
By Sara TirriTo

Staff Writer

In opposition to talk of a 
merger between Baylor Uni-
versity and Baylor College of 
Medicine, a group from the col-
lege began an online petition. 
It has since gained 534 signa-

tures, some accompanied by 
comments or notes to Interim 
President of Baylor College of 
Medicine William Butler and 
Marc Shapiro, chair of the Bay-
lor College of Medicine Board of 
Trustees.

The petition states that the 
two institutions’ missions are 
“incongruous” and that science 
and medicine should not be 
mixed with religion.

“As BU is a religion-affiliated 
institution that promotes values 
and teachings from religious 

beliefs throughout its ranks, 
we cannot overlook the restric-
tive influence that this potential 
merger would have on BCM, a 
leading biomedical research-
oriented college,” the petition 
states. “The religious ideologies 
that permeate throughout BU’s 
academic policies may adverse-
ly affect both scientific progress 
and the culture at BCM, particu-
larly in relation to issues such as 
evolution, embryonic stem cells, 
and sexual orientation. While 
we respect everyone’s right to 

religion in his or her own life, 
we believe that science and 
medicine must be separate from 
religion, and urge you to reject 
any such merger.”

In an e-mail to the Lariat, 
Lori Williams, executive direc-
tor of public affairs and media 
relations at Baylor College of 
Medicine, said a merger was 
never considered. 

“The online petition focused 
on the possible merger of Baylor 
College of Medicine and Baylor 
University,” Williams said. “A 

merger between the two institu-
tions was never under consider-
ation.” 

In an e-mail to the univer-
sity last Thursday, Baylor’s 
Dr. David Garland said that a 
strengthened affiliation with the 
College of Medicine and Texas 
Children’s Hospital is being 
considered.

“We believe that such a 
strengthened affiliation could 
be helpful to the University’s 
continued growth and advance-
ment,” Garland wrote. “Talk of 

a strengthened affiliation has 
encouraged us to think broadly 
about some exciting new oppor-
tunities for the faculty and stu-
dents of Baylor University.”

Dr. David Pennington, pro-
fessor of chemistry and bio-
chemistry at Baylor, said con-
cerns that an affiliation could 
enable the university to dictate 
what research opportunities 
are pursued by Baylor College 
of Medicine are unfounded. He 

First-year thrower 
Skylar White brings  
dynamics, laughter to  
BU track and field 
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Exploring our thoughts: 
Science, theology meet
By CaTy HirST

Staff Writer

Science and theology have 
been enemies since Nicolaus 
Copernicus removed the Earth 
from the center of the universe, 
and the rift just widened with 
Darwinism and carbon dating of 
the Earth. Now, some Baylor fac-
ulty members are trying to unite 
science and theology, convinced 
the two do not contradict.

Dr. Donald Schmeltekopf, 
provost emeritus and director 
for the Center for Ministry Effec-
tiveness, headed a conference at 
the First Baptist Church of Aus-
tin on Saturday entitled “Sci-
ence and Faith Breaking Down 
the Wall.”

Dr. Barry Harvey, professor 
of theology in the honors col-
lege, began the conference with 
a lecture entitled “What’s God 

Got To Do With It: Why Theol-
ogy and the Physical Sciences 
are Not in (Epistemic) Competi-
tion.”

Harvey emphasized that the 
Bible and the physical sciences 
explore two different types of 
knowledge, which do not con-
flict or compete with each other. 
He gave the example of the cre-
ation story. 

“The knowledge offered by 
the Bible aims at establishing a 
different set of relations with the 
world and the one who brought 
it into being out of nothing,” 
Harvey said in an interview 
Monday. 

The physical sciences explore 
creation by the changes that 
have occurred and what brings 
about those changes. He said the 
physical sciences seek to estab-
lish relations with the physical 
world though measurements, 

predictions, and manipulations.  
The Bible is trying to convey 
God’s power and involvement 
with the world.

Harvey said the creation 
story helps the church see itself 
in relation to a triumphant God 
so that life and freedom can 
flourish.  He said poetic images, 
such as God scooping up dirt to 
make the human being in Gen-
esis Chapter 2, makes God’s in-
volvement with man and man’s 
involvement with God intimate 
and concrete. 

“The parables use material 
that is drawn from the every-
day world, though they do not 
describe events that occurred at 
a certain time and place,” Har-
vey said. “The parables are still 
true in what they tell us about 
God and God’s dealings with 

Profs discuss unity, separation of two disciplines 

BCM director says 
online petition 
distorts talks as 
possible merger
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No. 13 center Ekpe Udoh shoots over No. 22 forward Sampson Carter of the Massachusetts Min-
utemen on Saturday at the Ferrell Center. The Bears took down the Minutemen 71-45 in their last 
non-conference game of the season. Read the full story at www.baylorlariat.com.

Bears beat UMass

Group sees BU as ‘restrictive influence’

220,000 gallons evaporated, dispersed in oil spill 
By JoHn MCFarland

aSSociated PreSS

DALLAS — The worst Texas 
oil spill in more than 15 years 
was contained Monday, and au-
thorities credit a massive emer-
gency response with averting an 
environmental disaster.

About 462,000 gallons of oil 
spilled when an 800-foot tank-
er headed for an Exxon Mobil 
Corp. refinery in Beaumont 
collided Saturday with a vessel 
pushing two barges. As of Mon-
day, roughly 220,000 gallons of 
oil had evaporated, dispersed or 
been recovered, the U.S. Coast 
Guard said.

