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Dr. Tom Hanks has been notified that his article “Tolkien’s ‘Leaf by Niggle’: A Blossom on the Tree of Tales” will appear in the Spring 2012 issue of The Journal of Inklings Studies (Oxford). Tom’s article grew from research he did last summer (2011) at the New Bodleian Library, Oxford; it was supported by a grant from Baylor’s Arts & Humanities Faculty Development Program.
****
Dr. William V. Davis has been informed that the Education Department of the Government of Alberta (Canada) has chosen one of his poems as an “assessment item” for their English Language Arts 30-2 Grade 12 Diploma Examination Program. His poem will be a required text for analysis in five separate examinations during 2012. These exams will be administered in Alberta, Nunavut, and the Northwest Territories. Subsequently, his poem will also be used in the required exams administered in Abu Dhabi, Bermuda, Doha, Hong Kong, Macao, and Switzerland. Over 150,000 students will ultimately be required to analyze the poem and “once this assessment item is no longer secure, it will also be included in two separate editions of the English Language  Arts 30-2 Released Diploma Examination Items document.” 

Dr. William V. Davis attended the council meeting, new member readings, and the awards banquet during the Texas Institute of Letters meetings in San Antonio, April 13-14. He served as judge for the two TIL awards in poetry. 
****
Dr. Joshua King’s article, “Broken Promises and Blind Pleasures in Wordsworth’s ‘The Idiot Boy’,” has been published in The CEA Critic, vol. 73.3 (Spring-Summer 2012): 49-69 (9,725 words).
****
Dr. Dan Walden was accepted to the National Endowment for the Humanities’' Summer Institute on “The American Maritime People” at the Munson Institute of American Maritime Studies in Mystic, CT.

CONFERENCES—CALLS FOR PAPERS

Information has been received from the University of New Mexico concerning their 2012 Mentoring Conference. Held in UNM’s Student Union Building October 24 through October 26, the conference’s focus will be “Facilitating Developmental Relationships for Success”. Submissions are encouraged, and must be submitted electronically to mentor.unm.edu/conference/abstracts.html by May 15. Proposals must not exceed 250 words, and must critically analyze different types of developmental relationships and how they contribute to the long-term success and prosperity of an individual. Those interested in attending the conference can register from February 24 through June 15. For more information, please see the flier on file in CS 106, or visit their website at http://mentor.unm.edu/conference/index.html.
****
Information has been received from the University of Central Oklahoma concerning their literary journal, ScissorTale Review. ScissorTale Review is published semiannually in the winter (January) and summer (August). Currently the publication is accepting submissions for the winter issue, and all submissions are automatically eligible for the $250 editor’s prize. For more information, please see the flier on file in CS 106, or visit their website at http://www.libarts.uco.edu/english/newplains/scissortale.
****
Information has been received from Aesthetica, the international art and culture magazine, concerning their Creative Writing Competition. The Aesthetica Creative Writing prize offers existing and aspiring writers the chance to showcase their work to a wider, international audience. There are two categories for entry, poetry and short fiction, and awards include a £500 prize for the poetry winner, a £500 prize for short fiction, publication in the Aesthetica Creative Writing Annual and a complimentary copy of the publication. For more information, please see the flier in CS 106, or visit their website at http://www.aestheticamagazine.com/submission_guide.htm.

Echoes of the Aeolian Harp

From June 1-4, Dr. Nancy Chinn attended the National Council of Teachers of English Summer Institute at Ocean Creek Resort and Conference center, Myrtle Beach, South Carolina.  This year’s topics focused on “Gender Studies and the Canon.”  Seminar Leaders were Sandra Gilbert, Susan Gubar, and Henry Louis Gates.
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