983: Local Government) (2) 9256
· Complex Litigation (3) 9324
· Conflict of Laws (3) 9383
· Consumer Protection (3) 9349
· Creditors’ Remedies (2) 9252
· E-Commerce Law (3) 9310
· Employment Discrimination (3) 9362
· Family Law (3) 9370
· Healthcare Litigation (2) 9277
· Personal Injury Trial Law (1) 9174
· Products Liability (2) 9258
Healthcare Law Track
Contact Persons: Associate Dean Teague or Professor Souter
The Healthcare Law professional tract provides appropriate background courses and necessary specialized healthcare law classes, including clinical experience, for students interested in the field of healthcare law. Students have the option to participate in an interdisciplinary internship that takes place within the general counsel or legal affairs office of a health system or other healthcare related entity, exposing students to a variety of legal, medical, ethical, and administrative issues.

Required for track: 17 Hours

Required Courses 

· Elder Law (2) 9248
· Healthcare Fraud & Abuse (2) 9285
· Healthcare Law (3) 9357
· Healthcare: Regulation of Healthcare Professionals (2) 9286
· Information Privacy Law (2) 9222

Take at least 6 hours from this group of courses

· Administrative Law: Federal (2) 9268
· Client Counseling (2) 9227
· Healthcare Externship (2)
· Nonprofit Organizations (2) 9231
· MBA - Health Economics (3 semester hours)
· MBA – Healthcare Administration (3 semester hours)
· MBA – Healthcare Operations (3 semester hour)

[bookmark: _GoBack]

Intellectual Property Track
Contact Persons: Professor Nichols or Swenson	
The Intellectual Property professional track is designed to introduce students to the major substantive areas of intellectual property law likely to be encountered in a practice. Intellectual property is one of the fastest growing practice areas globally. With the growth of e-commerce and the advent of new technologies, attorneys in a wide range of practices encounter questions that require basic knowledge of intellectual property law. This track of study offers students the opportunity to develop skills under the supervision of an experienced IP lawyer. Students who take the capstone in this area learn how to conduct an appropriate client analysis as well as apply substantive law to the drafting, reviewing, and negotiating of intellectual property-related agreements.

Required for track: 16 Hours

Required Courses

· Copyright Law (3) 9371
· E-Commerce Law (3) 9310
· Entertainment Law (2) 9230
· Franchising (2) 9276
· Information Privacy Law (2) 9222
· Intellectual Property 1 (3) 9364
· Intellectual Property 2:  Advanced Trademark Practice & Litigation (2) 9262
· Intellectual Property Capstone (1 or 2) 9164
· Patent Law & Drafting (3) 9321
	


Intellectual Property Special Distinction
Contact Persons: Professors Nichols, Swenson	

Required for Special Distinction: 23 Hours 

Required Courses

· Client Counseling (2) 9227
· Copyright Law (3) 9371
· E-Commerce Law (3) 9310
· Entertainment Law (2) 9230
· Franchising (2) 9276
· Information Privacy Law (2) 9222
· Intellectual Property 1 (3) 9364
· Intellectual Property 2:  Advanced Trademark Practice & Litigation (2) 9262
· Intellectual Property Capstone (1 or 2) 9164
· Patent Law & Drafting (3) 9321
	

A GPA of 3.3 in all track courses * (including additional hours as required above) will be required for a student to receive the Special Distinction designation.
*If a student has taken more than the minimum number of hours of track courses and a grade in a course that is not required for receipt of the Special Distinction would result in the GPA being below the requirement, that grade need not be included in the GPA calculation.  If a grade in a track course that is required for receipt of the Special Distinction causes the GPA to be below the requirement, grades in track courses beyond the number of hours required for the Special Distinction may be included in order to raise the GPA in the track courses.  

A student who meets the above requirements for a Special Distinction shall receive that designation only if the faculty determines that the student has made meaningful contributions to the Law School program and that the student is worthy of such distinction in accordance with the traditions, expectations and mission of Baylor Law School.
 