No injuries have been report-
ed. Port Arthur residents were 
evacuated after the spill while 
officials tested the air quality. So 
far only two oil-covered birds 
have been reported; one of them 
was captured and cleaned up, 

and the other flew away.
More than 60 vessels and 550 

people from the Coast Guard, 
the state, the shipping company 
and others responded to the 
spill. More than 11 miles worth 
of the plastic walls known as 
booms are floating around the 
spill, and 27 skimmer boats 
were removing the oil floating 
on the water.

“This response has helped 
contain this oil and keep it 
from becoming a catastrophe,” 
said Texas General Land Office 
spokesman Jim Suydam. “Had 
this oil escaped the ship chan-
nel, it could have been a catas-
trophe.”

It was the largest spill in 
Texas since 1990, when a Nor-
wegian tanker spilled 4.3 mil-
lion gallons about 60 miles off 
Galveston. The state typically 
has about 800 spills a year, but 
nearly all involve less than one 

barrel, according to the Texas 
General Land Office.

Two sensitive wildlife areas 
near the spill remain unaffected 
by it. The spill is mostly con-
tained in a 2-mile stretch of the 
Sabine Neches Waterway near 
Port Arthur, about 90 miles east 
of Houston. The estuaries and 
other delicate environments are 
crucial for fish, shrimp and “ev-
erything that lives in the Gulf,” 
Suydam said.

Environmental watchdogs 
were encouraged by the speedy 
response but concerned about 
what air pollutants people near-
by were exposed to.

Hilton Kelley, a Port Arthur 
environmental activist and 
head of the group Community 
In-Power and Development As-
sociation, said he was near the 
water Saturday during the evac-
uation. He said the smell was so 
overpowering that he had to put 

on a respirator mask, and that 
he told two women walking 
down the street with their coats 
over their faces to leave because 
it was dangerous.

“The fumes were just un-
bearable,” he said. “Our main 
concern is the number of people 
who might have been impact-
ed over the long term by the 
fumes.”

The evacuation was lifted 
Saturday night. The Texas Com-
mission on Environmental 
Quality was monitoring the air 
and water quality and said there 
were no reports of problems 
with drinking water or waste-
water.

“We’ve learned a lot over 
the years how to do this right,” 
said Tom “Smitty” Smith of the 
activist group Public Citizen. 
“The downsides, of course, are 
the long-term impacts of the 
people who are exposed to the 

emissions.”
The shipping channel was 

closed Monday, and it was un-
clear when it would reopen, the 

Coast Guard said. Coast Guard 
Petty Officer Larry Chambers 

Officials ride along the water where crude oil was spilled when two 
vessels collided, Saturday causing as much as 450,000 gallons of 
crude oil to spill in Port Arthur. Officials contained the spill but were 
still assessing the scope and cause Monday.
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Pledge the pounds to 
feed Waco’s hungry
By JoHn Elizondo

rePorter

There is now a way to lose 
weight and help the community 
at the same time, thanks to the 
Pound for Pound Challenge, 
which is being sponsored for the 
first time by the Baylor fitness 
department to help serve Waco 
food banks.

The Pound for Pound Chal-
lenge organization will donate 
14 cents to Feeding America, a 
national food bank distributor, 
for every pound pledged to be 

lost. Feeding America will then 
donate and distribute the money 
to local food banks, Caritas and 
Mission Waco. According to its 
Web site, 14 cents is the amount 
of money deliver one pound of 
food to a food bank.

“The Pound for Pound Chal-
lenge will donate a pound of 
food for every pound of weight 
pledged to be lost and it is going 
on now until June 30 of this year” 
Crystal Brewster, campus recre-
ation graduate assistant, said. 
“So what we are trying to do as 
Baylor’s fitness department is to 

get the whole Waco and Baylor 
community involved because 
our community does have a dire 
need for food in our food banks, 
and we could all get fit.”

This is the first time the chal-
lenge is taking place at Baylor, 
and the visionary of the event, 
assistant director for campus 
recreation fitness Van Davis, be-
lieves it is the perfect source of 
motivation for people who want 
to lose weight.

Weight loss challenge helps local food banks
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Beach House tunes
The new ‘Teen Dream’ CD 
has style, moves faster than  
previous albums by band
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“Our Christian mission makes us unique in the  
academic and research worlds, but it does not hinder  
us and a strengthened affiliation with  
Baylor College of Medicine will not impede the  
progress or damage the reputation of either entity.”



As word that Baylor University is in 
talks with Baylor College of Medicine to 
pursue a closer affiliation spreads through-
out the academic community, opposition is 
mounting at the medical school.

Although both universities have made it clear that any closer 
affiliation would not equate a merger, an online petition from 
some of the students, faculty, staff and alumni of Baylor College 
of Medicine clearly states their opposition to either idea. In 
their view, Baylor’s religiously-oriented mission permeates the 
academic culture to the point of being a danger to the college’s 
scientific progress and degrading its reputation. 

“We cannot overlook the restrictive influence that this poten-
tial merger would have on BCM, a leading biomedical research-
oriented college,” the petition reads. “While we respect every-
one’s right to religion…we believe that science and medicine 
must be separate from religion, and urge you to reject any such 
merger.”

While it is true that Baylor has a mission grounded in 
religious beliefs, it is both narrow-minded and presumptuous 
to insinuate that our Christian heritage makes us any less of 
a prestigious institute or assume that our faith will hinder the 
medical school’s reputation. In fact, Baylor College of Medicine 
is already affiliated with a number of other institutions, includ-
ing St. Luke’s Episcopal Hospital and The Methodist Hospital — 
both of which are faith-based institutions. 

