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Making history
The Bears hope to complete 
the regular season with a 
win against UT Saturday

An important journey 
A local missionary plans to bring Bibles 
to Cambodians after installing the first 
web printing press in the country 

A Baylor production
The director of “Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde” 
reveals what the audience can expect from the 
play this spring, including a few deviations from the book
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>> Season tradition 
Waco’s annual Christmas 
parade at 6 p.m. today   will 
feature decorated floats and 
tours of four historic Waco 
homes                    
  Page 7 

>> Bowl bound
Saturday’s game against 
UT will tell what bowl 
game Baylor will play 
in. Projections include 
the Valero Alamo Bowl, 
the Insight Bowl, the 
Bridgepoint Education and 
Holiday Bowl. 
                Page 8

>> A new title
Dr. Shelly F. Conroy 
was named the new 
dean of  The Louise  
Herrington Nursing School 
Wednesday. 
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“Having a place to 
buy fresh produce 
going from the 
farm to the market 
is a wonderful 
opportunity of 
which Waco 
residents and Baylor 
students need to 
take advantage.” 
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‘Tis the season
The holidays came early 
with Christmas on 5th 
street Thursday. Check 

out the Lariat photo essay 
online at 

 baylorlariat.com

Christmas at Baylor 
Become a part of 
“Baylor Agape 
Connection Decks 
the Halls” at 3 p.m. 
Sunday at The Regent 
Care Center.  Members 
of Baylor Agape 
Connection and fellow 
students will participate 
in decorating 80
miniature Christmas 
trees to be placed 
in each room of the 
nursing home.

The place to go to know 
the places to go

By Daniel C. Houston
Staff Writer

University officials have dis-
puted claims made by Dr. Marc 
Ellis, professor of Jewish studies, 
that Baylor canceled an invitation 
to bring a prominent public intel-
lectual to campus.

Ramona Curtis, director for 
the Academy of Leader Develop-
ment and Civic Engagement, con-
firmed Wednesday that her de-
partment has been working since 
spring to book Princeton profes-
sor Dr. Cornel West to speak at 

Baylor on social justice issues.
The academy is trying to bring 

West to speak 
at an event 
to coincide 
with Justice 
Week, a week-
long series 
of events to 
be put on in 
spring 2012 
by the student 
organization 
International Justice Mission. 

Justice Week’s primary goal is 
to bring attention to issues of hu-

man trafficking and modern-day 
slavery, Curtis said. West was tar-
geted as a potential speaker for his 
wide body of published work on 
race relations in American soci-
ety and his tendency to speak out 
actively on subjects relating to hu-
man oppression, Curtis said.

But Baylor’s efforts to bring 
West to campus hit a snag when 
the university’s Center for Jewish 
Studies, of which Ellis has been 
the director, was no longer able 
to make good on a commitment it 
had made to fund a portion of the 
event cost, Curtis said.

“Marc’s department was going 
to help sponsor the event,” Curtis 
said. “But I’m not sure what’s go-
ing on in [the Center for] Jewish 
Studies, so we were no longer able 
to count on those funds. So we are 
in the process of looking for other 
partners.”

Ellis made a statement last 
week at the American Academy of 
Religion’s annual meeting, during 
which he announced Baylor was 
considering charges against him 
that could lead to his dismissal 
from his tenured faculty position.

During his speech, Ellis said 

Baylor had canceled his classes 
for the fall semester, and “system-
atically eroded” his job duties as 
director of the Center for Jewish 
Studies, “most recently leading to 
Baylor’s cancellation of the invita-
tion to Cornel West.”

Curtis, who has been involved 
in talks about booking West 
for the speech, said a formal 
invitation had not been offered to 
West and no contract was signed 
because her department is still 

Academy seeks to fund West invite   

Slayd Casey participated in a sic ’em in front of the Christmas on 5th tree Thursday in the Burleson 
Quadrangle during the annual celebration. Headliner Aaron Watson took the stage shortly after. 
Other activities included Christmas tree lighting, a Christmas marketplace, cocoa, cookies and 
carols.

Matt HellMan | lariat PHoto editor

A very sic ’em Christmas

Students
urged to
be aware
of robbers

New BU 
minor
explores
poverty

Pi Alpha Delta fraternity auction 
offers professor dates for charity

By Jade Mardirosian
Staff Writer

In light of the recent increase 
in crime around campus, includ-
ing a Taco Bell  drive through in-
cident Wednesday night, Baylor 
Police are urging students to take 
extra precautions to stay safe. 

Rodney Scott, 35, was charged  
of robbery and criminal trespass 
early Thursday in connection with 
the Taco Bell robbery. 

Scott’s bail is set at $25,000 for 
robbery and $5,000 for criminal 
trespass. He has not posted bail 
and is being held at McLennan 
County Jail.

The victim said Scott walked 
up to their car asking for mon-
ey. After the victim gave Scott a 
dollar bill, he demanded more 
money and reached toward his 
jacket pocket. At that point the 
victim threw change at Scott and 
drove away in fear that Scott had 
a weapon. The victim called police 
at 11:42 p.m. Wednesday.

Previous robberies include 
an armed robbery at 10:35 p.m. 
Monday at 12th Street and Bagby 
Avenue, a 7 a.m. robbery Nov. 21 
at the Baylor Arms Apartments, 
an 8:10 a.m. armed robbery Nov. 9 
at the La Mirage Apartments and 
four armed robberies in Oct., in-
cluding the Oct. 30 robbery in the 
1500 block of South Ninth Street.  
Tresten Robinson, 19, was charged 
with one count of robbery-bodily 
injury  in connection with the in-
cident. 

Waco police do not believe 
Wednesday night’s incident is re-
lated to other robberies around 
campus, but urge students to take 
precautions.

“Look around and know what 
is going on and who is around 
you,” Doak said. 

Doak shared a simple tip for 
students to protect themselves 
when walking to their car or 
through parking lots. 

“[Students should] take one 
of the keys in their hand put it 
between their forefinger and 
middle finger, and that becomes a 
weapon,” Doak said. “If someone 
attacks you, those first few sec-
onds are crucial because that sets 
the tone and if the male or female 
[student] turns around with keys 
in hand, [the robber] does not ex-
pect that. That is prevention that 
can be worth a lot; it is very inex-
pensive — everyone has a key.”

Doak said a few years ago, one 
female student was able to defend 
herself against an attacker by using 
this tip. 

“She was able to slash him right 
across the face [with the key],” 
Doak said. “She defended herself 

SEE SAFETY, page 10

By Ashley Yeaman
Reporter

Baylor students from all 
academic disciplines can now 
minor in poverty studies and social 
justice, a program housed in the 
School of Social Work.

It took time to launch 
the new minor because of its 
interdisciplinary nature, said Dr. 
Jon Singletary, associate dean for 
baccalaureate studies, the Diana 
R. Garland Endowed Chair in 
Child and Family Studies and the 
director of the Center for Family 
and Community Ministries. 

“We wanted to have different 
departments who are on campus 
involved, and so we wanted 
everybody to have a chance for 
some input, and also just be able 
to get all the approvals that are 
necessary [for an interdisciplinary 
program],” Singletary said. “But 
it’s finally approved, and we are 
definitely excited.”

The minor is part of the 
academic foundation and focus 
of the Baylor Interdisciplinary 
Poverty Initiative, an organization 
designed to “create a catalyst for 
social change around issues of 
poverty, social justice and human 
capability,” according to its website.

Dr. Gaynor Yancey, professor 
of social work, said that even prior 
to the creation of the initiative, it 
had been determined that a minor 
should be created.

“We knew there were all sorts 
of instructors who were integrating 
social justice issues and poverty 
issues into their courses,” Yancey 
said. “There was a reason for the 
minor because it gave an emphasis, 
especially interdisciplinary [in 
scope], to these issues of poverty 
and social justice.”

The minor is structured with 
flexibility in mind in order for 
students to use classes from many 
departments.

“Half of the hours for the 
minor are a required core set of 
classes. Two of those are in social 
work, and one is in economics,” 
Singletary said. “But then the other 
nine hours of the minor can be 
taken from different departments. 
We have 25 or 30 pre-approved 
classes, but if students identify 
other courses that are related to 
poverty, they can include those 
pretty easily.”

In order to appeal to a wider 
group of students, especially 
outside of the School of Social 
Work, Singletary said they tried to 
create a new course listing prefix, 
but this attempt failed.

“We wanted to create a poverty 

SEE POVERTY, page 10

By Rob Bradfield
Staff Writer

If you’ve ever wanted to 
date a law professor, now’s your 
chance.

For the second year in a row, 
the Baylor Law School chapter of 
the Phi Alpha Delta Law Frater-
nity, International will auction 
off “dates” with Baylor law pro-
fessors. 

Friday between 12:30 and 
1:30 p.m., students can attend 
a live auction in the student 
lounge of the law school to 
help raise money for the Court 
Appointed Special Advocates 
(CASA) association. CASA vol-
unteers are appointed to abused 
or neglected children to help 
them through the legal and social 
service systems. 

“We’re very appreciative of 
how generous the professors have 
been and how generous our spon-
sors have been, and we’re over-

whelmed by the generosity of the 
students bidding on these events,” 
Cameron Redding, Phi Alpha 
Delta justice, said.

The silent auction bidding be-
gan earlier this week, and contin-

ues until noon Friday. During the 
live auction, students will be able 
to bid on spots at events hosted by 
different law professors. 

Events include golf and cook-
ing lessons; an eight-person 
shooting contest; and an opportu-
nity to attend a Lady Bears prac-
tice session, tour the locker room 
and meet the team. Baylor Presi-
dent Ken Starr has also opened up 
six spots at his lunch table for top 
bidders. 

Funding for the events has ei-
ther been covered by the hosting 
professors or donated by event 
sponsors like Themis, Barbri, 
Westlaw, LexisNexis and Kaplan, 
so nearly all of the money raised 
by the auction will flow directly to 
the McLennan and Hill Counties 
CASA group.

