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Hello HESA GSA members, alumni, and friends,
 It’s hard to believe that HESA GSA only celebrated its first year as 
a chartered organization on March 25 of this year.  The work done by 
officers and members prior to our charter date and the achievements in 
the past year have built us into the organization we are today.  Therefore, 
I first would like to thank everyone who had some part in establishing and 
contributing to the fulfillment of our group’s mission.  We could not have 
accomplished so much in so little time without unwavering support from 
past members and strong leadership from past executive board officers.  
You all know who you are – thanks for everything!
 So, what exactly have we accomplished?  Well, in the past year we’ve organized numerous 
social and service opportunities for members, including our annual Welcome Back BBQ , a trip to 
Peter Piper Pizza, volunteering with Operation Christmas Child, helping with Baylor Move-In 
Day, and assisting in the orientation of incoming HESA students.  I think everyone would agree 
that the year’s high point was hosting the first annual Texas Conference, featuring Dr. Robert 
Birnbaum, and organizing a social event for all Baylor graduate students.  This year’s leader-
ship team has discussed recreating most of these programs with our own special twists, as well 
as injecting some original ideas into the year’s schedule.  We also hope to play a larger part in 
recruiting students for the HESA program with the ultimate goal of enhancing the reputation of 
what we believe to be an exemplary and vigorous graduate program.
 We’re looking forward to the growth of HESA GSA with the addition of members from the 
incoming cohort.  We hope to keep our alumni and friends updated with newsletters throughout 
the year, so keep an eye out for exciting news as the year unfolds!  Thanks again for all your 
support, and best wishes to our program graduates who are making a difference in the field of 
student affairs.
Thanks and Sic’ Em!
Ida Jamshidi
HESA GSA President

President’s Welcome



New Faculty Members

Dr. Rishi Sriram joins the faculty after a year as a 
visiting faculty member and program coordinator.  He 
received his bachelor’s degree in English and master’s de-
gree in Higher Education and Student Affairs from Bay-
lor University.  This spring, he successfully defended his 
dissertation at Asuza Pacific University to earn his Ph.D.  
His research interests include college student success, 
living-learning programs, and student affairs profes-
sional development.  He recently published in the Journal 
of College and University Student Housing on Exploring 

the effect of a residential academic-student affairs partnership: The first-
year of an engineering and computer science living-learning center.  This 
fall, he will teach Culture and Organization of Higher Education.  He 
currently lives in Waco, Texas with his wife and three children. 

Dr. Nathan Alleman earned a BA from Mes-
siah College in philosophy, MA from Geneva College 
in Higher Education, and PhD from The College of 
William and Mary in Higher Education Policy, Plan-
ning and Leadership (2008).  Following his doctoral 
work, Nathan was an Assistant Visiting Professor of 
Education at William and Mary, teaching student 
development theory, organization and governance, 
sociology of education, among other courses.  Re-
search interests include faculty sociology, college 
access, and YMCA student associations.  Nathan is 
excited to join the Baylor community, along with his wife Karen, 5-month 
old daughter Annabelle, and Maine Coon cat El Gwapo.

This year, the HESA program welcomes two full-time assistant professors,
Dr. Nathan Alleman and Dr. Rishi Sriram. 

To welcome these new faculty members to the HESA family, you can reach 
them at Nathan_Alleman@baylor.edu and Rishi_Sriram@baylor.edu.



The HESA program is proud to welcome Baylor’s 14th president, Judge Ken Starr, to 
the university community!  Members of the second-year cohort were able to meet and 

greet President Starr and his wife, Alice, during an on-campus reception in June.

President Starr received his B.A. from George Washington University in 1968, his M.A. 
from Brown University in 1969, and his J.D. from Duke University Law School in 1973.  
President Starr comes to Baylor from Pepperdine University, where he served as the 
Duane and Kelly Roberts Dean and Professor of Law.  Among other distinguishing ap-
pointments in the national judicial system, President Starr served as the Solicitor 

General of the United States from 1989 to 1993, where he argued 25 cases before the 
Supreme Court.  

Baylor Welcomes a New President!

President Starr with some members of the 2009 Cohort

Alumni News
Aaron Dabney

Class of ‘09

Aaron recently accepted a faculty ap-
pointment as a part-time lecturer in the 
Aviation Science department at Baylor.  

Aaron teaches the Intro to Aviation 
class to first-year majors and assists 

with recruitment and retention projects.

J. T. Snipes
Class of ‘09

J. T. recently accepted an offer to attend 
graduate school at Indiana University 
in their Higher Education and Student 
Affairs program. J. T. will start at IU 
this fall as full-time doctoral student 
and graduate assistant in the Center 

for Urban and Multicultural Education.

Please send alumni updates to Lindsey_Reimer@baylor.edu.



Honors and Rewards
Please help us congratulate the following 2009 HESA Cohort members who have 

received awards and recognitions within the past year.  Keep up the good work!

	 In	the	spring	of	2010,	Jon	Abernathy	helped	
survey	and	analyze	a	statistical	representation	of	
students’	perceptions	of	dating/relationship	pro-
gramming	in	a	college	setting.	Because	of	these	
efforts,	his	undergraduate	institution,	Union	Uni-
versity,	received	an	$8,000	grant	for	a	confer-
ence	on	marriage	and	dating.

Kerri	Bond	presented	a	workshop	at	the	National	
Conference	for	College	Women	Student	Leaders	
(NCCWSL)	in	June	of	2010.		The	presentation	
was	entitled	“Beyond	Prestige:	Finding	a	Graduate	
Program	for	You.”

Dr.	Rishi	Sriram	and	Jesse	Hines	won	a	research	
article	competition	with	the	Texas	Association	
of	College	&	University	Student	Personnel	Ad-
ministrators	(TACUSPA).		The	article	is	entitled	
“Reframing	Student	Affairs	Practice.”		TACUSPA	
will	present	the	award	at	their	annual	confer-
ence	in	October.



The newest cohort at HESA Orientation

Welcome Back BBQ

HESA members at a softball game

Welcoming 
the 2010 
Cohort



We want to hear what you think!  Please send any feedback to 
Lindsey_Reimer@baylor.edu to ensure that the newsletter is as 

helpful and beneficial as possible!

End-of-Year Banquet with 2008 and 2009 Cohorts

Sic ‘Em 
Bears!

2010-2011 HESA GSA Executive Board
Ida Jamshidi ----- President

Jesse Hines ----- VP Membership
Meghan Oster ----- VP Finance

Lindsey Reimer ----- VP Communication
Laura Herrell ----- VP Social
Kerri Bond ----- VP Conference