Despite these facts, many who signed the Baylor College 
of Medicine petition, which has 534 signatures thus far, left 
comments suggesting that the mission of a religious-affiliated 
university and a biomedical research-oriented college can only 
clash in the long run. 

“It would be the beginning of the end for the Baylor College 
of Medicine,” one commenter posted. “It would really be a great 
loss for American science. The proud institution would lose the 
brightest minds, students and at the end reputation. Merging 
with the Baylor University is not the answer.”

However, what they fail to account for is the fact that al-
though Baylor is a Christian university, it is also a nationally ac-
claimed teaching institution and an emerging research commu-

nity with educated faculty from around 
the world, as well as top-of-the-line 
training facilities. The Carnegie Founda-
tion has classified Baylor as a research 
university with high research activity 

receiving more than $40 million in active research grants. Many 
of Baylor’s bioscience programs have earned an international 
reputation, including the premedical program. According to 
the Baylor Web site, the acceptance rate of Baylor students into 
medical schools is much higher than the national average.

While remaining committed to its Christian mission, Baylor 
has continued to progress in the realm of research, especially 
scientific, with a keen eye for our perception and reputation in 
the broader academic world. 

The idea of a religious affiliation hindering scientific progress 
at this university is a faulty argument, at best. Though funding 
for research was a past concern, Baylor researchers are no longer 
prohibited from seeking out and accepting federal or state funds 
to further their work. 

Just last week the Cancer Prevention and Research Institute 
of Texas awarded Baylor a $200,000 grant to be put toward 
research on new cancer treatment agents. The institute wouldn’t 
have provided these funds to a university that isn’t regarded as 
a serious presence in the research fields.

Baylor also remains on the cutting edge with first-rate facili-
ties and equipment. Just this semester a new professor joined 
the physics department, bringing with her the equipment and 
knowledge necessary to start a Scanning Tunneling Microscopy 
lab. The lab will be equipped with the tools to show actual 
atoms and molecules on surfaces. 

Baylor’s mission may be one grounded in a religious faith, 
but this mission is certainly not its only one. Diversity of educa-
tion for students, innovative research and a firm commitment 
to society are all things Baylor strives for on a daily basis. Our 
Christian mission makes us unique in the academic and research 
worlds, but it does not hinder us, and a strengthened affiliation 
with Baylor College of Medicine will not impede the progress or 
damage the reputation of either entity. 

Editorial
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Reasoning against affiliation appears 
faulty in light of Baylor’s research

Opinion Policy

The Baylor Lariat welcomes reader view-
points through letters to the editor and 
guest columns. Opinions expressed in 
the Lariat are not necessarily those of the 
Baylor administration, the Baylor Board 
of Regents or the Student Publications 
Board.  

Letters to the editor

 Letters to the editor should  include the writer’s name, 
hometown, major, graduation year, phone number and 
student identification number. Non-student writers should 
include their address. Letters that focus on an issue affect-
ing students or faculty may be considered for a guest col-
umn at the editor’s discretion. All submissions become the 
property of The Baylor Lariat. The Lariat reserves the right 
to edit letters for grammar, length, libel and style. Letters 
should be e-mailed to Lariat_Letters@baylor.edu.

Point 
of 
View

BY Olga Ball

Relationships with international students reap 
cultural influence, impact U.S.’s reputation

   BY liz FOreman

Point of 
View

Resumes reflect 
experience, no drive

A few years ago, I listened as a seasoned journalist regaled 
me with the story of how he landed his first job at a newspa-
per. 

Like in the movies, he simply walked in, handed the editor 
his resume and said he was willing to do anything necessary 
to write for the paper — anything.  He was given a chance to 
prove himself, and prove himself, he did. 

I was inspired enough to try this tactic two years ago. I 
wanted the same opportunity, to prove myself. 

 In keeping with our modern age, I called the local newspa-
per back home, which did not typically offer internships, and 
asked for a chance to work in the newsroom for free during 
the summer. Unfortunately, the conversation quickly deterio-
rated and I resorted to begging to get coffee and sweep the 
floor. My offer was declined for reasons related to the editor’s 
problem with the ethics of unpaid internships, and foremost, 
his inability to promise anyone a full-time position due to a 
then-crumbling economy. 

From this and subsequent experiences, I learned a valuable 
lesson. 

Employers are not used to this type of initiative by young 
people anymore. In fact, they often do not know how to react. 
Most have become so accustomed to sitting at a desk, rifling 
through stacks of paper for a glimpse at an applicant’s charac-
ter in the form of ink, that such a gesture is unwanted.  

While this sort of strategy was once a good way for inex-
perienced but eager young adults to stand out among career 
professionals, it is no longer so effective. Thanks to a widely 
accepted but rigid and impersonal application process, select-
ing candidates has become discriminatory toward inexperi-
enced college graduates. 

The typical resume and cover letter combination in format 
reduces applicants to a page or two, purposefully streamlining 
the process for the time-starved employers who would rather 
nix the under-qualified with a glance than a good, old-fash-
ioned conversation. 

It is we, the inexperienced young adults, who suffer the 
effects of this quick, experience-centric mode of assessing job 
candidates. Especially now, with qualified men and women 
competing with young prospects for the same job, the less-
experienced often cannot expect to look good on paper. A re-
sume is designed to highlight only experiences, while a cover 
letter does not allow for a fair chance at exhibiting potential 
— the key to our success. 

It may also be our generation’s fault. Maybe we have be-
come lazy and so accustomed to this process as well, believing 
that anything more seems absurd. 