“It’s a little easier to get law 
students to part with what little 
funds they have when they know 

SEE AUCTION, page 10

“We’re very 
appreciative of 

how generous the 
professors have been 
and how generous 
our sponsors have 

been, and we’re 
overwhelmed by 

the generosity of the 
students bidding on 

these events.”  
 

Cameron Redding | 
Phi Alpha Delta justice

Ellis

SEE ELLIS, page 10



As dramatic as I am, I will 
need you all to bear with me for 
the following hyperbole:

If my graduating class votes to 
give our senior class gift to a new 
football stadium, I will do my 
very best to delay graduation.

Now, that isn’t true. I have 
things to do and don’t need to 
wallow around Waco. But the ex-
cessive nature of that statement is 
the only way I could truly express 
how I feel about having the new 
football stadium as an option for 
the Class of 2012 senior gift.

The other options are:
•	A memorial to Iraq and Af-

ghanistan war veterans
•	An actually eternal flame atop 

the Immortal Ten statue
•	An endowed scholarship fund

Arguably all three of these op-
tions are better than “being the 
first class to fundraise for the new 
football stadium,” and here’s why.

War veterans take precedence 
over football players. (And if 
you’re a football player who also 
serves America’s armed forces, 
you win.) Honestly though, as 
much entertainment value and 
national image wealth our foot-
ball players bring our school, it 
is nothing compared to the lives 
sacrificed in war.

Our soldiers are the very 
people keeping us safe. Regard-
less of mine or anyone else’s per-
sonal beliefs on the wars in Iraq 
and Afghanistan, you can’t argue 
with the death tolls. The dedica-
tion and hard work our football 

players put into bettering their 
athletic prowess is admirable, 
but it doesn’t parallel fighting for 
America. 

That truth rings true for our 
current win-lose record. I would 
give up all eight football wins to 
get eight soldiers’ lives back.

To be clear, I don’t think our 
football players are saying they 
are better than soldiers. I would 
even guess some of the seniors 
on the team would vote for some-
thing else besides the new stadi-
um funding. 

This isn’t about if the football 
players are good enough guys to 
get a new stadium. This has ab-
solutely nothing to do with our 
athletic director, coaching staff 
or players. It’s about something 
more.

We have this innate desire 
to be a “tier one school” with a 

Christian twist. Well, how about 
we let the Christian ideals take 
precedence for a change? Let’s 
put athletics and pride aside. 
Let’s be Baylor Faithful, not Bay-
lor Proud.

Instead of attracting people 
with shiny, large multimillion-
dollar buildings, let’s show them 
the side of Baylor I am always de-
fending – the faithful side. 

As a senior class, I think we do 
that in three ways: a war veteran 
memorial, reinstating the eternal 
flame that we are responsible for 
extinguishing or making college 
a tangible choice for future Bears 
through a scholarship.  We should 
leave our mark on the Baylor tra-
dition by showing future classes 
that we took the time to pay trib-
ute to soldiers, the Baylor family 
or future students.

The part of Baylor that 
brought me to this school had 
nothing to do with a building and 
everything to do with the people. 
I’m a snap-app attendee, like 
most, and I didn’t take that much 
time deciding between colleges. I 
knew a few Bears that graduated 
from my high school years before 

me. Most of them had character 
traits I admired: faith, intelli-
gence, kindness. 

As a senior, I look back and 
realize that my decision to attend 
Baylor wasn’t all that haphazard. 
I innately knew my aspirations, 
and I saw how Baylor fit into that 
because as much as I like to rant 
about decisions my school makes, 
I love it here and I will never re-
gret my decision to attend. 

Many staff members, profes-
sors and students have funda-
mentally altered my life for the 
better, and there are numerous 
seniors who would echo that sen-
timent.

I don’t think my words in the 
school paper will stop us from 
building a new football stadium. 
Indeed, it shouldn’t. I’m not look-
ing to halt plans for a new sta-
dium.

I hope my appeal for this 
year’s senior class to direct its gift 
away from the stadium is at least 
considered. A new football sta-
dium will make our campus look 
great. But this decision isn’t about 
what our campus will look like – 
it’s about how the Class of 2012 
wants to be remembered and 
what we want to leave behind.

Senior gifts, while not life-
changing or magnanimous, say 
something about the students 
who were here for each one.

I’m voting for the eternal 
flame on the Immortal Ten statue 
for several reasons:

1. We owe it to the classes be-
hind us because we are the class 
that let violence end a tradition. I 
would rather not be remembered 

that way. Also, the Immortal Ten 
statue is something that brings all 
of Baylor back to what matters: 
the students. The way our school 
surrounded those families of the 
ten we lost is one of the best ex-
amples of Jesus, who helped those 
in need. 

2. It is the most tangible way 
to express how I feel about the 
Class of 2012, which is that it is a 
group of dedicated students who 
saw that Baylor has its own place 
in the realm of academia and 
whose contributions will forever 
impact this school for the better.

3. The flame symbolizes some-
thing every incoming student 
needs to realize: we are all in this 
together. Baylor has many hur-
dles to jump in the years ahead. 
We have a Vision 2012 statement 
to answer, and we will have to set 
up our road map for the future. 
The flame, which represents all of 
Baylor Nation, is the perfect way 
for our class to remind everyone 

that regardless of what we face, 
we are still one school bonded 
together by the roots of founders 
committed to Christianity, faith 
and learning.

My vote doesn’t have to be 
your vote. But your vote should 
be a sign of how you viewed your 
time at Baylor. Paying tribute to 
those lost in the wars that began 
in our generation, to the flame 
that represents all of the Baylor 
family or even to future Baylor 
Bears seem like great ways to 
leave our mark. 

Adding dollars to a football 
stadium fund just doesn’t seem 
like enough to me.

If you know the trend of col-
legiate sports, the money for that 
new stadium will appear one way 
or another.

Nick Dean is a senior journal-
ism and political science major 
from Austin and a former Lariat 
editor in chief.

Finally, Waco has a place 
for residents to buy fresh, farm-
grown products from a variety of 
local vendors close to campus. Af-
ter its grand opening last Saturday, 
the Waco Downtown Farmers 
Market had a great response from 
locals and college students.

Many booths ran out of their 
products because of the won-
derfully large turnout. From 
the opening weekend, this new 
farmers market proved itself to 
be a promising, successful open 
market.

Having a place to buy fresh 
produce going from the farm to 
the market is a wonderful oppor-
tunity of which Waco residents 
and Baylor students need to 
take advantage. Yes, supermar-
kets provide an ample amount 
of fruits, vegetables, meats and 
dairy products, but buying from 
local vendors is an experience 
worth having.

Farmers markets have been 
popping up throughout the coun-
try over the last several years. In 
fact, there is an entire movement 
dedicated to increasing public 
awareness about growing and 
selling local, fresh produce – 
Slow Food Revolution USA.

Slow Food Revolution USA is 
a nonprofit organization working 
toward changing the “fast food” 
lifestyle of the United States and 
on an international level. With 
the addition of farmers markets 
around the country, the “fast 
food” mindset and lifestyle of 
Americans will be changed.

Although Waco does have 
other farmers markets, the Heart 

of Texas and Troy Farmers Mar-
ket, adding a farmers market to 
downtown Waco will help Waco 
follow this trend of producing, 
selling and consuming fresh 
products not only from locals in 
Waco but around the state as well. 
Some out-of-city vendors include 
Round Rock Honey in Austin, 
Richardson Farms from Rock-
dale and Smith & Smith Farms 
from Rogers.

These vendors provide a mul-
titude of specialty products, such 
as honey, eggs and pasteurized 
meats. This opens the door for 
consumers in Waco to taste and 
see the different products available 
throughout the state and to buy 
the things these vendors special-
ize in. Regular supermarkets don’t 
come close to providing a diverse, 
specialized array of products.

Not only does the farmers 
market allow for out-of-city ven-
dors to sell their products, but 
local businesses, such as Caprino 
Royale, Heart of Texas Urban 
Gardens and Fungal Forest offer 
their own products that locals 
have already enjoyed. Even Bay-
lor Campus Kitchen joined the 
other vendors by hosting a booth 
that accepts donations of food 
to give to local area hunger pro-
grams such as the Salvation Army 
Kitchen.

This new farmers market al-
lows a multitude of opportuni-
ties for vendors to sell their fresh 
products and for locals to be in-
troduced to a whole new world 
of grocery shopping. The mar-
ket takes an admirable step in 
an effort to change the mindset 
from buying “fast food” to slow-
ing down and enjoying the fresh 
products.
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Farmers market brings much-needed fresh food
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Editorial

“We should leave our 
mark on the Baylor 
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future classes that we 
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Nick Dean | Guest columnist

To contact the Baylor Lariat:
Advertising inquiries:
Lariat_Ads@baylor.edu

254-710-3407

Newsroom:
Lariat@baylor.edu

254-710-1712

Seniors have better gift options than football stadium fund

Follow the Lariat on 
Twitter: @bulariat

Guest Column



3|th
e Baylor LariatFRIDAY | DECEMBER 2, 2011

www.baylorlariat.com



4 | FRIDAY | DECEMBER 2, 2011
www.baylorlariat.comNewsth

e Baylor Lariat

If you’re a high achiever and  
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brightest minds in the business,  
an internship at Ernst & Young  
can give you all the support  
you need to help put your skills  
into practice and grow as a  
professional. To learn more,  
visit ey.com/us/possibilities.  
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Missionary travels to Cambodia with one rusty press to spread the Word
By Anna Flagg

Reporter

One man is spreading Christi-
anity as he travels the globe, how-
ever, Tim Comer isn’t your average 
missionary. 

Inspired by printing press in-
ventor Johannes Gutenberg, Com-

er spent the last two weeks of No-
vember in Cambodia, helping to 
install the first web printing press 
in the country to be used for print-
ing Bibles. Comer says he hopes to 
share the Gospel with those who 
have never experienced it.

