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EDUCATION
Ph.D.
Communication Studies (Rhetoric), 2005

University of Kansas, Lawrence, KS

Dissertation Title: “Terminal Impact: President G.W. Bush’s Rhetorical Campaign to Market Ballistic Missile Defense (BMD) in the post-September 11 Security Environment.”

M.A. 
Communication Studies, 1999

Baylor University, Waco, TX

Thesis Title: “Changes in the Rhetoric of Realism: Henry Kissinger on MFN Trade Renewal for China.”
B.A. 
Communication Studies, 1997
Southeastern Oklahoma State University, Durant, OK
ACADEMIC EMPLOYMENT
Appointed Glenn R. Capp Chair of Forensics (June 2011, upon granting of tenure)
Director of the Glenn R. Capp Debate Forum, Baylor University (June 2006- Present)
Associate Professor, Communication Studies, Baylor University (2005-Present)

Courses Taught

· Argumentation & Debate
· Advanced Debate

· Contest Speaking


· Small Group Communication

· Legal Communication

· Public Speaking

· Corporate Advocacy & Public Policy

· Graduate Seminar: Rhetoric, Media and Culture

· Graduate Seminar: Public Discourse and American Foreign Policy

· Graduate Seminar: Argumentation Theory

· Graduate Seminar: Politics and Communication
Assistant Director of Debate (May 2003-
Lecturer, Communication Studies, Baylor University (May 2003-August 2005). 

Member of the Baylor Graduate Faculty (2005-Present)
Director of the Baylor Summer Debate & Teachers Workshop (2004-Present)
PUBLICATIONS
· Gerber, Matthew G. “Recovering from Autism: A Rhetorical Perspective.” Recovering Argument: The Selected Proceedings of the 2015 ALTA Conference on Argumentation. Routledge. (2015).
· Gerber, Matthew G. “Explaining the Failed Clemency Rhetoric of Leonard Peltier.”

Disturbing Argument: The Selected Proceedings of the 2013 ALTA Conference on Argumentation. Routledge. (2014). 
· Gerber, Matthew G. “Pragmatism, Pragma-Dialectics, and Methodology: Toward a More Ethical Notion of Argument Criticism.” Speaker & Gavel , Volume 48,i1, pp.21-31, (2011). 
· Gerber, Matthew G.; Rowland, Robert C.; Atchison, Jarrod; Buescher, Derek; Jarman, Jeffrey J.; Young, Kelly. “A Report on the Status of Standards for Tenure and Promotion in Debate.” Speaker & Gavel , Volume 47, i1(2010).
· Gerber, Matthew G.; Rowland, Robert C.; Atchison, Jarrod; Buescher, Derek; Jarman, Jeffrey J.; Young, Kelly. “A Report on the Status of Standards for Tenure and Promotion in Debate.” Navigating Opportunity: Policy Debate in the 21st Century. (2010). 
· Gerber, Matthew G. “Toward Public Sphere Intercollegiate Policy Debate.” Contemporary Argumentation & Debate, Volume 30, pp.76-88, (2009).
. 
· Gerber, Matthew G. “Rhetorical ‘Whitewashing’: The Case of the 1921 Tulsa Race Riots.” Concerning Argument. Scott Jacobs, ed. The Selected Proceedings of the 2007 ALTA Conference on Argumentation. Washington, National Communication Association, pp.251-258, (2009).
· Gerber, Matthew G. “On the Consideration of ‘Public Diplomacy’ as a Rhetorical Genre.” Contemporary Argumentation & Debate, Volume 29, pp.118-133.  (2008).
· Gerber, Matthew G. “Analyzing the Abrogation of the A.B.M. Treaty: U.S.-Russian Missile Defense Diplomacy.” Journal of Diplomatic Language, Volume 4, 1, January (2007). 