It is fresh minds like ours that employers need. While the 
wave of new technology and ideas threatens to overtake our 
parents’ generation, it is one we’ve been surfing since birth. 
As Millennials, we are expected to rewrite the rules and test 
boundaries. These are traits that employers need, especially in 
this economy, and they know it.

However, the rigid format in which we are taught to 
adhere to in job applications directly contradicts the creativity 
and fresh ideals we have to offer.  Often, with the exception of 
certain fields, an application packet that veers from the norm 
directly translates into an applicant not being taken seriously.

Either way, it is up to this generation of young profession-
als to change this process in the future. We must get out of our 
rut and expect more of ourselves in the application process. 

We must present ourselves in a way that ensures face-time 
with a prospective employer.  I’m not simply talking about 
spicing up a cover letter by printing it on high-quality paper 
(this should be a given). 

In a time when a prestigious degree from Baylor will not 
ensure a post-graduate salaried endeavor, I believe it’s OK to 
start pushing boundaries and surprising employers. While 
respecting business etiquette, I think our generation needs 
to start transforming the application process back to a more 
personal one. 

The newspaper experience did not deter me from exercis-
ing the personal method in later applications, although my 
strategy differed a little. 

It’s up to us to go beyond the application packet to show 
employers that we are not only qualified, but willing to do 
anything it takes. 

As applicants, we have the right to set the standard for 
what we expect of employers. We should expect attention to 
potential and character, not just experience. Unless we start doing 
this, the inexperienced young professional will continue to be 
stuck in a cycle that overlooks our greatest assets. 

Liz Foreman is a Beaumont senior majoring in international studies 
and journalism. She is the editor-in-chief of the Baylor Lariat.

During the fall semester, I learned 
more about Brazil, Japan, China and 
many other countries. I was able to 
taste cuisine from all over the world 
and listen to music from artists I 
would have never discovered on my 
own. No, I didn’t study abroad. I got 
to know the international students 
here on campus. 

In a conversation with Beth Walk-
er, the former international student 
relations coordinator, she told me, 
“We need to fulfill the responsibility 
of friendship to people who come 
to our country — if we make good connections, international 
students go home with a better feeling about the United States.” 

I hear people complaining about how other countries view 
the United States. By extending hospitality to international stu-
dents, we can change that opinion, one person at a time. 

I know the feeling of being dumped into a new culture with 
no real sense of direction. When I first moved to the United 
States, I knew three words — hi, bye and frog. Unfortunately the 
sentence, “Hi frog, bye!” does not get you far in life, so I had to 
learn the language and adapt to the culture of a completely new 
country. Although international students usually have a much 
more solid background in the English language than I did, the 
transition is still scary. In my conversations with international 
students this semester, they told me that the easiest way for 

them to adapt was to communicate 
with students from the United States 
who were willing to guide them during 
their time at Baylor. 

Just as international students can 
learn about the United States culture 
and Baylor life from us, we have so 
much to learn from them and their 
experiences in their home country. 

I have learned about the many 
differences between university life in 
United States and other countries. I 
have danced to cultural dances and 
learned about fashion around the 

world. I have felt much more cultured without ever stepping out 
of the Baylor environment. We don’t always have a chance to 
travel to every country, but we do have the opportunity to learn 
about different countries from others. 

I encourage you to reach out to the international student 
community this semester. It’s easier than you might think. You 
could join PAWS or simply attend one of the free international 
student dinners, which are open to all students. If you see in-
ternational students in one of your classes, ask them about their 
home country. Reach out. The impact you make by a simple 
gesture is much greater than you could ever imagine. 

Olga Ball is a Plano junior majoring in political science and jour-
nalism. She is the copy desk chief of the Baylor Lariat. 
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HOUSING

 CLASSIFIED          (254) 710-3407              

SEE THE 
BENEFITS OF 

PLACING A CLASSIFIED AD-
VERTISEMENT IN THE

 BAYLOR LARIAT 
NEWSPAPER.

 CALL US TODAY AT 
(254)710-3407.

Very Reasonable Price.  Very 
Close to Baylor.  3 BR/2 BA 
Remodeled Houses.  Call for 
more iinformation 744-2718.

New brick duplexes on Bag-
by, 4 BR, 2 BA; $1,100.00 
per month.  254-749-2067.

 Walk to Class!!!  One BR 
Units available.  Clean, Well 
Kept.  Rent starting at $350/ 
monthly.   Sign a 12 month 
lease before 1/31/10 and re-
ceive 1/2 off the rent for June 
and July! Call 754-4834.

4BR/2BA large brick du-
plex apartments. 4-6 ten-
ants.  Days: 315-3827, 
evenings 799-8480.  

Brand new houses. ONLY 5 
units left.  STUDENTS and 
FACULTY ONLY. Safe units with 
mature tenants. Call Chip @ 
254-379-0284

Two BR Units Available.  Walk 
to class.  Cypress Point Apart-
ments.  Rent:  $550/ month-
ly. Sign a 12 month lease by 
1/31/10 and receive 1/2 off 
the rent for June and July!!! 
Call 754-4834.

Large one bedroom. Wash-
er, dryer included.  $350 
month.  1924 S. 11th.  
717-3981. Available Now.

For lease 1 or 2 bedroom 1 
bath garage apt in Cameron 
park. Quiet neighborhood 6 
minutes from campus. $475 
water paid 254-717-4958

Model Arab League opens minds of 
participants to culture and politics

by Neely Guthrie

reporter

A two-and-a-half-day conven-
tion, weeks of preparation and 
hours of research give Baylor stu-
dents a firsthand look at how the 
Arab world functions. 

