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EDUCATION 

Ph.D.    Communication Studies (Rhetorical Studies). The University of Iowa, 2002-2007.

             Degree Conferred: July 2007
Communication Studies (Rhetorical Studies). The Florida State University, 2000-2002.
B. S.    
Communication Studies and History, Illinois State University, 2000.
Peer-Reviewed Publications
Varda, Scott J. & Wiese, Danielle. “Achieving Our Debate Community: An Examination of the New Left in Academic Collegiate Debate.” Engaging Argument: Selected Papers from the 2005 NCA/AFA Summer Conference on Argumentation. Patricia Riley, Ed. Washington: National Communication Association, 2005, pp. 498-505.

Varda, Scott J. “Reconsidering McGee’s Clarion Call: Viewing Academic Debate as Legitimate Offspring of Isocratic Rhetorical Theory.” Scott Jacobs, Ed. Considering Argument: Selected Papers from the Fifteenth NCA/AFA Argumentation Conference. Washington, DC: National Communication Association, 2007.
Varda, Scott J. “Making the Fantastic Persuasive: Malcolm X’s Use of History as Rhetorical Argument.” Dennis Gouran, Ed. The Functions of Argument and Social Context:  Selected Papers from the 2009 NCA/AFA Conference on Argumentation.
Varda, Scott J. “Isocratic Citizenship: Towards a pedagogy of citizen orators.” Dennis Gouran, Ed.  The Functions of Argument and Social Context:  Selected Papers from the 2009 NCA/AFA Conference on Argumentation.
Karla Leeper, Scott Varda, Kelly Congdon, Sarah Spring, Blake Abbot, & Sarah Partlow.  “Innovation and Debate: Where Do We Go from Here?” in Allen Louden (Ed.) Navigating Opportunity: Policy Debate in the 21st Century.  IDEA press, forthcoming 2010.
Review Essays
Varda, Scott J. (Review Essay).“John Schilb's Rhetorical Refusals: Defying Audience's Expectations.” Argumentation & Advocacy, Summer, 2008, pp. 58-60.
Invited Publications
Polk, Lee R., English, William B., Edwards, Richard E., & Varda, Scott J. Substantially Increasing Alternative Energy Incentives in the United States. (Waco, 2008).   
Edwards, Richard, Varda, Scott, & Varda, Scott J. Increasing Social Services for Persons Living in Poverty in the United States. (Waco, 2009).
Currently Under Review 
Hahner, Leslie A, and Scott J. Varda. “The Modesty Movement and the Limits of Rhetorical Agency.” Currently under review Women’s Studies in Communication, Originally sent Sept. 12, 2009.

Projects in-progress 
Khan, Abraham I., and Scott J. Varda. “Jackie Robinson’s Rhetorical Silencing of Malcolm X.” Essay currently in progress with submission to Rhetoric and Public Affairs expected sometime in Spring 2010.

Varda, Scott J. “‘Curious about this Little Bold Man’: A Rhetorical History of the Noble Drew Ali. Essay currently in progress with submission to Journal of Black Studies expected sometime in Spring 2010.  
Varda, Scott J. “Towards an Understanding of the Plan-Inclusive Counter Advocacy: Why Representations and Justifications Matter.”  Essay currently in progress with submission to Contemporary Argumentation and Debate: the Journal of the Cross Examination Debate Association expected by Summer 2010.
Conferences
Competitively Selected Papers:

Varda, Scott J. “Malcolm X’s Use of History as Rhetorical Argument.” Article presented at the 2009 National Communication Association Convention, Nov 13, 2009 (Chicago, IL).
Varda, Scott J. “Towards a pedagogy of Isocratic citizen orators.” Article presented at the 2009 National Communication Association Convention, Nov 13, 2009 (Chicago, IL).
Varda, Scott J. “Making the Fantastic Persuasive: Malcolm X’s Use of History as Rhetorical Argument.” Article presented at the 16th Biennial NCA/AFA Summer Conference on Argumentation, Aug. 1-4, 2009 (Alta, UT).
Varda, Scott J. “Isocratic Citizenship: Towards a pedagogy of citizen orators.” Article presented at the 16th Biennial NCA/AFA Summer Conference on Argumentation, Aug. 1-4, 2009 (Alta, UT).
Varda, Scott J. “Isocrates’ Contribution to Citizenship: An Intellectual’s Duty.” Article presented at the 13th Biennial Conference of the Rhetoric Society of America, May 23-26, 2008 (Seattle, WA).