· Gerber, Matthew G. (Review Essay). “Hitting First: Preventive Force in U.S. Security Strategy.” Argumentation & Advocacy, Spring, v42, n4, pp.224-227. (2006).
· Gerber, Matthew G. & Thompson, Jacob. “Public Deliberation and Debate About Global Warming: A Test of the Liberal Public Sphere.” Critical Problems in Argumentation.  Charles Willard, ed. The Published Proceedings of the 2003 ALTA Conference on Argumentation. Washington:  National Communication Association, pp. 60-67, (2005). 
· Gerber, Matthew G. (Review Essay). “Bruno LaTour’s The Politics of Nature.” Argumentation & Advocacy, Fall, v42, n2, pp.118-120, (2005).
INVITED PUBLICATIONS & LECTURES
· Gerber, Matthew G. “The Rhetoric of Carrie Chapman Catt and Ann Richards.” Invited lecture delivered to an audience of 75+ as part of Women’s History Month at Baylor (2015). 
· Lee R. Polk, Bill English, Richard E. Edwards, Matthew G. Gerber. Substantially Increasing the Number of Persons Serving in National Service Programs. 146pp. Waco, TX: Baylor Briefs (2006).
· Gerber, Matthew, G. Generic Disadvantages to Substantially Increasing the Number of Persons Serving in National Service Programs. 60pp. Waco, TX: Baylor Briefs, (2006). 
· Lee R. Polk, Bill English, Richard E. Edwards, Matthew G. Gerber. Substantially Decreasing Federal Authority to Detain Without Charge or to Search Without Probable Cause. 146pp. Waco, TX: Baylor Briefs (2005). 
· Gerber, Matthew G. Generic Disadvantages to Substantially Decreasing Federal Authority to Detain Without Charge or to Search Without Probable Cause. 60pp. Waco, TX: Baylor Briefs (2005). 
COMPETITIVELY SELECTED PRESENTATIONS
· Gerber, Matthew G. Presenter. “Recovering from Autism: A Rhetorical Perspective.” The 2015 ALTA Conference on Argumentation, Salt Lake City, UT. August 4th, 2015. 

· Gerber, Matthew G. Presenter. “Explaining the Failed Clemency Rhetoric of Leonard Peltier.” The 2013 ALTA Conference on Argumentation, Salt Lake City, UT. August 4th, 2013 
· Gerber, Matthew G. Presenter. “Grunge Girls: The Negotiation of Gender Identity Through Rock Music Performance in the 1990s.” Competitive Papers in Performance Studies, 97th Annual NCA Convention, New Orleans, LA. November 17th, 2011. 
· Gerber, Matthew G. Respondent. Competitive Papers in Argumentation & Forensics. 95th Annual National Communication Association (NCA) Convention, Chicago, IL. November 12th, 2009. 

· Gerber, Matthew G. Respondent. “Across the Generational Divide: Stability and Change in Pedagogical Approaches to Policy Debate.” 95th Annual National Communication Association (NCA) Convention, Chicago, IL. November 13th, 2009. 

· Gerber, Matthew G. Presenter. “2009 Debate Summit: Professional Development.” 95th Annual National Communication Association (NCA) Convention, Chicago, IL. November 14th, 2009. 

· Gerber, Matthew G. “Rhetorical Whitewashing: The Case of the 1921 Tulsa Race Riots.” Competitive paper presented at the 2007 ALTA Summer Conference on Argumentation. 

· Gerber, Matthew G. “Race, Religion, and Renewal: The Rhetorical Dimensions of Recovering from Hurricane Katrina.” Southern States Communication Association Convention, Dallas, TX, April 2006. 
· Gerber, Matthew G. & Thompson, Jacob. “Public Deliberation and Debate About Global Warming: A Test of the Liberal Public Sphere.” ALTA Summer Conference on Argumentation, Salt Lake City, UT, August 2003. 

· Gerber, Matthew G. “The Enactment of Rhetorical Pragmatism: An Analysis of Edmund Burke’s Discourse on International Relations.” American Society for the History of Rhetoric Division, National Communication Association Annual Convention, November 21-24, New Orleans, 2002. 

· Gerber, Matthew G. “Toward a More Ethical Notion of the Pragma-Dialectical Approach to Argumentation.” Rhetorical and Communication Theory Division, NCA Annual Convention, November 21-24, New Orleans, 2002. 

