CSS 1302-02—Fall Semester 2012
Meeting 9:05:-9:55, MWF in Castellaw 248

     Instructor:  Laurel A. Canglose Medhurst
            Office:  145 Castellaw
Office Hours:  11:00-12:30pm on MW; and 11:00-12:30 on TR, and by appointment
         Contact:  Tel: 254-710-4697 or  Laurel_Medhurst@Baylor.edu       
      Textbook:  Lucas, S.E. (2009). The art of public speaking, 11th ed. New York, NY: 
                         McGraw-Hill*
Course Description

CSS 1302 is an introductory course to the principles, practice and criticism of public speaking, wherein students learn to compose and present well-organized speeches that impart substantial information and important ideas in an interesting and compelling manner to multiple audiences.  Students will receive training in preparing and delivering speeches of business, technical, and social interest, training designed to teach ways to develop and illustrate ideas and information.  This course emphasizes public speeches that inform and persuade.  In pursuing that goal, you will learn that the course stresses the traditional canons of classical rhetoric, all for a given purpose:
1. Invention (the discovery and selection of ideas and materials for a speech)
2. Organization
3. Language and Style
4. Delivery**
You will also learn the concepts of contemporary communication theory in order to better understand how people process information both as senders and receivers of that information, especially among diverse audiences.

Great (and Grade) Expectations
Students who succeed in performance courses such as this one understand that if they seek the knowledge provided in the textbook, class lecture and evaluations the grades will take care of themselves.  Stated another way, the more diligently you seek that knowledge and put it into practice, the higher your performance grade.  There is no substitute for reading your textbook and attending class!
90-100% 	A
  88- 89%	  B+
80- 87%	B
  78- 79%	  C+
70- 77%	C
                                                                 60- 69%          D        (<60%= F; and > 11 absences = F)
                                                                  
The entire course is worth 1000 points.  Add zeros to the numbers on the preceding scale, and you will have the Scale for the Course Grade.


Course Requirements

Your assignments for the course are as follows:

· One ungraded extemporaneous speech, which I will critique; 
· Four major speeches, which I grade and critique, and which some audience members will critique (70% of course grade);
· One midterm exam (10% of course grade);
· One final exam (10% of course grade);
· One written critique of a public speech presented on this campus, outside this classroom (10% of course grade);
· Excellent attendance, which has a zero sum effect, but I will subtract points based upon the number of absences;
· A number of impromptu speeches, ungraded but critiqued by me and by your peers.

Important:  Because speaking in public requires speaking to an audience of sufficient numbers (to distinguish it from small group communication, for example) and because this course is enhanced by audience critique, you must attend this class faithfully.  

Attendance Policy

Each student is allowed three (3) excused or unexcused absences.  Reasons for unexcused absences need not be given***.  For each additional absence, the following points will be subtracted from a student’s total grade points:

4th absence —  3 points			7th absence —15 points
5th absence —  5 points			8th absence —30 points
6th absence —10 points			9th absence —45 points
IMPORTANT:  12TH ABSENCE = AUTOMATIC FAILURE (75% Rule—See Attachment)

***Excused absences become important if the student is scheduled to speak.  Students may apply for an excused absence based on the following criteria:  illness documented by a health care professional on or off campus; participation in a university-excused program or event.  No other excuses or acceptable, and no more than three absences may be excused.  For students who participate in university-excused program or events, the Speaking Order (see this section below) becomes important. 

Speeches that were missed and excused must be made up before the next required speech.  Unexcused absences on a student’s scheduled speech date may NOT be made up, and zero is given for that speech.  Therefore, it is better to show up and give a poor speech, where you would likely earn at least 50% for that assignment, than not to show and receive a zero.

Attendance also includes being on time to class.  Lateness is rude to speakers—to your classmates and to your instructor.  Consequently, three such occurrences will qualify as an additional absence.  The door will be locked at five minutes past class starting time.

If you must be late (for good reason) on a speaking day, listen for clapping.   Then you may knock on that locked door, and you will be let in.  Do not knock at any other time.  