Comer married his wife, Sha-
ron, at age 20 and went into the 
printing business soon after, start-
ing in Waco. The couple has since 
traveled to Ghana, Africa, Kurdis-
tan, Iraq and Sri Lanka doing mis-
sionary work.  

Toward the end of the Com-
ers’ most recent four-year stint in 
Sri Lanka, they were contacted by 
John Dupree of Bethany Press, a 
company that partners with Chris-
tian publishers. Dupree contacted 
Comer to discuss the installation 
of a printing press in Cambodia 
and Comer accepted. 

After locating, buying and in-
specting the press, Comer spent 

two weeks overseeing its instal-
lation in a print shop that is little 
more than an open barn with no 
air conditioning

Luckily for Comer, due to the 
amount of rust on the machine, the 
import duty to get it into Cambo-
dia was low.

“The press is pretty simple, and 
electronically it is not very sophis-
ticated,” Comer said. “It’s perfect 
for a Third World country.”

The press, he said, will be used 
primarily to print Bibles. In charge 
of the project will be a team of 
Cambodian workers that has been 
printing books for 15 years. 

The team is hoping to get the 
necessary text and begin printing 
today. 

So far, only two editions of the 
Bible have been available in Cam-
bodia, first in 1920 and then in 
1953. Many of these were not dis-
tributed, and the translations were 

difficult to understand. The Cam-
bodian government does not allow 
Bibles to be imported, mainly for 
economic reasons. However, the 
government does allow the use of 
the printing press. Comer says that 
a terrible event in Cambodia’s his-
tory led to the resurgence of Chris-
tianity in the country. 

Under the leadership of Pol 
Pot, the Khmer Rouge took con-
trol of the country in 1975 in a 
bloody revolution that resulted in 
the deaths of more than 3,000,000 
Cambodians. The Communistic 
Khmer Rouge did not allow re-
ligious freedom. The revolution, 
and its ghastly death toll, continues 
to haunt the country. From this, 
Comer said, Christianity got a sec-
ond chance.  

“They are getting saved through 
a spiritual hunger,” he said. “The 
country was so desolate and des-
perate that a spiritual hunger       

rose up.”
But the Khmer Rouge passed, 

and though a prime minister now 
rules the country, which now in-
cludes more than 500,000 Chris-
tians in the population, only 10 
percent of the citizens own a Bible. 

American missionary Steve 
Hyde is responsible for starting 
dozens of churches in Cambodia, 
and the people consider him one of 
their own. Hyde has a network of 
churches and pastors, and he plans 
to help distribute the Bibles printed 
on the new press.

The Comers said they wit-
nessed the power of the gospel in 
northern Iraq in 2005. The couple 
met a man named Saman, a former 
terrorist who converted to Christi-
anity after finding a small booklet, 
“The Book of Luke,” in the clothing 
of a man he had shot. 

Comer said he remembered Sa-
man asking, “How could anyone 

say to love your enemies? Only 
God could say to love your en-
emies.”

The Comers believe the story of 
Saman shows the transformative 
power of Christian Scripture. 

The couple currently reside in 
Waco as the directors of the local 
Samaritan Foundation. Their cur-
rent project is a series of books 
called “The Life of Jesus,” a com-
pilation of the books of Matthew, 
Mark, Luke and John in chrono-
logical order, to allow people to 
read Jesus’ story in a clear format. 

So far, the “Life of Jesus” books 
have been translated into Arabic, 
Spanish and Hindi. Their mission 
is to spread the gospel by hand-
ing them out to indigenous people 
who may not have access to the 
Bible in their native language.  

To find out more about the Sa-
maritan Foundation, visit www.the 
samaritanfoundation.org.

““They are getting 
saved through a       

spiritual hunger. The 
country was so desolate 

and desperate that a 
spiritual hunger 

rose up.”
 

Tim Comer | Missionary 

New nursing school dean named
By Jordan Hearne

Reporter

Bringing more than 30 years of 
experience in the field of nursing 
and nursing education, Dr. Shel-
ley F. Conroy will fill the position 
of dean for the Louise Herrington 
School of Nursing starting Jan. 
1. The announcement was made 
Wednesday. 

“I think I’ve had a career that’s 
prepared me overall progressively 
to be the dean,” Conroy said. “I’ve 
had experience at every level of 
nursing education and broad expe-
rience in terms of academics.” 

Conroy has also served as the 
dean of nursing schools at Weber 
State University in Utah and Arm-
strong Atlantic State University in 
Georgia, in addition to holding po-
sitions in hospital administration 
and service on a National Council 
of State Boards of Nursing com-
mittee. 

Conroy said she is passionate 

about furthering student involve-
ment in global health service. 

“One of the things that really 
attracted me to the Louise Her-
rington School of Nursing was the 
focus on serving globally and pre-
paring students to go out on mis-
sion work to spread health care,” 
Conroy said. “Service learning, 
mission trips and cultural immer-
sion — that’s really what the school 
of nursing here focuses on. It’s 
unique to the mission of Baylor.”

Conroy grew up, she said, as an 
“Army brat” and graduated from 
a high school in Germany. Her 
international upbringing is what 
spurred her love for traveling and 
global health care, Conroy said. 

During mission trips she at-
tended with other universities, 
Conroy visited China, an area she 
said she hopes to bring Baylor stu-
dents in the future.  

“I didn’t know what to expect 
the first time I went to China. I 
didn’t expect that I would love the 

country as much as I do. I have 
taken students and faculty there 
nine times and would like to take 
them back again. It’s a great place 
to learn traditional and alternative 
Chinese medicine and techniques,” 
Conroy said.

In the future, Conroy said, she 
would like to look into untapped 
partnership opportunities with 
Baylor Medical Center, located 
across the street from the nursing 
school, in order to expand the pro-
gram. Conroy also said she wanted 
to look into potential cross-college 
relationships that could benefit the 
program.

Martha Bradshaw, professor in 
the Louise Herrington School of 
Nursing and interim dean, said the 
school is thrilled to have Conroy as 
its new dean. 

“When I first met her, I thought 
right away that she would be a good 
fit,” Bradshaw said. “She brings a 
wonderful background in leader-
ship and an excellent perspective 

in nursing.” 
Bradshaw said starting next 

spring, she and Conroy will work 
together as a team to ease the tran-
sition as Conroy becomes familiar 
with her new position. 

Conroy’s enthusiasm for her 
new university is not limited to her 
professional and academic plans. 
Bradshaw said that Conroy is al-
ready embracing the Baylor spirit.

“I had brought her and her 
husband Baylor T-shirts, and they 
were already looking online at the 
bookstore for spirit items,” Brad-
shaw said. 

Conroy said she is taking her 
newfound role as a Baylor Bear 
very seriously, watching every 
Baylor football game televised in 
Georgia. 

“We are coming to the game on 
Saturday,” Conroy said. “But we’re 
getting warmer clothes. As soon as 
we get there, we’re going out and 
making sure we have our Baylor 
hoodies.”

President Barack Obama jokes with his daughter Sasha as they 
sing Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer while attending the annual 
National Christmas Tree Lighting Thursday.

AssociAted Press

Nose-y parent
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People admire Christmas trees decorated by student organizations Thursday on Fountain Mall 
at Christmas on 5th Street.

Matthew Mccarroll | lariat PhotograPher 

Kappa Alpha Omega participates in the Christmas Tree 
Decorating Contest during the Christmas on 5th Street 
celebration Thursday.

Matt hellMan | lariat Photo editor

Children sit on Santa’s lap and tell him what they want for Christmas at Christmas on 5th Street on Thursday in the Bill 
Daniel Student Center. 

Matthew Mccarroll | lariat PhotograPher

Students, faculty and members of the Waco community shop at the Christmas Marketplace, 
Baylor’s annual craft and gift fair, during Christmas on 5th Street on Thursday at Fountain Mall.

Meagan downing | lariat PhotograPher

Aaron Watson headlines at the stage in the Burleson Quad-
rangle moments after the lighting of the tree during the an-
nual Christmas on 5th Street celebration Thursday.

Matt hellMan | lariat Photo editor

on 5th Street: A Baylor holiday tradition
Christmas

Waco and Baylor residents gather around a decorated Christmas tree set up in the Bill Daniel 
Student Center during the Christmas on 5th Street annual celebration Thursday.

Makenzie Mason | round uP Photo editor

A Waco child pets one of the goats in the Vara Martin Daniel Plaza petting zoo during the 
Christmas on 5th Street celebration Thursday.

Matt hellMan | lariat Photo editor

When?

   Where?

What?

Thursday, 
6-11 p.m.

Fountain Mall, Burleson 
Quadrangle, Traditions 
Plaza and the Bill Daniel 
Student Center

Christmas tree lighting, Christ-
mas marketplace, cocoa, cookies 
and carols as well as additional 
family-oriented events, including 
pony rides and letters to Santa. 

The Columbus Avenue Baptist Church bell choir performs in the Vara Martin Daniel Plaza during Christmas on 5th Street 
celebration Thursday.

Makenzie Mason | round uP Photo editor
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Spaces still available  
Apply online and secure your spot by bringing

your deposit to the BGB office (HSB 334).

www.baylor.edu/Britain 

Baylor in Great Britain 2011
July 4 – August 7, 2012

London, Ireland, Wales

9Massage by Teri

Half OFF   1 Hour Massage
(with Baylor ID Only)

CALL OR  TEXT
254-855-5265

to make your appointment

By Christine Armario
And Errin Haines 
Associated Press

ATLANTA — Four Florida 
A&M University students have 
been expelled for their role in what 
is believed to be a hazing death of a 
marching band member, the latest 
blemish for a rich and cherished 
institution at historically black col-
leges.