· Gerber, Matthew G. “The Legal Defense Rhetoric of Leonard Peltier: A Case Study in the Function of Rhetorical Exclusion.” Rhetoric Society of America 10th Biennial Conference, May 23-26, Las Vegas, 2002. 

· Gerber, Matthew G. “Pragmatic Argument and Presidential Foreign Policy Rhetoric: The Case of President Clinton and Permanent Normal Trade Relations Status for China.” The Central States Communication Association Convention, Cincinnati, 2001. 
· Gerber, Matthew G. “Toward a Burkean Understanding of American Foreign Policy Rhetoric.” The Central States Communication Association Convention, Cincinnati, 2001. 

· Gerber, Matthew G. “Carrie Chapman Catt’s Rhetoric of Internationalism.” The Central States Communication Association Convention, Cincinnati, 2001.

· Gerber, Matthew G. “Radiohead’s OK Computer: A Lyrical Indictment of Corporate Culturism.” The Central States Communication Association Convention, Cincinnati, 2001.

· Gerber, Matthew G. Panelist, “The Future of Intercollegiate Debate”. The Central States Communication Association Convention, Cincinnati, 2001.

· Gerber, Matthew G. “Clinton’s Rhetoric Toward the People’s Republic of China: Cold War Metaphors Re-examined.” The National Communication Association Convention, Seattle, 2000. 

· Gerber, Matthew G. “The Use of Deception as Strategy in Settlement Negotiation.” The National Communication Association Convention, Seattle, 2000. 

· Gerber, Matthew G. Chair, “The Balancing Act: A Roundtable Discussion with Graduate Student Debate Coaches.” The National Communication Association Convention, Seattle, 2000. 

· Gerber, Matthew G. “Post-Cold War Rhetoric Toward China: A Reappraisal of Realism.” The National Communication Association Convention, Chicago, 1999. 
DEBATE TEACHING & COACHING HIGHLIGHTS

Two Baylor debate teams qualified for elimination rounds at the 2010 National championships (Of the 76 debate teams who qualified for the tournament, only Emory, Kansas, Wake Forest, and Northwestern matched this accomplishment, putting Baylor debate amongst elite company)
· Baylor was represented by two teams at the 2015 NDT, and reached the elimination rounds at every tournament attended in the 2015-16 season. 
· Baylor qualified one debate team for the 2014 NDT. 
· Baylor reached the elimination rounds at every tournament attended in the Fall 2013 semester: UMKC, Kentucky, UNLV, and UCO. 
· Baylor reached the Sweet 16 at the 2010 and 2009 CEDA National Championships
· Three Baylor debate teams reached the elimination rounds at the 2010 CEDA National Championships
· Baylor placed 1st at the 2010 District 3 Championship; this debate ‘District’ (roughly akin to the Big 12) is the most competitive debate District in the nation, including: Baylor, Texas, Oklahoma, Kansas, Kansas State, North Texas, SMU, UT-Dallas, Trinity, UT-San Antonio, Houston, Wichita State, Emporia State, Central Oklahoma, Missouri State, UMKC, and Louisiana-Lafayette
· Baylor debater Alex McVey was the #1-ranked speaker at the 2010 District 3 Championship
· Baylor placed 2nd at the 2008 District 3 Championship
· Baylor debater Obie Lansford was the #2-ranked speaker at the 2008 District 3 Championships
· Baylor debater Halli Tripe was the #4-ranked speaker at the 2008 District 3 Championships
· Baylor’s debate teams have reached the elimination rounds at every major national-level tournament, including Harvard, Wake Forest, Georgia State, Northwestern, the NDT, and CEDA Nationals during my time at Baylor. 
· Baylor won the inaugural University of Nevada at Las Vegas tournament in 2007, posting an 11-0 record, beating Emory in the final round of the tournament, and beating out 50 opposing teams for the title
· Baylor debater Obie Lansford was the #1-ranked speaker (out of 100 opponents from other schools) at UNLV in 2007