Each spring, Baylor sponsors 
a Model Arab League, which 
simulates the Arab League of Na-
tions that represents one or more 
Arab nations at a regional com-
petition. 

Each nation has several com-
mittees, such as an environmen-
tal, social or defense committee, 
with two delegates per group.  

“A lot of people would say, 
‘Oh, it’s one of those things that 
looks good on your resume,’ but 
things like that are important be-
cause it’s a unique opportunity,” 
San Antonio junior Christina Ri-
ley said. 

Riley learned about the Mod-
el Arab League freshman year 
from her twin, Caterina Riley, 
who heard about it in her Arabic 
class. 

Although the Model Arab 
League is extracurricular, it is 
worth one credit hour for partici-
pating. 

The Rileys have participated 
in the Model Arab League the 
past two years and are getting 
ready for a third. 

Dr. Mark Long, director of the 
Middle East studies program and 
associate professor in the honors 
college, and Dr. William Baker, 
associate director of the Middle 
East studies program and senior 
lecturer in Arabic and Middle 
East studies, are the faculty lead-
ers for the league this year. Baker 
began advising the team when he 
came to Baylor in 2000.

Baker said that in the begin-
ning, he wasn’t given much guid-
ance and was not sure of what 
was expected of him. 

Now, however, the students 
handle most of the responsibility.

“You know what? Baylor stu-
dents continuously amaze Dr. 
Long and me,” Baker said. 

“It seems like year in year out, 
regardless of what team we put 

together, Baylor students do an 
outstanding job. It has nothing to 
do with Dr. Long’s involvement 
or mine. Matter of fact, last year 
I was least involved and they 
seemed to do the best they’d ever 
done,” Baker said.

The league meets biweekly 
and participants usually discuss 
current events of their assigned 
country during the meetings. 

Their instructor describes the 
correct parliamentary procedure 
to follow because the competition 
is a political debate.

“The leaders would typically 
emphasize that you need to take 
on the guise of your country,” 
Christina said. “You need to get 
to know your country and speak 
as if you were someone from that 
area.”

Students not only learn role-
playing and public speaking 
skills but are also able to widen 
their scope of understanding.  

“[Students also learn] how to 
see things from another perspec-
tive because you can’t look at it 
from a Western perspective,” Ca-

terina said.  
Caterina gave an example of 

a student who was supposed to 
represent Egypt but was acting 
very business-like. She said that 
is not how they conduct business 
in the Middle East.

“I would say that [perspec-
tive] is really important, espe-
cially now because you have so 
much bias in the West against the 
Middle East and a lot of misun-
derstanding,” Christina said. 

The competition, which will 
be held this year at University of 
North Texas, is primarily a po-
litical discussion but also features 
cultural aspects. Caterina said  
the competition usually offers 
Middle Eastern food and tradi-
tional Arab dancing. 

Christina and Caterina, often 
finishing each other’s sentences, 
said, “After the entertainment 
was done, we went up to the 
Arab peoples and we kind of 
started dancing a little bit and all 
of the foreign kids came over and 
started dancing, ... it was really 
funny.” 

 

Concert Tonight
 The Baylor School of Music will 
give a concert at 7:30 tonight 
in Roxy Grove Hall. The con-
cert will feature professor of 
saxophone Michael Jacobson 
and his violinist wife, Suzanne 
Blaker Jacobson. The concert 
is open to the public.

Karate Practice Tonight
Practice takes place from 8-10 
tonight, in room 320 at Marrs-
McLean gym. The practice 
will feature principles of self-
defense and is supervised 
under the American Karate-do 
Shotokai. Students are wel-
come. 

Men’s Basketball Game
Men’s Basketball vs. Kansas 
State from 7-9 tonight at the 
Ferrell Center. The event will be 
televised on FOX Sports South-
west. 

 H1N1 Vaccination 
Today
The vaccination will take place 
from 3-4 p.m. in the Barfield 
Drawing Room of the Bill Daniel 
Student Center. 
The Baylor Health Services-

sponsored event costs $15 
and students may pay by cash 
or it can be billed to students’ 
accounts; Faculty may pay by 
cash, check or take a payroll 
deduction.

World Mandate               
Registration

Register online at                       
www.worldmandate.com for 
the weekend-long event at the 
Ferrell Center. It is a mass wor-
ship service  that will feature 
messages from many speakers. 
Cost is $70 for online registra-
tion and $75 at the door. Make 
checks payable to    Antioch 
Community Church. 

Register for                      
The Bearathon, 5K
Registration is now open online 
to pariticpate in the Bearathon 
and 5K run. These events will 
take place at 8 a.m. and 8:05 
a.m. on Saturday, March 20, 
2010. Bearathon costs $30 and 
the 5k  costs $15. Register at 
www.baylor.edu/student_foun-
dation

To submit a bear brief, 
e-mail Lariat@baylor.edu.

BEAR BRIEFS

White brings added asset to women’s track and field
by Jeremy Joseph

reporter

DeSoto freshman Skylar 
White holds titles such as Dallas 
Morning News’ 2008 Girls All-
Area Track and Field Athlete of 
the Year; Sports Day’s 2008 Girl 
Athlete of the Year; and back-to-
back UIL 5A shot put and discus 
champion as a high school soph-
omore and junior. 

The last time the No. 16-ranked 
women’s track and field team had 
a field athlete come in with those 
kind of credentials was Brittany 
Devereaux in 2005. 

