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The 2013 Poage-Mayborn Washington Seminar convened in Washington, D.C., on June 10-11, 2013.  This annual two-day seminar is named for former Central Texas Congressman W.R. (Bob) Poage and for civic leader and publisher Mr. Frank W. Mayborn.   The event is supported and made possible by Mrs. Sue Mayborn, President of the Mayborn Foundation of Temple, Texas, and by Baylor University.

The seminar is the cornerstone of the Baylor University Washington Internship Program, which offers students the opportunity to earn academic credit for an internship.  Students intern in various offices and agencies in Washington, D.C., including Capitol Hill, the White House, executive agencies, consulting firms, non-profit organizations, and educational institutions.  The 2013 seminar focused on the wide variety of opportunities available in Washington, with emphasis on legislative, executive, and private sector venues.  Baylor alumni from all areas shared their experiences and expertise with current Baylor interns.
The 2013 Poage-Mayborn Seminar again enrolled a significant number of Baylor University interns.  The following Baylor students are interning in Washington, D.C. this summer, and many attended the seminar. (Several have internships that begin in July). The 2013 Baylor University students and their place of internship are: 

Allman, Braden (Patton Boggs)

Caroline Anders (Senator David Vitter)

Genevieve Bresnahan (Rep. Pete Sessions)


Chelsea Bryant (Rep. Lee Terry)


Sarah Byers (Rep. Luke Messer)


Sarah Crockett (Rep. Lamar Smith)


Jay Fields (Senator John Cornyn)


Kirby Garrett (Rep. Greg Walden)


Taylor Griffin (Where Magazine)

Sarah Hammerle (Rep. Michael Burgess)

Laura Beth Hooper (Justice at Stake)


Mark Huddleston (Rep. Gingery)

Danny Huizinga (Heritage Foundation)


Becca Hunziker (RAINN)


Stephen Leland (Rep. Doug Lamborn)


Daniel Meador (Army Judge Advocate)


Courtney Murphy (Heritage Foundation)


Jessica Powell (Sen. David Pryor)

Benjamin Riley (Senate Health Policy Office)

Warner Scott (Rep. Mike Conaway)


Joan Stanton (Metropolitan Police)


Callie Walker (Rep. Ralph Hall)

Ashlee Winters (Rep. Sam Johnson)


Lauren Young (Rep. Mac Thornberry)

Five of the students were selected as Mayborn Interns and received financial support for their internships from Mrs. Sue Mayborn.  The 2013 Mayborn Interns are:  Braden Allman, Sarah Byers, Sarah Crockett, Kirby Garrett, and Becca Hunziker.
The seminar depends each year on the support of Baylor alumni in the Washington, D.C. area and the Baylor Women’s League.  Special thanks are due this year to many persons who helped make the seminar possible.  Katie Comer in Rep. Ralph Hall’s office was instrumental in arranging the meeting room in Rayburn Office Building; and Todd Novascone and Jessica Adams in Senator Jerry Moran’s office did the same on the Senate side.  Others who assisted in arranging rooms and events were:  Emily Nicholson (Newseum); John-Paul Hayworth (D.C. City Government); and Hillary Maxwell (Dell). We simply would be unable to hold the Poage-Mayborn Seminar without the invaluable support of these and other supporters.
For the fifth year, the Poage-Mayborn Internship Program joined forces with the Baylor Women’s League to form the “Baylor Buddies” Program.  Under the leadership of Mandy Anderson and Allison Haley Ottenbreit, the Baylor Buddies program placed each intern with a Baylor alumnus as a mentor for the summer. One of our former Mayborn Interns, Stephanie Groen, took care of matching students and mentors, with outstanding results.
Day 1, June 10, 2013
The first day began in the Rayburn House Office Building with a discussion of life in the United States House of Representatives.  The students were joined by a veteran group of House staffers who described both political and policy issues.  The program participants included:  Katie Comer (Rep. Ralph Hall); Kristin Nelson (Committee on House Oversight and Government Reform); and Rebekah West Armstrong (Rep. Paul Gosar).
Each staffer briefly described her responsibilities and explained the operation of a typical House office and committee.  In addition, staffers discussed avenues available for both jobs and internships on Capitol Hill, providing the current interns with some valuable tips about networking.  The House staffers provided numerous illustrations related to working on Capitol Hill.  All three of the House staffers were themselves participants in the Poage-Mayborn program in earlier years.
The second morning session welcomed three alumni who focused on their experiences in Washington, D.C.:  Matt Schumaker (Bio), Garrett Golding (Rapidan), and David Miller (National Association of State Mental Health Program Directors).  Matt Schumaker, a Washington veteran and himself a Mayborn Intern several years ago, described his several positions working in the House of Representatives and his later transition to the private sector.  Garrett Golding, who in 2011 was one of the House staffers at this session, described his move to Rapidan, an energy consulting firm. Mr. Golding’s discussion of transitioning from the Hill to the private sector was enlightening.  David Miller explained the many opportunities available in the non-profit field.  Because two of the interns are working in non-profits, the discussion was quite worthwhile.
With the conclusion of the morning session, Dr. Curry and the students headed downtown to the offices of the Washington, D.C. city government.  Housed in the historic John A. Wilson Building, the Washington, D.C., government is unlike any other government in this country.  We were greeted warmly by our host, John-Paul Hayworth, the Manager of Federal Affairs for the D.C. Government.  Mr. Hayworth explained the peculiar relationship between the City of Washington, D.C. and the federal government:  namely, that D.C. residents pay taxes but have no representation in Congress.  A lively discussion ensued over the wisdom of statehood for the District of Columbia.  During lunch, students and alumni were able to discuss a wide range of subjects.  