· Baylor debater Halli Tripe was the #5-ranked speaker at UNLV in 2007 (out of 100 opponents from other schools)
· Baylor debate won the 2008 Texas Two-Step Award, after posting an 11-3 record over a week-long tournament series hosted at North Texas and UT-Dallas

· Baylor won the 2008 North Texas debate tournament, beating out 56 teams for the title
· Baylor won the Wichita State debate tournament in 2004, and again in 2008
· Baylor won the 2003 Wake Forest Freshman Breakout Tournament, beating Boston College in the final round of the tournament
· Baylor reached the elimination rounds at the 2005, 2007, 2009, and 2010 CEDA National Championships
· Final Rankings: These results can be verified at www.debateresults.com, and at http://www.whitman.edu/rhetoric/ndt/index.htm. These rankings are roughly akin to the debate ‘BCS’, and reflect the overall strength of the program relative to other college debate programs. 
2010: 25th
2009: 10th
2008: 21st
2007: 22nd
2006: 16th
2005: 24th
2004: 48th
2003: 63rd
· Baylor was ranked 63rd in the country in 2003, the year before I was hired. We jumped 15 spots, to 48th in 2004, and then jumped 24 spots to achieve a 24th place ranking in 2005 at the conclusion of my second year. By the end of my third year, we would jump another 8 spots in the rankings and climb to 16th. After two Top 25 seasons in 2007 and 2008, we were ranked 10th at the end of 2009, Baylor’s first Top 10 ranking since 1996.  In 2010, Baylor not only qualified two teams to the prestigious NDT, but both teams posted winning records and reached the elimination rounds. The impact of my leadership on this program is clear. 
· Baylor qualified at least one team for the National Debate Tournament (NDT) 6 out of my 7 years here at Baylor, with my first year (2004) being the only that we did not qualify. We have qualified two teams to the NDT four times during my time here, including each of the past four years. 
· Obie Lansford was an un-recruited, walk-on debater who came to the team in 2003 when I arrived at Baylor. Under my teaching and mentorship, he earned a debate scholarship and became a 4-year qualifier to the NDT, and won numerous tournaments and speaker awards along the way. 
· Amanda Luppes was a heavily recruited high school debater who decided to attend Baylor. Under my guidance, she became the first female debater in Baylor debate history to qualify for the elimination rounds at the NDT. 

· My recruiting efforts have improved the quality of student who chooses to attend and debate for Baylor.  The incoming freshman class for 2010 is our best ever, including the #3-ranked speaker (out of over 700 opponents) at the high school national debate championships, Katelin Morey. 
TEACHING EFFECTIVENESS

· 98% Graduation rate for debate students 2003-2010. The only two who did not graduate from Baylor transferred to Texas, where they graduated.
· The number of participants in the debate program is between 12 and 20 students per year
· The quality of debate recruits continues to improve. In 2010 we landed the best high school debaters from Texas and Kansas, including the #3-ranked speaker at NFL Nationals
· Overall win-loss percentage for the debate team is nearly 70% for 2003-2010
· Baylor is very competitive against the best college debate programs in the country. At the 2010 National Debate Tournament (NDT), only Baylor, Kansas, Emory, Wake Forest, and Northwestern advanced more than one team to the elimination rounds.  
· Placement of Graduate students in Ph.D. programs at Georgia, Kansas, Georgia State, and Pittsburgh
· Placement of undergraduate debaters in MA programs at Baylor and Kansas State
· Directed three MA Thesis projects, Committee member for a fourth
· Strong peer evaluations, including comments such as:
Dr. Bill English: “Dr. Gerber is most effective at drawing students into classroom discussion”

Dr. Rich Edwards: “Dr. Gerber solicits student participation and treats comments with respect; tries to find something meaningful in each comment”

Dr. David Schlueter: “Impressed that Dr. Gerber knew the names of his students, which shows concern and respect for students”

· Continued strong performance on student evaluations, documentation provided in tenure notebook
SERVICE/COMMITTEES
Departmental Service

· College Debate Tournament Director (2003-2008)