Intellectual Property Litigation (Litigation Professional Track) – 18 hours
Contact Person: Professor Nichols or Swenson
Intellectual property litigation is one of the most active trial specialties in the nation, and especially so in Texas. Students with a strong science or engineering background are particularly encouraged to consider this field. For students who plan to ultimately pursue a specialization in intellectual property specifically, this professional track can be combined with the Intellectual Property transactional professional track. For students who desire to pursue a broader practice in civil litigation but anticipate that intellectual property litigation will be part of that practice, combining Intellectual Property Litigation with either the General Civil Litigation or Business Litigation tracks may be a very good choice. The Intellectual Property Litigation professional track qualifies as a foundation track for the Special Distinction in Litigation.

Intellectual Property Required Courses (12 hours)

· Federal Courts (3) 9323
· Intellectual Property 1 (3) 9364
· Intellectual Property 2: Advanced Trademark Practice & Litigation (2) 9262
· Patent Law & Drafting (3) 9321
· Patent Litigation (1) 9125

Intellectual Property Additional Electives (at least 6 hours from this group)

· Alternative Dispute Resolution (2) 9247
· Client Counseling (2) 9227
· Copyright Law (3) 9371
· E-Commerce (3) 9310
· Entertainment Law (2) 9230
· Franchising (2) 9276
· Trial Advocacy: Advanced Advocacy Skills (2) 9220
· Trial Advocacy: Advanced Trial Preparation (2) 9263










Personal Injury Litigation (Litigation Professional Track) – 17 hours
Contact Persons: Professor L. Fraley, Lens, Powell or Wren 
Personal injury litigation continues to be a mainstay of active trial dockets. Of all the various categories of civil litigation court cases filed, personal injury and wrongful death cases constitute one of the categories most likely to be tried to a jury, and it is one of the categories most likely to be encountered by individual clients. Students interested in the personal injury field of practice may want to consider combining this professional track with General Civil Litigation, with Family Law Practice, or with Criminal Law Practice, depending on the direction of future practice plans. The Personal Injury Litigation professional track qualifies as a foundation track for the Special Distinction in Litigation.

Personal Injury Required Courses (15 hours)

· Alternative Dispute Resolution (2) 9247
· Client Counseling (2) 9227
· Federal Courts (3) 9323
· Insurance Law (3) 9341
· Healthcare Litigation (2) 9277
· Personal Injury Trial Law (1) 9174
· Products Liability (2) 9258

Personal Injury Litigation Additional Electives (at least 2 hours from this group)

· Trial Advocacy: Advanced Trial Preparation (2) 9263
· Trial Advocacy: Advanced Advocacy Skills (2) 9220


Real Estate & Natural Resources Track
Contact Persons: Professor Fuselier or Shelton
	The Real Estate and Natural Resources professional track is designed to provide students with a basic foundation in real property matters, including environmental concerns and land use planning, both public and private. Students have opportunities to learn skills such as negotiating, drafting, and reviewing commercial real estate transactions, preparing real estate finance and foreclosure documents, assisting with due diligence, interacting with other professionals (such as environmental consultants), and working with governmental agencies.

Required for track: 18 Hours

Take at least 18 hours form this selection of courses

· Administrative Law: Texas (2) 9287
· Advanced Oil & Gas Law Principles & Drafting (2) 9251
· Business & State Issues in Environmental Law (3) 9377
· Construction Law (2) 9214
· Environmental Law (3) 9366
· Municipal Government (2) 9265
· Natural Resources Protection Law (3) 9309
· Oil & Gas Law (2) 9249
· Real Estate and Natural Resources Independent Study or Externship (2)
· Real Estate Finance (3) 9338
· Real Estate: Texas Title Issues (3) 9331
· Water Law (3) 9313