The distinguished panel of Baylor alumni included:  Lisa Hanna (Council on Competitiveness); and, Tasha Parker (Edelman).  The group was joined by former congressman Chet Edwards, the current W.R. Poage Distinguished Chair of Public Service at Baylor University.  Mr. Edwards talked to the interns about the importance of public service in our society.  This discussion produced numerous questions from the students.  Everyone enjoyed an excellent lunch provided by the Poage-Mayborn program.
About 1:30 p.m., the interns and Dr. Curry traveled by taxi back up Pennsylvania Avenue to the Newseum, the state-of-the-art facility which serves as a tribute to the First Amendment and freedom of expression.  For the remainder of the afternoon, students were treated to a VIP Tour of the Newseum, led by Baylor alumna Emily Nicholson, Campaign Manager at the Newseum.  The tour allowed students to spend several hours touring the numerous exhibits in the Newseum.  

The entire group gathered on the east steps of the United States Capitol at 6:00 p.m. for an exclusive after-hours tour of the Capitol.  Rep. Chet Edwards and Dr. Curry accompanied the students through a nearly-deserted and very quiet building.  The group spent nearly two hours exploring every nook and cranny of the Capitol in what was a wonderful and enjoyable experience.  Several highlights stood out:  standing on the Speaker’s Balcony and looking out over the National Mall; the old Supreme Court Chamber; the old Senate Chamber; and sitting in the Senate gallery.
The first day of the Poage-Mayborn Seminar adjourned about 8:15 p.m. in a driving rainstorm.
Day 2, June 11, 2013
The second morning session began in the Senate Visitor’s Center at 9:00 a.m.  Dr. Curry welcomed students and alumni to the session and introduced the distinguished guests. The first session welcomed two Baylor alumni:  Ms. Lindsey Davis Stover, principal with the firm of Edwards, Davis Stover and Associates; and Eva Baker of the State Department.  Ms. Stover described the career path that included stops at the House of Representatives as Chief of Staff for Rep. Chet Edwards, the Kennedy School of Government at Harvard, the Department of Veterans Affairs, and now in the private sector.  Ms. Baker recently moved to the State Department following four years at the National Defense University.

 The second morning session focused on working in the United States Senate.  It is indeed worth noting that two Baylor University graduates currently serve as Chiefs of Staff for United States Senators: Chris Joyner (Senator Richard Burr) and Todd Novascone (Senator Jerry Moran).  They were joined by Allison Baker, a recent addition to the staff of Senator Jim Inhofe.  Ms. Baker has participated in the Poage-Mayborn program as an intern.
The program moved into a lively discussion about life in the United States Senate.  The job of Chief of Staff to a United States Senator is one of the most powerful on Capitol Hill.  Students were treated to an in-depth look at the workings of a senatorial office and the duties of a Chief of Staff.  Students listened as the two Chiefs of Staff for their Republican bosses explained why they might vote differently on some issues, depending on the impact on their respective states.  It was an interesting discussion in which students were able to understand that political party is not always the most important factor in a key vote.  
Following a break, the third session featured longtime Washington, D.C. veteran, Edward Brigham.  Ed  Brigham, the student body president of the Baylor class of 1971, talked to students about his 34-year-career in the federal service, the last sixteen of which were in the Senior Executive Service.  Mr. Brigham emphasized the importance of a solid graduate school preparation for positions dealing with budgetary matters.  Our two other participants, Stephanie Formas, a staffer for Rep. Sean Patrick Mahoney, and Stephanie Groen of the Republican Campaign Committee, offered their perspectives on opportunities with the political parties.  The discussion was stimulating.
As noon approached, the students and Dr. Curry jumped into taxis and headed to 1225 I St. N.W. and the Dell Corporation’s boardroom for lunch.  We were greeted warmly by our host, Hillary Maxwell Beightel, director of communications for Dell.  Students enjoyed a lunch provided by the Poage-Mayborn Program and listened to some fascinating speakers. We were fortunate to have two current members of the Obama Administration as our guests:  Melissa Rogers, Executive Director of Faith Based and Neighborhood Partnerships described her work in this important office; and Stacy Koo, associate director of presidential personnel, shared her career highlights with the group.  Both women provided the students with numerous details about working in the White House.
Other participants at the luncheon included:  Ed Brigham, Hillary Maxwell (Dell); Russ Sullivan, soon to be a partner at McGuireWoods; and Brad Bennett (Hill & Knowlton Strategies).  Following lunch, the program participants described the various ways in which the private and public sectors intersect in Washington, D.C.  The discussion touched on numerous topics, ranging from the role of trade associations and lobbying firms to the best way to obtain a job.  Hillary Maxwell explained the workings of public relations and media affairs from a perspective that has included work both on and off Capitol Hill.  Brad Bennett explained the lobbying process from his firm’s perspective.  It was an outstanding conclusion to the annual program.  Russ Sullivan did his usual excellent job of challenging the interns to think critically about policy issues.
Dr. Curry adjourned the session at 2:00 p.m.  
The 2013 Poage-Mayborn Seminar provided Baylor students with a wide array of speakers and experiences, providing an unparalleled opportunity to observe government in operation and to network with Baylor graduates.  All of this was made possible through the continuing generosity of Mrs. Sue Mayborn and the Mayborn Foundation.  On behalf of the Baylor University interns and more than thirty Baylor alumni who participated in the seminar, I wish to express my deepest gratitude to Mrs. Mayborn for her continued support of our program.
Respectfully submitted,
James A. Curry, Ph.D., Director, Washington Internship Program

Bob Bullock Professor of Public Policy and Administration