White has already shattered 
her records.

“It’s been a while since we’ve 
had someone like Skylar come 
in. The last time we’ve had a girl 
like this come in was Brittany De-
vereaux, who got here in 2005,” 
head coach Todd Harbour said. 
“We haven’t had many of them; 
it’s not just an event we’ve been 
strong at, so it’s nice to get a girl 
like Skylar.” 

White was ranked as one of 
the top five female throwers of 
the decade by TXRunning.com, 
an affiliate of Milesplit.us, the na-
tion’s premier high school track 

and field/cross country network.
Skylar set a personal best and 

broke a school record in the shot 
put Jan. 23 at the Razorback Invi-
tational with a throw of 49-1 1/3. 

“You can build around some-
one like Skylar,” Harbour said. 
“She’s going to be a good discus 
thrower as well.”

Not only does White bring her 
credentials with her, but also she 
brings a can-do attitude.

“You will never see a person 
with a bigger smile,” her throw-
ing coach at DeSoto High School, 
Willie Beal, said. “She is very de-
sirable to be around. Her charac-

ter was second-to-none. I never 
heard a negative word from her.”

White said she thinks she can 
bring a new environment to the 
team.

“I think I can bring smiles and 
a little more joy and happiness,” 
White said. “I can also contribute 
to this team since they haven’t 
had a thrower in two years, so I 
will be able to bring in points and 
contribute to their success.”

White was successful as a 
high school athlete. She was a 
four-time Texas 5A State Cham-
pion in throws. She won her last 
state championship in 2008 with 

a shot put throw of 46-5 1/4 and 
a discus toss of 154-6. 

“Skylar came to us already 
prepared, technically speaking,” 
Beal said. “Her throwing was 
real good. Her coach Mike Carter 
in the summer was real good. 
He prepared her for high school. 
Outside of that, Mike would work 
with her during the offseason. 
We tried to add strength through 
weight strengthening.”

He also said that she even 
helped coach ninth-graders and 
inspired other kids in the pro-
gram to work harder.

Beal thinks that White will 

only help Baylor and help build 
their field reputation.

“She brings a winning atti-
tude. Because of her outstanding 
achievements she can inspire the 
other throwers to do better than 
what they have done,” Beal said. 
“She will probably be the big-
gest name in terms of throwers to 
the newcomers. Baylor has been 
known for its running ability, 
but she will help with the field 
aspect.”

Across
1 MSN competitor
4 Infants “in the woods”
9 Terror
13 Reagan’s “Star Wars” 
prog.
14 High-level storage 
areas
16 “Othello” villain
17 Condiment in 
51-Across
18 Dispirited
20 Safe haven
22 Drinks dog-style
23 Land surrounded by 
agua
24 Globe
27 You may be told to 
button or zip it
30 Tigers’ dens
32 “Alley __”
33 Apiece
34 Austrian city with a 
sausage named for it
36 Watson’s partner
38 Loud and long-wind-
ed

40 Like a serious sin
41 Outlying town, vis-à-
vis the city
42 Rocks to refine
43 Groundhog Day mo.
44 Feudal peons
47 Longtime Massachu-
setts senator Kennedy
48 Chicken, so to speak
51 Normandy city
52 Saturate
53 1966 musical about a 
marriage
55 Easily offended
60 Presently
61 German automaker
62 Misprints
63 Poet’s “before”
64 Cream of the crop
65 Back-talking
66 Mom’s mate

Down
1 Attack violently
2 Black Sea port
3 Cowardly
4 Grammy winner 

Erykah
5 Diminutive energy 
sources
6 Incidentally, in texting 
shorthand
7 “Ich bin __ Berliner”
8 Carry laboriously
9 Fraser and Douglas 
trees
10 Take nourishment
11 Get on in years
12 Word after fishing or 
lightning
15 Scorch
19 Chimp, for one
21 Dogie catchers
25 Fried corn bread
26 More rasping, as a 
voice
27 Imbecilic
28 Like much tea in sum-
mer
29 Acidity nos.
31 __ good example
33 Crete-born artist with 
a Spanish nickname
35 Org. with Bruins and 

Coyotes
36 O’Hare, for United 
Airlines
37 Burden
38 Traditional wisdom
39 Mechanic’s grease 
job
40 Bon __: witticism
43 Muslim wonder-
workers
45 Bogart’s hat
46 Flurried, e.g.
48 Seaman’s “911”
49 Bakery staple
50 Weight-loss regi-
mens
52 Grumpy mood
54 June 6, 1944
55 Drinkers may run one 
up
56 Color
57 Points out, as a perp
58 “Right to bear arms” 
org.
59 “If I Ruled the World” 
rapper

FUN TIMES Find answers at www.baylorlariat.com McClatchy-Tribune

Complete the grid so each row, column and 
3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains every 
digit, 1 to 9.
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Beach House tunes
The new ‘Teen Dream’ CD 
has style, moves faster than  
previous albums by band

added that in his years at Baylor, 
the university’s Baptist affilia-
tion has not kept the chemistry 
department from being able to 
pursue any research topics.

“Any thought that we would 
govern what they can or cannot 
do research on is based on misin-
formation,” Pennington said. “In 
my entire experience at Baylor, 
I have never seen anyone at the 
chemistry department denied an 
opportunity to participate in re-
search.”

Garland noted in his e-mail 
that Baylor is classified as hav-
ing high research activity by the 
Carnegie Foundation and that 
university researchers can now 
utilize federal and state funds in 
their work.