Hazing is part of the price band 
members pay at historically black 
colleges to be part of a vaunted 
campus tradition that eclipses 
the prestige and popularity of the 
football team. Band members can 
endure anything from punching to 
paddling to being forced to drink 
copious amounts of water, all for a 
chance to perform in front of thou-
sands of people at football games, 
parades and other high-profile 
events.

On historically black college 
campuses, band members are often 
given perks and treated like celeb-
rities.

“If you were in the band, it was 
like you were a superstar,” said 
Fontreia James, a piccolo player 
for three years in the marching 
band at Jackson State University in 
Mississippi. “People don’t come to 
the games to see the football team. 
People come to see the band.”

In the fall, halftime is game 
time for the band and fans at his-
torically black colleges, which are 
mostly in the South. The crowd 
cheers and applauds as the band 

high-steps out onto the field, danc-
ing and marching in sync in elabo-
rate formations, playing a variety 
of songs.

They do it week after week in 
heavy uniforms, holding instru-
ments in the blazing heat. Band 
nicknames are almost as well-
known as the school mascot: The 
Human Jukebox, The Sonic Boom 
of the South, and in Florida A&M’s 
case, The Marching 100.

Started in 1892 with fewer than 
20 instruments, The Marching 
100 has grown to over 400 mem-
bers and is regarded as a pioneer, 
performing at Super Bowls, the 
Grammys and presidential inaugu-
rations. The band even represented 
the U.S. in Paris at the 200th anni-
versary of the French Revolution.

The most revered members are 
the drum majors. They are as popu-
lar on campus as a star quarterback 
would be at other colleges. Florida 
A&M has several drum majors, 
including Robert Champion, who 
died Nov. 19 after he collapsed on a 
charter bus just a few hours after a 
football game with a rival.

Authorities have still not said 
how the junior died, only that haz-
ing played a role. University Presi-
dent James Ammons referred to 
the student dismissals in a memo 
he sent earlier this week to the 
school’s board of trustees, but 
didn’t specify what they did, ac-
cording to a document obtained by 
The Associated Press on Thursday.

According to 911 tapes, Cham-
pion had vomit in his mouth the 

moments before he died and he 
couldn’t breathe.

Champion’s death was puzzling 
because of his high position within 
the band and because he was an 
upperclassman.

“Drum majors are always in the 
front, always in the limelight,” said 
Jermaine Culbreath, who was head 
drum major at Bethune-Cookman 
University last year. “Walking 
around campus, you have a lot of 
people speaking to you, saying they 
saw you on the field. Half the peo-
ple, you don’t even know who they 
are. You have alumni coming up to 
you, you have all these people who 
really appreciate what you do.”

The hierarchy within the band 
can get complex. Some members 

join a fraternity, Kappa Kappa Psi, 
founded on the campus of Okla-
homa State University in 1919 to 
serve college band programs. In-
strument section leaders also wield 
power in “mini-fraternities” within 
the band, according to Richard Si-
gal, a retired sociology professor at 
County College of Morris in Ran-
dolph, N.J.

Former FAMU clarinet player 
Ivery Luckey said he was paddled 
around 300 times and hospitalized 
in 1998 in order to join his section, 
called “The Clones.”

To perform on the field or at 
events, Luckey had to do whatever 
the older students told him to, said 
Sigal, who holds anti-hazing work-
shops at schools and was hired 

by Luckey’s attorneys in a lawsuit 
against the school.

One of the worst hazing cases 
occurred in 2001 and involved 
former FAMU band member Mar-
cus Parker, who suffered kidney 
damage because of a beating with 
a paddle. In 2008, two first-year 
French horn players in Southern 
University’s marching band were 
beaten so bad they had to be hos-
pitalized. A year later, 20 members 
of Jackson State University’s band 
were suspended after being ac-
cused of hazing.

Former state Sen. Al Lawson is 
a Florida A&M alumnus who was 
named to a university task force to 
look into Champion’s death, one of 
several investigations announced 
in the aftermath. Lawson said haz-
ing was difficult to deal with.

“They’re students, but they real-
ly kind of take over. The staff is too 
small,” Lawson said. “You’ve got to 
have some people to depend on to 
take care of 400, 500 people. As 
they get to senior status, they have 
a lot of power. These students really 
don’t think they’re doing anything 
wrong.”

Unlike hazing at some colleges, 
alcohol plays a lesser role at his-
torically black colleges and in the 
band, Jones said.

“They see going through this 
struggle, that has nothing to do 
with music obviously, but they see 
it as reaffirming of their dedication 
to the band, their dedication to 
their section, and a rite of passage,” 
Jones said. “It’s all about this very 

intense desire at that age to belong 
and be accepted. And it’s getting 
people killed and injured.”

There are perks for the band as 
a whole, too: charter buses with 
TVs, private cafeteria breakfasts 
before away games and a weekly 
allowance for entertainment.

The commitment begins long 
before classes start. During the 
summer, practices start before sun-
rise. Grueling outdoor workouts 
build strength and stamina and 
last more than an hour. Days and 
nights are spent together, forming 
a long-lasting bonds. The band be-
comes a second family.

“You looked out for your class-
mates,” said James, the Jackson 
State alumna. “I went to home-
coming last month. The people 
I came in the band with still can 
reminisce, talk about how things 
were when we were in the band.”

That bond creates a loyalty and 
protective culture that is hard to 
penetrate. Several current and for-
mer band members were reluctant 
to discuss hazing at their schools. 
While most acknowledged its ex-
istence, none said they considered 
themselves victims.

“When I look at some of these 
instances where people have been 
hurt, it really bothers me,” James 
said. “Most of the people that do 
that tend to be these rogue people. 
This had nothing to do with the 
band. You’re just a thug. You’re 
bringing yourself into the band, 
which removes the whole unity el-
ement.”

Rich tradition clouded by recent death of band member

A horse-drawn carriage carrying the casket of Florida A&M University band 
member Robert Champion is led by his fellow band members following 
his funeral service Wednesday in Decatur, Ga. His death is believed to be 
hazing related. 

AssociAted Press
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Collision Center

By Robyn Sanders
Reporter

The Baylor theater department 
has begun rehearsing for the spring 
production of “Dr. Jekyll and Mr. 
Hyde.” Master’s candidate Josiah 
Wallace, who is directing the pro-
duction, gave the Lariat some in-
sight into what the prospective 
audience can expect about this 
theatrical interpretation of Robert 
Louis Stevenson’s novel.

Question: What is different 
about this play than the novel?

Wallace: A variety of things. 
One of the things that’s great about 
doing a play that’s an adaptation of 
a piece of literature is that everyone 
knows something, right? Everyone 
has some kind of preconception 
about the story and what it’s about. 

The playwright for this, Jeffrey 
Hatcher, acknowledges that expec-
tation, but in a very postmodern 
way. [He] basically takes that ad-
aptation and exceeds your expec-
tation or changes the possibilities 
of what you think the story could 
mean or be about. And not being 
specific, either, in saying, ‘It’s about 
this,’ but kind of opening up the 
story to possible meanings, as op-
posed to [just]one.

We often think about Jekyll 
and Hyde in terms of good and 
evil, and that’s not what Stevenson 
wrote. Stevenson wrote a tale about 
a person who was normal and a 
person who was evil. Not a person 
who was good and evil.

Question: What about the 
character of Jekyll/Hyde is ap-
pealing to you?

Wallace: It’s obviously appeal-
ing to most people. I think the at-

traction probably stems from the 
knowledge that all of us do the 
thing we don’t want to do, right? I 
mean, in that way, it’s biblical. It’s 
talking in terms of sin, which is 
often associated with [Hyde], and 
grappling with it, and that’s what’s 
going on with Jekyll. 

In the original story, even, he 
is trying to rid himself of sin, or 
his sinful desires, and that is why 
Hyde is created. The thought pro-
cess behind the creation of him is, 
‘If I can isolate this being, maybe I 
can not be it. If I can isolate this be-
ing, I can not be who he is.’ And it 
doesn’t work out that way at all. But 
in terms of our fascination with it, 
I think it stems very much from 
this idea of us all recognizing that 
we want to do the things we think 
we should not, or that are morally 
problematic.

Question: What will the audi-
ence enjoy about this interpreta-
tion of the story?

Wallace: Hopefully, they will 
enjoy how the story is told and 
enjoy recognizing they don’t know 
the story. We want to take what 
people think they know and exceed 
it in ways they didn’t expect. 

Otherwise we’d just end up with 
a lot of caricatured, evil laughter 
and silliness. And the other end of 
that, in terms of take away, is peo-
ple grappling with their complicity 
in evil.

Question: What are some in-
teresting qualities of this play 
that the audience might not ex-
pect?

Wallace: There are eight ac-
tors in the show, but there’s about 
24 different roles that they play. A 
couple of them just play one role 

each, and the other six actors ba-
sically play the rest of the charac-
ters. So that transformation often 
occurs onstage. You’ll get to see 
them change from one character to 
another. 

The other thing about this play 
is that there’s 29 scenes that take 
place in 16 different locations, ba-
sically. So, again, there’s no realistic 
set. We don’t have a realistic back-
drop for each one of these loca-
tions.

Jekyll and Hyde aren’t played by 
one actor, they’re played by differ-
ent actors. 

And not only that, Hyde is not 
played by one actor, but it’s played 
by the rest of the actors. So through 
the course of the play, almost ev-
eryone . . . will embody Hyde at 
some time in the play, sometimes 
at the same time in the play.

Question: What aspects are 
you most looking forward to in 

directing and putting together 
this production?

Wallace: Well, we’ve already 
had two weeks of rehearsal, and 
it’s been good. Because of the cra-
zy amount of scene changes, we 
came up with a way to indicate 
those transitions and those locales 
through a couple of scenic units 
that move, so most of our rehears-
als of late have been a process of 
where do you move the units, how 

much do they move, who moves 
them and then how are they inter-
acted with. So that’s been a really 
good part of the process. 

