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Abstract

As is well known, but little understood, Pascal likes to divide philosophy into two parts, scepticism and dogmatism, and appoint Montaigne and Epictetus as their respective champions. Why does he do this? How could any two figures represent so vast a field?  I am not unique in thinking that Pascal’s quirky ‘tournament of champions’ is a literary embodiment of  what is at bottom a logical argument against philosophy. 
But the logic is usually misunderstood. Pascal is taken to have argued that there is a “contradiction” within philosophy itself, one that demolishes the field and so clears the way for the triumph of theology. But that’s wrong. Pascal’s argument is meant as a corrective to philosophy, one that returns it to its Socratic beginnings in the form of limitless, pious inquiry.  Or so I shall argue.