Dr. Jaime Diaz-Granados, as-
sociate professor and chair of 
psychology and neuroscience, 
said comments on the petition, a 
misperception of the university.

“It seems like some of the com-
ments on the petition are coming 
from a misperception of us being 
a Bible college that is against do-
ing research, and clearly we’re 

not,” Diaz-Granados said. “We 
have an enormous amount of sci-
ence research on the campus; we 
have many collaborations at the 
Baylor College of Medicine.”

BCM from pg.1

OIL from pg.1

THOUGHT from pg.1 POUNDS from pg.1
his wayward creatures, even if 
that knowledge is not of the kind 
given us by either the writers of 
history or physical scientists.”

Dr. Gerald Cleaver, associate 
professor in the physics depart-
ment, followed Harvey with his 
lecture titled “Faith and the New 
Cosmology.”

Cleaver outlined the basics of 
string theory, the fundamental 
particle of the universe, and talk-
ed about how human kind has 
perceived the universe in the past 
and the current understanding of 
the universe. 

“It has gone from something 
very simple to a more accurate 
perception of reality,” Cleaver 
said. 

“For example, Genesis was 
written in the context of the three-
leveled universe. Basically you 
have the flat earth, the ocean on 
which it floated, and then below 
that was the land of the dead.” 

Cleaver said mankind has 
gone from this three-leveled per-
ception to a geocentric view of 
the universe, in which the earth is 
the center, to a heliocentric view 
where the sun is the center. 

Scientists now know there are 
many galaxies, and Cleaver said 
there are indications in modern 
cosmology that there are many 
universes. 

Cleaver said it is important 
to note that Genesis was writ-
ten during a time period when 
knowledge about the universe 
was limited, and people must 
read Genesis with the new knowl-
edge scientists have recently un-
covered. 

Dr. Phyllis Tippit, lecturer 
in the Baylor Interdisciplinary 
Core, has a doctorate in geology 
and spoke on Earth’s evolution. 
At the conference, Tippit gave a 
lecture titled “Does Life Have a 
History?” 

“We know the Bible is written 
in an ancient language and it was 
written in terms the people then 
could understand,” Tippit said. 

“The question becomes, if we 
go back with our knowledge, can 
we find that there still is truth 
there that is as applicable today 
as it was 4,000 years ago? And the 
answer is yes.”

Tippit said the modern world 
is faced with a plethora of infor-
mation the ancients did not have 
knowledge of. Many discoveries 

have challenged the perception 
of the world, such as dinosaur re-
mains, carbon dating and evolu-
tion. She said fossil remains and 
DNA evidence have only aug-
mented the theory of evolution 
and gives the example of fish. 

She said scientists can trace 
the evolution of fish all the way 
up to reptile. 

“You are hard pressed to find 
scientists today that deny life has 
changed through time,” Tippit 
said. 

“The question becomes how 
does the church deal with that? 
If you are a believer, that should 
drive you back to the Bible.” 

Tippit said part of the problem 
people have with understanding 
science and theology is that they 
read the Bible through a lens of 
habit and tradition. 

“We see God, for example, 
as an engineer who builds the 
bridge and then goes away and 
leaves it. Or a potter who makes 
a pot and then sits back and ad-
mires it,” Tippit said. 

“But what if God is a garden-
er? Gardeners prepare the soil, 
they choose the seeds, they plant 
the seeds, craft the trees and 
prune the trees. 

The great thing about garden-
ers is that they are always in-
volved, and if God is a gardener, 

why couldn’t he have created hu-
man beings through a process? 
The truth is, most of us don’t 
think he is done with us yet.” 

Tippit said this understanding 
of God through the Bible and sci-
ence can help answer large ques-
tions people have about evil. 

“We worry about God and evil 
and we look at the Haiti earth-
quake and wonder why a good 
God would do a terrible thing,” 
Tippit said. 

“But if we look at plate tecton-
ics we know [earthquakes are] 
necessary for life. They make the 
soil rich and the air breathable.”

Tippit said it is necessary for 
Christians to accept science as real 
and then read the Bible in light of 
this knowledge, and that if the 
Christian community denies sci-
ence then it will continue to leave 
scientists and other people out of 
the faith community.  

Tippit said she was nervous 
about the presentation, but she 
said the audience was receptive. 

“The people had lots of ques-
tions,” Tippit said. “Some of them 
were science people who don’t 
want to lose their faith. They 
want to find a way to find God at 
work in the world they live in.” 

“Most people put together a 
weight loss goal, they stop [work-
ing out] two or three weeks into 
it, but hopefully this will serve as 
more of an incentive to do it for 
a bigger cause than just them-
selves,” Davis said. 

According to the organiza-
tion’s Web site, the state of Tex-
as has 7,701 pledges and more 
than 240,000 pounds of weight 
pledged. The Baylor Pound for 
Pound Challenge only has 40 to 
60 participants right now includ-
ing from students, faculty and 
Waco residents. 

Mansfield senior Lauren No-
vak is participating in the chal-
lenge and thinks the event is a 
great idea that will provide an 
opportunity for fellow Baylor 
students to help serve the com-
munity.

“I thought it was a good in-
centive to maintain health and 
lose a little bit of excess weight so 
that it is better for our bodies and 
then give back to the community, 
especially those that are in need,” 
Novak said.

Novak said some of her friends 
have signed up for the challenge 
already and encourages others to 

do so too.
“It is easy [and free] to join 

the Pound for Pound Challenge,” 
Brewster said.