Varda, Scott J. “Examining the Rhetorical and Historical Antecedents of Black Nationalism: The Rhetoric of the UNIA and the MSTA.” Article presented at the 2007 National Communication Association Convention, Nov 13-18, 2007 (Chicago, IL).

Varda, Scott J. “Reconsidering McGee’s Clarion Call: Viewing Academic Debate as Legitimate Offspring of Isocratic Rhetorical Theory.” Article presented at the 2007 Alta Conference on Argumentation, August 2-5, 2007 (Alta, UT).

Varda, Scott J. “Re-reading Malcolm X’s ‘Ballot or the Bullet’: A Historical-Rhetorical Inquiry.”   National Communication Association Annual Convention, 2006 (San Antonio, TX).

Varda, Scott J. “Oriented to Action: Reading Malcolm X’s Declaration of Independence as Reformulating his post-Nation of Islam Identity.”   National Communication Association Annual Convention, 2005 (Boston, MA).

Varda, Scott J. “’Riding Down in the Wagon’: Reading The Hate That Hate Produced as Media-Informed Racial Ideology of the Civil Rights Era.” National Communication Association Annual Convention, 2005 (Boston, MA).

Varda, Scott J. & Wiese, Danielle. “Achieving Our Debate Community: An Examination of the New Left in Academic Collegiate Debate.” Alta Conference on Argumentation, 2005 (Alta, UT).
Varda, Scott J. “Taming the Slayer: Reading Buffy the Vampire Slayer as Reinscribing Rape Myths.” National Communication Association Annual Convention, 2004 (Chicago, IL).

Varda, Scott J. “Reconceptualizing the Duty of the Intellectual in Light of Notions of the State: An Isocratic Perspective on Citizenship.” National Communication Association Annual Convention, 2003 (Miami, FL).

Varda, Scott J. “Manipulating the Meaning: ‘Special Rights’ and Other Utterances: Using McGee’s Ideograph to Examine Discursive Tactics.” National Communication Association Annual Convention, 2003 (Miami, FL).

Varda, Scott J. “Reconsidering McGee’s Clarion Call: Viewing Academic Debate as Legitimate Offspring of Isocratic Rhetorical Theory.” National Communication Association Annual Convention, 2003 (Miami, FL).

Varda, Scott J. “Taking Terror Talk Beyond Terrorism: Utilizing the Discourse of ‘Terrorism’ to Drive the Persuasion of Movement Messages.”  National Communication Association Annual Convention, 2002 (New Orleans, LA).

Teaching & Professional Experience
Associate Director of Debate & Assistant Professor




Department of Communication Studies, Baylor University, August 2007-Present

Assistant Institute Director








A. Craig Baird Debate Forum, The University of Iowa, June-July 2007.
Assistant Director of Debate








A. Craig Baird Debate Forum, The University of Iowa, August 2002-July 2007.
Graduate Instructor









Department of Communication Studies, The University of Iowa, August 2002-July 2007. 

Assistant Director of Residential Life--Debate






National High School Institute, Northwestern University, Summer 2002-2005.
Assistant Director of Debate








Department of Communication Studies, The Florida State University, August 2000-July 2002.
Graduate Instructor









Department of Communication Studies, The Florida State University, August 2000-July 2002.
Courses Taught
Baylor University

CSS1304-01: Argumentation & Debate.  Offers students a broad overview of argumentation and debate as it relates to politics and culture. Fall 2007-present.
CSS3248-01: Advanced Debate.  Advanced debate class focusing on argument construction, mainly intended for current members of the Baylor Debate team. Spring 2008-present.
CSS4V85-09: Special Problems in Speech Communication.  Independent study with undergraduates.  Spring 2008 students wrote about Doctor/Patient communication and US foreign policy in the Middle East.