Please know that if you are having trouble with an assignment, you should avail yourself of my help during office hours.  It is my pleasure to work with you!

Classroom Distractions

I have zero tolerance for rudeness.  Cell phones and other electronic devices—like little children—not only must not be heard (not even on vibrate!) but they must not be seen.  Additionally, talking out of turn or over someone else is disrespectful, as is falling asleep; while you are in this class you will be model citizens or you will take an absence for the day.

Speaking Order

Speaking Order is determined at the beginning of the semester when each student will draw a number to determine the speaking date for his/her first speech.  The student’s number remains throughout the semester. However, the numbers for each subsequent speech are shifted by groups of 5 or 6, so that all students have the opportunity to speak on the first day of speeches, the last day of speeches and in between (“the first shall be last and the last shall be first”).  Two students wishing to switch speaker order (by number) must notify me at least one week in advance.  Thus, nothing prevents you from asking someone to accommodate you when you are scheduled to speak on a date your program or event requires your attendance.  However, no one is required to accommodate you.  

General Requirements Regarding Graded Speaking Assignments

1. These are all extemporaneous speeches.  All speeches must have a Preparation Outline, which is a complete sentence outline of the speech, submitted two class meetings prior to the speech.  This requirement allows me to suggest to you some ways to improve the preparation outline (and therefore, the speech); I will return your outline to you at the class meeting prior to your speech.  The Preparation Outline must be re-submitted (with your corrections and improvements) at the beginning of the class on the date that you are scheduled to speak. 

2. You will use note cards to deliver your extemporaneous speech.  These must be given to me immediately after you have given your speech.  These cards contain your Speaking Outline, which contains key words—only—with the exception of your opening statement, which may be in a complete sentence, and your central statement, which may be a complete sentence.  See pp. 214-217 in your textbook for examples.

3. You will review the video-recording of your speech.  For most of these, you must answer questions about what you see in that recording.

4. Your bibliography is an essential part of your outline and is therefore also due two days prior to your speech—no exceptions.

5. As an audience member, you will be required many times to write comments on a speaker evaluation form that will be given to the speaker (peer critiques).  Before your comments are given to the speaker, I will remove your name from the form.  Good peer critiques (3) will cancel out the points subtracted due to an absence.

Out-of Class Speech Assignment and Written Critique

All students will be required to attend a public speech for the purpose of writing a speech critique (10% of course grade).  At the bottom of Baylor’s home page is a tab marked CALENDAR.  Click there, and then on the left side of that page click on CONFERENCES AND LECTURES; each month showcases speakers on campus.  Additionally, your department or your college may post fliers on campus about speakers they have invited, but the event did not make the university calendar posting.  Begin looking for those.

You will need to take a notebook, an evaluation form posted on Blackboard and the Out-of-Class Speech Analysis Form (attached) to this event.  From the notes you take at the public speech, you will be able to construct your final written critique.  Attach your Out-of-Class Speech Analysis Form to your critique.  

Exams

There will be a mid-term and a final exam, each worth ten percent of your course grade.  The exams will have multiple choice, true/false, short answer and, perhaps, an essay question.  Note: If you require accommodation for a disability, please contact me during the first two weeks of class with your OALA paperwork.