I think I will certainly be glad 
when that’s over and it’s all inte-
grated into everyone’s knowledge 
of how to tell the story, and then, 
you know, my favorite part is when 
it really starts to come together.

Please send comments to lari-
at@baylor.edu.

Wallace divides ‘Dr. Jekyll and Mr.  Hyde’

Theatre Master’s candidate Josiah Wallace watches the progress being made by Theatre students on the set for his upcoming play on Thursday at The 
Theatre Building.

Matthew Mccarroll | lariat PhotograPher

By Rachel Ambelang
Staff Writer

After two successful plays this 
semester, Baylor’s theater depart-
ment has three more productions 
for students and faculty to look 
forward to in the spring.

Every year the students of the 
theater department put out five 
productions, two in the fall and 
three in the spring. This fall the 
department showcased the plays 
“Thoroughly Modern Millie” and 
“The Ruby Sunrise.”

In the spring the department 
will present “Dr. Jekyll and Mr. 
Hyde,” “Quartet with Grand Pi-
ano” and “A Midsummer Night’s 
Dream.”

Adaptations of Robert Louis 
Stevenson’s novella “Strange Case 
of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde” are 
present in almost every medium 
from comics to film. The story 
has inspired artists in all genres by 
causing its readers to wonder about 
the true nature of man.

Josiah Wallace will be directing 
“Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde.”

“As the play is an adaptation of 
a well known story, it must fulfill 
audience expectations while giving 
them just enough of the unexpect-
ed to be entertain and encourage 

them to think of the story in new 
ways,” Wallace said about Baylor 
Theatre’s spin on the classic tale. 

The Theatre department chose 
Jeffrey Hatcher’s theatrical adapta-
tion for their performance, which 
focuses more intently on Steven-
son’s analysis of the dark side of 
human nature. “Dr. Jekyll and Mr. 
Hyde” begins the spring season on 
Jan 31.

Opening on Feb 28 is the more 
unique production “Quartet with 
Grand Piano,” which is actually 
an anthology of short plays that is 
literally accompanied by the mu-
sic of a grand piano. The shorts of 
the night are “Little Airplanes of 
the Heart”, “The Trapeze Artist”, 
written by Baylor Alumni Mary 
Laws,“Johannes, Pytor, & Marge” 
and “Aftermath”, which was written 
by Thomas Ward, a Baylor Theatre 
professor.

The production is a diverse 
combination of plays that vary 
both from each other and Baylor’s 
past productions.

On the Baylor Theatre website, 
the play is described as, “new and 
contemporary short plays, bril-
liantly combined for an eclectic 
brand of story-telling.”

The piano pieces will play a ma-
jor role in the performances, creat-

ing an experience unlike anything 
else the theatre department has 
planned for this year.

The last play to cross the Bay-
lor’s stage this spring is “A Mid-
summer Night’s Dream.” One of 
Shakespeare’s more humorous 
classics, the majority of the story 
takes place in a woodland inhab-
ited a band of Athenian actors busy 
rehearsing a play that they hope to 
perform for the duke of Athens at 
his wedding. 

Also in the woods is a group of 
fairies who are preparing for their 
own wedding. In addition to this, 
there four young Athenians tan-
gled in their own lover’s web. The 
story sees comedic events occur 
as the different groups cross paths 
throughout the play.

San Antonio junior Vinnie Yan-
ga talked about how excited he was 
to see this play specifically.

“I’ll definitely be going to ‘A 
Midsummer Night’s Dream.’ I’ve 
always been a big fan of Shake-
speare’s plays, and I think our the-
atre program will do a really good 
job with it,” Yanga said.

“A Midsummer Night’s Dream” 
is one of Shakespeare’s most be-
loved productions, and will mark 
the end to the 2012 spring season 
on April 23.

Theatre presents three plays McClatchy-TribuneFUN TIMES Answers at www.baylorlariat.com

Across
1 Family nickname
5 Turkeys
10 Together, in scores
14 Say and mean
15 “Star Wars” name
16 Locks that are hard to man-
age
17 Shed tool
18 Restraints to prevent the eat-
ing of forbidden fruit?
20 “Who am __ judge?”
21 ID theft target
22 Eastern faith
23 Crooned while tipsy?
26 Sleep: Pref.
28 Present in court
29 Resistant to punches?
32 Officiate
34 Word often ignored in alpha-
betizing
35 Golfs, e.g.
36 Scary place to pray?
40 Thickness
42 Wide size
43 Big-league
44 Actor Holbrook under the 
weather?
48 Island mentioned in the 
Beach Boys’ “Kokomo”
52 At __: in one go
53 Underwater menace?
55 Doha resident
58 Patience-virtue link
59 Regulus’s constellation
60 Rooster that doesn’t wake 
you up?
62 End of school?
63 Rhode Island senator for 
whom an education grant is 
named
64 Struggling with
65 Community service org.
66 Escaped
67 “Then ...”
68 One good at takeoffs

Down
1 Model/actress Berenson
2 Online image
3 Vietnam’s __ Delta
4 Exist
5 Met villains, perhaps
6 Round gaskets
7 McKinley, e.g.: Abbr.
8 Leader
9 Junior-to-be
10 Key related to C
11 Cop’s order
12 Thus far
13 Twisting shape
19 Struggle with sassafras?
21 Absolute
24 Sage
25 Restaurant pots
27 They might happen
30 “The Motorcycle Diaries” 
subject

31 McCain : Palin :: Dole : __
33 Went up
36 One of seven in this clue
37 Casual “Sure”
38 Italian luxury label
39 Legendary accounts
40 Free TV ad
41 Strong finish?
45 Younger, as a sister
46 Play-of-color gem
47 Camera store choices
49 Tanning booth item, briefly
50 “The Devil’s Dictionary” 
author
51 12-time All-Star Roberto
54 Invite as one’s date for
56 Self-titled 2000s sitcom
57 Self-assured statement
60 Basker’s abbr.
61 A little off
62 One-named R&B singer
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By Jessica Foreman
Reporter

The Historic Waco Foundation 
has many holiday events lined up 
this year, and are asking all who want 
to “share the spirit of the season” to 
attend. Annually, the foundation 
puts together an annual Christmas 
parade, as well as hosts the Christ-
mas on the Brazos decorated house 
museum tours.

The Christmas Parade takes 
place in downtown Waco, and be-
gins at 6 p.m. today. Decorated floats 

from local businesses and organiza-
tions will brighten Austin Avenue 
with Christmas lights.

Historic tours of four Waco 
houses, built between 1858-1874, are 
now open to the public, and tours 
are scheduled for this evening, Sun-
day and the weekend of Dec. 10 and 
11. Three of the houses are located 
downtown along Fourth Street, and a 
fourth house fronts onto Martin Lu-
ther King Drive. The cost for single 
tours are $5 and tickets are $15 for all 
tours of the weekend.

A new addition to this tradition-

al event is the first Holiday Showcase 
House. Local designers have been 
invited to decorate a room or two to 
showcase their finest creativity and 
knack for design. 

The decoration within the room 
will be available for purchase to the 
public, and a special candlelight tour 
will take place from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. 
on Dec. 10.

For more information on holi-
day activities hosted by the His-
toric Waco Foundation please visit: 
http://www.historicwaco.org/events/
christmas-on-the-brazos/.

Waco Christmas Parade features lights, museums
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TOWER HEIST [PG13]  
300   925
J. EDGAR [R] 1205  1205   
520   815
JACK AND JILL [PG] 
1110  120  330  540   750  
1000
IMMORTALS 2D  [R] 
1100  125  400  735 1000
PUSS IN BOOTS 2D 
[PG]  1055  100  305  510  
715  920
IMMORTALS 2D [R] 1100   
350   840  
HAPPY FEET 2D [PG]  
1125   200   450   710   940
HUGO 2D [PG]  1155   225   
515   800
ARTHUR CHRISTMAS 
2D [PG]  11040   1255   325   
545   800   1015

THE MUPPETS 2D [PG]  
1105   1150   130   215   355   
440   620   705   845   935
TWILIGHT SAGA: 
BREAKING DAWN 
PART 1 [PG13] 1045   
1045   1130   1200   1255   
135   205   235   335   425   
510   540   610   715   750   
845   930   1005   1030

*UPCHARGE for all 3D films

*** IN DIGITAL 3D! ***

HAPPY FEET 3D [PG]   
1050   105  320  535   810  1025 
PUSS IN BOOTS 3D [PG]   
1055   305   720 
IMMORTALS 3D [R]   
125   615
ARTHUR CHRISTMAS 3D 
[PG]  125   615
HUGO 3D [PG]  1250   345   
725   1010

Get  a rewards card and earn FREE ITEMS!

All showtimes subject to change.

HOUSING

• 254-710-3407 •  

AVAILABLE JANUARY 2012!  
ONE BR UNITS!  Close to 
campus, affordable.  Rent 
starting at $350.  Knotty 
Pine, Driftwood, and Cypress 
Point Apartments.  Call 754-
4834.

Woodway area room for rent. 
Utilities paid. $800 month. 
744-4533

Home for rent! BARGAIN 
SUB LEASE for spring semes-
ter! Perfect Location! Short 
walk to campus! (east side) 
Charming 2-1 home with big 
yard at 412 University. Refrig-
erator, Washer and Dryer. Cen-
tral heat and air. Only $695 
for the spring semester, longer 
term leases available. Pets ok 
with deposit. Call Rick at 214-
207-5002

For Rent: AVAILABLE JAN 
2012, 5BR/5BA. 595 per 
room plus utilities. 908 Spei-
ght. For Rent: 1200 sq ft 
Guest House 950 month 908 
Speight 512-751-8254 Schedule your

Classified Ad
today!

Just call
(254) 710-3407.  

It’s
 Easy!

