" : \Pantry; which Ms: Wellborn over-

: *his birthday to he' Roanoke Fo

L. saw.

P “Tome, thatwas averytrue act :
; ;of kindness and’ generosity for.a
Freddie sorts food 4t the
friends and familymem

- ichild to see the need, and to. tal{e

_the initiative. to:. do somethmg

'iabout it was-very mpresswe to
me," Ms. Wellborn said. - :
L Nows 17, Freddie: stdl as
friends anclfamﬂy members to give

" 'him food donations instead of glﬁs

‘on his birthday.

: ba]l coach Che Hendrix said others |
.can learn” selflessmess from: the' |

‘11th—grader

+° “He's the guy who s 't.olélly'g'iv-' |
mg of himself and never thinks .
-‘ahout himself,” Mr. Hendrix said.”, ;the

. “He puts his teammates first. He
*puits the program first.”.

i

Vdrug E;ach week tohelp w1th thein- '

ﬂammatlon

“My knuckléé.a.re all red and

swollen, and this is as straight as

' hard tomake  fist, and you need to.
“bie on‘the riedicine to decrease the

o
- Freddie maintaing thls attxtude B

~even when faced with adversity. In

" ‘the summeér of 2004, he was didg- -

t. - 'nosed as having juvenile theuma-

B -~t01d arthritis, a disease that causes

“Faod Pahtry, agreed 10 let Freddie -

lection'and distribution for Chnst‘-

S .MmhelleMmm,
fnends, said it’s ama:

~for help!]]g him cope with
“ness. He also praises his parents,
' LynnAnn and Freddie Main I, for,
: makmglt easyto do the actmheshe
~-dogs.”
- “Hes 80 0Kw1th it, manages it
. and dees it so well,” Ms, Main said
. about Freddie's disedse. “P'min awe
- ofhim.... Heblowsme away Hesa
. good friend.” . ! .
“Freddie:leaned o I planted a
leS onhis mather's cheek and said,
“Tguess Iwas brought upright” -

;M“When you have active arthntxs :
“your' fingers like he does,.it's |

amountofenergy :
‘Onarécéritafternoon,
%ﬁuends ‘baseball teammates, faii- -
ly membess’ ‘and- even one of his -
' teachers, Chiristy Edgar, showed tip

inflammiation, ‘and then’ ynu have- _
;'tohelpsortfoodforhlspmject. L

to stretch__ancl lJEtI}lld o’ ) regain il “the

E-maﬂma]ams@daliu.sn:ws.;om B

‘take charge of the pantry’sfood col-

thas for his Eagle ‘Sr_:‘outproject. 5
. “You: can: beat: anythlng, and

Freddie has that. attitude;” Ms.
Wellborn said. “He has the will to!

live, the drive to live, and [the dis- -

ease is] ntit going to- slow him

~dowm. He has an - mcredlble

my pinky will be,” he said, display- e

‘ing aslightly curved finger. -

-t But his illness hisn't stopped

thim from playing baseball one of
his passions. ..
i Freddie moved up o the vars1ty

squad when the team advanced to
tthe regional playoffs last year. Mr. -
{Heridrix said e expects Freddieto
iserve ‘as the main pitcher’ dunng'-?

©theupcoming season. -

-+ But for the lohgest tirng, Fred—

die kept his' disease a secrét, even -

. from Mr. Hendrix. Freddie said he
_;fea.red that hisillness would cause

‘others to Tabel him 'and tredt him
dlﬂ'erentl
B | _]ustwa.nttn be Freddie Ma.m, :

‘the kid ‘who ‘goes toNorthwest
" High' School that's ‘a junior ‘who -
:plays baseball,”hesaid. "Somebody -
yoii' can ; talk to, and be a goodi

ﬁ’lend ”

©  Freddie said lus.zllness.hasnt:
J:underéd his pitching ability, And -

heé said the medicine helps him
‘manage the disease. . . .