Graded Speech Assignments

1.  Informative Speech. 6 minutes. 15% of Course Grade.  Choose one (A or B) below:  

A.  An Object.  This is a speech about a concrete object, some bit of matter with physical features. The object may be animate, as is a species of hummingbird or a particular person.  Or the object may be inanimate, as is the Water Gardens of Fort Worth, an ancient ruin, or a hand-held geographical locator (GPS), for example.  The object may be at the heart of some technical, scientific, social or even philosophic discourse, but the purpose of this speech is to inform, not to persuade.  Pictures of the object may be used, or the real object itself, with the exception of controlled substances (no drugs, alcohol, tobacco, firearms, for example).  Good taste applies as you consider your ethos: an animal preserved in formaldehyde, for example, does not play well to general audiences.  See Chapter 15 in Lucas. 
B. [bookmark: _GoBack]An Event.  This is a speech about “anything that happens or is regarded as happening,” as is some instance of history or some current event.  Speeches of events include the “Bay of Pigs” incident, the birth of the National Organization of Women, a historical record of court cases against Microsoft, Wal-Mart and Facebook, for example.  The event may also be at the heart of some technical scientific, social philosophic or legal discourse; but again, the purpose of this speech is to inform, not to persuade.  See Chapter 15 in Lucas.

Required: a minimum of six sources in the bibliography (attached to your Preparation Outline), all of which are also cited in the text of the Preparation Outline; orally, a  minimum of three source citations; your Speaking Outline (on note cards) immediately after delivering your speech; your self-evaluation form is due the next class meeting after your speech.  A visual aid is optional.

Additional Note: You may not duplicate your own speech topic in subsequent speeches.

2.  Informative Speech.  6 minutes. 20% of course grade. 

Explication of a Concept.  This speech assignment will give you an opportunity to elucidate a theory, idea, principle, or belief.  While this speech may be comprised of highly abstract notions, you will successfully accomplish your task by careful use of description, statistical data, comparison and/or contrast (See Chapter 14 in Lucas, and especially p. 314).  Examples include the comparison of two accounting standards (US GAAP to IFRS); chaos theory; systems theory in communication; angels; black holes; leitmotif in film.  Again, the purpose of this speech is to inform, not to persuade.

Required:  a minimum of seven sources in the bibliography, (attached to your Preparation Outline), all cited also in the text of the Preparation Outline; four oral source citations, three of which must be in the body of the speech; a computer-generated visual aid—Power Point; a Library Research Form.  As always, your Speaking Outline note cards are due immediately after you speak.  Your self-evaluation form is due the next class meeting after you speak.

3. Persuasive Speech.  6 minutes. 15% of course grade.  Choose one:

A. A Question of Fact.  This is an opportunity for you to discuss some commonly held belief of the truth or falsehood of an assertion—and to become an advocate in favor or against that belief.  For example, in Galileo’s day, it was a fact that the earth was flat; Galileo questioned that fact.  See Chapter 16 of Lucas.  Today, for example, a question of fact is whether or not cell phone use causes cancer.

B. A Question of Value. This is an opportunity for you to advocate the goodness or worth (or badness or lack of worth) of an idea or action, based upon some set of standards, ethics, or morals.  Examples include virtues such as honesty, fidelity, compassion; unions; meat irradiation; privacy; human bar-code implantations; stricter fetal protection laws.
Required:  due two class meetings prior to your speech are your Preparation Outline with bibliography; a minimum of ten bibliographic sources, all of which are cited in the Preparation Outline; a minimum of four oral citations in the body of the speech; your Speaking Outline note cards.  Your self-evaluation form is due the next class meeting after you speak.

4.  Persuasive Speech.  7 minutes.  20% of course grade.  

A Question of Policy.  This is a partisan debate on a course of action that should or should not be taken (Review Chapter 16).  Students will form groups of approximately four people, depending upon class size, with some speakers advocating a policy and some assailing it.  Ten (10) minutes for question-and-answer time will be reserved at the end of each group’s presentations.

Required:  a minimum of ten bibliographic entries attached to the Preparation Outline; a minimum of five text and oral citations; Speaking Outline note cards.  

Research

As you learn that speaker credibility is the sine qua non of successful public speech, your ability to research the Baylor University Libraries becomes most salient for each assignment.  To help you learn to research and create acceptable bibliographies (efficiently as well as effectively), I am devoting two class periods to specialized instruction from a Baylor research librarian.  Class attendance those days is vital to those who have had no instruction in research at Baylor.

