Still Birth 

I. Michelangelo’s Prisoners

They writhe
         strain against the stone
      that is their form
   their suffocating
tomb

lithe muscles
         grapple in vain wait
      still for the sculptor’s
   chiseled
release


II. Michelangelo’s Late Pieta

His hands 
         spread to bear the weight
      of the corpse
   who promised
birth

limp body
         carried by these friends
      who have chosen
   tortuous
assent