To join all people need to do 
is to go to the Baylor fitness Web 
site, click on the Pound for Pound 
Challenge link, state the amount 
of weight they pledge to lose and 
then e-mail the fitness depart-
ment at fitness@baylor.edu to let 
them know how much weight 
and how many pounds they 
pledge to lose.

Davis said there will be many 
events to help people who join 
the Pound for Pound challenge 
,including a Body I.Q. forum 
at 7 p.m. Thursday in Bennett 
Auditorium, which will allow 
students and faculty to ask ques-
tions regarding health, wellness 
and body image.

Prospective participants of 
the Pound for Pound Challenge 
may also receive free fitness as-
sessments that will help partici-
pants find out body fat percent-
age, body weight and BMI (Body 
Mass Index) at 2 p.m. Saturday in 
the McLane Student Life Center.

Every month, the Baylor 
Pound for Pound Challenge will 

hold fitness events, such as a 
Bingo Walk; Beach Blanket Bash; 
Walk, Bike and Rock event and 
a Kickball Fun Day, to help keep 
participants active and fit.

Brewster suggested for stu-
dents to utilize the facilities at 
the SLC or get involved in any of 
the campus recreation programs, 
such as Bearobics and Bear Cy-
cle.

“It is a great opportunity to 
help set a healthy lifestyle, and 
it doesn’t have to mean losing 
weight if someone doesn’t have 
any weight to lose,” Brewster 
said. “But just so you could be 
part of the community and help 
the community with the food do-
nations that they receive.”

Davis thinks the challenge is 
the perfect way to help the com-
munity and one’s health.

“You have nothing to lose, ex-
cept for the weight, but you get to 
feed the hungry; it is a win-win 
situation,” Davis said.

said there are currently 13 vessels 
waiting offshore to get into the 
waterway and 11 waiting to get 
out. He said about a dozen tank-
ers move through the waterway 
each day.

Texas Land Commissioner 
Jerry Patterson said the economic 
impact from closing the water-
way could be minimal if it re-
opens soon.

“If I had to say anything, I 
think (the closure) will be mea-
sured in days, not weeks,” Pat-
terson said.

AET Tankers, which owns 
the Eagle Otome, said it’s still 
unclear exactly how the accident 
happened.

“It was our product that 
spilled and right now, we are 
the ones responsible for cleaning 
it up,” AET spokesman Darrell 
Wilson said.

By James Byers

RepoRteR

If Kappa Kappa Gamma al-
lowed Beach House’s new album 
“Teen Dream” to enter the Bay-
lor Beauty Style Show, it would 
instantly become the prohibitive 
favorite. 

The Baltimore dream pop 
duo’s third studio album is out 
today, and it sounds absolutely 
gorgeous.  “Teen Dream” over-
flows with delicate sonic subtle-
ties and beautiful melodies that 
will likely help the band become 
the latest indie act to achieve 
mainstream success. 

To understand why “Teen 
Dream” is so revelatory, it’s best 
to review Beach House’s first two 
albums, 2006’s self-titled release 
and 2008’s “Devotion.” Both al-
bums follow a similar formula. 
Victoria Legrand’s haunting vo-
cals are complimented by Alex 

Scally’s colorful guitar textures 
and a healthy amount of organs 
and keyboards. The music is 
slow and dreamy, yet there’s little 
variation between songs. Despite 
that drawback, it’s always appar-
ent that Beach House is capable 
of big things.

On “Teen Dream,” the band 
takes a significant leap forward. 
The sound of the first two albums 
is fleshed out, and each song has 
a soul all its own. In the third al-
bum, everything moves a little 
faster. “Used to Be” exemplifies 
this change. Released as a single 
in 2008, the song was reworked 
for “Teen Dream” and now 
sounds much more confident and 
fully developed. Clearly, the band 
spent the last two years address-
ing its weaknesses and perfecting 
its strengths.

Like all great-sounding al-
bums, details begin to reveal 
themselves after repeat listens. 

“Silver Soul,” an already stun-
ning swirl of reverb-laden gui-
tar, is enhanced by Scally’s soft, 
chant-like background vocals. 
“Norway” opens with 15 seconds 
of buzzing noise before yielding 
to Scally’s glittering guitar line 
and Legrand’s breathy vocals, 
one of the album’s most exhila-
rating moments. “Better Times” 
is the sun-soaked ballad that 
will have you longing for spring 
break. 

“Walk in the Park” best sum-
marizes the opposing themes of 
regret and hope that dominate 
the album: “The face that you see 
in the door/isn’t standing there 
anymore,” Legrand sings, before 
she concludes, on a happier note, 

“In a matter of time/it would 
slip from my mind.” She may be 
lovesick, but she maintains an at-
titude of youthful optimism that 
gives the album its name.  

While Scally’s arrange-

ments hold the songs together, 
Legrand’s voice is an instrument 
in its own respect. She’s not a 
spectacular singer in the sense of 
hitting absurdly high notes; her 
voice has a warm, almost husky 
quality that’s perfectly suited to 
Beach House’s brand of nostal-
gia-tinged pop. 

Don’t be fooled, she can belt 
when she wants to, as on “10 Mile 
Stereo,” a standout that features a 
soaring synth line and Legrand’s 
most emphatic vocal display.

Last week, Vampire Week-
end’s album “Contra” was the 
best-selling album in America, 
proving that small label bands 
can compete with the corporate 
giants. “Teen Dream” doesn’t 
have quite the buzz to make that 
kind of a splash on the charts, but 
it’s so good that Beach House’s 
next album just might. 

Grade: A

Beach House’s new CD a true ‘dream’
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