Speech Grading Standards

You are not expected to know everything about good speechmaking at the beginning of the course.  I will grade you only on the most basic requirements in the beginning; as your expertise grows and your experience teaches you more, however, you will be expected to perform better for the same grade; that means that you must, in subsequent speeches, implement the corrections I give you on your earlier critiques. To earn a better grade than the previous one, you must not only correct the earlier deficiencies, but you must demonstrate new skills required of you.  
This all sounds a bit scary at first, particularly if you have some anxiety about getting up in front of an audience and speaking as an expert, but success is almost guaranteed if you do these things:

1. Stay up with the assigned textbook readings
2. Use the interactive (online) capability that your textbook provides
3. Take thorough notes from lecture every class meeting day
4. Acquire a sense of wonder about the world
5. Have faith that your instructor will lead you to the promised land of successful speechmaking
6. Meet with me during office hours if you are having trouble coming up with a topic, having trouble understanding the material, or just having trouble. I want you to do well! Those for whom grades are the driving force of their existence will note that the following standards apply to anyone and everyone’s speech.  The same is true for those who don’t care.

The “F” Speech Does Not Fulfill the Assignment. Any one of these fatal flaws causes a grade of “F”: 
Topic does not fit assignment by purpose or type.
Organization totally lacks coherence, and/or thesis is not stated in speech.
Supporting Material is based entirely on unsupported opinion, or speaker fails to cite sources of 
   evidence, or speaker uses one or more items of fabricated information.
Computer-Generated Visual Aid  is not used when it is required or is inappropriate in its use.
Language is clearly inappropriate.
Delivery is obviously unrehearsed.
Plagiarism:  This is a serious error which will result not only in the F but a report of scholastic dishonesty to the university administration (Office of Academic Integrity, Honors Council, your Dean’s Office); you may also fail the course.

The “D” Speech Minimally Fulfills the Assignment. Any of these deficiencies posts a grade of “D”:
Topic is trivial or lacks importance.
Organization is disjointed; thesis is unclear or confusing; introduction fails to clearly state speech 
   purpose; conclusion fails to achieve closure; or intro, body or conclusion of the speech is missing
Supporting Material is based largely on biased information or largely unsupported opinion.
Computer-Generated Visual Aid is (if used) confusing or is grammatically incorrect.
Language is grammatically incorrect, rude or unsophisticated.
Delivery lacks adequate eye contact, has excessive hesitancies or vocalized pauses, is read or is recited
   from a completely written and memorized manuscript.

The “C” Speech Clearly Fulfills the Assignment:
Topic is important, satisfies the requirements of the assignment, is sufficiently narrowed and of 
   relevance to audience.
Organization is clear and coherent; thesis is clear and concise; all speech parts are present, and all 
   functions of speech parts are met.
Supporting Material is presented in several types; is clearly cited by source.
Computer-Generated Visual Aid presents (if used) information clearly and is appropriate.
Language is appropriate and grammatically correct.
Delivery is extemporaneous and provides adequate eye contact with audience.

The “B” Speech is an Excellent Speech that meets and exceeds all criteria for “C” Speech:
Topic is challenging and finely adjusted to audience.
Organization presents main points so that their internal logic is clear; speaker effectively uses previews, 
   summaries, and transitions; all speech parts are obvious and engaging.
Supporting Material is clearly well-researched, citing a variety of superior quality evidence.
Computer-Generated Visual Aid (if used) clearly interprets data; is effectively and interestingly shown. Language is used effectively to achieve clarity and displays appropriate logos, ethos and pathos.
Delivery displays poise and confidence.

The “A” Speech Is an Outstanding Speech that meets and exceeds all criteria for the “B” Speech:
Topic offers a truly fresh perspective on the topic; speaker shows great topic importance to audience.
Organization introduction immediately engages audience attention and maintains it throughout speech; 
   conclusion creates desired effect.
Supporting Material outstanding research is beautifully and exceptionally used.
Computer-Generated Visual Aid (if used) achieves goal as with “B” speech.
Language achieves vividness through artful use of language, superior in tone and style.
Delivery:  Expresses speaker’s interest and concern in discussing speech topic with the audience.