Sublease: 1 bedroom avail-
able for spring 2012 at Island 
Condominiums on the brazos. 
$305 per month. call (210-
643-8796)

Week 13                 
Tyler Alley
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Krista Pirtle
Sports Writer

Daniel Wallace
Sports Writer

Philadelphia at Seattle Eagles Eagles Eagles

Carolina at Tampa Bay Panthers Buccaneers Panthers

Cincinnati at Pittsburgh Steelers Steelers Bengals

Atlanta at Houston Texans Falcons Falcons

NY Jets at Washington Jets Jets Jets

Indianapolis at New England Patriots Patriots Patriots

Oakland at Miami Dolphins Raiders Raiders

Denver at Minnesota Broncos Broncos Broncos

Tennessee at Buffalo Titans Bills Bills

Kansas City at Chicago Bears Bears Bears

Baltimore at Cleveland Ravens Browns Ravens

Dallas at Arizona Cowboys Cowboys Cowboys

Green Bay at NY Giants Packers Giants Packers

St. Louis at San Francisco 49ers Rams 49ers

Detroit at New Orleans Saints Saints Saints

San Diego at Jacksonville Chargers Chargers Chargers

Week 12: 14-2 5-11 11-5
Season: 104-56 79-81 104-56

Men’s 
basketball 
winter 
schedule

The Lariat ceases to publish 
during the winter break, but 
men’s basketball continues play-
ing. Here is Baylor’s schedule 
from now until conference play 
begins in January.

@ Northwestern
Evanston, Ill.
3 p.m. Sunday

Bethune-Cookman
Ferrell Center
7 p.m. Dec. 14

@ BYU
Provo, Utah
1 p.m. Dec. 17

Paul Quinn
Ferrell Center
7 p.m. Dec. 19

Saint Mary’s
Las Vegas, Nev.
9:30 p.m. Dec. 22

West Virgina
Las Vegas, Nev.
8 p.m. Dec. 23

Mississippi State
Dallas
8 p.m. Dec. 28

Women’s 
basketball 
winter 
schedule

As with the men, the Lady 
Bears continue playing through 
the winter break, including one 
game at a prominent location 
and one against the reigning 
NCAA champion. Here is Bay-
lor’s schedule from now until 
conference play begins in Janu-
ary.

@ Minnesota
Minneapolis, Minn.
1 p.m. Sunday

Milwaukee
Ferrell Center
7 p.m. Thursday

St. John’s
Madison Square Garden
10 a.m. Dec. 11

Connecticut
Ferrell Center
7:30 p.m. Dec. 18

McNeese State
Ferrell Center
7 p.m. Dec. 21

Mississippi Valley State
Ferrell Center
7 p.m. Dec. 30

By Kristie Rieken
Associated Press

Mike Sherman was fired as Tex-
as A&M’s coach Thursday after the 
Aggies finished the regular season 
a disappointing 6-6.

Athletic Director Bill Byrne an-
nounced the move in a statement.

Sherman went 25-25 in his four 
seasons. He was hired at the end 
of the 2007 season three days after 
Dennis Franchione resigned.

His best and only winning sea-
son came last year when the Aggies 
won their last six regular-season 
games and lost in the Cotton Bowl 
to finish 9-4.

“I appreciate Coach Sherman’s 
selfless service to Texas A&M as 
our head football coach and his 
tireless efforts in building lead-
ers of character,” Byrne said in the 
statement. “He is truly one of the 
great offensive minds in football, 
both collegiate and professional, 
and I know that he has much to 
offer the game of football in the 
future.”

Byrne said he will talk with the 
assistant coaches to decide who 
will serve as the interim coach for 
Texas A&M’s bowl game. He also 
hopes to meet with the team and 
remaining staff Friday.

Texas A&M is moving from the 
Big 12 to the Southeastern Confer-
ence next year.

The Aggies entered this season 
with 18 returning starters, a top 10 
ranking and were expected to con-
tend for the Big 12 championship 
and be a factor in the national title 
hunt.

Instead they lost early games 
to Oklahoma State and Arkansas 
after holding double-digit halftime 
leads to fall to 2-2.

They won three in a row after 
their first skid, but a three game 
losing streak, which included two 
overtime losses, ensured the Ag-
gies of a mediocre season. The low 
point of the season came when 
Texas A&M ended their more than 
century-old rivalry with Texas with 
a 27-25 loss at home on Thanksgiv-
ing.

At times, Sherman seemed to 
be grasping for ways to deal the 
team as the close losses piled up. 
Four of their six defeats were by a 
combined 10 points, including a 
53-50 four-overtime loss to Kansas 
State.

“I’ve never experienced a sea-
son like this and I don’t plan on 
experiencing a season like it again,” 
Sherman said after the loss to Tex-
as. “This was a very difficult season 
to swallow. We have good kids, 
they work hard, but for whatever 
reason the ball bounced funny for 
us sometimes, and we didn’t make 
the play when we need to make it 
to win the games we didn’t.”

Sherman came to Texas A&M 
after spending two seasons as an 
assistant head coach with the NFL’s 
Houston Texans. It was his first 
college job since he worked as an 
assistant with the Aggies from 
1995-96.

After leaving A&M he worked 
as an assistant with Green Bay and 
Seattle before becoming the Pack-
ers’ coach in 2000. Green Bay went 
59-43 under Sherman and won 
three NFC North titles in his six 
seasons, but he was fired after the 
Packers finished 4-12 in 2005.

The change gives the Aggies a 
chance for a fresh start when they 
move into the SEC next season. 
They end their time in the Big 12 
after a decade filled mostly with 
disappointing finishes. The team 
had more than seven wins just 
twice since 2002.

A&M fires 
coach after 
mediocre 
season

By Krista Pirtle
Sports Writer

Most of the attention this sea-
son has been on the athletes who 
move the football up the field.

What people forget is who of-
ficially starts out with the ball, se-
nior center Philip Blake.

“I don’t get the ball unless Phil-
ip Blake snaps me the ball,” junior 
quarterback Robert Griffin III said. 
“If he doesn’t feel like snapping 
me the ball, we’re just not going 
play offense. If those guys aren’t up 
there, taking care of business, then 
we don’t succeed.”

This 6-foot-3, 320-pound an-
chor for the front line has stepped 
up to fill the roll of center after 
starting at right tackle his sopho-
more season.

After J.D. Walton graduated 
and was drafted by the Denver 
Broncos, Blake shifted over to an-
chor the line at his current posi-
tion.

“It was good my first year and 
a little rough,” Blake said. “The de-
fense is a lot closer when you play 
center than tackle.”

Blake’s hard work to make this 
adjustment has gotten him some 
attention on the national level as 
he is up for the Rimington Trophy.

“It’s good to be notified on the 
watch list,” Blake said. “So I will 
just keep playing hard and see if I 
can try and win it.”

His trip to Waco is longer than 
most, being a native of Toronto, 
Ontario.

“The cold sucks but it’s good for 
a little change,” Blake said. “When 
I first came here, I was thankful for 
no more winters, and then I got 
into the heat and was like oh my 
gosh please cold weather. Other 
than that it’s all right.”

The heat was not the only thing 
standing in the way of success for 
Blake.

Others were trying to steer him 
away from the game he loves.

“I never gave up,” Blake said. 
“I was told to stop playing and do 
something else. I was like no, I like 
playing sports. So I guess my per-
sistence helps.”

That persistence not only helps 
him individually; it also sets the 
bar high for the guys on his right 
and his left.

 “They are playing physical, 
playing tough, playing aggressive, 
playing with passion,” Baylor head 
coach Art Briles said. “That’s what 
we ask. When they click up front, 
we’re going to click as an offense. 
They’re everything. They make ev-
erything happen.”

Baylor has been seen as a pass-
ing-only team with the cannon 
Griffin III has for arm.

This season the Bears have 
struck and stunned from the 
ground, due to the hard work of 
the front line. Thus far, Baylor has 
racked up 2,390 total rush yards.

“The thing I love about our of-
fensive line starts with the center 

position, Philip Blake,” head coach 
Art Briles said. “He is not a kid, he 
is not a guy, he is a man. He turned 
26 years old the other day. He is 
a man. We have a man up there 
touching the ball every time we 
take a snap. We have a man con-
trolling our huddle with those O-
linemen. We have a man dictating 
the mentality of our football team 
up front. That is an advantage.”

Griffin III made a deal with his 
line; every game he isn’t sacked, he 
makes beignets for his front five.

“He makes beignets so they’re 
really good,” Blake said. “The 
coaches don’t like it because there 
is powdered sugar on it. We always 
make him come upstairs and cook 
those on Sundays. They taste pretty 
good.”

For his last home game in the 
Baylor green and gold, Blake will 
be nose to nose against the top de-
fense in the conference, Texas, at 
2:30 p.m. Saturday at Floyd Casey 
Stadium.

Blake’s journey crossed borders, positions

Sandusky’s lawyer: No plea for former coach
By John P. Martin

McClatchy Newspapers

Jerry Sandusky’s lawyer on 
Thursday dismissed as “completely 
unfounded” suggestions that the 
former football coach may consid-
er pleading guilty to charges that 
he molested at least eight boys.

“Jerry and I have had no dis-
cussions about any sort of deal in 
his case,” Joseph Amendola said. 
“He has always maintained his in-
nocence and continues to do so 
as we prepare for his preliminary 
hearing.”

Amendola issued the statement 
after the Harrisburg Patriot-News 
quoted him saying that Sandusky, 
the former defensive coordinator 
at Pennsylvania State University, 
might consider a plea deal “if more 
allegations come forth and Jerry 
gets to the point where he real-
izes fighting against more than the 
original allegations might be a real 

uphill battle.”
Amendola said his remarks 

were in response to a hypothetical 
question as to how his legal strat-
egy might change if 15 or 20 more 
accusers came forward.

