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I found Bean’s Engaging Ideas to be particularly engaging! While my intent for the coming semesters was to 

cut out as many writing assignments as possible from my three classes in order to save myself time on 

grading, I am rethinking the cutting of writing assignments. I firmly believe that our students need to write in 

all classes and that writing should conform to language conventions, but I am swamped by the amount of 

grading. Bean has shown me many ways that I can add writing to my classes without adding additional work 

for myself. I jotted down note after note for the many different ways I plan to add small writing assignments. 

One idea is to give the students a question to answer at the beginning of class that would take only a few 

moments to answer and have them hand it in as a record of their attendance. Another idea is to have the 

students get in small groups for discussion, which I love to do, and then have the group write a short report of 

their discussion or answer to the questions I pose for them, which they will have to turn in. While I wouldn't 

grade the assignments, the students will practice writing and I would only need to spot check for their 

engagement. Bean offered many other suggestions that I can’t implement in my current introductory, courses 

but I am very excited about using these ideas for when I teach smaller classes or upper-level classes. 
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