· High School Round Robin Tournament Director (2007-Present)

· Texas UIL District Tournament Host (2003-Present)
· Department of Communication Studies Website Committee (2005-06)

· Department of Communication Studies ADOF Search Committee (2006)

· Advisor to dozens of undergraduate students (2003-present)

University Service

· Moderator and Host, Baylor Vs. British Public Debate Series (2003-Present)

· Moderator and Host, Baylor Vs. The Japanese, Public Debate (2005)

· Presenter, Graduate Student Orientation, Dept. of Communication Studies, “Balancing Academic Debate Coaching and Graduate School”, (Fall 2005)
· Expert Commentator, Texas Gubernatorial Debates, KCEN Television Waco. Appeared on October 6th (2006)

· Host of DebateWatch at Baylor, an NCA-sponsored project to gather data on the voting pattern impact of televised public debates (2004)
Professional Service
· Guest manuscript reviewer Rhetoric & Public Affairs, (2013). 

· Chair of the American Forensics Association (AFA) Committee on Publications (2011-12).

· Chair of the CEDA (Cross-Examination Debate Association) Committee on Professional Development (2004-2006)

· Member of the CEDA (Cross-Examination Debate Association) Committee on the Prevention of Sexual Harassment in Intercollegiate Debate (2002-2004)
· Elected CEDA Southwest Regional Representative, (2004-2007)

· Manuscript Reviewer for the Political Communication division of the National Communication Association (NCA) (2009)
Community Service
· Member of St. Jerome’s Catholic Church (2004-present)
· Volunteer debate coach at Midway HS and China Spring HS (2004-present)

· Host of debate mini-workshop for 5th-grade Waco ISD students, (2010)
· Volunteer high school debate judge, hundreds of debates (2003-present)

COURSE DEVELOPMENT
· Baylor Summer Debate Teacher’s Workshop- (2004-Present): Developed and directed this one-week intensive session designed to introduce new high school debate teachers to the activity. This program has been attended by over 50 high school debate teachers since 2004. 
· Public Discourse and Foreign Policy- (2005-Present): New course that interrogates the complex linkages between American public rhetoric, foreign policy, and diplomacy. Students learn to both critically analyze, and to effectively produce, foreign policy arguments. 
· Seminar in Argumentation- (2007-Present): New course that challenges graduate students to explore the various theories surrounding argumentation.  Students learned how to effectively criticize argument, as well as to write rhetorical criticism. Several graduate student papers that emerged from this class were accepted at both national and international conferences on argumentation. 
MASTERS THESIS DIRECTOR/COMMITTEES
Director: Steven Murray, 2014-15. Title: Satire, Race, and Reconciliation: The Onion as Transformative. 
Director: John Cook, 2013-14. Title: Spring as a Seasonal Political Metaphor: The Prague and Arab Spring in Presidential Rhetoric.

Committee Member: Ashley Morgan, 2013-14. The Use of Metaphor in the Representation of Immigration and Trafficking in Persons. 

Committee Member: Amanda Luppes, 2010-11. Title: 
Director: Zack Wagner, 2009-10. Title: Toward a Rhetoric of Symbolic Reparations: Overlapping Genres in George W. Bush’s Apology for Slavery.
Director: Jeff Roberts, 2007-08. Title: The Rhetorical Structure of Disability: Bridging the Gap Between What is ‘Spoken” and What is “Said” with Song.
Committee Member: Reynolds Patterson, 2008-09. Title: Testing Foreign Policy Apologia: A Rhetorical Analysis of the Hainan Incident.
OTHER PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE

· Co-Director: Jayhawk Debate Institute, University of Kansas (2001-2002)

· Instructor: Samford University Debate Institute (2001)

· Instructor: Spartan Debate Institute, Michigan State University, (2000)

· Instructor: Jayhawk Debate Institute, University of Kansas (2000, 2003)

· Instructor: Baylor Debate Workshop (1997, 1998, 1999)

· Assistant Debate Coach: Southeastern Oklahoma State University (1996-1997)
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