“My answer to the ‘what-if ’ 
question was analogous to say-
ing, if weather forecasters were 
predicting a blizzard next week, 
which they are not, I would have 
to at least consider the possibility 
of postponing my scheduled trip to 
Philadelphia,” Amendola said. “Of 
course, I’d have to reconsider the 
trip under those circumstances, 
just as I would have to discuss with 
Jerry all the possible alternatives 
in his case if the (Attorney Gen-
eral’s Office) were to file additional 
charges.”

Prosecutors have not added 
charges or confirmed the existence 
of more alleged victims since San-
dusky’s Nov. 5 arrest. But lawyers 
and others familiar with the in-

vestigation say reports about the 
case have spurred more accusers to 
come forward.

One is a 29-year-old man in 
Philadelphia who on Wednesday 
filed the first lawsuit against San-
dusky, Penn State, and the Second 
Mile, Sandusky’s charity for under-
privileged boys, where prosecutors 
say he targeted several of his al-
leged victims.

That plaintiff, identified in 
court papers as John Doe A, said 
the former coach molested him 
more than 100 times between 1992 
and 1996. His lawyer, Jeff Ander-
son, said the man reported the 
allegations to law enforcement au-
thorities this week.

Attorneys from at least three 
other firms claim to be represent-
ing potential victims of Sandusky. 
They include Philadelphia-area 
lawyers Mark J. Boni and Slade H. 
McLaughlin; State College lawyer 
Andrew Shubin; and Harrisburg 

lawyer Ben Andreozzi.
On Thursday, Andreozzi said 

he had reached a settlement with 
the Second Mile that would pre-
vent it from selling assets or closing 
without a court order and notify-
ing potential victims.

The Second Mile confirmed the 
settlement, noting that it didn’t in-
clude any findings of liabilities. In a 
statement, the foundation also said 
it was continuing to operate all of 
its programs.

“This settlement will preserve 
the assets of the Second Mile and 
allow these victims to have a voice 
before any assets are transferred,” 
Andreozzi said.

He said he and lawyer Jeffrey 
Fritz planned to file a lawsuit for at 
least two potential victims.

Also Thursday, Penn State an-
nounced it would donate $1.5 
million for a partnership with two 
organizations that run sex-assault 
prevention and response programs.
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Learn. Lead. Serve.

Congratulations and Welcome
 

To the many pre-nursing students  
who will be transitioning to the  

Louise Herrington School of Nursing,
we congratulate you on your hard 

work and we welcome you  
to the Dallas campus!

Learn More at www.baylor.edu/nursing or 214.820.3361

Football faces ’Horns hoping to cap off historic season

Bowl projections have Baylor’s postseason position still up in the air
By Laurean Love

Reporter

College football’s regular sea-
son is coming to an end, and bowl 
projections are starting to surface.

Baylor football has been pro-
jected to play at the Valero Alamo 
Bowl, the Insight Bowl or the 
Bridgepoint Education Holiday 
Bowl depending on the result of 
the Texas game Saturday.

Rivals.com has projected that 
if Baylor finishes the season as Big 
12 No. 3 it will play at the Alamo 
Bowl against the Pac-12’s No. 2 
team, which is now projected to 
be Washington, at 9 p.m. Dec. 29 
in San Antonio. The Bears will end 
the season 9-3, ranking third in the 
Big 12, if they are victorious this 

weekend against Texas and Okla-
homa loses to Oklahoma State.

“We look for most competitive 
matchup. The one that is best for 
fans, and the best one for the TV 
audience,” Rick Hill, vice president 
of marketing for the Alamo Bowl, 
said.

Hill said the Alamo Bowl’s 
choice had come down to three 
teams: the loser of the Oklahoma 
State-Oklahoma game, the win-
ner of the Texas-Baylor game, and 
Kansas State. 

The number of Big 12 teams 
that qualify for a BCS bowl will 
also have an effect. The AT&T Cot-
ton Bowl gets first pick of the non-
BCS Big 12 teams. Hill also said a 
team like Baylor  brings a lot to the 
table for the Alamo Bowl.

“Anytime you have a team with 
such huge upswing, it’s great. [Bay-
lor] has a star player visible since 
the first game against TCU in RG3. 
He has re-emerged with the Okla-
homa win. The whole team, Coach  
[Art] Briles, the win streak. On a 
whim, I would say they could be 
a top 15 team [in the BCS stand-
ings]. And they bring an energized 
fan base.”

ESPN.com, however, has pro-
jected that if Baylor finishes the 
season as Big 12 No. 4 it will play at 
the Insight Bowl against the Big 10 
No. 4 or 5, now projected to be ei-
ther Iowa or Penn State, at 10 p.m. 
Dec. 30 in Tempe, Ariz. Baylor 
should end the season as the Big 12 
No. 4 team if the Bears win against 
Texas and Oklahoma wins as well.

CBSSports.com, meanwhile, 
has projected that if Baylor finishes 
the season as No. 5 Big 12 team, 
it will play at the Holiday Bowl 
against the No. 3 Pac-12 team, who 
is now projected to be California, 
at 8 p.m. on Dec. 28 in San Diego, 
Calif. The Bears will finish 8-4 
as the Big 12 No. 5 if they lose to 
Texas.

“If we are fortunate enough to 
get Baylor in our football game, 
they have such an exciting brand of 
football and tremendous fans, we 
would be very happy to welcome 
the Baylor football team and all 
of their fans to San Diego,” Mark 
Neville, associate executive direc-
tor/director of communications 
for the Holiday Bowl, said. “Since 
our affiliation with the Big 12 start-

ed in 1998, Baylor is a school that 
we always thought would be very 
fun to have here in San Diego be-
cause we know their fans are loyal 
and the team has played at such an 
improved level that their fans are 
excited and we would love to cap-
ture that excitement and bring it all 
out here.”

Although none of the bowls has 
been picked yet, Baylor has quali-
fied to return to a bowl game for 
the second year in a row for the 
first time since the Sun Bowl in 
1991 and the Alamo Bowl in 1992. 

Each bowl has two conferences 
from which it may pick its two 
teams. 

The winner of the Big 12 will 
play in the Tostitos Fiesta Bowl. 
The AT&T Cotton Bowl gets the 

next pick out of the Big 12.
The remaining bowls that will 

choose a Big 12 team rank in the 
following order: the Valero Alamo 
Bowl, the Insight Bowl, the Bridge-
point Education Holiday Bowl, the 
Texas Bowl and the New Era Pin-
stripe Bowl.

The bowls do not have to in-
vite the school with the next best 
record, and invited schools do not 
have to accept the bowl’s invitation.

After Baylor and all of the other 
college football teams finish their 
regular season, bowls will begin 
choosing who they would like to 
invite to their bowl. 

The announcement of bowl po-
sitions will come at 8 p.m. Sunday 
on ESPN as part of their bowl se-
lection show. 

No. 10 quarterback Robert Griffin III fakes a handoff to No. 24 running back Terrance Ganaway on Saturday at 
Cowboys Stadium in Dallas. Baylor beat Texas Tech 66-42.

Meagan Downing | Lariat PhotograPher

By Tyler Alley
Sports Editor

The 2011 Bears have produced 
a lot of firsts for Baylor and look to 
make a few more against Texas at 
2:30 p.m. Saturday at Floyd Casey 
Stadium.

No. 17 Baylor is looking for its 
first nine-win season since 1986, 
its first five-game win streak since 
the 1991 season, and its first sea-
son with six conference wins since 
1986 when it was still in the South-
west Conference. Baylor also looks 
for its third perfect home record in 
FCS history.

“It’s big,” junior quarterback 
Robert Griffin III said. “You want 
to protect your house, and that’s 
what we’ve been doing, and we 
plan on doing that again this week. 
A lot of the seniors are talking; they 
want that tarp to come off. Baylor 
nation, fill up the stands so we can 
take it off. I haven’t seen it since I’ve 
been here. I know they haven’t.”

Griffin was not the only player 
looking for the fans to fill up the 
stands Saturday. Senior receiver 
Kendall Wright said he would like 
to see those extra seats filled up, as 
this is his and the other seniors’ fi-
nal game at Floyd Casey.

“It’s our last game in Floyd 
Casey,” Wright said. “It’s really go-
ing to be emotional, but we just 
want to win. If we get the last win 
against Texas in Floyd Casey, that’ll 
be great. When we have the fans 
like that, getting better every week 
and staying loud and us getting 
better as a team, it just helps.”

No. 22 Texas comes into Waco 
after a last-minute 27-25 win over 
Texas A&M on Thanksgiving at 
College Station.

The Longhorn offense is not 
as potent as in years past, as they 
run a two-quarterback system with 
freshman David Ash and sopho-
more Case McCoy. 

“It’s just like preparing for two 
running backs,” senior inside line-
backer Elliot Coffey said. “You’ve 
got to see their styles. You’ve got 
to understand what they like to do 
most. We just have to watch film 
and prepare for those things. “ 

The Texas passing game ranks 
96th in the nation. 

The rushing game has proved 
to be much better, ranking 20th 
in the nation due to the success of 
freshman Malcolm Brown and the 
corps of running backs.

Texas’ true strength this year 
is its defense, which ranks first in 

yards allowed and points allowed.
“Oh they are good,” head coach 

Art Briles said. “They are really 
good. They have got good people. 
They don’t recruit, they choose. 
And they have chosen good people 
over the past two years. They have 
got good schemes, and they are 
playing with a lot of confidence. 
It’s a great matchup. It is a great 
matchup for college football.”

With the game being televised 
on ABC, Briles said the national 
stage will help Griffin’s Heisman 
candidacy, but he said Griffin had 
the team in mind.

“Robert will be the first to sit 
here and tell you that if he throws 
eight passes and completes two 
and we win the football game, he 
is going to be extremely happy.” 
Briles said. “That is the way Robert 
is. He is team first. Big we, little me 
is the way I like to put it. He is team 
first all of the way.”

Texas linebacker Keenan Rob-
inson told the media he does not 
think Griffin will win the Heisman 
because he not faced the caliber of 
defense of Texas yet. 