Special Distinction in Litigation – 22 to 24 hours
Contact Persons: Professor Counseller, L. Fraley, Powell, or Wren 
A Baylor Law School Special Distinction in Litigation—which is recognized at graduation and becomes part of a student’s permanent transcript—may be awarded to graduates who successfully complete any one of the litigation professional tracks, who are selected as team members after Practice Court for a national-level mock trial team, who complete at least five additional hours beyond the litigation professional track (for which mock trial team hours count), and who maintain a GPA of at least 3.3 in the 22 to 24 hours of courses designated by the student to be counted toward the Special Distinction. In light of Baylor Law School’s national ranking and reputation for outstanding advocacy, a Baylor Law School Special Distinction in Litigation is designed to identify a top tier of future trial advocates.
 
Requirements for Special Distinction in Litigation

· Successful completion of any approved litigation track: Administrative Practice, Business Litigation, Criminal Law Practice, Family Law Practice, General Civil Litigation, Intellectual Property Litigation, or Personal Injury Litigation.
· Selection for and successful completion of the Litigation Capstone: Participation as a team member after completion of Practice Court on a national-level mock trial team (TOC, NCTC, NTC, AAJ, or equivalent).
· Completion of at least 5 additional hours (including capstone) from a long list of potential courses which have not already been counted toward the first litigation track.
· A GPA of 3.3 in all track courses* (including additional hours as required above) will be required for a student to receive the Special Distinction designation. 
*If a student has taken more than the minimum number of hours of track courses and a grade in a course that is not required for receipt of the Special Distinction would result in the GPA being below the requirement, that grade need not be included in the GPA calculation.  If a grade in a track course that is required for receipt of the Special Distinction causes the GPA to be below the requirement, grades in track courses beyond the number of hours required for the Special Distinction may be included in order to raise the GPA in the track courses.

Litigation Additional Electives (at least 5 additional hours from this group)

· Administration of Estates (2) 9235
· Administration of Law Externship (2) 
· Administrative Law: Federal (2) 9268
· Administrative Law: Texas (2) 9287
· Advanced Criminal Procedure (3) 9350
· Advocacy Team (up to 5 of the 8 hours of credit allowed) 9V10
· Alternative Dispute Resolution (2) 9247
· Antitrust Law (3) 9363
· Arbitration (2) 9257
· Bankruptcy (2) 9295
· Business Organizations 2 (3) 9322
· Business Torts (3) 9386
· Civil Rights Actions (formerly Section 1983: Local Government) (2) 9256
· Client Counseling (2) 9227
· Complex Litigation (3) 9324
· Conflict of Laws (3) 9383
· Consumer Protection (3) 9349
· Creditors’ Remedies (2) 9252
· Criminal Practice and Procedure (4) 9467
· Employment Discrimination (3) 9362
· Employment Relations (3) 9372
· Environmental Law (3) 9366
· Family Law (3) 9370
· Family Law Advocacy (2) 9299
· Family Rights Practice & Procedure (2) 9245
· Federal Courts (3) 9323
· Healthcare Fraud & Abuse (2) 9285
· Healthcare Law (3) 9357
· Healthcare Litigation (2) 9277
· Insurance Law (3) 9341
· Intellectual Property 2: Advanced Trademark Practice & Litigation (2) 9262
· Juvenile Justice (2) 9254
· Labor Law (2) 9208
· Municipal Government (2) 9265
· Natural Resources Protection (3) 9309
· Oil & Gas Law (2) 9249
· Patent Litigation (1) 9125
· Personal Injury Trial Law (1) 9174
· Post-Conviction Procedure: Criminal Appeals (2) 9255
· Post-Conviction Procedure: Sentencing (2) 9259
· Products Liability (2) 9258
· Prosecutorial Externship (2) 9253
· Securities Regulation (3) 9344
· Trial Advocacy: Advanced Trial Preparation (2) 9263
· Trial Advocacy: Advanced Advocacy Skills (2) 9220
· Water Law (3) 9313
· Wealth Transfers (3) 9332
· White Collar Crime (4) 9451