CSS3305-03: Advanced Public Speaking.  Students are instructed on practices, techniques, and performances related to the art of public speaking. Fall 2007, Summer 2009, Spring 2010.
CSS 2264-01: Contest Speaking. Students are instructed in advanced academic debate techniques.  Fall 2008, Fall 2009, Spring 2010.
CSS 4396-01 (cross-listed as AMS 4397-01): American Rhetoric. Students are instructed in advanced rhetorical techniques analyzing classic texts of American political and cultural rhetoric, focusing on both public policy and popular culture. Spring 2009.
The University of Iowa, 2002-2007

36:015: Persuasive Communication.  Assists students to understand the practical implications of selected theories of persuasion and to be more proficient in constructing, presenting, and evaluating persuasive messages.
36:016: Business & Professional Communication.  Invites students to build communication skills that predominate in corporate environments.

36:041: Gender Roles & Communication.  Offers students a broad overview of feminist critical practices in relation to various communication approaches.

36:043: Rhetoric of Science and Technology.  Explores the rhetoric of science and technology in public policy at the local, federal, and international level.
36:075: Gender, Sexuality, and Media.  Explores the construction of gender identity and sexuality in media representations, organizations, and audiences.
36:076: Race, Ethnicity, and Media. Introduces students to the main debates within media criticism about the representation, circulation, and commodification of popular media images of “race” and “ethnicity.”
036:091: Topics in Communication, Historical and Critical Methods: The Rhetoric of Malcolm X. Details a theoretical examination of critical, rhetorical history with an emphasis on a semester long case study surrounding Malcolm X.
The Florida State University, 2000-2002 

SPC 2600: Public Speaking. Prepares students to deliver their own informative, persuasive, and occasional presentations.  

Invited Lectures:

“Legal Status of Reproductive Rights,” Leslie A. Hahner’s Undergraduate Rhetoric of Women’s Rights, Department of Communication Studies, Baylor University, Fall 2009.

“Introduction to Debate,” Christopher J. Hansen’s Undergraduate Media & Society class, Department of Communication Studies, Baylor University, Fall 2007.
“Debate and Argument Construction,” Kim Hong Nyugen’s Undergraduate Rhetoric class, Department of Rhetoric, The University of Iowa, Fall 2005.
“Stylistic Approaches to Persuasive Presentations,” Leslie Hahner’s Undergraduate Rhetoric class, Department of Rhetoric, The University of Iowa, Spring 2005.

“Introduction to Academic Debate,” James Pobst’s Undergraduate Speaking & Reading class, Department of Rhetoric, The University of Iowa, Spring 2005.
“Argument Construction of Critical War Rhetoric,” Kim Hong Nyugen’s Undergraduate Rhetoric class, Department of Rhetoric, The University of Iowa, Fall 2004.

“Feminist Theory & Buffy the Vampire Slayer,” Danielle Wiese’s Undergraduate Television Criticism class, Department of Communication Studies, The University of Iowa, Fall 2003.

Service & Awards
Hosted the 2009 University Interscholastic League Speech and Debate State Qualifying Tournament, Spring 2009
Hosted the 2008 University Interscholastic League Speech and Debate State Qualifying Tournament, Spring 2008

Established the Glenn R. Capp Graduate Student/Faculty Academic Consortium, 2008 

Co-Host of the US-British Public Debate Series at Baylor University, 2007

Co-Host of the US-British Public Debate Series at The University of Iowa, 2002-2007

Assistant Director of the A. Craig Baird Public Debate Forum, 2002-2007
Cross-Examination Debate Association Critic of the Year (North Central), 2006 

Co-Host of the US-Irish Public Debate Series at The University of Iowa, 2005
Cross-Examination Debate Association Final Round Judge (North Central), 2004, 2006
Top Paper, Cross-Examination Debate Association division, National Communication Association, 2003

Cross-Examination Debate Association awards committee member (North Central), 2003
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