Griffin shrugged the comment 
off on media day, but he has the 
chance to prove Robinson wrong 
come Saturday.
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very nicely and we were able to 
make the arrest on them.”

Doak said students should try 
to always be with a friend when go-
ing places, especially at night. 

“We don’t want people to feel 
this is an unsafe area right now,” 
Doak said. “[Students should] be 
vigilant and be mindful of people 
approaching you don’t recognize 
or don’t know.”

With Christmas break quickly 
approaching, many students will 
be leaving for an extended period 
of time, which could possibly leave 
homes and apartments susceptible 
to burglaries. Doak said a radio left 
on inside could serve as a simple 
deterrent to possible burglars. 

“A radio left on is going to send 
the message that somebody might 
be in there, and burglars don’t like 
to go into places that are occupied,” 
Doak said. 

In the event students are at 
home while a possible burglary is 
taking place, Doak said occupants 
should make a lot of noise, in an 
attempt to deter the burglar, and 
immediately dial 911 or call Baylor 
Police. 

Doak stressed the importance 
of contacting the police immedi-
ately after a crime occurs. 

“To us, the biggest concern is 
that students delay in calling [po-
lice] for some reason,” Doak said. 
“It is hard for us to understand the 
delay because it greatly hurts the 
chances of us finding the perpetra-
tor.”

Doak said students should not 
hesitate to contact Baylor Police, 
at 254-710-2222, in the event of an 
emergency, since they can often re-
spond to crimes in the area around 
campus quicker than city police. 

“Our response time is going to 
be two to three times faster than 
Waco [Police},” Doak said. 

Doak said Baylor Police contin-
ue to heavily patrol the area around 
campus and investigate the recent 
robberies, along with Waco Police. 

“Waco police is making contact 
with the victims and trying to turn 
over any stone that may give clues 
to who the perpetrators are,” Doak 
said.  

Sargeant Patrick Swanton of 
the Waco Police Department said 
there are no new leads in the cases.

SAFETY from Page 1

prefix so the courses wouldn’t be 
social work or engineering, they 
would be poverty classes, but 
the university wouldn’t do that,” 
Singletary said.

This has not deterred interest in 
the program, however, Yancey said.

“We already have seen some 
[interested] out of philosophy. We 
have some from religion,” Yancey 
said. “It’s not contingent on any 
one group.” 

2010 alumna Katie Yocham, 
who now works as a grassroots 
organizer at the Texas Hunger 
Initiative said she took enough 
classes to have earned this minor 
had it been offered at the time.

“My perspective on poverty at 
that point was from my personal 
experiences,” Yocham said. “This 
was the first time that I really 
had more of an educational 
background in it.”

Yocham said the 
interdisciplinary nature of the 
classes was beneficial, giving her an 
education to go with her personal 
experiences.

“You don’t look at poverty just 
from one angle. You really get to go 
at it from all different perspectives,” 
Yocham said. “You also get to look 
at specifics and focus on a certain 
issue of poverty if you want. It gives 
you a pretty good general picture 

of what’s going on around poverty 
in all different areas.”

Yocham said having this 
educational base has helped in 
her work at the Texas Hunger 
Initiative.

“Something as vast, complicated 
and complex as poverty takes a lot 
of learning and a lot of trial and 
error [in the workplace],” Yocham 
said. “You have to know what 
you’re talking about. You can’t just 
pull from personal experiences 
that you’ve had to convince 
people of something. Not only 
has [the education] affected how 
I am working with these people 
in this organization, but it’s also 

encouraged me to continue to 
work in areas of poverty.”

For those who do not want to 
pursue careers in issues of poverty 
and social justice, Singletary said 
the program can provide a deeper 
awareness of these issues.

“After Steppin’ Out, or the 
summer mission projects, students 
are always saying, ‘Well, we got to 
work with poor people, but how do 
we really change the system?’ And 
I think that’s a part that motivated 
us to [create the minor] — wanting 
to educate students to be able to 
change systems to address poverty.”

Singletary said the minor brings 
together faculty and students 

to study the issues surrounding 
poverty in a more immersive way.

“There had been a couple of 
research projects where students 
had been able to work together 
on different areas of poverty,” 
Singletary said. “You know, 
students could always take one 
or two classes that would address 
these issues, but to have a whole 
curriculum where students could 
work together across majors [has 
been] something that we’ve been 
dreaming of for several years.”

For a detailed look at the 
poverty studies and social justice 
minor, students can visit www.
baylor.edu/student_life.

POVERTY from Page 1

AUCTION from Page 1

it’s going to such a worthy cause,” 
Ashley Parker, treasurer and for-
mer justice of Phi Alpha Delta, 
said. 

Phi Alpha Delta and Baylor law 
students have been involved with 
CASA for several years, but last 
year was the first event they hosted 
of this scale. Both Parker and Red-
ding were on the committee that 
organized the first Baylor Law 
School Faculty Auction. 

The committee wanted to have 
more students involved in helping 
area children lost in the legal sys-
tem. 

“We were trying to come up 
with a good fundraiser that would 
spur a sense of community be-
tween students and faculty,” Parker 
said.

According to those involved, 
the reaction of the law school fac-
ulty was enthusiastic. This helped 
the first auction raise close to 
$2,800, with the highest single bid 
at $430. 

This year’s preliminary bid-
ding has already netted more than 
$2,000 and the organizers are opti-
mistic about the live auction. 

The organizers hope that if this 
year’s auction is successful enough, 
Baylor will follow the example 
of institutions like Harvard Law 
School and make it a tradition so 
generations of young Baylor law-
yers can start making the world a 
better place before they ever take a 
client.

seeking funding. 
The current delay in the 

process, she said, is a result of the 
funding from the Center for Jewish 
Studies falling through.

One of Ellis’s attorneys, David 
McCall, spoke on behalf of Ellis 
and said the Jewish studies center 
still has the funding, and was 
prevented by the university from 
transferring it to the Academy for 
Leader Development and Civic 
Engagement.

“I believe the comment from 
Baylor University was there was a 
lack of funding,” McCall said. “The 

funding was there with the institute 
and they were more than willing to 
transfer the funds so the program 
could be carried out, and they were 
stopped from doing that.”

Multiple calls to the Center for 
Jewish Studies went unreturned.

University spokesperson Lori 
Fogleman, director of media 
relations, would not confirm 
whether Ellis is still the director 
for the Center of Jewish Studies 
or whether any of his privileges 
as director have been removed 
as a result of the charges brought 
against him.

“His status with the university 
is that he is employed by Baylor,” 
Fogleman said. “Right now we are 
going through a process and we 
are committed to protecting the 
integrity of that process and the 
confidentiality of that process.”

According to Baylor’s course 
listings, Ellis is teaching no classes 
in the fall 2011 or spring 2012 
semesters.

Ellis has yet to make public 
the nature of the charges brought 
against him, although he has 
said the charges are for violating 
university policies that are 

selectively enforced, leading him 
to believe the motivation behind 
them is to silence his voice of 
Jewish dissent to the state of Israel, 
among other positions.

The university has denied 
the charges have anything to do 
with restricting Ellis’ academic 
freedom, as the faculty dismissal 
policy does not include holding 
particular academic opinions as 
grounds for dismissing a tenured 
faculty member.

Ellis and his attorneys have 
until Dec. 8 to respond to the 
charges, Fogleman said.
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By Stacy A. Anderson
Associated Press

 First dog Bo is upstaging the 
Christmas decorations at the 
White House this holiday season.

The Obamas’ Portuguese water 
dog is in almost every room of the 
public tour, ranging from a minia-
ture licorice and marshmallow ver-
sion to a felt design 4½-feet tall.

First lady Michelle Obama wel-
comed military families to the first 
viewing of the 2011 decorations on 
Wednesday. “Shine, Give, Share” is 
the theme for the Obama family’s 
third Christmas in the mansion.

Several decorations honor 
military families including a 

Gold Star Families Tree with 
ceramic gold ornaments carrying 
personalized messages by families. 

Tour visitors can also create 
handwritten notes for the troops.

The usual centerpiece of 
Christmas at the White House is 
the official tree, an 18½-feet tall 
balsam fir in the Blue Room. 

The tree is decorated with 
holiday cards created by military 
children, medals, badges and 
patches from all the military 
branches.

“I want to thank all of the 
troops, all of our veterans and all of 
our military families,” Mrs. Obama 
said at the unveiling. “Your service 
and sacrifice inspire us all.”

The Red Room features 
fruit, foliage and flowers set in 
pepperberry- and cranberry-
covered vases and a 9½-inch tall 
Bo replica made of buttons.

Denver caterer and event 
planner David Bondarchuck, 
who designed the Green Room 
decorations, said he wanted to 
enhance the “simple beauty” of the 
room. “I didn’t want to overdo it,” 
he said. The room was decorated 
with various hues of green with a 
bit of “sparkle and shine” including 
pine cones, twigs, and clear and 
silver ornaments, he said.

The family dog, Bo, made a 
special appearance in the State 
Dining Room as military children 

created holiday ornaments and 
decorated cookies with the White 
House chefs Cristeta Comerford 
and Bill Yosses, and White House 
florist Laura Dowling.

Mrs. Obama drew a laugh 
from the crowd when she said 
Bo, “the most famous member 
of the Obama family,” has been 
a little confused walking around 
the house and seeing himself in 
“gigantic form.”

A total of 37 Christmas trees and 
a 400-pound White House made 
of gingerbread, white chocolate 
and marzipan also decorate the 
executive mansion. Some of the 
handcrafted decorations are made 
of paper, felt and recycled cans.

Seeing green and red in the White House


	LAR_1202_A01c
	LAR_1202_A02B
	LAR_1202_A03c
	LAR_1202_A04b
	LAR_1202_A05c
	LAR_1202_A06b
	LAR_1202_A07b
	LAR_1202_A08b
	LAR_1202_A09b
	LAR_1202_A10b