Tentative Schedule
Week #1 Reading Assignments:  Class Syllabus and Lucas Chapters 4, 1, 2 and 3, 
                                 “Methods of Delivery,” [pp. 240-242] and Appendix [pp. 64-70]
08-20—Course Overview; Class Discussion; Number Drawing; Commspace
08-22—Peer Interviews; Class Discussion: What Makes a Good Public Speech? Three Speech Parts	
08-24—What Makes a Good Public Speech?—continued; The Relationship Between and Among  
             the Following: Speaking Ethics, Listening and stage Fright; Video Clips.  Due:  Student 
             information sheet (attached)

Week #2 Reading Assignments:  Lucas 5,6, and 7
08-27— Peer Introductions; Class Discussion
08-29— Brainstorming Topics; Selecting and Narrowing Topics; Constructing Central Ideas 
08-31— Researching Topics

Week #3 Reading Assignments:  Lucas 11, 14 and 15
09-03—Labor Day—NO CLASSES
09-05—Library Research (meet in classroom)
09-07—Outlining and Developing Ideas

Week #4 Reading Assignments: Lucas Chapters 8, 9 and 10
09-10—Library Research (meet in library)
09-12—Organizing the Body of the Speech; preliminary Preparation Outlines due for Speakers 
              1-5
09-14—Beginning and Ending Speeches; preliminary Preparation Outlines due for Speakers 6-10
             
Week #5 Reading Assignments: Lucas Chapter 12; Speech One Due
09-17—Last day to drop NoGrade; Speakers 1-5; preliminary Preparation Outlines due—Speakers 11-15
09-19—Speakers 6-10; preliminary Preparation Outlines due for Speakers 16-20
09-21—Speakers 11-15; preliminary Preparation Outlines due for Speakers 21-22

Week #6 Reading Assignments:  Lucas Chapter 13; Appendix pp. 285-295
09-24—Speakers 16-20; 
09-26—Speakers 21-22;
09-28—Speech Grades Returned; the Use of Visual Aids

Week #7 Reading Assignments:  Review Lucas 1-9
10-01—Nonverbal Communication; Impromptu Speeches
10-03—Delivery; Video Clips; preliminary Preparation Outlines due for Speakers 6-10
10-05—Mid-Term Exam (Over Chapters 1-9 and lecture notes)

Week #8 Reading Assignments:  Lucas 18; Review 10-12; Speech Two Due
10-08—Mid-Term Exams returned; Writing a Good Critique; Impromptu Speeches; preliminary                  
               Preparation Outlines due for Speakers 11-15
10-10—Speakers 6-10; preliminary Preparation Outlines due for Speakers 16-20
10-12—Speakers 11-15; preliminary Preparation Outlines due for Speakers 21-22

Week #9 Reading Assignments: Lucas 16 and 17
10-15—Speakers 16-20; preliminary Preparation Outlines due for Speakers 1-5; last day to drop P/F
10-17—Speakers 21-22; Writing/Delivering a Manuscript Speech; Impromptu Speeches
10-19—Fall Break—NO CLASSES
Week #10 Reading Assignments:  Lucas Appendices A1 
10-22—Speakers 1-5 
10-24—Speech Grades Returned; Persuasive Speaking: Patterns of Arrangement; Speech Grades            
             Returned
10-26—Persuasion: the Non-Rational Modes; Motivational Appeals; preliminary Preparation Outlines due for Speakers 11-15

Week #11 Reading Assignments:  Review Lucas 16 and17; Speech Three Due
10-29—Out-of-Class Critique Due, with Analysis Form attached; Persuasion: the Rational Modes; preliminary Preparation Outlines due for Speakers 16-20
10-31—Speakers 11-15; preliminary Preparation Outlines due for Speakers 21-22
11-02—Speakers 16-20; preliminary Preparation Outlines due for Speakers 1-5

Week #12 Reading Assignments:  Review Lucas (as needed)
11-05—Speakers 21-22; Topic Selections for Speech Four; preliminary 
             Preparation Outlines due for Speakers 6-10
11-07—Drawing for Group Speech Dates; Speakers 1-5
11-09—Speakers 6-10; Speech Grades Returned; 

Week #13 Reading Assignments:  Review Lucas (as needed)
11-12—Language and Style; Argumentation with Civility; Debate Prep
11-14—National Communication Association Meeting—No Classes*
11-16—National Communication Association Meeting—No Classes*
	*You should meet with your group in a place of your choosing

Week #14 Reading Assignments:  Review Lucas (as needed);  Debate Panels Due:
11-19—Group I
11-21—Thanksgiving Holidays—No Classes
11-23—Thanksgiving Holidays—No Classes

Week #15 Reading Assignments:  Review Lucas (as needed); Debate Panels Due:
11-26—Group II
11-28—Group III
11-30—Group IV

12-03—Make-up Day for Authorized Speeches 


Forms will be made available via Blackboard, and announcements are made there from time to time; be sure to regularly check it and to check for emails I may send to your Baylor email address.
 

FERPA

OALA


Final Exam:  


Baylor > Arts & Sciences > About The College > Attendance Policy
Attendance Policy

To earn course credit in the College of Arts & Sciences, a student must attend at least 75 percent of all scheduled class meetings. Any student who does not meet this minimal standard will automatically receive a grade of "F" in the course. Any University-related activity necessitating an absence from class shall count as an absence when determining whether a student has attended the required 75 percent of class meetings. 
In addition to the College of Arts & Sciences Attendance Policy, faculty and students will be guided by the University Attendance Policy in the Undergraduate Catalog. Furthermore, departments and individual faculty members may establish more stringent requirements regarding attendance, punctuality, and participation. 
All attendance requirements and penalties for excessive absences will be set forth in the syllabus for each course. 
This policy is effective May 16, 2011.
Office of the Dean
College of Arts & Sciences

 







Out-of-Class Speech Analysis Form
(Attach to your Written Critique)
Name:_________________________________________           CSS 1302 Section ___________
Speech Event:________________________________________________________________________
Date: _______________________________;  Start Time of Speech Event: _________________
Location (building and room) of Speech Event: _______________________________________
Name of person who introduced the speaker (s) _______________________________________
Name of Speaker _______________________________________________________________
1.  What was, in your mind, the ethos of the speaker prior to his/her introduction at the Speech Event?  Why did you have that image of the speaker?



2.  How did the introduction of the speaker alter his/her ethos (if at all)?  Why or Why not?



3.  How did the speaker’s Speech Event alter, in your mind, his/her ethos (if at all)?  Why or Why not?




























CSS 1302 Student Information Sheet
Name (as it appears on Baylor records):___________________________________________

Nickname or name you prefer to be called:_________________________________________

Major:________________________________________

Intended Career:_______________________________________________________________

1.  What are your hobbies/interests/extra-curricular activities?  If you are employed, where do you work and what do you do there?
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

2.  How many hours per week do you average spending on these activities and/or your job?
______________________________________________________________________________

3. Which kinds of student presentations were required in college courses that you have taken (or are required in courses you will take)?
______________________________________________________________________________

4. What kinds of public speaking events occur in the organization in which you participate—on or off campus?
______________________________________________________________________________

5. Why did you enroll in CSS 1302?
          Required

          Other___________________________________________________________________

6. Do you fear or are you anxious about public speaking? ________________________

7. What is the best way to reach you?
Phone:______________________________     Email__________________________________

Best Hours to be reached:_______________________________________________________
* This textbook entry is APA citation style, required for this course.
** You may already know that the fifth canon is Memory, but for extemporaneous speech, so that you are not tempted to write out a manuscript and memorize it, I will talk to you in terms of “rehearsal”; this concept means that you will need to practice the speech from an outline of main ideas you have prepared, but each time you “rehearse” the speech, the wording of those main ideas should be slightly different.


